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Dr. Shoichi Okuyama has been Principal of Okuyama &
Sasajima since 2009. Prior to that, he had been Principal
Partner at Okuyama & Co. from 2001 to 2009. He is the
Second Vice-President of AIPPI and Chairman of Nippon
Intellectual Property Translation Association. He
graduated from Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan, with a
bachelor's degree in electrical engineering with emphasis
on electronics, from Iowa State University with another
bachelor's degree in chemistry, and from the University of
Chicago with a Ph.D. in physical chemistry. Registered as
Japanese patent attorney in 1990. Dr. Okuyama has
received several awards including an Award of Merit from
AIPPI in 2011, and a Distinguished Service Medal from
The Linn Inn Alliance of the American Inns of Court in
2013. He was President of the Japan Patent Attorneys
Association from 2011 to 2013. He also served as an
expert member of the Intellectual Property Strategy
Headquarters organized by the Prime Minister of Japan
from 2013 to 2017.
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Ms. Kato is a partner of Abe, Ikubo and Katayama (Patent
attorney). She received a Bachelor of Engineering Degree
from Waseda University in 1988. She had a working
experience in the Japan Patent Office as a patent examiner
and a member of board of Appeal in the field of metal
processing and polymer processing (1988-2006). She won a
scholarship by the National Personnel Authority to
European Patent Office and German Patent Office (1998).
She seconded to the Tokyo District Court as a Judicial
Research Official (2002-2005). In the IP division at the
Tokyo District Court, she provided expert advices on
technicality of patent properties to judges when they make
judicial decisions of patent infringement cases in the
chemical field and of other intellectual property cases. In
2006, she registered as patent attorney and joined Abe
Tkubo, and Katayama. She has been mainly involved in
patent infringement cases and invalidation trials. She
learned German patent litigation practice under Judge
Thomas Kithnen in the Higher Regional Court of
Diisseldorf (2013). Since April 2018, she teaches at Waseda
University for LL.M. in Intellectual Property Law.





