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Next, I will explain J-PlatPat. 

 J-PlatPat is useful in searching Japanese documents. 
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The JPO used to provide IPDL, which is a free search tool. 

 This popular tool, which was used until March 2015, was accessed more than a 

hundred million times.  
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Since March 2015, J-PlatPat has replaced the role of IPDL. 

J-PlatPat is known for its simple, user-friendly interface. You can also do simple 

searches for FI and F-term classifications. 
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This shows an image of the J-PlatPat service. 

 J-PlatPat, which stands for the Japan Platform for Patent Information, is a service 

that enables users to search and browse publications owned by the JPO, as well as other 

related information on the Internet. 

Information for approximately one hundred million documents is presently stored in 

the J-PlatPat database. 

Industrial property information on this database has been accessed by individuals, 

small- and medium-sized businesses, and universities through the Internet. 
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You can access J-PlatPat from this page. 

 First, access JPO’s homepage and click the J-PlatPat banner on the right side of the 

screen. This will take you to the J-PlatPat English top page. 
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This is what the J-PlatPat English top page looks like. 

You can use it to search patents, designs, and trademarks. 
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Now let’s look at searching for patents and utility models. 

Four types of services are available, they are PAJ Search, Number Search, Patent Map 

Guidance, and FI/F-term Search. 

Let me explain each one. 
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Now, I will explain PAJ search. 

PAJ stands for the Patent Abstract of Japan, and refers to the English abstract of the 

Japanese patent application publication. 

In PAJ searches, you can search for abstracts of Japanese patent application 

publications and bibliographic information in English. 

For example, you can do text searches by using keywords such as technical terms, or 

search for applicant’s or inventor’s names. You can also narrow down the information by 

publication date, or search using the International Patent Classification. or IPC. If you 

know the application number, publication number, registration number, or appeal or 

trial number, you can do the search using these numbers. 

The target of the search is the English abstract of the Japanese patent application 

publication issued in or after 1976. 

Furthermore, for Japanese patent application publications issued in or after 1990, you 

can refer to the legal status. Also, for the Japanese patent application publications 

issued in or after 1993, you can machine-translate and browse the scope of claims or 

descriptions from Japanese to English. 
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You can access the PAJ search form from the menu on the J-PlatPat top page. 
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This shows the screen for PAJ text searches. 

Type the search keywords in English in the entry field on the screen. 

There are three entry fields; abstract, title of invention, and applicant. Keywords can 

also be combined. If you type more than two keywords, enter a space between them. 

If there are more than 1000 search results, the list cannot be displayed. In this case, 

narrow down the list by specifying the time period of publication, or enter the 

International Patent Classification or IPC. 
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I will now give some examples. 

Type the search keywords “toy” and “people” in the abstract field. 

Specify the publication date as “2002/04/01 – 2003/01/01”. 

Click “search”. 
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Search results are displayed, showing that two documents were hit. 

To refer to the list of search results, click “view list”. 
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When you click “view list”, the list of search results is displayed as shown on the screen. 

Here, let’s click the hyperlink of the first publication number, “2002-233661”. 
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The PAJ of the first application uses the keywords “toy” and “people”. 

On the search result screen, the words “toy” and “people” are highlighted in the English 

abstract. 
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Click “legal status” on the upper right corner to obtain current information in this 

regard. 
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When you click “full text” on the lower left corner, the result of the machine translation 

of claims into English is displayed first. 
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Next, you can also display the machine translation of the detailed description or 

technical field of the invention in English by clicking those hyperlinks on the screen. 
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You can refer not only to the result of the machine translation, but also to the original 

Japanese text of Japanese patent documents by clicking “Image Data (Japanese)”. 
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Next, I will explain “number search”. 

This allows searching for almost all patent and utility model documents issued by the 

JPO using different kinds of numbers assigned to those documents. 

For example, you can do a search with an application number, publication number 

and/or patent number. 
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You can access “number search” from the menu on the J-PlatPat top page. 
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Select the type of number, such as that for applications publications, enter the 

document number of the publication you would like to refer to, and click “search”. 
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Now, I will explain using examples. 

Here, select “patent application number” as the kind of number, and enter “2002-273006” 

as the application number of the publication you would like to refer to. Then, click 

“search”. 
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The list of search results is displayed. This includes information such as application and 

publication numbers. Click the hyperlink of the publication number “2004-107736” on 

the screen to browse the content of the application you would like to refer to. 
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Then you can access the selected document. 

There are three tabs to select the display format: “PAJ”, “Detail” and “Image”.  

Selecting the “PAJ” tab also allows the English abstract to be referenced in the case of 

Japanese patent applications published in or after 1976. 

By selecting the “detail” tab, you can access the full text of machine translations into 

English, such as a description thereof. The full text data of machine translation results, 

including descriptions, is available only for Japanese patent applications published in 

or after 1993. 

By selecting the “image” tab, you can browse the image data of the original Japanese 

patent publication.  

In cases where you specify multiple documents or numbers, you can display the 

previous or next document by clicking the hyperlink on the upper right corner. 

Also, by clicking "Legal Status", you can access the legal status.  The legal status is 

only available for the Japanese patent applications published in or after 1990.  
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Next, I will explain PMGS, which stands for “Patent Map Guidance System”. 

You can obtain FI and F-term classification information by using PMGS. 

The FI and F-term are classifications developed by and only used by the JPO,  

and mainly assigned to patent documents written in the Japanese language. 

FI is the subdivision of IPC subgroups, and has a hierarchical structure. 

You can search from various points of view using the F-term classification.  

Its purpose is to improve search efficiency in a particular technical field. 

  



- 26 - 

 

 

 

 

---（Slide 50）--- 

You can access the PMGS search form from the menu on the J-PlatPat top page. 
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You can obtain classification information in three different ways using PMGS. 

The first one is the search function called “inquiry”. By specifying FI or F-term using 

this function, you can obtain classification information related to the FI and F-term that 

you specified. 

The second one is the search function called "search by keyword". With this function, 

you can obtain the FI and F-term information related to the search keyword that you 

specified. 

The third one is the search function called "IPC-FI concordance search". With this 

function, you can obtain the FI information that corresponds to the IPC you specified. 

Now, I will explain one by one. 

  



- 28 - 

 

 

 

 

---（Slide 52）--- 

First, I will explain the search function called “inquiry”. 

By specifying an FI or F-term, you can use this function to obtain classification 

information related to the FI and F-term that you specified. 
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Using the “inquiry” search function, there are two ways to obtain data related to FI. 

The first one is to click the “classification” link. You can go down the hierarchical 

schedule from the section level by clicking the “classification” link. 

The second one is to enter the FI in the search box, which will take you to the specific 

point in the hierarchical schedule of the FI that you entered. 
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There are two ways to obtain data related to F-term using the “Inquiry” search function. 

The first is to click the “classification” link, which allows you to go down the hierarchical 

schedule. 

The second one is to enter the F-term theme code in the search box, which takes you to 

the F-term list of the theme code you entered. 
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Next, I will explain the search function called “search by keyword”, which allows you to 

obtain the FI and F-term information related to the search keyword you specified. 

First, select which “query screen” you will use to do the search (FI or F-term). 

Then, enter the keyword in the search box and click “search”. 
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This shows the result of the query by selecting FI as a “query screen” and entering “toy” 

as a keyword. Several search results are shown, so, for example, let’s click 

“A41D11/00@K”. 
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The screen then shows all FIs included in the main group “A41D11/00”. 

You can see that there are many FIs under “A41D11/00”. “A41D11/00@K”, which you 

clicked earlier, is also displayed. You can browse the explanation and see which 

perspective each FI has for a search key. 
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Lastly, I will explain the search function “IPC-FI concordance search”, which allows you 

to obtain the FI information that corresponds to the IPC you specified. If you know the 

IPC to be searched for, enter the IPC in the search box and click “search”. 
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For example, this is the screen you will see when you enter and search IPC “G06T1/00”. 

Here, you were able to obtain the concordance list for IPC “G06T1/00”. IPCs are listed 

on the left, and FIs that correspond to the listed IPCs are shown on the right. 
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Next, I will explain the “FI/F-term search”, which enables you to search patent 

documents published in and after 1885 using the FI or F-term classifications. 

Also, you can obtain machine-translated English versions of Japanese documents, such 

as descriptions contained in publications, if the Japanese patent applications were 

published in or after 1993. 
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You can access “FI/F-term search” from the menu on the J-PlatPat top page. 
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This is the search screen for the “FI/F-term search”. 

You can do the search by entering FI or F-term in the “FI/F-term” search box. 

You can also create a search formula by combining FI and F-term classifications. 

Please note that when you enter the “F-term” in the search formula, you need to specify 

the “theme code” in a separate box. 

After you have entered the search formula, click “search”. 
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I will now explain another example of a case where you conduct a search by combining 

FI and F-term classifications. 

Enter “2C150” in the “Theme code” box. 

Enter “A63H15/00*AA01” in the “FI/F-term” box. Here, the asterisk “*” is used to mean 

“AND” in the search formula. 

You can see that there are 25 results. Clicking “view list” displays a list of the search 

results. 

Click one of the document numbers in the list. 
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You can also browse documents that you have selected, as well as display the PAJ, 

machine-translated English version of claim or description and the image data or legal 

status of the Japanese patent document in the same way that the results obtained with 

the “number search” are displayed. 


