
- 1 - 

 

 

 

 

---（Slide 49）--- 

Next, I will explain PMGS, which stands for “Patent Map Guidance System”. 

You can obtain FI and F-term classification information by using PMGS. 

The FI and F-term are classifications developed by and only used by the JPO,  

and mainly assigned to patent documents written in the Japanese language. 

FI is the subdivision of IPC subgroups, and has a hierarchical structure. 

You can search from various points of view using the F-term classification.  

Its purpose is to improve search efficiency in a particular technical field. 
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---（Slide 50）--- 

You can access the PMGS search form from the menu on the J-PlatPat top page. 
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---（Slide 51）--- 

You can obtain classification information in three different ways using PMGS. 

The first one is the search function called “inquiry”. By specifying FI or F-term using 

this function, you can obtain classification information related to the FI and F-term that 

you specified. 

The second one is the search function called "search by keyword". With this function, 

you can obtain the FI and F-term information related to the search keyword that you 

specified. 

The third one is the search function called "IPC-FI concordance search". With this 

function, you can obtain the FI information that corresponds to the IPC you specified. 

Now, I will explain one by one. 
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---（Slide 52）--- 

First, I will explain the search function called “inquiry”. 

By specifying an FI or F-term, you can use this function to obtain classification 

information related to the FI and F-term that you specified. 
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---（Slide 53）--- 

Using the “inquiry” search function, there are two ways to obtain data related to FI. 

The first one is to click the “classification” link. You can go down the hierarchical 

schedule from the section level by clicking the “classification” link. 

The second one is to enter the FI in the search box, which will take you to the specific 

point in the hierarchical schedule of the FI that you entered. 
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---（Slide 54）--- 

There are two ways to obtain data related to F-term using the “Inquiry” search function. 

The first is to click the “classification” link, which allows you to go down the hierarchical 

schedule. 

The second one is to enter the F-term theme code in the search box, which takes you to 

the F-term list of the theme code you entered. 
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---（Slide 55）--- 

Next, I will explain the search function called “search by keyword”, which allows you to 

obtain the FI and F-term information related to the search keyword you specified. 

First, select which “query screen” you will use to do the search (FI or F-term). 

Then, enter the keyword in the search box and click “search”. 

  



- 8 - 

 

 

 

 

---（Slide 56）--- 

This shows the result of the query by selecting FI as a “query screen” and entering “toy” 

as a keyword. Several search results are shown, so, for example, let’s click 

“A41D11/00@K”. 
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--（Slide 57）--- 

The screen then shows all FIs included in the main group “A41D11/00”. 

You can see that there are many FIs under “A41D11/00”. “A41D11/00@K”, which you 

clicked earlier, is also displayed. You can browse the explanation and see which 

perspective each FI has for a search key. 
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---（Slide 58）--- 

Lastly, I will explain the search function “IPC-FI concordance search”, which allows you 

to obtain the FI information that corresponds to the IPC you specified. If you know the 

IPC to be searched for, enter the IPC in the search box and click “search”. 
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---（Slide 59）--- 

For example, this is the screen you will see when you enter and search IPC “G06T1/00”. 

Here, you were able to obtain the concordance list for IPC “G06T1/00”. IPCs are listed 

on the left, and FIs that correspond to the listed IPCs are shown on the right. 


