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Justice John Nicholas is a Judge of the Federal Court
of Australia based in Sydney. He graduated from
the University of New South Wales in 1982 with the
degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Laws.
He was a solicitor until 1987 before he commenced
practice at the New South Wales Bar. As a barrister
he practised in the areas of commercial law and
intellectual property law. He was appointed Senior
Counsel in 2001 and to the Federal Court of Australia
in 2009. Since then he has heard a wide range of
intellectual property cases at trial and on appeal in
the areas of patents, copyright and trade marks.
These have included some of the leading Australian
cases concerning the legal liability of internet service
providers and search engine providers, and the
patentability of isolated genetic materials and
business methods.
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Sarah frequently acts in litigation involving the
enforcement and defence of intellectual property
rights, including infringement and validity of
patents, trade marks, copyright and designs, passing
off, misleading and deceptive conduct and trade
secret theft.

Sarah is an experienced patent litigator in the
Federal Court of Australia, often conducting the
Australian proceedings of patent disputes, litigation,
including for clients in the pharmaceutical, medical
device, engineering, telecommunications, and oil and
gas sectors.

Sarah is currently acting in patent disputes for
Bristol Myers Squibb and Otsuka Pharmaceutical,
Biomerics (radio frequency probe cannula products)
and Mine Site Technologies (mining communications
equipment).

Sarah is the immediate past Reporter General of the
International Association for the Protection of
Intellectual Property (generally known by its French
name abbreviation, AIPPI), the leading international
association dedicated to the development and
improvement of regimes for the protection of
intellectual property. As Reporter General, Sarah led
the team responsible for the substantive legal policy
work of ATPPI.

She has been described by market commentators as
'superb tactician' who 'brings international savoir-
faire to the table and excels on matters playing out on
the global stage'. Sarah is regularly recognised in
international intellectual property rankings.
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Philip is recognised as one of the world's leading
intellectual property lawyers. His strong litigation
skills make him first choice for clients seeking advice
in patent, copyright, trade mark and design disputes.
He has high-level knowledge of patent law, quickly
grasps complex technological and scientific issues,
and frequently acts in the Australian proceedings of
international patent disputes.

Philip is acting in patent disputes for Nichia
Corporation (the world's largest supplier of LEDs),
Otsuka Pharmaceutical, Seiko Epson Corporation
and The Purdue Pharma Group (Purdue Pharma,
Mundipharma and Euro-Celtique).

Philip acts for Sony in a wide variety of trade mark
work, including protection, monitoring misuse and
unauthorised use of trade marks.

The PepsiCo group (Pepsi and Smith's Snackfoods)
seek Philip's advice on their Australian intellectual
property issues.

Philip was a partner of the firm from 1981 to 2014.
Philip's expertise means he is frequently called upon
to contribute to policy discussions. He was the Law
Council of Australia's representative on the drafting
committee that prepared the current Australian
Patents Act. He is a member of the Law Council of
Australia — Intellectual Property Committee.
Chambers Asia-Pacific 2019 ranks Philip as a top tier
patent lawyer and describes him as 'highly respected
in the market'. Market commentators were quoted as
saying: 'He puts together a fabulous case, is helpful
without being intrusive and is very good with the
difficult decisions. He is very good at giving honest
advice to the clients.'





