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In recent years, innovation is evolving day by day, companies
are striving to expand their businesses overseas, and intellectual
property (IP) strategies are becoming increasingly more

globalized.

The JPO is working with other IP offices and organizations to

advance the seamless protection of IP worldwide.

In 2017, the JPO continued discussions to harmonize [P
systems and operations at the Fifty-Seventh Series of Meetings
of the Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO and other
meetings with IP offices from all over the world. At the Tenth IP5
Heads Meeting, the JPO agreed a new IP5 vision that includes
high-quality and timely examinations. And at the B+ meeting, the
JPO agreed to review a patent harmonization package with user

involvement.

The JPO has exchanged information and cooperated with
courts around the world. We welcomed judges from China, South
Korea, and the ASEAN countries at the 2017 Judicial Symposium

on Intellectual Property held in Tokyo. At the Symposium, we
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conducted mock trials, which included procedures for collecting
evidence in patent litigations; and held a panel discussion on

determining the similarity of trademarks.

The JPO, especially in cooperation with IP offices in Asia,
supports the development of IP systems in each country. In 2017,
the JPO dispatched patent examiners to India, Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, and Thailand, who provided training to
approximately 370 new and junior examiners. In addition, we
invited the examiners from Thailand to attend a follow-up training

session in Japan.

In response to innovation such as the Internet of Things (loT),
Artificial Intelligence (Al), and big data, the JPO is tackling new

issues in the aspects of protection and utilization of IP.

As for protection of IP, the JPO has launched several initiatives
to deal with emerging technologies related to IoT, such as
organizing an loT examination team, adding case examples to
the Examination Handbook for Patent and Utility Model, and

developing patent classifications for loT-related applications.
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As for utilization of IP that bridges invention to innovation, the
JPO continues to focus on supporting Small and Mid-size
Enterprises (SMEs), start-ups, and universities. In 2017, we
opened the INPIT-KANSAI office that supports SMEs, start-ups,
and universities in western Japan. The office is working to ensure
more appropriate protection and utilization of outstanding
technology by offering experts’ advice to help companies
develop IP strategies and go abroad while utilizing IP and
providing a venue to conduct interview examinations so as to
promote face-to-face dialogue between applicants and
examiners.

Moreover, we are working to initiate a new fee schedule that

halves examination and maintenance fees for SMEs, etc.

As for Standard-Essential Patents (SEPs), the spread of the loT
has caused companies in telecommunications to conduct
licensing negotiations with companies in other fields, making it
difficult to resolve issues through cross-licensing. We expect
these issues to become more prevalent in the future, as the 5th
generation mobile telecommunications systems (5G) become

mainstream. Therefore, with a view to facilitating negotiations

and helping resolve disputes quickly, the JPO is working to
develop a guide that identifies elements to be considered with
respect to negotiation procedures and methods of calculating
royalty rates in order to achieve a balance between the interests

of rights holders and implementers.

We are pleased to publish this JPO Status Report 2018 and
share with you our initiatives and statistical data. We will continue

to improve our services based on your feedback.
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Naoko Munakata

Commissioner
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