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Globalization of corporate activities is advancing while the export
destinations expand due to the growth of emerging markets and
overseas advancement of production plants, R&D centers, etc. In order
for companies to operate globally, it is important for intellectual property
to be protected and utilized even outside Japan. Therefore the JPO, while
listening to opinions of users, is making efforts toward further
harmonization of the IP systems among countries and regions, and the

development of IP environment in emerging countries, etc.

1 HNEAERIEDFFMOMEE | Promoting Harmonization of IP Environment
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The JPO strives to harmonize IP environment in cooperation with the
WIPO and other IP Offices in order to improve convenience when
applicants including companies file the same applications in multiple
countries.

The 22nd Meeting of International Authorities under the PCT
(February 4 to 6, 2015: Tokyo, Japan)

This is a meeting where International Authorities, which conduct
international search and preliminary examination under the PCT, gather
together annually. In 2015, 20 International Authorities and the WIPO
attended the Meeting. The JPO chaired the Meeting for the first time and
led discussions on a desirable PCT system that will promote prompt
acquisition of rights in every country.

The 33rd Meeting of the Trilateral Heads of Offices (March 4,
2015: Yokohama, Japan)

The JPO, the USPTO and the EPO have continued to hold Meetings of
the Trilateral Heads of Offices since 1983, in order to cooperate in
addressing common issues surrounding patents. At the Meeting in 2015,
they reached a common recognition of the importance of advancing
trilateral cooperation aiming for the achievement of goals, including
developing an environment under which the public users, as well as
examiners, are able to utilize one-stop access to examination information
of multiple IP Offices, and developing new IT services of Global Dossier.
In addition, they also agreed to continue to cooperatively work toward
harmonization of patent systems and practices while taking user requests
into account. Prior to the Heads Meeting, on March 3, 2015, the Trilateral
Offices invited groups of users from their respective countries to hold the
user meeting with them to exchange opinions on the harmonization of
patent systems and practices.
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The 8th Meeting of the IP5 Heads of Office
(May 22, 2015: Suzhou, China)

The number of patent applications filed with the IP5 Offices, namely the
JPO, the USPTO, the EPO, the SIPO and the KIPO, reached 2.2 million in
2014, accounting for approximately 80% of the total patent applications
filed worldwide (2.68 million in 2014). In response to this situation, the IP5
Offices have been working together since 2007 in handling various
issues, such as mutually accessing examination results, simplifying
application procedures, and enhancing the quality of patent
examinations.

At the Meeting, the IP5 Offices reported the status of their examination
practices regarding unity of invention, mandatory disclosure of prior art
by applicants,
harmonization of patent examination practices. They agreed to continue

and description requirements, aiming toward
to further deepen the discussions among themselves. Furthermore, they
announced the detailed schedules for launching the new service to
provide users with information on patent applications and examination
results of IP5 Offices altogether. They also agreed on the plan for
developing new IT services among the IP5 Offices that will be provided
through the Global Dossier. Moreover, they compiled a document
summarizing the outcomes that had been achieved through IP5
cooperation, the future goals of IP5 cooperation, and initiatives to achieve
these future goals. Taking advantage of this opportunity, a user meeting
was held, and the attendees actively exchanged views regarding
harmonization of patent examination practices.

The 2015 WIPO Assemblies
(October 5 to 14, 2015: Geneva, Switzerland)

WIPO Assemblies, held in autumn every year, are the series of
meetings to decide matters related to the entire organization, such as the
formulation of budgets, appointment of the Director General, and
approval of amendments of Regulations under the PCT and the Madrid
Protocol. During the Assemblies held from October 5 to 14, 2015, various
important issues were discussed, such as the approval of the proposed
Program and Budget for the 2016/17 biennium, the renewal of the
mandate of the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and
Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (IGC), the
convening of a diplomatic conference regarding a Design Law Treaty
(DLT), and the establishment of external offices.
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Meeting on Substantive Patent Law Harmonization (B+ Meeting)
(October 6, 2015: Geneva, Switzerland)

The B+ Meeting is held every year with the aim of deciding the
direction of discussions to move toward the harmonization of patent
substantive examination. The Meeting saw progress in 2015, such as
“‘grace period,”

approving to consider themes like “conflicting

applications” and “prior user rights.”

The 4th TM5 Annual Meeting (December 1 to 2, 2015: Alexandria,
us)

The TM5 is a framework to support the global business expansion of
companies by creating an environment in which trademarks can be
adequately protected and utilized in every country in the world, through
the international cooperation by the five IP Offices, namely, the KIPO, the
EUIPO, the SAIC, the USPTO, and the JPO.

At the Meeting, the JPO took the initiative in compiling the useful guide
concerning procedures for filing international trademark applications
under the international application system for trademark registration
(Madrid Protocol) with other TM5 Offices, and received their approvals.
Moreover, the TM5 Offices adopted a joint statement that listed the
outcomes of the 13 projects, including the plan to compile a collection of
case examples on so-called “bad faith trademark filings” from each
office.

The Inaugural Industrial Design 5 Forum (ID5) (December 3 to 4,
2015: Alexandria, US)

The ID5 is a framework to promote international cooperation in the field
of industrial design among the ID5, namely the JPO, the USPTO, the
EUIPO, the SIPO, and the KIPO, with which approximately 90% of the
total design applications worldwide are filed. At this inaugural meeting,
the ID5 partners shared challenges that they should address, as well as
information on industrial designs, and adopted 13 projects. The JPO will
play a leading role in compiling statistical information from each office, as
well as conducting

investigations and researches on design

classifications.

2 TP IT7EEEDHIDFE | Deepening of Cooperation with Asian Nations
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p Policy toward China and Korea

The total number of patent applications filed with the JPO, the SIPO,
and the KIPO in 2014 reached 1.46 million, accounting for over half of the
total patent applications worldwide (2.68 million). Taking this into account,
it is vital to enhance cooperation among Japan, China, and Korea, in
order for the advancement of global IP systems to develop.
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The 27th Bilateral Heads Meeting between the JPO and the KIPO
(October 22, 2015: Seoul, Korea)

At the Meeting, both Offices agreed to cooperate in encouraging more
IP Offices to provide statistical data, including the patent granting rate
and the examination periods for applications requesting the Patent
Prosecution Highway (PPH). Both Offices also agreed to continue holding
discussions toward further development of the international design
registration system (Hague System), for the purpose of improving
usability of the design systems for users in both countries, and promoting

their utilization.

The 22nd Heads Meeting between the JPO and the SIPO
(November 16, 2015: Guangzhou, China)

At the Meeting, the JPO and the SIPO agreed to extend and continue
the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) pilot program. Both Offices also
agreed, for example, to expand the scope of data to be exchanged
regarding patent information, such as gazette that had been exchanged
between the two Offices, to include information on the examination status
of patent applications filed with the SIPO, and patent registrations. This
will enable users to easily obtain the registration status of patent rights in
China. This is also expected to reduce users’ burden involving intellectual
property activities in China.

The 15th Trilateral Policy Dialogue Meeting among the JPO, the
SIPO and the KIPO (November 17, 2015: Guangzhou, China)

At this Meeting, the three Offices agreed to publish the results of a
case study conducted by the three Offices regarding the requirements to
be followed in making any changes (requirements for amendments) to
the content of documents that contains the scope of patent rights and
the details of their inventions. Such information would be useful for users
who intend to file applications with the three Offices since it helps them to
understand examination practices of each IP Office. Moreover, the three
Offices discussed possible cooperation in a wide variety of fields,
including patent and design examinations, appeals and trials, and
improving information infrastructure.
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B @ EEMNBMES YRy D L Japan - China - Korea International Symposium on Intellectual
(2015%F12B4H~5H : BA - E®\) Property (December 4 to 5, 2015: Tokyo, Japan)

HAMMZER, FENHEEN TR, BENBVEZS This Symposium was hosted by the Intellectual Property Association of
D3RLICIA. BERERSHFTFEOTE T, HRBEKTO  Japan (IPAJ), the China Intellectual Property Society (CIPS), the Korean
BRAOEMEZ BN T 2EFHEEZEDITH. HMEELE. BIE  Intellectual Property Society (KIPS), the JPO and other organizations. At
RO EEWBZERmRETD/IRILT Ay a>%{T>  this symposium, keynote speeches on the latest initiatives were delivered
fco by the JPO, the KIPO and the SIPO, and panel discussions on IP

judiciary, trademarks and trade secrets were presented.

VXASEAN., 1V R » Policy toward the ASEAN and India
ASEANEEEY 1~ RZEDHEEFHAREDSERDE The ASEAN countries and emerging countries, such as India, are
(ERSEE U TEERINTED, INSHEEDIKEER  deemed to be a promising place for Japanese companies to develop
BOREEOBRANS., MPBMEFEORE - mbn2F & their businesses, and therefore, the improvement and enhancement of
o> TWa, the IP system must be urgent issues from a viewpoint of improving the
investment environment.

FOMA7 7 VEFTRESS The 5th JAPAN-ASEAN Heads of Intellectual Property Offices
(2015458250 : B4 - &B) Meeting (May 25, 2015: Nara, Japan)

HAEREFT (E. ASEANZ A D FIRY B 2 fl B B = H#E The JPO established a cooperative framework of the Japan-ASEAN
IR, 20128528 ICASEANEEEOHMBIFET & D/ Heads of IP Offices Meeting in February 2012, in order to facilitate its
ALNIBREOREE U TH7Z 27 VETFTRERS cooperation for improving IP systems in the ASEAN countries. The
BIEZR L, - —=——XEBEEZILHNS. AMBER - 511 Meeting is designed to be an opportunity for high-level officials from the
BMEA Y7 SBESEDOTIEEIT>TWS, A2ATIE. 7 JPO and the IP Offices (IPOs) in the ASEAN countries to exchange
T 7 VAN EETEIEIE2011—2015IC& W 20155  opinions. The JPO, based on user needs, has implemented a wide range
FOMBNBEEZEE SN IEEOEBRHESE (YRYUw R of assistance activities such as support for human resource development
HEBEE) HEOEKE. ROEEODELICHIFEA  and building IP infrastructure. At the 5th Meeting, the JPO and the ASEAN
EER - EEEEESBICEIIMEORIELEZED20154F  IPOs formulated an action plan for IP-related cooperation in FY2015,
EOMNMESBOHRANTAT ZLZEET DL EBIC, including sharing information on its operating procedures for handling
2016EE LS MM ER D OF{ %8 U TASEANSE  applications under the international trademark application system (Madrid
BHEEOERICEM TS &R L. TH7 275 Protocol), to which ASEAN IPOs were aiming to accede by 2015
WMHRER), ZFIRL ., according to the ASEAN Intellectual Property Rights Action Plan 2011-
2015, and sharing JPO's practices for developing new recruits and
managing examiners in order to speed up examinations. The JPO and
the ASEAN IPOs also affirmed their commitment to deep their
cooperation in the field of intellectual property beyond FY2016 so as to
contribute to the realization of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC)
and thus, adopted the ‘Joint Statement on Cooperation on Industrial
Property Rights for Sustainable Economic Development in ASEAN and
Japan.”
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Strengthening the Bilateral Cooperative Relationship with the
ASEAN Countries

The JPO held bilateral meetings with the heads of the IP Offices of the
ten ASEAN countries on the occasion of the 5th Japan-ASEAN Heads of
Intellectual Property Offices Meeting. In these bilateral meetings, the JPO
signed Memorandums of Cooperation with the IP Offices of Brunei, Laos,
and Thailand. Upon signing these three MOCs, the JPO has concluded
Memorandums of Cooperation with all IP Offices of the ten ASEAN
countries. Based on these Memorandums of Cooperation, the JPO will
further advance bilateral cooperation with each of these countries. The
major achievements of FY2015 were as follows;

(i) Exchanging Data such as Patent Gazettes

The JPO agreed to exchange data such as patent gazettes with the
Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS), the Intellectual Property
Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL), the National Office of Intellectual
Property of Vietham (NOIP) and the Department of Intellectual Property of
Thailand. The JPO is preparing to provide data received from these IP
Offices via the Internet (Foreign Patent Information Service (FOPISER))*™
(See Part Il, Chapter 3, Section 1,3).

(ii) Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)

The JPO agreed to start the PPH program with the NOIP from April
2016. As a result, from that day on, the JPO will operate the PPH program
with six major ASEAN countries (the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam), which means that the PPH is available
for almost all applications filed with IP Offices in the ASEAN countries by
Japanese applicants. As a part of the promotion of the PPH, the JPO co-
hosted the PPH Seminar in Kuala Lumpur with the Intellectual Property
Cooperation of Malaysia (MylPO), with which the JPO started the PPH
program in 2014,

(iii) Competency of PCT International Searches and International
Preliminary Examinations

The JPO reached an agreement with the Intellectual Property Office of
Brunei Darussalam (BrulPO) and the Department of Intellectual Property
of Laos that the JPO would start conducting international searches and
international preliminary examinations, as a competent International
Searching Authority (ISA) and International Preliminary Examining
Authority, on international applications filed with either of these IP Offices
or the WIPO International Bureau. Moreover, the JPO and the IPOS
agreed to start an Examination Capability Enhancement Program in
Collaboration with the Private Sector (See Part I, Chapter 1, Section 1,

6.(iv)).

%14 https://www.foreignsearch.jpo.go.jp/
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*14 https://www.foreignsearch.jpo.go.jp/



(iv) FETEREEWR] - REXE

N L=y T7HNMEAMLICEL, A2 -5V TR
I7NHORFHEEELEDEREZXE I DcH. ARFD
HAERFFTORT - EAMEEEEER VST - ZAH
FEE/N\VRT VI, TCICEFNSOHRET 7O IEBN
U. BiIE%ZToTco ZARAMNPER E DB THRITES
HEEDEEDXIED LD, HHEEHTWNS,

(v) HMMBAETRIIXE

MMM ET ORIIANFIT TEFZED TVWEI v Y —
A ANBMETHNOERE 7 O—REXE., EhERFRE
F£XE RBAFHEBRERIESOHOZRIEL TWS,

(vi) ¥RYUy RpEBEEMBEZIE

ASEANZK 19 i1 FE #2 17 8) 5T E12011-2015Ic & D =,
ASEAND % < DHMHEFN2015FERNDN R U v R
EHREEMBEZEELTVWDE IS, AVRITEEEE
WAOLU. XRUY RBEREEICHAIT Z2REAT—7
VavTaT /R THEV, e, XL—Y7HIN
MERNTICHULIYRY Y RBEBEEDERTERZTO
SEEEEEDRERT>RE. BREZ/HFTOYRY v
RpEBREEDERICEI 2HAROEFZRI U,

(vii) ZDftaDFHA

1Y RR U PHNMERR & HNMEERRZR S5,
20158 10827H~28HICY 3 7 Y v A FICTEIE
BAYRRXRITPMMTA—Z L2z HELU L, &fco AVIR
V7 IEFIEE EFANBFOBAICOVWTIREL TS,

1 £V & ORI

HAERFT S Y RETEEZEBR - IREF (&,
2015F6A. FHERVOERKICEAT 2FREE. HRE
BEEMROERZRCERERNMA LICE T AMAREE
BOMNREZICEA LU, ARER. HElmizEE LU TEE
EINBAYRAD, BPEEERNSDERE - EIRIE
AzANMEOAIENSZET 26 DT, BAERTIE
RAREZREZ. ANPMEINEYICRES NIRENEH
INDES. AV REITHAEEBCE - REF & OBHzE
HTW,

SB28R

2015 DHER AR E
Part 2 Result of Measures in 2015

F28 /0-NIRENHEREOREICEIIT / Chapter 2 Efforts toward the Development of
the Global Intellectual Property
Environment

(iv) Support for Formulating and Revising the Patent Examination

Guidelines

In order to support the MylPO with formulating the patent examination
guidelines in the field of computer software, the JPO introduced its
“Examination Guidelines for Patents and Utility Models” and “Examination
Handbook for Patents and Utility Models,” and explained how they have
been revised, while making useful suggestions. The JPO is also
advancing its cooperation with the Department of Intellectual Property of
Laos to support it with formulating the patent examination guidelines.

(v) Support for Establishing an Intellectual Property Office

The JPO has been strengthening its cooperation for Myanmar that has
been making preparations to establish its own IP Office. Specifically, the
JPO has been supporting the formulation of the internal work flows, the
building up of the promotional methods, and the establishment of the IP
attorney system.

(vi) Support for Acceding to the Madrid Protocol

Based on the ASEAN Intellectual Property Right Action Plan 2011-2015,
many of the IP Offices in the ASEAN countries had been working toward
accession to the Madrid Protocol by 2015. In line with such movement,
the JPO, in cooperation with the Ministry of Commerce of Cambodia,
held a workshop for agents on the Madrid Protocol in Phnom Penh.
Moreover, the JPO sent trademark examiners to the MyIPO to support its
Madrid Protocol operations. In this way, the JPO has been strengthening
the sharing of knowledge and experiences concerning Madrid Protocol
operations.

(vii) Other Types of Cooperation

The JPO co-hosted, with the Directorate General of Intellectual Property
(DGIP) of Indonesia, the 1st Indonesia- Japan IP Forum in Jogjakarta
from October 27 to 28, 2015 to raise awareness on intellectual property.
Moreover, the JPO is considering the possibility of cooperation in the
patent field with the Ministry of Industry and Handicraft of Cambodia.

Strengthening IP Cooperation with India

In June 2015, the JPO and the Department of Industrial Policy and
Promotion (DIPP) of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry of India
signed a Memorandum of Cooperation stipulating the sharing of
information on the legal systems and operational practices, human
resource development for the improvement of examination capacity,
including the utilization of Examiner Exchange Programs, and others. This
Memorandum of Cooperation aims to support Japanese industries, from
the aspect of intellectual property, with investing and expanding their
businesses in India that has been an attractive emerging market. The
JPO will, based on this Memorandum of Cooperation, advance its
cooperation with the DIPP of India in order to improve the IP environment
in India, where intellectual property is adequately protected.
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Sending and Accepting Experts and Holding Seminars

The JPO holds workshops, accepts foreign trainees, and sends experts
overseas. One of the major activities conducted in FY2015 was sending
of long-term experts to the technical cooperative projects in Vietham and
Indonesia implemented by the Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA). The JPO also has a JICA long-term expert assigned in Myanmar
for the purpose of providing support for establishing its IP Office.
Moreover, the Heads of Intellectual Property Office Conference (HIPOC)
for Countries in South Asia and Southeast Asia was held at the JPO in
June 2015, and a seminar for the dissemination and utilization of patent
information was held at the JPO in November 2015. In January 2016, a
workshop on applications for international registration was held in
Cambodia.

Expansion of Cooperation with Countries in Latin America, Middle
East and Africa
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In recent years, in addition to Asia which has been a principal target of
Japanese industries for investments, the potential of the markets in Latin
America, Middle East and Africa is drawing their attention. Taking this
trend into account, the JPO is strengthening its relationship with such
emerging markets.

Expansion of IP Cooperation with Argentina

The JPO has been deepening its cooperative relationship with the
National Institute of Industrial Property of Argentina (INPI) by, for example,
inviting Argentine trainees. In line with this, in October 2015, the two
Offices signed a Memorandum of Cooperation stipulating the promotion
of mutual understanding of their respective intellectual property systems,
the sharing of experiences on improvements of examination efficiency
and workload capacity, and the enhancement of interactions between the
IP Offices and the IP system users by, for example, providing information
through holding seminars, to further deepen their bilateral cooperative
relationship.

Expansion of IP Cooperation with Egypt

Egypt attracts comparatively much attention from Japanese industries
among African countries. Egypt is one of the few African countries that
conduct substantive examinations at their IP Offices. Taking this into
account, the JPO started a PPH pilot program with the Egyptian Patent
Office, the first one of its kind in Africa, in June 2015, and signed a
Memorandum of Cooperation in October 2015 to deepen their
cooperative relationship in area of patent examination.
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Part 2 Result of Measures in 2015
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the Gilobal Intellectual Property
Environment

Expansion of IP Cooperation with Other Areas in Africa

In November 2015, the JPO held an African Ministerial Conference in
Dakar, Senegal, inviting Ministers in charge of intellectual property
administration from African countries, to highlight the importance of
intellectual property for economic development, and to encourage them
to undertake initiatives for developing the IP system in their respective
countries.
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