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A. General Flow of Patent Examination



Filing

I. Overview

Publication

Decision
to grant a patent

JPO

Decision
of refusal

Examination

Amendment & Opinion

Notification of reasons for refusal

Request for examination

18 months
Within   
3 years   

B. Flow of Patent Examination (JP)
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C. How about your country?
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I. Overview

PCT IA Filing to RO e.g. JP, EP, US

Publication with ISR by IB

ISR established by ISA e.g. JP, EP, US

PCT:    Patent Cooperation Treaty
IA:       International Application
RO:     Receiving Office

ISR:     International Search Report
ISA:     International Search

Authority
IB:       International Bureau (WIPO)

IPER:   International Preliminary
Examination Report

IPEA:   International Preliminary
Examining Authority

IPER established by IPEA e.g. JP, EP, US
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D. Flow of Examination of PCT Application
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I. Overview
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E. Sample PCT Publication with ISR


