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Message from the Commissioner
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With the world undergoing remarkably rapid transformation,
companies are now paying closer attention to more carefully
selecting and consolidating their business activities and also
expanding their business operations overseas. This is to enable
them to become more competitive in the global market. As a
result, their IP strategies are also becoming more sophisticated
and globalized.

Looking at statistical information, the number of patent
applications filed with the Japan Patent Office (JPO) was 318,381
in 2016. While the number of filings have been gradually
decreasing in recent years, the ratio of patent registrations by
filing year has been increasing. This indicates that applicants
have been steadily shifting their IP strategies from quantity to
quality. In 2016, 44,495 PCT international applications were filed
with the JPO as their receiving office, setting a new record high.
In addition around 2.889 million patent applications were filed
worldwide in 2015, which was also a record high.

Under such circumstances, the JPO has been aiming to realize
the “world’s fastest and utmost quality examination in IP system”
so that once applicants obtain patents in Japan, they may also
be able obtain patents abroad, even smoothly, on the ground
that the JPO’s examination results are used as trustworthy
judgements when foreign IP Offices conduct examinations.

As a part of it, the JPO has been aiming to realize the
shortening of the “total pendency” period to 14 months or less
on average by FY2023. In addition, we have been working to
expand the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) with other
countries, as a means to efficiently advance examinations in
other countries by making effective use of the JPO’s examination
results.

The JPO has also been implementing initiatives in the area of
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quality improvement, based on the quality policy formulated in
March 2014. In addition, in responding to societal changes, etc.,
the JPO revised its Examination Guidelines for Patent, Ultility
Model, Design, and Trademark in 2016.

The JPO has been working on a number of initiatives with 1P
organizations in terms of providing more support to companies
SO as to enable them to expand their businesses overseas. In
2016 also, the JPO continued advancing discussions on
harmonizing IP systems and practices by hosting The 9th IP5
Heads Meeting and holding various multilateral and bilateral
meetings during the 56th Series of Meetings of the Assemblies of
the Member States of the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPQO). Furthermore, the JPO has contributed to deepening
discussions on IP dispute resolution by hosting the Symposium
on Patent Litigation in Europe and Japan 2016, etc.

In 2016, the JPO cooperated with other IP offices to establish
patent systems and operating practices suitable to their
respective circumstances by sending experts to emerging and
developing countries. Two examples include sending JPO patent
examiners to lecture at training sessions for new patent
examiners at the Office of Controller General of Patents, Designs
& Trade Marks Department of India; and at the Department of
Intellectual Property of Thailand. In addition, the JPO welcomed
trainees from other countries, who attended training courses in
Japan. Furthermore, the JPO commenced the Cooperation for
facilitating Patent Grant (CPG) with the Ministry of Industry and
Handicraft of Cambodia and the Department of Intellectual
Property of Laos so that applicants who are rights holders of
patents registered in Japan can acquire patent rights earlier for
their same inventions overseas. The aim of this is to reduce
workloads at foreign IP offices in terms of granting patent rights.
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The JPO has also been actively supporting local communities
and SMEs. As in 2015, the JPO in 2016 also enhanced support
for activities involved with IP in local communities by conducting
the Circuit Japan Patent Office program. In addition, to support
SMEs in expanding their businesses outside Japan, the JPO
established the overseas IP litigation insurance system to be
prepared for IP litigation overseas, and started subsidization of
the insurance premiums for SMEs. In September 2016, after
deliberations at the Industrial Structure Council ended, the JPO
developed and released its “Action Plan for Regional Intellectual
Property Revitalization” as a basic guideline governing its
support initiatives, to which it is committed to continuously
enhancing.

In the Fourth Industrial Revolution, which is driving the rise of
the Internet of Things (loT) and artificial intelligence (Al), more
and more things are connected to the internet, so that the
amount of usable and applicable data will increase dramatically.
Such data, data analysis techologies and business models
based on the data are highly expected not only to become the
major source of competitive advantages for many companies,
serving as important intellectual property, but also to bring about
socioeconomic innovation.

Under these circumstances, the JPO, in cooperation with other
relating authorities under the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry, set up the “Intellectual Property System Study Group for
the Fourth Industrial Revolution” in October 2016, which consists
of experts from industry and academia. This Study Group
considers the institutional and operational ways related to IP
standardization, and data that adapt to the new industrial
structure. The Study Group is scheduled to report an interim
summary in April 2017.

The JPO has published this JPO Status Report 2017”, in order
to promptly share its policy outcomes and statistical information
to stakeholders both inside and outside Japan.

IP systems are expected to play increasingly important roles in
converting technological innovations into industrial and social
advances and in promoting investments for the future. The JPO
will continuously do its utmost to provide an even better IP
system in Japan, promote the creation of innovation, and greatly
contribute to industrial growth.

- 3
1 &8
Yoshinori Komiya

Commissioner

JPO STATUS REPORT 2017 003



