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l1l. F-term JPO

JAPAN PATENT OFFICE

F-term (File forming term) is a unique classification system invented
and maintained by the JPO. It has the following features.

B Hierarchical tree structure with multi-aspect enables analysis of a
patent document from multiple -viewpoints

B Assigned mainly to MOST Japanese patent publications and
Japanese utility model gazettes

» JPO recently started to assign F-terms also to some Chinese
documents.
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I1l. F-term :re..

Comparison among Fl, F-term, & IPC

F F-term IPC
Total number
. 190,000 360,000 70,000
of entries
Coverage of patent | *Mainly JP *Mainly JP
Global
documents documents documents
Coverage of : - 0
technical fields 100% 70% 100%
Function Categorize | Analyze Categorize

*JPO started to assign FlI / F-term to some Chinese documents 3
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JAPAN PATENT OFFICE

Theme code __Subject of theme
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~—"|{GO6F3/02-3/027 . covers this range of Fls
el
“u‘iewmirrt | _ F—term \| FI Cover Range
AA AAT | AADE | AAD3 | AAD4 | AADE | | A _‘ o6 F3/02-
IMPLIT DA T A& - Murmbers . | Kara | Japarese | Roran Chires F027
\ AlptEnumeric avllabarizs characters charac |
characters >
| AT | Akl 2 | A3 | | A4 E | AL 6 | A | ameo Terms from \
Thems  Commands | Programmes | Functions | . Shift CCus | Others AAOl thrOUgh
it j‘
BB “ | BE! BEOZ BE03 BE04 BES [ emo AA20 belong to
[NCORPORATING | Electroric | Termirals | Pairt— | Clocks | Copiers | | [ Crbers the Viewpoint
- N AA that means
. . . . . . Terms from JJ11 through | .\ “INPUT DATA”
JuJ “ | o1 ‘ 02 | JJ03 | 04 . G& /
JJ14 are assigned only to S
ERRCR . detecting L inputting | . comparing | . cormss . B
input data idertical data |with wiit b i documents haVIng these FI
Brrors ?ifLLlraIitny :ni%]'gstered ETHTHK | | ranges )
2 2 i | e | | i* GO6F3/02,3808RE;
Failuresof | . checking | . Automatic | . checking ] 3/02 38087
inpLt CircLits testing during
EoLipret operation
kKO0 | RO 1 AP i AT i i RS i FFOE i 4] _ | iG 06 m




l1l. F-term

Utilizing F-term as a search key
e Specify the F-term theme based on Fl or IPC
e Select F-terms that match technical elements of a search target

e Compose search queries by combining these terms

&

xample of a search target

-

“Granular calcium oxide ceramics
with low heat expansion”

-> Theme 4G031 Composition of oxide ceramics
F-term AAO4, BA24, CAO5
-> Query 4G031(AA04*BA24*CAO05)

~

/




l1l. F-term

/Example of a search target

“Granular calcium oxide ceramics
with low heat expansion”

-
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|Oomposition of oxide ceramics
4G031
|c04B35 /42-35/51
|Viewmir¢ | F-term
B B e i R R
COMPOMENTS L Alkal—metal . Alkali— .. Wagresium Calcium oxides [ . Strontium | . Bariumoxides |
oxides earth-metal oxides oxides E
oxides 2
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I AR [ IH AAT3 AAl 4 ARG AATG [
L. Titanium oxice .
c
[ A |
Iron oxides
L] - C
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(I _|—
| . Tin oxides ’7
TBA Tee [ se [ Bw [ we [ e [ e |
FLURNCTIONS ARD | Electricand . . Conductivity ... Ion Voltage .. P—type L. Ntype i
ILGES electrical corgluctivity rorlirear corduction (PTCSY  |[conduction (NTC)
functions and uses resistance bodies  |semiconductors semiconductors
I BaAl1 I EAl 2 I BAl 3 I EAl 4 I BAlS I EAl G |—
Current— Irsulation Magnetic—head | Optical functions | Trarslucency Electrical and r
collection characteristics support members  |and ues omtical r
characteristics characteristics C
| Bz | B2 | BAZZ | BAZ4 | EAZE | EAZE |—
| Thermal .. Heat insulation | . Heat—ard Low heat . . Fireproof | Biological and N
functions and wses shock-resistance  |exparnsion substances chemical functions |c
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o DT [e [ e [ es [ ee [ ee [
STRUCTURES Corntrol of the Arrangement of | Structures Crystal grairs of | Granularity r
crystal phase crystals whereindiffierent  |characteristic 2
layers are shapes and sizes
cormposed of
differant
compounds

o
JPO

JAPAN PATENT OFFICE

viewpoint AA
“components’
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l1l. F-term

/Example of a search target h

“Granular calcium oxide ceramics
with low heat expansion”
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|Oomposition of oxide ceramics

4G031
|C04B35,/42-35/51
|Viewmir¢ | F-term
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oxides earth-metal oxides oxides E
oxides 2
c
AAIT [ A2 I AAT3 Akl 4 AATE I AATG il
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Tron oxides Cokalt oxides Micke! oxices Ciicdes frorm Copper oxides ZinG oxices
Group Ibto OTh i
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FUNGTIONS AND
ISES
p r
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viewpoint BA
“Functions
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F-term

/Example of a search target
“Granular calcium oxide ceramics

-

with low heat expansion”
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CAQO3
CAO4

CAO5
X

viewpoint CA
“Structures”



