“The Industrial Property Rights System in Japan”
Chapter 2. The Patent System and Utility Model System

First-to-file system

There are two international systems: “first-to-file” and “first-to-invent”. In many countries, including
Japan, the “first-to-file system” is adopted because it ensures more stable rights than
“first-to-invent”. The application filed first to the Patent Office is granted priority.



