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Globalization of corporate activities is advancing with expansion of
export destinations due to the growth of emerging markets, overseas
advancement of production plants, R&D centers, and others. Protection
and utilization of intellectual property in emerging countries, etc., is
extremely important for companies to operate their businesses in these
countries and for these countries to attract investment from foreign
companies. The JPO is making efforts toward further harmonization of
the IP systems and operations among countries and regions, and
improvement and enhancement of the IP systems in emerging countries,
etc.

Harmonization of the IP Systems and Operations
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The JPO strives to further harmonize IP systems and operations in
cooperation with the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and
foreign IP Offices in order to improve convenience when applicants file
the same applications in multiple countries.

The annual Assemblies of WIPO’s member states are the series of
meetings to decide matters related to the entire organization, such as the
formulation of budgets, appointment of the Director General, and
approval of amendments to Regulations under the PCT and the Madrid
Protocol. During the WIPO Assemblies held in 2016, various important
issues were discussed, such as the establishment of new external offices
and the convening of a diplomatic conference regarding a Design Law
Treaty (DLT).
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The B+ Meeting is composed of IP Offices of 46 countries and two
organizations including the WIPO’s Group B members (developed
countries), the EU member countries, the EPC member countries, the
EPO, the European Commission, and South Korea. This Meeting is held
every year with the aim of deciding the direction of discussions to move
toward the harmonization of substantive aspects of patent law.

At the Meeting in 2016, the members reported on “grace period,”
“conflicting applications” and “prior user rights,” which are the focused
themes that have been considered since 2015, and agreed to hold a
symposium for users on harmonization of patent law in 2017.

The Meeting of the IP5 Heads of Office is a framework established in
2007 by the IP5 Offices, namely the JPO, the USPTO, the EPO, the SIPO
and the KIPO that have been working together in handling various issues,
such as mutually accessing examination results, simplifying application
procedures, and enhancing the quality of patent examinations. The
number of patent applications filed with the IP5 Offices reached 2.384
million in 2015, accounting for approximately 80% of the total patent
applications filed worldwide (2.889 million).

At the 9th Meeting of the IP5 Heads of Office held in Japan in June
2016, the IP5 Offices agreed on the IP5 Joint Statement in Tokyo 2016
(Tokyo Statement) proclaiming the future direction that IP5 cooperation
should move toward, including (i) enhancement of the relationship with
users, (i) providing high-quality and reliable examination results, (iii)
exploring the IP Offices’ readiness to respond to emerging technologies.
They also agreed on the launching of a pilot framework under which the
IP5 Offices will collaboratively prepare international search reports
involving PCT international applications, and extend the pilot period of the
IP5 PPH (Patent Prosecution Highway among IP5). On the eve of this
Meeting, a user meeting was held, and the attendees actively exchanged
views regarding patent system harmonization, etc.
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The ID5 Meeting is a framework established in 2015 to promote
international cooperation in the field of industrial design among the 1D5
Partner Offices, namely the JPO, the USPTO, the EUIPO, the SIPO, and
the KIPO.

At the second ID5 Annual Meeting held in China in November 2016, a
joint statement was adopted, which proclaimed that the ID5 Partner
Offices will work collaboratively on a variety of projects aiming to promote
their mutual understanding of industrial design systems and to enhance
user-friendliness of the industrial design services. Additionally, the 1D5
Partner Offices approved the establishment of 12 cooperation projects
focusing on specific subjects, including studies on industrial design
systems and examination practices in ID5 Partner Offices, IT support
industrial design classification systems, statistics, etc. This
approval has enabled international cooperation in the field of industrial

systems,

design to be officially initiated. The JPO will serve as a lead office in four
projects that would contribute to bringing about benefits to both users of
industrial design systems and the ID5 Partner Offices, which are
“Compilation of Industrial

Design Statistics,” “Study of Design

Classification Conventions & Practices,” “Comparative Study of the
Application of a Grace Period for Industrial Design Applications,” and
“Comparative Study of Partial Designs as an Effective Means of

Protection for Industrial Design Innovation.”

The TM5 Meeting is a framework established in 2011 to support the
global business expansion of companies by creating an environment in
which trademarks of companies from around the world can be
adequately protected and utilized in every country in the world, through
the international cooperation by the TM5, namely, the KIPO, the EUIPO,
the SAIC, the USPTO, and the JPO.

At the Fifth TM5 Annual Meeting held in China in October 2016, the JPO
took the initiative of the “Continuation/Expansion of Bad Faith Project.”
The TM5 agreed to complete the “Case Examples of Bad-Faith
Trademark Filings” by March 2017, and for the International Trademark
Association (INTA) to co-host the
group. The JPO also proposed a new project related to quality
management, and agreed with the other members to proceed to adjust

“first joint workshop” with the user

its specific contents in the future.
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The total number of patent applications filed with the JPO, the SIPO,
and the KIPO (TRIPO) in 2015 reached 1.634 million accounting for
approximately 60% of the total patent applications filed worldwide (2.889
million). Taking this into account, it is vital to enhance cooperation among
Japan, China, and South Korea for the advancement of global IP
systems.

At the 28th Heads Meeting between the JPO and the KIPO held in
Japan on December 7, 2016, the JPO and the KIPO signed the revised
version of the Memorandums of Cooperation to expand the scope of the
exchange of the lists of regional collective trademarks and geographical
indications (Gl), which has been implemented since 2010. Through this,
the Gls of agricultural, forestry and fishery products to be protected by
the Geographical Indications Act in Japan, which was enforced in June
2015, and the “Certification Mark for Geographical Indications” registered
under the Trademark Act in South Korea will be added to the scope of the
exchange of the lists.

At the 23rd Heads Meeting between the JPO and the SIPO held on
December 8, 2016, the JPO and the SIPO agreed not only to continue to
implement the JPO-SIPO Examiner Exchange Program through utilization
of cases under the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH), etc., but also to
expand its scope to a larger scale, to continuously invite examiners of
Patent Examination Cooperation Center under the SIPO to participate in
the Program, to ensure opportunities to exchange opinions between
participating examiners and users in their partner countries, and to
enhance contents of the Program. The JPO and the SIPO also agreed, in
relation to accession of China to the Geneva Act of the Hague
Agreement, that the JPO would further provide cooperation for the SIPO
through sharing information on the experiences when Japan acceded to
the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement, as well as the status after its
accession.

At the 16th Trilateral Policy Dialogue Meeting among the JPO, the SIPO
and the KIPO held on December 8, 2016, the JPO, the SIPO and the
KIPO agreed to publish the reports outlining the results of the
comparative studies and case studies that had been conducted at the
Joint Experts Group for Patent Examination (JEGPE), to publish the
results of the comparative studies on the trial systems for patent
invalidation among Japan, China, and Korea, and to exchange statistical
information on trials/appeals periodically from now onward. The JPO, the
SIPO and the KIPO also exchanged opinions on the future TRIPO
cooperation, resulting in the agreement to hold the Joint Experts Group
for Patent Examination (JEGPE) and the Joint Experts Group for
Automation (JEGA) Meeting, which had been held periodically on a
necessary basis, and to consider on how to hold experts’ meetings in a
more efficient manner.
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Accession to the Patent Law Treaty (PLT) and the Singapore
Treaty on the Law of Trademarks (STLT)

The PLT and the STLT are treaties aiming to harmonize and streamline
national application procedures that differ from country to country in
order to make such procedures more user friendly.

The PLT and the STLT took effect on June 11, 2016 in Japan. In order
to be in compliance with those treaties, the "Act for Partial Amendment to
the Patent Act and Other Acts (Act No. 55 of 2015),” including relevant
provisions to implement procedures stipulated in both Treaties, was
enforced on April 1, 2016. This has completed legislative measures
having been taken in the past to make available the procedures in
accordance with both treaties.
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Support for Improvement of IP System
in Emerging Countries and Developing Countries
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Emerging countries, such as the ASEAN countries and India, are
deemed to be a promising place for companies from around the world to
develop their businesses. Therefore, the improvement and enhancement
of the IP system in these emerging countries must be urgent issues from
the viewpoint of improving the investment environment.

(i) Multilateral Cooperation with ASEAN Countries

The JPO established a cooperative framework of the ASEAN -Japan
Heads of IP Offices Meeting in February 2012, which serves as an
opportunity for high-level dialogues between the JPO and IP Offices in
ASEAN countries. Since then, the Meeting has been held every year to
formulate and review the ASEAN IPOs - JPO IPR Action Plan. At the 6th
ASEAN -Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting held in Indonesia in July 2016,
the JPO agreed to the “the ASEAN IPOs - JPO IPR Action Plan 2016-
2017” with ASEAN IPOs, including the cooperation toward formulating and
revising the patent examination guidelines in ASEAN countries, the
support for accession to international treaties and its operations, and the
sharing of the JPO’s knowledge and know-hows regarding training
examiners and managing examination practices. As the cooperation
toward formulating and revising the patent examination guidelines based
on this Action Plan, the JPO hosted the patent examination guidelines
seminar in Japan in September 2016, and shared the JPO’s experiences
and knowledge with practitioners from ASEAN IPOs.

(i) Bilateral Cooperation with ASEAN Countries

In addition to the multilateral cooperation with ASEAN countries, the
JPO signed Memorandums of Cooperation with each IP Office of the ten
ASEAN countries to provide support tailored to each country’s
circumstances, and has been advancing bilateral cooperation with each
of these countries. The major achievements of FY2016 were as follows;

a. Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)
The JPO commenced the PPH program with the National Office of
Intellectual Property (NOIP) of Vietnam in April 2016. As a result, the JPO
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has been operating the PPH program with six major ASEAN countries (the
Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and Vietham) since
then, which means that the PPH program is now available for almost all
applications filed with IP Offices in ASEAN countries by Japanese
applicants. As for the PPH program with the Directorate General of
Intellectual Property (DGIP) of Indonesia, the JPO agreed to extend its
pilot period for another three years from June 2016 and provided
cooperation to improve operations of the PPH program by sending
experts from the JPO to the DGIP of Indonesia several times.

b. Support for Acceding to International Treaties

In order to share the JPO'’s knowledge and know-hows on preparations for
accession to the Madrid Protocol and the operations thereof, the JPO hosted
a training session for the personnel from the Department of Intellectual
Property (DIP) of the Ministry of Commerce of Thailand, the DGIP of
Indonesia, the Intellectual Property Cooperation of Malaysia (MylPO), the
Ministry of Commerce (MoC) of Cambodia, and the Department of Intellectual
Property (DIP) of Laos. The JPO also sent its personnel for the training
session hosted by the WIPO to share the JPO’s knowledge and know-hows
on preparations for accession to the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement
and the operations thereof with the personnel from the NOIP of Vietnam. The
JPO further provided support to the Ministry of Industry and Handicraft (MIH)
of Cambodia for accession to the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) by
hosting a seminar there. Cambodia acceded to the PCT in December 2016.

c. Sending Patent Examiners to Training Session for New Examiners

in the DIP of Thailand

The DIP of Thailand has been working on a three-year recruiting project
to for a large scale of employment of patent examiners, starting from
2016, aiming to speed up patent examinations. Approximately 20
examiners were employed in October 2016. Based on the Memorandum
of Cooperation signed by the JPO and the DIP of Thailand in May 2015,
the JPO sent four patent examiners to teach at the training session for the
new examiners in the DIP of Thailand. The JPO also provided training on
the training method for senior examiners of the DIP of Thailand who are
responsible for training new examiners.

d. Support for Establishing an Intellectual Property Office for Myanmar
For Myanmar that has been making preparations to establish its own
IP Office, the JPO accepted trainees to provide training specialized in the
formulation of the internal work flows in the IP Office. The JPO also sent
examiners in order to help them with formulating examination guidelines.

e. Exchanging IP Information Data such as Patent Gazettes

The JPO agreed to exchange data such as patent gazettes with the
Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS), the Intellectual Property
Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL), the NOIP of Vietnam and the DIP of
Thailand, and has been providing a service in which users can browse
data received from these IP Offices via the Internet. In July 2016, the JPO
also agreed to exchange data such as patent gazettes with the DGIP of
Indonesia and started preparations to receive data from the DGIP of
Indonesia.
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f. Other Types of Cooperation

In 2016, the JPO commenced the Cooperation for facilitating Patent
Grant (CPG) with the MIH of Cambodia and the DIP of Laos (See Part Il
Chapter 2, Section 3-2)).

In March 2016, to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between Japan and Singapore,
the JPO held the Japan-Singapore IP symposium in Japan, in which the
JPO and the IPOS introduced their respective latest initiatives, and
corporations and also introduced the actual status of their IP utilization.
Additionally, at the annual intellectual property conference (IP WEEK)
hosted by the IPOS and held in Singapore in August 2016, the JPO
hosted a special session to share information on the initiatives of the JPO
and IP strategies of the global companies.

At the Second Indonesia-Japan IP Forum held in Tokyo in October
2016, the latest status concerning the IP systems in both countries, the
amendments to the Patent Act and the Trademark Act in Indonesia, and
judicial dispute resolutions were shared

In June 2015, the JPO and the Department of Industrial Policy and
Promotion (DIPP), Ministry of Commerce and Industry of India signed a
Memorandum of Cooperation stipulating the sharing of information on the
legal systems and operational practices, human resource development for
the improvement of examination capacity, including utilization of the Examiner
Exchange Programs, and others. Through this, the JPO has been supporting
Japanese corporations with investing and expanding their businesses in
India that has been an attractive emerging market, from the aspect of
intellectual property, by deepening its cooperative relationship with the DIPP
of India in the IP field. In 2016, the JPO provided cooperation to improve
examination capacity at the DIPP of India by sending 12 JPO’s patent
examiners in total for two occasions from April to May and in August to
teach at the training sessions for approximately 400 new examiners in India.

The JPO has been providing cooperation for the Federal Service for
Intellectual Property (ROSPATENT) of Russia in various areas, including
commencing the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) in 2009. In December
2016, for the purpose of further strengthening the cooperative relationship
with the ROSPATENT and supporting Japanese industries with their
investment and expansion of their businesses in Russia from the aspect of
intellectual property, the two Offices signed a Memorandum of Cooperation
stipulating the sharing of information on national policies for IP rights, legal
systems, examination guidelines, etc., the cooperation in the area of the
examination, such as sharing examination experiences through
communication among examiners, the cooperation on the protection of
intellectual property rights, such as anti-counterfeiting measures.
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(i) Expansion of IP Cooperation with Brazil

The JPO has been building a close cooperative relationship with the
National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI) of Brazil by continuously
providing cooperation in the area of human resource development and
examination. At the Meeting of the Japan-Brazil Joint Committee on
Promoting Trade, Investment, and Industrial Cooperation held in October
2016, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan (METI) and
the Ministry of Industry, Foreign Trade and Services of Brazil (MDIC)
adopted the joint statement on collaboration of patent examination, and
established the working group to consider the work sharing of patent
examinations results between both Offices.

(ii) Expansion of IP Cooperation with Argentina

The JPO has been deepening its cooperative relationship with the
National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI) of Argentina. As one of such
efforts, in October 2015, the JPO and the INPI of Argentina signed a
Memorandum of Cooperation stipulating the promotion of mutual
understanding of their respective IP systems, the sharing of experiences
regarding improvements of examination efficiency and workload capacity,
and the enhancement of interactions between the IP Offices and the IP
system users by, for example, providing information through holding
seminars.. Furthermore, in October 2016, the two Offices agreed to
commence the PPH in April 2017, which helped further strengthen their
cooperation in the IP field.

(iii) Expansion of IP Cooperation with Chile

The JPO has been providing cooperation for the National Institute of
Industrial Property (INAPI) of Chile by, for example, accepting trainees
from the INAPI. In October 2016, for the purpose of further strengthening
the cooperative relationship, the two Offices signed a Memorandum of
Cooperation stipulating the promotion of mutual understanding of their
respective IP systems, the cooperation in the area of human resource
development, the promotion of dissemination and raising public
awareness of the importance of IP rights, and others.

(i) Expansion of IP Cooperation with Turkey

In October 2016, the JPO and the Turkish Patent Institute (TPI)
(Currently named as the Turkish Patent and Trademark Office
(TURKPATENT)) signed a Memorandum of Cooperation stipulating the
promotion of mutual understanding of their respective IP systems and
operations, the improvement of the IP systems through mutual
cooperation toward introduction of the PPH and cooperation in the area
of human resource development, the enhancement of interactions with
the IP system users by, for example, providing information, and others.
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The 6th Tokyo International Conference on African Development
(TICAD-VI) Summit was held for the first time ever in Africa in August
2016. At the Uapan Fair” held as part of the Conference, the JPO
introduced, to government officials and others in African countries, its
supporting initiatives in the areas of, for example, development and
improvement of the IP legal system and the enforcement system, and
human resource development in the IP field. To support Africa, in addition
to the budget of the JPO, the WIPO/Japan Funds-in-Trust (voluntary
contributions)*® that the Japanese government provides to the WIPO
every year are utilized.

Sending Experts to and Accepting Foreign Trainees from Emerg-
ing Countries and Developing Countries

For improving and strengthening the IP systems in emerging countries
and developing countries, the JPO has been sending experts and
accepting foreign trainees, etc.

In FY2016 as well, long-term experts continued to be assigned in
Vietnam, Indonesia and Myanmar continuously. The JPO also sent
experts to workshops, etc., related to utilization of the international
application system, dissemination of patent information, IT, and
enforcement, targeting for government officials, etc.
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*23 The Japanese government established the “WIPO/Japan Funds-in-Trust” in 1987 as a
trust fund to the WIPO for supporting developing countries in the field of IP rights,
targeting for WIPO-member developing countries in the region of the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). In FY2008, the Japanese
government established a fund for supporting self-sustaining economic development in
Africa and has been implementing programs such as holding workshops, accepting
foreign trainees and long-term research students, sending experts and computerization
of IP Offices.
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Chart 2-2-1 : Outline of Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)
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The PPH is a framework in which an application judged to be
patentable by the Office of First Filing will be subject to accelerated
examination with simple procedures, upon the request of the applicant, in
the Office of Second Filing that is in cooperation with the Office of First
Filing for this program.

The world’s first pilot program of the PPH advocated by the JPO was
launched between Japan and the US in July 2006. Since then, the
number of PPH participating Offices has expanded to 45 as of December
2016, and the cumulative number of requests for PPH in the world
reached approximately 27,137 in 2016.

The JPO commenced the PPH with the National Office of Intellectual
Property (NOIP) of Vietnam in April 2016,
implementing the PPH with 35 Offices as of December 2016.

resulting in currently

The JPO also undertakes administrative responsibilities for the “Global
Patent Prosecution Highway (GPPH)” which is the multinational
framework launched in January 2014. In the GPPH, all types of PPHs
including PPH-MOTTAINAI and PCT-PPH are available among the
participating Offices ™. The Patent Office of the Republic of Poland newly
participated in this framework in January 2017 and, as a result, the
number of Offices participating in the GPPH has expanded to 22.

The PPH Portal Site™* allows one-stop access to PPH implementation
status and statistical information of the participating IP Offices.

YSEFOJRE / Patentable

PHES
Accelerated Examination

PPHERZE
Request for PPH
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%25 http://www.jpo.go.jp/ppph-portal/index.htm
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%24 Other than ordinary PPH, there are PPH MOTTAINAI and PCT-PPH. The PPH MOTTAINAI
enables an applicant to request for PPH based on the patentability judgment made by
any of the participating IP Offices that conducted prior examination regardless of which
IP Office received a request for patent application. The PCT-PPH enables an applicant to
request for accelerated examination based on the patentability judgement in the written
opinion or opinion of international preliminary examination report at the PCT international
phase.

25 http://www.jpo.go.jp/ppph-portal/index.htm
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Chart 2-2-2 : Offices Participating in the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)
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Chart 2-2-3 : Changes in the Number of Requests for the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) in the World
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The CPG is a framework in which as for an application that has already
been examined and granted in Japan, if the applicant files a request for
accelerated decision on patent granting for the same application with the
IP Office in the country which has participated in this CPG framework, the
decision on patent granting will be made without conducting an
examination in effect. The CPG allows rapid patent granting for
applications filed in countries whose examination systems have not been
sufficiently developed, through utilization of the JPO’s examination
results. The JPO commenced the CPG with the Ministry of Industry and
Handicraft (MIH) of Cambodia in July 2016 and with the Department of
Intellectual Property(DIP) of Laos in November 2016.

As a new form of patent examination cooperation, the JPO and the
USPTO commenced the US-JP Collaborative Search Pilot Program (US-
JP CSP), starting from August 1, 2015.

The US-JP CSP is an initiative in which concerning inventions for which
patent applications were filed in both Japan and the U.S., examiners in
both the JPO and the USPTO conduct their own prior art searches and
share search results along with their opinions before independently but
simultaneously sending a first examination result to the applicant at an
earlier stage. Through this initiative, it would be expected that users can
predict, more accurately, the timing of examination and patent granting
on their filed inventions, and that stronger and more stable patent rights
can be granted to applicants based on prior art search results conducted
by both the JPO and the USPTO examiners.

Both the JPO and the USPTO relaxed the requirement for filing a
request for the US-JP CSP starting from August 1, 2016 and thereby,
applicants have also become able to file a request for the US-JP CSP
concerning their unpublished patent applications.

2-2-4F : BRGBBFEERT OIS LOHE
Chart 2-2-4 : Outline of the US-JP Collaborative Search Pilot Program

1. BXBEEEDPE /
Filing request for US-JP
Collaborative Search

Sharing search results and
opinions between the two Offices

%4 / Sending the First examinatiol
results of each contemporaneously

1

2. TFIC LB — FER - BROLE / f. HH%%@(:%?JJ@%E%%%%%&%}
n

R
Filing applications

&

iR
Fiing applications ‘

1|

=

BUIOBERSR
First examination
FATEM S BT DY results
Prior art search Patentability judgement 1
Ptad 1
1
1
1
1
1
1
. < i
~\~ H
%ﬁﬁ}ﬁﬁﬁfmﬁa% ‘ o %éﬁjimg%ﬁ ‘ -
rior art searc atentability judgement BOEEER
First examination
results

086 JPO STATUS REPORT 2017



B

2016FEDHEFERE | Results of Measures in 2016
$H2E EFMEWE | Chapter 2 International Initiatives

Part 2

4 PCTEREEOEFREE - ERFHZEED Increased Competency over International Search/International
(=32 N Preliminary Examination for PCT International Application

HAERFTUANZRIEET &9 5PCTEERLEIC D The JPO has expanded its competency as the International Searching
WTH, BREESHFTHEEAELRE - ERTHEESIEEE  Authorty (ISA) and the International Preliminary Examining Authority
EUTEBRRATRS - BT HEEREE/ER - 2t TE  (IPEA) under the PCT so that the JPO can prepare International Search
&5, TEFVEEEDDICEEOWTRILAZES TV Reports and International Preliminary Examination Reports for PCT
%, TDNREKIF. 2016F128BETIIMEE L -7z,  international applications filed from other members states, mainly those

2016FEE. TRED., ZAROEEXIZEEENEFEL  of the ASEAN countries. As of December 2016, eleven countries specify
FEPCTEEHFEICDWT, 12BLD. AVRY TP TEIE  the JPO as a competent ISA/IPEA.

SINPCTEEHFEIC D W, HAERSHT = EE A In January 2016, Laotian national or resident applicants became able to

B ERTaEEiEiE s U OBIRT 2 &N FREE >z, choose the JPO as an ISA/IPEA for PCT international applications, and in
December 2016, applicants who filed PCT international applications in
Cambodia became also able to choose the JPO as the ISA/IPEA.

2-2-51 : BAREHFETFTIC K ZPCTEIRLHBOEGREE - BIFFREBEDOEEINT (20165F1271R%E)
Chart 2-2-5 : JPO’s Competency as an ISA/IPEA under the PCT (as of December 2016)
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SEEEMRCE. 1) ETENXBAERVEERE The International Examiner Exchange Program is a measure through
BOWABRICEDBFBEEDT—U Y7 VT DM which examiners from different IP Offices communicate directly to build
. 2) BAERFTOEEER EEEROMTADEX.  up agood work relationship with each other for the following purposes;1)
3) BEDEDOEWLARILTOREM. 4) FFF2EOHAM. promoting work-sharing of patent examination among the IP Offices
5) HAESFTOREOHESEZEME LT, £EFFH  based on mutual understanding of prior art search and examination
TOEEE EBEIMRT 2BETH 5, HAERETTIE. practices, 2) disseminating the JPQO’s examination practices and
2000F4B N 52016F12B £ CORBET. MEAXIEFR  examination results to foreign IP Offices, 3) harmonizing patent
REBOEREEERGZEEZ. 290TEEEL TWLW5, examination at a higher level of quality, 4) harmonizing patent

2016FE. AXEFHTICIAZ,. 1> R, PEF7>%IE  classification, 5) promoting the JPO’s initiatives, etc. The JPO has
UCoHET2HmBEEZ O, BRESFTOEEEZ66 implemented a short term or a mid-to-long term Examiner Exchange
ZRETDEEBIC, FEEBFTOEEE28Z2DF AN Program with 29 IP Offices and organizations in total during the period
T2 o from April 2000 to December 2016.

In 2016, the JPO dispatched 66 examiners mainly to emerging
countries including India and the ASEAN countries in addition to the five
major IP Offices, and received 28 examiners from other IP Offices.

2-2-6H : EIFEEERBRDREE (2000F4A~20165F12R%RH)
Chart 2-2-6 : Records of Examiner Exchange Programs (Cumulative Total from April 2000 to December 2016)
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BHNTFICET 2BERIMEDCH. BEEBFTOEY For the purpose of information exchange in the trial/appeal field, etc.,
D EBEB TCOZME TSI TN, BHEMFR  the Trial and Appeal Expert Meeting is held, aiming to encourage active
26zfEL TWd, 20165 (1F. 6AICHFETE2BHA+  arguments among practitioners of the Trial and Appeal Departments of 1P
BYEMR2EG., SAICEE TE/OHERHEMREA. Offices. In 2016, the second JPO-SIPO Trial and Appeal Expert Meeting
9B ICEATEANIHHBEEYEFIREEZMEL I, was held in China in June, the 7th JPO-KIPO Trial and Appeal Expert

Fro, EROEHEZAVWCERTIBROSERPOEREEFE  Meeting was held in Korea in August, and then the 4th JPO-KIPO-SIPO
EEEL T, REBHFTOEHE & BHERBOERCHE  Trial and Appeal Expert Meeting (‘Joint Experts Group for Trial and
T2, ERBHEREZHEL TWa, 20164 (3. Appeal”) was held in Japan in September.

2RICEETEICHBREREYERHE. 68ICHETE] Additionally, in order to exchange information on trial and appeal
EHAEEREHERZE. OBICHATE2LHFEEKE  practices among administrative judges of IP Offices through the
HERETFEL . exchange of opinions using actual trial/appeal cases and listening to oral

=5, 2016FE10BICHAT, AEEEUNFOEME  proceedings in court, the JPO has been holding the International
RRMFICDOWTERRERRZIT o I, Administrative Judge Discussion. In 2016, the 3rd JPO-KIPO International

Administrative Judge Discussion was held in Korea in February, the first
JPO-SIPO International Administrative Judge Discussion was held in
China in June, and then the second JPO-KIPO-SIPO International
Administrative Judge Discussion was held in Japan in September.
Furthermore, the JPO exchanged opinions with the TIPO in Japan in
October 2016 regarding international exchange in the trial/appeal field, etc.
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(i) the United States/Japan Patent Symposium

The United States/Japan Patent Symposium, hosted by Giles S. Rich Inn,
that provides US legal professionals with a place to exchange their opinions
in the IP field, was held in the U. S. in May 2016. The JPO sent speakers to
the Symposium, where both parties were able to deepen mutual
understanding of IP litigations and trials/appeals in Japan and the U.S.

(i) 2016 International Conference on IP
The 2016 International Conference on IP was held in Korea in May
2016. At the conference, lectures were given by and panel discussions
were held among participants from the JPO, the Intellectual Property High
Court of Japan, the KIPO, the Patent Court of Korea, and the USPTO, etc.
Through the conference, the participants were able to deepen mutual
understanding of their respective IP judicial systems and trial/appeal
systems.
(iii) Europe/Japan Mock Trial: in Patent
Proceedings
An international symposium was held in France in September 2016,

Gathering Evidence

co-hosted by the European Patent Lawyers Association (EPLAW), the
Japan Federation of Bar Associations (JFBA), and the Intellectual
Property Lawyers Network Japan (IPLNet), and attended by people
working in the IP field in the UK., France, Germany and Japan. At this
Symposium, mock trials focusing on gathering evidence in patent
litigations, etc., were demonstrated by representatives of each country,
assuming the proceedings were conducted in Japanese, French,
German and UK courts. Through the Symposium, the participants were
able to deepen mutual understanding of their respective IP judicial

systems and trial/appeal systems.

(iv) Symposium on Patent Litigation in Europe and Japan 2016

The “Symposium on Patent Litigation in Europe and Japan 2016” was
held in Japan in November 2016, attended by more than 400 people in
total, including judicial professionals in Japan and Europe, such as those
from the German Federal Court of Justice and Japan’s IP High Court;
officials of the IP Offices in Japan and Europe; people from academia; IP
system users including lawyers, patent attorneys and industries. Keynote
speeches with the theme of patent infringement and validity were
delivered, and mock trials with the theme of the Unified Patent Court in
Europe and panel discussions on doctrine of equivalents and patent
validity were presented. Through the Symposium, the participants were
able to deepen mutual understanding of IP judicial systems and trial/
appeal systems in Japan and Europe.

(v) Japan-Korea-China IP Symposium

The Japan-Korea-China IP Symposium was held in Japan in December
2016, co-hosted by the JPO, the KIPO and the SIPO, attended by judges,
academic experts and government officials from Japan, Korea and
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China. At this Symposium, speeches on the latest trends of IP litigations
in Japan, Korea and China were delivered and panel discussions on
interpretation of product-by-process claims were presented. Through the
Symposium, the participants were able to deepen mutual understanding
of IP protections by the administrations and the judiciaries in Japan,
Korea, and China.

The JPO assigns IP experts (researchers) specialized in the IP-right
systems to be stationed in overseas offices of groups and organizations
that have bases in major countries and regions in order to conduct a
wide range of information collection and research activities related to the
IP-right systems and operations in respective countries and regions. The
JPO also collects information and conducts field research on IP-right
infringement cases in each country, and provides these results to the
general public through printed publications, internet and seminars.
Further, in consultations on counterfeits, legal advice is provided for
Japanese companies operating overseas through local law offices and
patent attorneys’ offices in respective countries and regions. The JPO
had an IP expert newly assigned in Brazil in October 2016.

2-2-78 : BN TOHMEFIROEE (20165 12F%HE)
Chart 2-2-7 : Assignment of IP Experts Overseas (as of December 2016) **
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* 26 Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO) website > Intellectual Property Protection
https://www.jetro.go.jp/themetop/ip/
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The“Global Dossier” concept aims for building up a virtual common
system by mutually linking the information technology (IT) systems of IP
Offices so that the information concerning patent application procedures
and examinations (dossier information) held by IP Offices can be shared
and that IT-based new service can be provided. The IP5 Offices and their
industries have been working together to promote the following initiatives
through the Global Dossier Task Force.

(i) Dossier Information Sharing System

Under the Global Dossier concept, the system called “One Portal
Dossier (OPD)” has been developed, which allows examiners of the IP5
Offices to retrieve dossier information of other offices collectively. The
JPO played a leading role in the development of the OPD among the IP5
Offices, and in July 2013, the OPD service for IP5 examiners was
launched. Through this service, examiners of respective IP5 Offices
mutually retrieve dossier information for effective examinations.

In cooperation with the WIPO, the JPO established the technology to
link between the OPD system of the JPO and the WIPO-CASE*#, which
is a dossier information sharing system developed by the WIPO, and both
systems were connected in March 2014. Through utilization of this
technology, the SIPO established the linkage between its OPD system
and the WIPO-CASE in July 2014, and the USPTO and the KIPO
established the linkage between their OPD systems and the WIPO-CASE
in 2015. Subsequently, the EPO also established the linkage between its
OPD system and the WIPO-CASE in July 2016. As a result, the dossier
information sharing network has expanded beyond the framework of the
IP5 Offices.

Meanwhile, the IP5 Offices have been working together to make the
OPD service available to public users. Since July 2016, in Japan, dossier
information™® of inventions whose applications were filed with the IP5
Offices or other IP Offices participating in the WIPO-CASE, has been
available to public users through the Japan Platform for Patent
Information (J-PlatPat) (see Part Il, Chapter 3, Section 1-1)-(i) Provision of
Information on Patent Applications and Examinations Results in Each
Country to Users).

%27 World Intellectual Property Organization - Centralized Access to Search
and Examination

%28 2016F12AKE. 21— —HJ-PlatPatz N L T RV TiERZz SR
TEBFIE. ERFFFT. AT HNMETROWIPOTH® %,
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*27 World Intellectual Property Organization - Centralized Access to Search and Examination

*28 As of December 2016, IP Offices which users can retrieve dossier information from
through the J-PlatPat are limited to the IP5 Offices, the Canadian Intellectual Property
Office (CIPO), and the WIPO.



2-2-8H : RYITEHMOHABVYRAT L
Chart 2-2-8 : Dossier Information Sharing System

7> R—=9) - KT
One Portal Dossier

EH / Linkage

(OPD)
BA
Japan
WS T E KE
EPO USA
FBE E
Korea China

S *
. _

(f#&&Z)1

B

2016FEDHEFERME | Results of Measures in 2016 Part 2
$H2E EFMEWE | Chapter 2 International Initiatives
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21 countries/organizations’
participated, in addition to the IP5
Offices (as of December 2016)
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Chart 2-2-9 : Outline of Five Short-Term Priorities

Singapore, Thailand, Chile, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Philippines,
Brunei, Vietnam, Malaysia, Mongolia, Laos, EAPO, WIPO

(i) Five Short-Term Priorities

At the Global Dossier Task Force Meeting held in January 2015, the
request was made by the industries to work on five short-term Priorities
(XML Based Documents, Active Component—Inter-Office  Document
Sharing, Alerting, Legal Status, Applicant Name Standardization) as the
immediate goals, while moving toward the realization of cross-filing as
the ultimate goal of the Global Dossier that allows users to file the
application with multiple offices simultaneously. Based on this request,
the IP5 Offices have been considering specific steps and issues to be
addressed toward the realization of five short-term priorities.

At the Meeting of IP5 Heads of Offices held in Japan in June 2016, the
IP5 Offices agreed to the specific contents of implementation items and
the future course of action, etc.

FEHARESEAIEE U—RFF BE
Five Short-Term Priorities Lead Office Outline

HREEPFHREEZOXMLE BAERSTT
XML Based Documents JPO

POIT 4 T AVIR—2 Y NREFT

BCOEEHLE KEREFEIRT
Active Component—Inter- USPTO

Office Document Sharing

72— MERE BRANASFEF T
Alerting EPO
U—HIVAT—F R PEERIHEES
Legal Status SIPO
HREAZMOF— o
Applicant Name gﬁﬁ;}gﬁ

Standardization

AXRKHFTOLRENE - FREESFZXMLTRHT DD,
Provide applicants with documents of applications and procedures in
XML format.

BEADNRXRERITOSH B FICT o cFmn'. OARFICBVTEEMBFHREL
TEIFNICNESND T —E RDEIFEE,

Conduct proof of concept of the service in which a procedure completed
by an applicant at one of the IP5 Offices is also processed automatically
in the remaining IP5 Offices as an effective procedure.

AARFHTICHES e —EDHREICEL T, HHE - SEEEERCEEN B
CEZASEBZBD,

Notify applicants or the public of status changes and file wrapper chang-
es in a series of an application filed with the IP5 Offices.

FARKFFTICHBES NI —EDHERICDOVT, ENRIREZRHE T2 DD,
Share legal status data of patents and applications across the IP5 Offices.

BE—HEATHD(CHNND S T HFEIC K > TR > THRo S NUCHBARBIRZRR
—32HD,

Standardize applicant names that are written differently even though they
belong to the same applicant.
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