
0

Utilization of Examination 
Results of Other Intellectual 

Property Offices

Japan Patent Office



1

Outline

I.   Background of Work-sharing
II.  Patent Family
III. Retrieving and Utilizing External PO 

Results
VI. Interpreting and Utilizing ISRs, WOISAs, 

and IPERs



2

Outline

I.   Background of Work-sharing
II.  Patent Family
III. Retrieving and Utilizing External PO 

Results
VI. Interpreting and Utilizing ISRs, WOISAs, 

and IPERs









6

Outline

I.   Background of Work-sharing
II.  Patent Family
III. Retrieving and Utilizing External PO 

Results
VI. Interpreting and Utilizing ISRs, WOISAs, 

and IPERs









10

Outline

I.   Background of Work-sharing
II.  Patent Family
III. Retrieving and Utilizing External PO 

Results
VI. Interpreting and Utilizing ISRs, WOISAs, 

and IPERs









14

Services of the AIPN
 Dossier Information

 Specification, Office Actions, and other Prosecution documents
 Update after either an application is published or the 

application is registered as a patent
 Legal Status of the Application and Prosecution history

 Update every week*

 Cited Documents / Patent Family Information
 Update every week* / at any time

III.  Retrieving and Utilizing External Results
B. AIPN
1. Overview of the AIPN – 3/4

*Legal status and cited documents will be available for browsing within AIPN at 
most a month later after either an application is published or the application is 
registered as a patent.
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III.  Retrieving and Utilizing External Results
B. AIPN

URL:  https://aipn.j-platpat.inpit.go.jp/i0100

English Search results 
are available  in 
English through the 
machine translation.

I will show you how 
to use AIPN in detail
in the lecture!

1. Overview of the AIPN - 4/4

This is the User Interface of AIPN, quite similar to J-PlatPat but only for examiners.
Dossier Information of the IP5 Application and its Patent Family are retrievable from the AIPN.
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 PATENTSCOPE is a service provided by the WIPO

 Official publication platform of the PCT system
 Patent documents
 File inspection for the international phase

• ISRs
• WOs
• IPRP chapter I/II
• Priority documents

 International legal status
 National phase entry data (only for selected IPOs contributing data)

C. Patentscope
III.  Retrieving and Utilizing External Results

1. Overview 
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 International Search Report (ISR)
 The results of the international search are recorded in the International Search Report.
 The Search Report is published by the International Bureau.
 The Search Report serves as a basis for any examination of the International application by the 

designated Offices.                                        
(PCT Guidelines 16.01)

 Written Opinion of the International Searching Authority (WOISA)
(International Preliminary Report on Patentability (Chapter I) (IPRP(I)))
 Its primary role is to identify whether or not the claimed invention appears to be novel, involve 

an inventive step (be non-obvious) and be industrially applicable.
(PCT Guidelines 17.02)

 International Preliminary Examination Report (IPER)
(International Preliminary Report on Patentability (Chapter II) (IPRP(II)))
 Assuming that international preliminary examination is demanded, an IPER is drawn up at the 

end of the process of examination, taking into account amendments or observations that the 
applicant has made during the process.

(PCT Guidelines 17.08)
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IV. Interpreting and Utilizing ISR, WOISA, and IPER
A. What are the ISR , the WOISA, and the IPER ?
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 Front Page
Basic information

• International application number
• International Filing Date
• Earliest Priority Date
• Name of the applicant
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B. International Search Report(ISR)
IV. Interpreting and Utilizing ISR, WOISA, and IPER





 Observation where certain claims were found to be unsearchable.
 The international application relates to a subject matter for which the ISA is not 

required  to search (PCT Article 17(2)(a)(i))

• Scientific and mathematical theories
• Plant or animal  varieties or essentially biological processes for the production of plants and 

animals, other than microbiological processes and the products of such processes
• Schemes, rules or methods of doing business, performing purely mental acts, or playing 

games
• Mere presentation of information
• Computer programs to the extent that the ISA is not equipped to search prior art 

concerning such programs

 The description, the claims, or the drawings fail to comply with the prescribed 
requirements to such an extent that a meaningful search cannot be carried out. (PCT 
Article 17(2)(a)(ii))

 Multiple dependent claim referring to other multiple dependent claim (JPO allows)
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B. International Search Report(ISR)
IV. Interpreting and Utilizing ISR, WOISA, and IPER

Searchable
Claim3
Claim4

Claim1
Claim2

MAY NOT required to search
Claim5
Claim6





 Lack of Unity of Invention
1. The international application shall relate to one invention only, or to a 

group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept 
("requirement of unity of invention"). 

2. If the ISA determines that the international application does not comply 
with the requirement of unity of invention, it shall invite the applicant to 
pay additional fees. 

 Example
 Claim1 : A process of manufacturing an apparatus comprising steps A and B
 Claim2 : Apparatus specifically designed for carrying out step A
 Claim3 : Apparatus specifically designed for carrying out step B
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B. International Search Report(ISR)
IV. Interpreting and Utilizing ISR, WOISA, and IPER
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IV. Interpreting and Utilizing ISR, WOISA, and 
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A. What are the ISR , the WOISA, and the IPER ?
B. International Search Report(ISR)
C. Written Opinion of the International Searching Authority(WOISA)
D. International Preliminary Examination Report (IPER)



 Front Page
Basic information

• The international application #
• Name of the applicant
• The  international filing date
• The claimed priority date
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C. Written Opinion of the International Searching Authority(WOISA)
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C. Written Opinion of the International Searching Authority(WOISA)
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 Certain Defects in the International Application
 In the case when defects exist in the form or contents of the international 

application.
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C. Written Opinion of the International Searching Authority(WOISA)
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