
1 
 

“The Industrial Property Rights System in Japan” 

Chapter 2. The Patent System and Utility Model System 
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First-to-File System 

 

 

 

Industrially Applicable 
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Novelty 

 

 

 

 

  



4 
 

 

Inventive Step 

 

 

Case Study 

 

Prior art 1: Yacht              Prior art 2: Motorboat 

 

Case 1 

 

Prior art 1 (Yacht) ＋ Prior art 2 (Motorboat) ⇒ The invention (Motor yacht) 
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Case 2 

 

Automatic switching by digital anemometer 

 

Case 3 

 

Manual switching by digital anemometer 
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Patent Examination 

 

 

 

Accelerated examination system 

 

 

 

Prior art Searches 

 

                       FI / F-term 
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IPDL: Industrial Property Digital Library 
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Searching PAJ                             Patent Map Guidance 
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Case study: An umbrella with LED lights installed at the end of the ribs to improve safety at night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A45B 
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FI/ F-term Search 
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Advanced Industrial Property Network (AIPN) 
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International System 

 

The Paris Convention Route 

 

 

 

The PCT Route 
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Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)  
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Utility Model System  

 

 

 

 


