
Supporting Global  Business with
Reliable Intellectual  Property



The year 1883, in the midst of the dramatic changes accompanying the Meiji Restoration, 

is said to have been a turning point for the intellectual property system in Japan.

For the economic development of Japan, it was essential not only to introduce 

the latest technologies from overseas but also for Japan to grow its own indigenous industries. 

In the meantime, there was a pressing need to prevent counterfeit products 

which impair this growth. 

Our predecessors discussed and came up with the concept of “an intellectual property system 

to support business” that became the foundation for the principles of the Japan Patent Office.

These principles remain unchanged even in the era of AI and IoT, however, the services 

which we provide are changing flexibly to meet the needs of the times.

Not only we grant reliable rights, but also we look into the future and support your business 

through intellectual property.
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User-
Friendliness

Based on the concept of “world-leading examinations”, 
we aim to achieve the world’s fastest and utmost quality examinations.

We support global business of intellectual
property right holders with Japan by promoting

international cooperation.

We stay close to you so that we can respond
flexibly to your changing needs.

Working to create the world’s fastest 
and utmost quality examinations.

Global
Network

Speedy & High-Quality
Examinations



History of the Japan Patent Office (JPO)

1884 Trademark bylaws was enacted.

1925

1949

1885

1886 The Bureau of Patents was established within the Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce.
1888 Design bylaws was enacted.

1899 Japan joined the Paris Convention.

1990 Acceptance of electronic applications was started for the first time in the world.

1997 Japan signed the Trademark Law Treaty.
1999 The Industrial Property Digital Library (IPDL) service was started.

1800s

1900s

1990s

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry was established with the Bureau of Patents 
positioned as an external bureau.

Patent Monopoly Act was enacted, and the Patent Office was established.

Takahashi Korekiyo became the first commissioner.

Ministry of International Trade and Industry was established. The Bureau was renamed 
the Japan Patent Office and remained an outside bureau.

1959
Patent Act, New Utility Model Act, Design Act and Trademark Act were enacted as 
current law.

1975 Japan joined the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).
1978 Japan signed the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT).
1983 Trilateral Cooperation among the JPO, the USPTO and the EPO was started.
1984 Paperless action plan was started.
1986 Operation of accelerated examinations was started.
1987 WIPO Japan Fund was established.

The First 
Industrial 
Revolution

The Second 
Industrial 
Revolution

The Third 
Industrial 
Revolution
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2000 Japan signed the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks.

2001 Trilateral Policy Dialogue Meeting among the JPO, the CNIPA and the KIPO was started.

2002 The Intellectual Property Basic Act was enacted.

2005 The Intellectual Property High Court was established.

2006 Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) was started.

2007 The Five Intellectual Property Offices (IP5) Heads Assembly was started.

2008 Operation of super-accelerated examinations was started.

2012

2013 Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting Business Strategy were started.

2000s

2010s

Present

Five Trademark Offices (TM5) Assembly was started. Intellectual Property of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Heads Assembly was started.

2014
Patent examination FA pendency within 11 months was achieved. Quality Policies on 
Examinations were formulated for the Utmost Quality in the World.

2016
Japan signed the Patent Law Treaty and the Singapore Treaty on the Law of 
Trademarks.

2018
Guide to Licensing Negotiations Involving Standard Essential Patents and Patent 
examination case examples pertinent to AI/IoT-related technologies were released.

2019 The Japan-India PPH was started.

2015 The Japan Platform for Patent Information (J-PlatPat) service was launched.
Japan signed the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement. Industrial Design 5 Forum (ID5) 
was started.

The Third 
Industrial 
Revolution

The Fourth
Industrial
Revolution

Internet Era
Sm

artphone Era
IoT Era

Speedy & High-Quality  Examinations
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0.6months
Patent examinations (fastest)

Speedy

Speedy

1.7months
Design examinations (fastest)

1.7months
Trademark examinations (fastest)

Speedy

Working to create the world’s fastest Working to create the world’s fastest 
and utmost quality examinations.and utmost quality examinations.

*1

*1

*1

Based on the vision of “world-leading examinations”, we have been aiming to achieve the world’s 

fastest and utmost quality examinations so that once applicants obtain patents in Japan, the 

associated examination results will be upheld overseas to facilitate the smooth acquisition of 

rights with other IP offices abroad.

For this purpose, we have formulated a Quality Policies and established committees that utilize 

expert opinions. We are aiming for further improvements.

Speedy & High-Quality  
Examinations



91.3%
Trademark examinations (user satisfaction)97.3%

Patent examinations (user satisfaction)

High-Quality

96.5%
Design examinations (user satisfaction)

High-Quality

High-Quality

Working to create the world’s fastest 
and utmost quality examinations.

*2

*2

*2

*1: Average time from the request for accelerated examination (or super-accelerated examination)
until the first notification of examination result sent to the applicant (2019 examination results)

*2: Results of user survey conducted by the Japan Patent Office (FY 2020 survey)



39requests

Adapting flexibly to diverse needs.Adapting flexibly to diverse needs.
We are adapting flexibly to constantly changing user needs.

The globalization of business, development of IT and advances in AI/IoT technologies have 

produced a diverse range of needs related to intellectual property systems. To respond to 

those needs, we are providing a wide variety of measures.

We continue to support your business in the time of transformation.  

User-FriendlinessUser-Friendliness

We started the Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio 
Supporting Business Strategy in 2013 corresponding to the 
user demands for collective protection of product-related 
intellectual property before a new product is marketed. 
This system enables col lect ive examinat ions on al l  
applications for the patents, trademarks, and designs that 
are necessary for business and ensures timely acquisition 
of rights. In 2019, there were 39 such requests. Interview 
examinations are also conducted, which ensure smooth 
communication between the applicant and examiner. 
Interview examinations are available at no charge and 
were conducted 3,748 times in 2019.

Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio 
Supporting Business Strategy

30
We had received numerous requests 
for information about key points for 
patenting inventions that utilize AI/IoT. 
Responding to the user needs, we 
released the world’s first examples of 
case studies explaining the key points 
for  acqui r ing r ights to  invent ions 
utilizing these advanced technologies. 
More than 30 such case studies have 
been provided to the world.

patent examination case examples 
pertinent to AI/IoT-related 
technologies issued for 
the first time in the world

More than



600
30

Adapting flexibly to diverse needs.

We released “Guide to Licensing Negotiat ion 
Involving Standard Essential Patents (SEP)”. The 
G u i d e  a i m s  t o  e n h a n c e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  
predictability, facilitate negotiations between rights 
holders and implements (patent users), and help 
prevent or quickly resolve disputes concerning the 
SEPs. It is the first guide of its kind in the world 
that analyzes more than 30 cases of  judic ia l  
precedents. We also offer the “Advisory Opinion 
(Hantei) System for Essentiality Check”, which is a 
service to provide a fair and neutral opinion about 
the standard essentiality of a patent involved in 
l icense negot iat ions. We provide suppor t  for  
preventing and quickly resolving troubles related to 
intellectual property.

The world’s first SEP manual that 
analyzes more than

We are suppor ting regional revitalization by protecting 
regional brands which combine region names and product 
names (or service names).

regional brands as regional collective trademarks

Protecting more than

judicial precedents



85%
of global patent applications

Global  NetworkGlobal  Network

Approximately 85% of global patent applications are 
fi led with five major patent offices, including the 
Japan Patent Office (JPO), the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office (USPTO), the European Patent 
Office (EPO), China National Intellectual Property 
Administration (CNIPA), and Korean Intellectual 
Proper ty Office (KIPO). As one of the five major 
patent offices, we are leading the world’s intellectual 
proper ty  in i t ia t ives in  order  to  address g lobal  
business activities and new technologies.

6,700
We  a r e  a l s o  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  d eve l o p m e n t  o f  
intellectual property environments in emerging and 
developing countries and regions. Our Cooperation in 
Human Resources Development is based on a wide 
range of intellectual proper ty training, and it has 
fostered more than 6,700 inte l lectual  proper ty 
personnel.
Since 1987, we have also provided a var iety of 
technical cooperation to more than 80 countries and 
reg ions through the cont r ibu t ion to  the WIPO 
Funds-in-Trust Japan Industrial Property Global. We 
suppor t  the development of  environments that  
prov ide sui table protect ion for  the in te l lectual  
property, which is the engine of sustainable economic 
growth, and that contribute to your business.

Supporting the cutting edge of Supporting the cutting edge of 
the times on a global scale.the times on a global scale.
We provide powerful support for your global business.

We take every opportunity to request and provide cooperation with entities around the 

world so that our users are able to build a global intellectual property portfolio with us.

Leading the world as one of five major 
patent offices that account for
approximately

intellectual property personnel trained

More than

80
Technical cooperation with more than

countries and regions



45
45

– the largest network in the world

We provide support for efficient acquisition of stable patent rights 
on a global scale. One of our suppor t systems is the Patent 
Prosecution Highway (PPH). The PPH allows you to quickly 
acquire rights from other intellectual property offices. With our 
largest PPH network in the world, we can help you develop your 
global intellectual property portfolio.

The World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) is a special agency of the United 
Nations that administers an international 
intellectual property system. Since joining 
the WIPO in 1975, we have been contributing 
actively to WIPO activities. For example, as 
one of the largest users of the international 
applications for patents and international 
registrations for designs and trademarks 
administered by the WIPO, Japan makes 
numerous statements and proposals for 
improvements from a user perspective.

Supporting the cutting edge of 
the times on a global scale.

PPH partners

years

Contributions to the WIPO for 
more than



Commissioner

Deputy Commissioner

JPO website

Organizational Chart

Policies, statistics, pamphlets, and other materials

The Japan Patent Office Policy Planning and
Coordination Department

Trademark and Customer Relations 
Department

Patent and Design Examination Department 
(Physics, Optics, Social Infrastructure and Design)

Patent Examination Department
(Mechanical Technology)

Patent Examination Department
(Chemistry, Life Science and Material Science)

Patent Examination Department
(Electronic Technology)

Trial and Appeal Department

Personnel Division

General Coordination Division

Budget and Accounts Division

Policy Planning and Research Division

IP Promotion Division

International Policy Division

International Cooperation Division

Customer Relations Policy Division

Application Division

Trademark Division

Administrative Affairs Division

Design Division

Trial and Appeal Division

The JPO Quick Reads JPO Status Report List of JPO pamphlets

Contact for more information
Public Relations Office, General Coordination Division, Policy Planning and Coordination Department
Japan Patent Office
TEL: 03-3581-1101 (extension 2108)  E-mail: PA0270@jpo.go.jp



Access

●Main Office

● Temporary Roppongi Office

●Cabinet Office

Japan Patent Office

METI Annex
(Trial and Appeal Department)●Exit 3

●Prime Minister’s Office

●Kasumigaseki 
　Bldg.

MEXT●

●
Central

Government
Bldg. No. 4

Marunouchi Line

Marunouchi Line

Ginza Line

Chiyoda Line

Sotobori St.

Shintora St.

Ginza Line

Hibiya Line

Hibiya Line

Oedo Line

To Shim
bashi

To Hibiya

Namboku Line

●
Toranomon Hills

MOF●

●
METI

●
MOF

●Japan Post

National Diet Building

Toranomon
Station

To Akasaka

Kok
kaig
ijid
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ae 
Sta
tion

●Exit 8

●
Exit A-13

Exit 5
●

Kasumigaseki

Station

SUMITOMO FUDOSAN TORANOMON TOWER
(Trial and Appeal Department)

• 7 minutes on foot from Exit A13 of Kasumigaseki Station on the Marunouchi, Hibiya, and Chiyoda Lines
• 5 minutes on foot from Exit 3 of Kokkaigijidomae Station on the Marunouchi and Chiyoda Lines
• 4 minutes on foot from Exit 5 of Toranomon Station on the Ginza Line
• 5 minutes on foot from Exit 8 of Tameikesanno Station on the Namboku and Ginza Lines

• Connected directly to Roppongi-itchome Station.
• 5 minutes on foot from Exit 5 of Roppongi Station on the Hibiya and Oedo Lines
• 8 minutes on foot from Exit 13 of Tameikesanno Station (Kokkaigijidomae Station) on the Ginza, Namboku, Marunouchi, and Chiyoda Lines
• 10 minutes on foot from Exit 2 of Kamiyacho Station on the Hibiya Line

●Toranomon Hills
●

Ark Hills

Akasaka Sacas●

●
Roppongi Hills

SUMITOMO FUDOSAN
TORANOMON TOWER
(Trial and Appeal
Department)

Temporary
Roppongi
Office

Roppongi-itchome Station

Tameikesanno Station

Tameikesanno Station

Kokkaigijidomae Station

Toranomon Station

●Prime 
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　Office
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Exit 2●
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METI Annex
(Trial and Appeal
Department)
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