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Next, I will explain reference tools: first for the IPC, and then for FI and F-term. 
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You can access technical information on the IPC from the top menu of the IPC website. 
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There are two ways to obtain IPC data. 

You can go down a hierarchical schedule from the section level by clicking the alphabetical link 

corresponding to the section. 

Entering IPC in the search box will take you to the IPC hierarchy you entered. 
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You can get FI lists, F-term lists and definitions of F-term keys from Patent Map Guidance, or 

PMGS, in J-Plat Pat. 

 

To access J-PlatPat, click on the “J-PlatPat” banner on the JPO homepage. 
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You can access Patent Map Guidance, or PMGS, from the menu on the J-PlatPat website. 
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You can search for classification information from the PMGS page. 

There are three ways to do this according to your purposes, which are as follows: 

 

1) Use the “Inquiry” tab. Specify the FI or F-term and obtain the related classification 

information. 

 

2) Use the “Search by Keyword” tab. Type in the keyword and obtain the related FI or F-term 

information. 

 

3) Specify the IPC and obtain the related FI information. This is known as an "IPC-FI 

concordance search".  

  

Let’s look at each one in more detail. 
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First, I’ll explain the “inquiry” tab and its function. 

You can specify the FI or F-term and obtain related classification information. 
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There are two ways to acquire FI data using the “Inquiry” tab. 

One way is to click on the “classification” link, which allows you to go down deeper from a section 

hierarchy. 

Another way is to type the FI information into a search box. 

This will take you to the corresponding FI hierarchy. 
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This is an example of an FI list. In addition to the FI explanation, you can also obtain the FI’s 

corresponding theme code. 
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There are two ways to acquire F-term data using the “inquiry” search function. One way is to 

click on the “classification” link, which allows you to select a theme code from the theme code list.  

Another way is to type the F-term theme code into a search box. 

This will take you to the corresponding F-term list. 

  



- 11 - 

 

 

 

 

---（Slide 37）--- 

You can obtain a definition of an F-term by checking the “F-term description” option, entering a 

theme code, and clicking the search button. 
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The “search by keyword” function will be explained next. 

By typing a specified keyword, you can search for the FI or F-term information related to that 

term. 

First, you choose the “query screen” depending on whether you want to search for FI or F-term. 

Then, type the keyword in the search box and click the search button. 
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This shows the search results obtained by choosing FI as a “query screen” and entering the 

keyword “toy”. 

Let’s click on A41D11/00@K from among the list in the search results, for example. 
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The whole list of the main group “A41D11/00” is then displayed 

You can see that there are many FIs that are subdivisions of “A41D11/00”. “A41D11/00@K”, 

which you just clicked, is shown in the list. You will be able to browse the explanations of each 

FI. 
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Lastly, I will explain searches using the “IPC-FI concordance search” function. 

Click on the tab “IPC-FI concordance search” and specify the IPC to obtain the corresponding FI 

information. 

If you already know the target IPC, type it in a search box and click the search button. 
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This example of the display shows a concordance list. 

You’re looking at the search result obtained by typing IPC “G06T1/00” in a search box.  

FIs are listed on the right side, all of which fall under the IPC “G06T1/00”, which is shown on the 

left side. 

This is the end of the introduction to PMGS. 
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Finally, I will explain how to obtain the classification information assigned to the Japanese 

patent publication. 

The classification information assigned to the application can be very helpful in cases where 

there is a Japanese patent family with the patent application to be searched.  

These are the partial images of the front and last pages of the Japanese patent publication 

information. 

However, please note that the layout of the patent publication information may vary according to 

the year of publication. 

Generally speaking, FI and F-term are posted on the front and last pages, although it depends on 

the year of publication.  

 

Now we have finished the patent classification lecture. 

As you can see, FI and F-term are very useful tools to use when searching for Japanese patent 

publications. 

You can access the information regarding FI and F-term through the J-PlatPat. We hope all of 

you are utilizing this resource! 

 

 


