“The Industrial Property Rights System in Japan”
Chapter 3. The Trademark System in Japan

Trademark System

Trademark Law Article 1

The purpose of the Trademark Law is,

through the protection of trademarks, to ensure

the maintenance of business confidence of persons
who use trademarks, and thereby to contribute to
the development of the industry

and to protect the interests of consumers.

Definition of trademark

Any character(s), figure(s),

sign(s) three-dimensional shape(s),

any combination thereof,

or any combination thereof with colors.

* Used in connection with the goods of a person
who produces, certifies or assigns the goods
as a business

* Used in connection with the services of a person
who provides or certifies the services as a business

Types of trademarks:

*Character trademarks
*Figure trademarks
= Symbol trademarks
* Three-dimensional trademarks

=Composite trademarks

There are also plans to protect new types of trademarks:

* Holograms
* Colors

* Position

* Sound
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To affix a mark to goods or packages of goods

To distribute (sell, etc.) goods or packages of goods to which
a mark is affixed

To affix a mark to articles to be used by a person who receives
the said services

To provide said services by using articles to which a mark is affixed

To display articles to be used for the provision of services

To affix a mark to articles pertaining to the provision of said services
belonging to a person who receives the services

To provide said services by displaying a mark on an image viewer
by using an electromagnetic device

To display or distribute advertisement materials or transaction
documents relating to goods or services to which a mark is affixed




