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“The Industrial Property Rights System in Japan” 

Chapter 1. The Role of the Industrial Property Rights System 

 

 

The Role of The Intellectual Property Rights System 

 

The relationship between economic activities and the creation of intellectual works 

 

 

 

Types of Industrial Property Rights 
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Industrial Property Rights 

 

 

 

The mobile phone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intellectual Creation Cycle 
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Unfair Competition Prevention Law 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright Law 
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Works that are protected under Copyright Law 
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Chapter 2. The Patent System and Utility Model System 

 

 

Patent System 
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First-to-File System 

 

 

 

Industrially Applicable 
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Novelty 
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Inventive Step 

 

 

Case Study 

 

Prior art 1: Yacht              Prior art 2: Motorboat 

 

Case 1 

 

Prior art 1 (Yacht) ＋ Prior art 2 (Motorboat) ⇒ The invention (Motor yacht) 
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Case 2 

 

Automatic switching by digital anemometer 

 

Case 3 

 

Manual switching by digital anemometer 
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Patent Examination 

 

 

 

Accelerated examination system 

 

 

 

Prior art Searches 

 

                       FI / F-term 
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IPDL: Industrial Property Digital Library 
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Searching PAJ                             Patent Map Guidance 
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Case study: An umbrella with LED lights installed at the end of the ribs to improve safety at night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A45B 

 



14 
 

FI/ F-term Search 
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Advanced Industrial Property Network (AIPN) 
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International System 

 

The Paris Convention Route 

 

 

 

The PCT Route 
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Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)  
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Utility Model System  
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Chapter 3. The Trademark System in Japan 

 

 

Trademark System 

 

 

 

 

        Types of trademarks： 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are also plans to protect new types of trademarks： 

                                       

・Character trademarks 

・Figure trademarks 

・Symbol trademarks 

・Three-dimensional trademarks  

・Composite trademarks 
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From Filing to Registration of Trademark 
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Trademark Applications That Do Not Satisfy Requirements 

 

Trademarks likely to cause confusion in connection with the goods or services pertaining to a business of another person 

 (No capability to distinguish one’s goods or services from those of others) 
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Reason for Refusal / Rejection 

 

 

Here are two examples of cases that will not be registered because they are similar to prior registered trademarks: 

 

 

 

International Classification of Goods and Services 
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Madrid Protocol 
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Office of Origin 
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Designated Office 
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Chapter 4. The Design System in Japan 

 

Design System 
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Requirements for Registrability 
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Special Design Registration 
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The Hague Agreement 

 

 


