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D. Flow of Examination of PCT Application

PCT IA Filing to RO e..1p,ep, us

PCT: Patent Cooperation Treaty
IA: International Application
RO: Receiving Office

ISR: International Search Report

ISR established by ISA e.g. JP, EP, US ISA: International Search
Authority
Publication with ISR by IB IB: International Bureau (WIPO)
l IPER: International Preliminary
. Examination Report
m established bV IPEA e.g. JP, EP, US IPEA: International Preliminary

If requested Examining Authority

ional Ph
Country A Country B _ NatiogaiPhase
Examination Examination Examination
Notification Notification Notification

Amendment & Opinion

I 1 1 1 1 1

Grant Refuse Grant Refuse Grant Refuse
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E. Sample PCT Publication with ISR

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT - —
(19) World Intellectual Property = * oloiny International application No.
Organization g (ITHERRTATR ARG LA ETRTTa PCTIUS 12/00001
Intcrnational Burcau
- International Publication Numbd
s st = A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER
(43) International Publication Date = WO 2013/019268 Al IPC(8) - A47F 5/01 (2012.01)
7 February 2013 (07.02.2013) WIPOIPCT USPC - 211/133.2
According 10 International Patent Classification (IPC) or 1o both national classification and IPC
(51) International Patent Classiflcation: (81) Deslgnated States funless odherwise indicated, for every
A47F 5/01 (2006.01) kind of nadonal protection available): AL, AG, AL, AM, "q
3 AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BIl, BR, BW, BY, BZ, Minimum documentation scarchdd {classification system followed by classification symbols)
{21) International Applicatlon Numbe CA, CI1, CL, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DI, DK, DM, DO, IPC(8) - A4TF 5/01 (2012,01)
DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI, GB, G, GE, GH, GM, GT, HN, USPC- 21111332
(22) International Filing Date: HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KM, KN, KP, KR, .
3 January 2012 (03.01.2012) KZ, LA, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LY, MA, MD, ME, GCumentation Seard 7 than minimum documentation (o the extent that such d are included in the fields searched
" y . MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI, NO, NZ, IPC(8) - AA7F 5/00, A47F 5/01, A4T7G 29/00 (2012.01)
25) Filing Language: English OM, PE, PG, P11, PL, PT, QA RO, RS, RU, RW, SC, SD, USPC - 211/126.1, 133.1, 133.2, 189, 195; 24B/127, 14B, 150, 163.1
(26) Publication Languape: English SE, 5G, SK, SL, SM, ST, Sr\’. SY, TIL, TJ, TM; TN, TR, .
@0) Telority Data TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, ZA, ZM, ZW'. E} jc data base lted during the i ional search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)
L - s ! ) o i o BB - PUbWEST (PGPB, USPT, EPAB, JPAB); Google (Patents, Scholar, Web)
?;“‘guzgg gﬁuﬂ\'«“ 33:: :g;g:sg::} 52 ®9 L);’jl‘(:;':;‘ﬁ::;t;(ﬁ:z‘:” ‘:‘I\I:,'l:;,":')'"x'lg'{gur!"&, r:{; Search Terms: Stand, ray, tabla, st00), bad, modular, callapse, assemble, frame, base, side, flank, sacond, two, fourth, four, mullple,
A ugust 2 UL A ! i - ’ . W
8:\ GM., KE, LR, LS, MW, MZ. NA, RW, SD, SL, SZ. TZ. plural, many, leg, i lock, couple, gage, without, not, tool, hardware, sarew, hammer, wrench, pliers, dowel, thin,
(71) Applicant: IP HOLDINGS, LLC [US/US]; 5408 NE 88ih UG, ZM, ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, o
St #A-101, Vancouver, WA 98665 (US). TJ, TM), European (AL, AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, / C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT \‘
. o £ DK, EE, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU,
) e eniors By G pisos (Usy - Lookout ROWILOOP: (" MC, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, R, SE, SI, 5K, Category® Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the rel Relevant (o claim No.
7 £ 2 SM, TR), OAPI {BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ,
{74) Agent: IRELAND. Robert; PO Box 273, Buanks, OR GW, ML, MR, NE, N, TD, TG). X US 5,943.968 A (DOBSON et al.) 31 Augus! 1999 (31.08.1999) Fig. 1-2, 6-9; col 4, In 19-39, col | 1
97106 (US). s===s! 5, 1n 18-35, col 5, In 51-67 s=sssssssssssEs
= Y 23
E oo A Y [léf's‘ 210]0[5018; 5:11 s;x Sl;} (BERG et al.) 14 August 2008 (14.08.2008) Fig. 1-2. 4, 10; Para [0039], | 2-3
= (") Thle TRAT:STAND, Y US 201010313474 A1 (WILLIAMS) 16 December 2010 (16.12.2010) Fig. 1-2, 4; Para (0029} | 3
= (57) Abstract: A modular porable stand that can be [0031), (0034)
= quickly and easily assembled axd Jisassembled by 2 solo \ b
— user without the need for any tools or hardware in a very N /|
— short time. In its disassembled condition, the stand in-
= cludes a first and second base fraim, a first and second
— side [rame, and four Jegs, for a total component count ol
E cight, with only three wnigue componcents, the base
—] frame, side frame, and leg, The modularity of compon-
= ents provides simplified manulacm.nng, while allowing
= for relatively small di bled puckaging for
— shipping or storage, The interlocking of the components
% at cach comer provides a stiff and sturdy perimeter frame
— when assembled, that becomes more rigid as loaded with
—_— 15 plant propaganon trays, fish tanks, or other heavy items
= than require level secure support.
=
=
= D Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. D
E *  Special cawegories of citad documents: “T laterd blished nn« mational filing dae or priotity
“A"  document defining the general state of the an which is not considered date and not in conflict with th | but cired 1o
o 0 be of particulas relevance the principle or theory undulymg ‘the invention
' B! ication o patent but published on or after the i i “X"* g of particular rel the claimed i ion cannot be
”l"S date considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an invent
% " dolctgn:m;s:;hi:lchh"l‘:cy w&w d‘outus dn‘;?: p';_mn')l 'fc]a.mgl) or wmqsl is step when the docnmenl is lnlcn alone
cil 0 S| pu ication of another cilation or other .y
= Speci €3an (5 spcsie) 0t e i e il comat 19
“o" fercing 10 an oral discl use, exhibition or other gmhgﬁdvmhouormorcsﬂ::amr;‘ such
. means ing obvious 10 a person skilled in the art
Clted frO m WO 20 1 3/0 1 9 2 68 A 1 b 22 documt:? wdl:lzslétglgg 0 the international filing date but later than g™ dacument member of the same patem family
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Il. First Action (FA) JPO

A. Flow of FA 1/2

Understand the application & the claim

m Description Sample

[0001] @ e e e e oeee Patent
[0002] @ @000 e 0o Application

Examination

Notification 000000000000
Claims
1. oo 00000000 e0
l l ). eceo 0000000 oo
Grant Refuse
Drawings
Fig.1 *“ i

Cited from WO 2012/029692 Al




o

Il. First Action (FA) JPO

A. Flow of FA 2/2

Understand the application

m & the claim
l l

Examination Search for prior arts
Notificati .
° 'l'ca on Select the closest prior art
|
l l Compare the closest prior art with the claim
Grant Refuse l

Determine “whether any reasons for refusal exist?”

l

Draft a notification

Il
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Il. First Action (FA)

B. Flow of FA - Search DB in JPO -

Understand the application
& the claim

l

Search for prior arts
Select the closest prior art

l

Compare the claim with the closest prior art

Determine whether any reasons for refusal

exist? l

Draft a notification

Internal Databases

- Domestic Patent DB
search key: IPC, Fl, F-term, Text (Ja.)
- Foreign Patent DB
search key: IPC, CPC (ECLA), USC,
Text (En.)
- NPL DB (NPL: Non Patent Literature)
Papers in science journals, etc.

External Databases

- |[EEE Xplore, ACM-DL, JDreamlll,
STN on the Web, Google Scholar, etc.

Internet '3
- Web pages p=

11
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11l. Second Action (SA)
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I1l. Second Action (SA) JPO.
A. Flow of SA
Any reasons for Yes FA
ict?
refusal exist? ‘l, SA
Notification of reasons for refusal | —= €—

___Filng___ No

l Amendment & Opinion

Examination

Notification
Have the reasons No

been resolved?

Amendment & Opinion

| A

Grant  Refuse Other reasons for Yes N\
refusal exist?
No
J[FA JNo[sA SA
Grant Refuse —
N-N F
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Ill. Second Action (SA)

o
JPO

JAPAN PATENT OFFICE

B. Criteria for “Final Decision or Another Notification” (JP)

JIFA

Notification of reasons

|

<«

Amendment & Opinion

* In some cases, neither amendment nor opinion is made.

|

Have the reasons
been resolved?

‘llYes

Other reasons for
refusal exist?

‘llNO SA
Grant

No

Yes

N\

Criteria for choosing “Refuse” or
notification of new reasons:

The reasons stated in FA are deemed

not to be resolved.
—> Refuse (draft unresolved reasons)

The reasons stated in FA are resolved,

but other new reasons for refusal are

found.
— Notification of New Reasons

SA

Refuse =

14
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. Second Action (SA) JPO

JAPAN PATENT OFFICE

C. Examples of “Refuse” or “Notification of New Reasons”

Amended part of a claim is mentioned in the prior art document
cited in FA
Addition of a well-known art to a claim
Addition of a commonly used art to a claim
—> The reasons are deemed not to be resolved
—> Refuse

Against the amended claim, a new prior art document is found other
than the well-known art and the commonly used art
Amendment made the claim or description unclear
Amendment added a new matter to the claim or description
—> The reasons stated in FA are resolved, but
other new reasons for refusal are found
- Notification of New Reasons for Refusal

15



Ill. Second Action (SA)
D. Examples of “Refuse” 1/2

o
JPO

JAPAN PATENT OFFICE

Amended part of a claim is mentioned in the prior art document

cited in FA

e p[Al]foececccce

eeccccccce[B]e

* [A]: feature A
[B]: feature B

Original application

Description

oo [Alecccccce

eecee[Blececcene

[

Claims

1. [A]
Drawings
Fig. 1

AMENDMENT

\_/-

oo p[Alpoeecccce

Current application

Description

oo [Al]ecccccce

eecee[Blececcee

| Claims
[ 1. [A] +[B]
Drawings
Fig. 1

— The reasons are deemed not to be resolved
—> Refuse

16
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Ill. Second Action (SA) JPO

JAPAN PATENT OFFICE

D. Examples of “Refuse” 2/2
e Addition of a well-known art to a claim
 Addition of a commonly used art to a claim

® 06 060606060 0600 0 0 0 0 0 ® 6 06060606 0600 0 0 0 0 0
eep[C]goececccce * [C]: feature C eep[Cl]gocecececee
Description Description Description
* [C]  [well-known art]e e [C] ® [well-known art]e® e [C] ® [well-known art]e
® [commonly used art] ® ® AMENDMENT ® [commonly used art] ® ® ® [commonly used art] ® ®
[ Claims [Claims or [Claims ]
1. [C] 1. [C] + [well-known art] 1. [C] + [commonly used art]
Drawings \_/- Drawings Drawings
Fig. 1 Fig. 1 Fig. 1

— The reasons are deemed not to be resolved
—> Refuse

17




Ill. Second Action (SA)

E. Examples of “Notification of New Reasons for Refusal” 1/2

o
JPO

JAPAN PATENT OFFICE

than the well-known art and the commonly used art

* Against the amended claim, a new prior art document is found other

eep[D]peoeeccecee

* [D]: feature D

Original application

Description
eee[Djececcccee
eecce[floceccce
Claims
[ 1. [D]
Drawings
Fig. 1

AMENDMENT

\_/-

ccoe -o@- ee *[E]: featureE
Current application

Description

eee[D]ecccccce

eecco[flececcee
Claims
[ 1. [D] +[E]

Drawings
Fig. 1

— The reasons stated in FA are resolved, but
other new reasons for refusal are found

— Notification of New Reasons for Refusal

18
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I1l. Second Action (SA) JPO.

E. Examples of “Notification of New Reasons for Refusal” 2/2
* Amendment made the claim or description unclear
* Amendment added a new matter to the claim or description

eep[F]qdececcee * [F]: feature F eee[flececcccce

Current application

Original application

Description * [G]: feature G Description Description
ooo[F]oooooooo ..o[F]oooooooo ooo[F]oooooooo
OOOOO[G]OOOOCO ooooo[G]oooooo ooooo[G]oooooo
[ Claims ] AMENDMENT Claims or [Claims
L. [F] @MJ Llﬂ;lm
Drawings _ Drawings Drawings
Fig. 1 Fig. 1 Fig. 1

— The reasons stated in FA are resolved, but
other new reasons for refusal are found
— Notification of New Reasons for Refusal 19
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I1l. Second Action (SA) Ao

F. Points to consider

* Opportunity for amendment
The may not be unreasonably

limited.

e Suggestion of amendment
In a notice of reasons for refusal, the
, Which enables applicants to easily respond and thus
contributes to prompt and precise examination.

e Communication
When it is considered to contribute to prompt and precise
examination, examiners could with the applicant
through

20



