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The JPO has been aiming to achieve the “world’s fastest and
utmost quality patent examinations”, so that once applicants
obtain patents in Japan, the associated examination results
will be upheld overseas to facilitate the smooth acquisition of
rights abroad. To this end, the JPO has been implementing
various measures focused on “maintaining speed”, “granting
high quality rights”, and “cooperating and collaborating with
foreign IP offices”.

1) Examination Performance

With the acceleration of the intellectual property creation
cycle, comprised of intellectual property creation, the
establishment of rights, and utilization of rights, there is a
growing need to shorten total pendency, and the JPO has
been engaging in initiatives to speed up examinations.

2) Initiatives to Speed up Examinations

(i) Securing the Necessary Number of Examiners

In order to maintain and strengthen the patent examination

system, the JPO is working to secure the necessary number

of patent examiners, including fixed-term examiners.

e For FY2020, the JPO secured a capacity of 1,666 examiners
(including fixed-term examiners).

(i) Outsourcing Prior Art Searches

By outsourcing prior art searches to registered search

organizations, the JPO promotes the speeding up of

examinations and improves examination quality through
utilization of the private sector.

o As of December 2020, there were 9 registered search
organizations.

e In FY2020, the number of outsourced searches was approx.
140 thousand, covering not only patent documents in
Japanese, but also those in English (103 thousand cases),
in Chinese and Korean (38 thousand cases in total) and in
German (3.2 thousand cases).
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Pendency for Patent
Examinations in FY2019
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Note: + The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the date of examination request until the JPO sends
the first notice of examination results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a notice of patent grant or a
notice of reasons for refusal).

+ The total pendency (also called the “standard pendency”) is the period from the date of examination request to
withdrawal or abandonment or until a final disposition (excluding cases where the JPO requests an applicant to
respond to the second notice of reasons for refusal due to the amendments submitted by the applicant, and
where the applicant performs procedures they are allowed to use, such as requests to the JPO for extension of
the period of response and for an accelerated examination).
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Figure 2-1-2 | 2-1-2

Year/ % 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Number of Patent Number of FAs"
Examination FAs, Number FAtHE 246,879 239,236 232,701 227,293 222,344
of Patents Granted, and
Number of International Number of patents Granted® 191,032 183919 177,852 167,945 164,846
Search Reports Established RREEf
HBAEEDOFAGHRISTEEHR® Number of International ,
HRUEEEE RS ER S0 :;;;Z&;f ;;tfbhshed 44,321 45,948 47,934 51,666 50,338
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Note: 1. The number of first actions in patent examinations is the number of first notices of examination results (for the
most part, either a notice of patent grant or a notice of reasons for refusal) issued by examiners to applicants,
etc.

2. The number of patents granted excludes the number of patents granted after a request for appeals against an
examiner’s decision of refusal was filed (including patents granted through reconsideration by examiners before
appeal proceedings).

3. The number of international search reports established is the number by year of issuance of international
search reports prepared and issued by the JPO as the International Searching Authority (ISA) under the PCT (the
number of international search reports includes that of “decisions of not preparing an international search
report”).
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3) Accelerated Examination System/
Super-accelerated Examination System
Under certain conditions, the JPO offers an accelerated
examination system/super-accelerated examination system
that, upon the request of an applicant, expedites the
commencement of an examination. [Figure 2-1-3]

(i) Accelerated Examination System

¢ The accelerated examination system for patent applications
may be applied for applications that are also filed in one or
more other countries and applications by small and
medium-sized enterprises, etc. For more details, please visit
the JPO website™*.

¢ In 2020, first action pendency from request for accelerated
examination was 2.7 months on average.

(ii) Super-accelerated Examination System

e The JPO is running pilot programs for a super-accelerated
examination system for highly important applications, such
as applications for inventions that have already been put
into practice and that are also filed in one or more other
countries.

e First action is issued within one month from the request,
in principle (within two months, in principle, in the case of
DO*? applications). For more details, please visit the JPO
website™?.

e In 2020, there were 1,196 requests, and first action
pendency from request for super-accelerated examination
was 0.9 months on average (1.5 months for DO
applications).
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Note: The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Written Explanation
of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” that were submitted.

#E: FHESORBENL. [RREEICEY SFIEHAS I NMREHSNIZHE,

JPO STATUS REPORT 2021

53

Bi-If M~ Bom | sjeeddy pue sjel]/suoneuiwex3 Lisideyd-gied n

3



54

Chapter1 | $1&

4) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Patent Examination”, which
constitutes the JPO's fundamental principles of quality
management, and the “Quality Management Manual for
Patent Examination” (Quality Management Manual), the JPO
has been engaging in the following initiatives in order to
realize the utmost quality of patent examinations in the world.
For more details, please visit the JPO website™*.

(i) Quality Assurance

e Before sending applicants and agents documents by
examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc., managers
in the examination office check substantive and formal
aspects of such documents for all cases.

e Examiners consult with other examiners in order to share
search know-how and knowledge, etc., in order to curb
search and decision discrepancies among examiners.

(ii) Quality Verification

¢ Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners are
audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and format
before sending official documents to applicants and agents.

e In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO conducts
interviews at informal meetings with businesses, accepts
information provided in relation to individual cases, and
user satisfaction surveys. [Figure 2-1-4]

e In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee on
Examination Quality Management, which consists of
external experts, under the Intellectual Property Committee
of the Industrial Structure Council of the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry, and has been implementing
initiatives in the quality management of patent examination,
based on reports by the subcommittee.
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Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Patent Examination Quality
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Results of User Satisfac-
tion Survey (Overall quality
of the international search
and international prelimi-
nary examination on PCT
applications)
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5) Revision of Examination Guidelines

and Handbook
On August 27, 2019, the Supreme Court rendered a judgement*>
on how an advantageous effect of an invention should be
considered in determining the inventive step. As it was the
first Supreme Court decision which indicated how an
unpredictable and significant effect of an invention should be
determined, and has important significance in practice,
discussions were held at the 15th meeting of the Working
Group*© on the Patent Examination Standards on November 20,
2020, as to whether the judgment was consistent with the current
application of the Examination Guidelines. As the Supreme
Court judgment was beneficial for understanding the basic
ideas indicated in the "Examination Guidelines for Patent and
Utility Model”,*7 it was decided to be added to the “Examination
Handbook for Patent and Utility Model”, *@ for reference.

6) Examination Measures for Addressing
Various User Needs

(i) Interview Examinations

The JPO conducts interview examinations to facilitate

communication between examiners and applicants, etc.*? In

response to the needs of applicants and agents, etc. in remote

areas, the JPO not only conducts interview examinations in

the JPO's building, but also conducts on-site interview

examinations and online interview examinations.*'? It is also

possible to conduct an interview examination with some of

the participants participating online.

¢ In 2020, there were 1,883 interview examinations (of these,
195 were conducted on-site, and 1,015 were conducted online).

(i) Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting

Business Strategy

The Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting

Business Strategy is a measure that supports the acquisition

of rights in time with operations of businesses by having

examiners for multiple applications related to the business

(patent, design, and trademark applications) coordinate with

each other to conduct their respective examinations®'7.

[Figure 2-1-5]

¢ In 2020, there were 21 applications for Collective
Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting Business Strategy.

e Of these, there were 175 patent applications, 2 applications
for design registration, and 1 applications for trademark
registration.

*5  "Human conjunctival mast cell stabilizer"
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Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting Business Strategy
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English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/quideline/patent/handbook_shinsa
/index.html
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/handbook_shinsa
/index.html

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
shinsa/junkai.html
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/mensetu/junkai.html

*10 See Part 2, Chapter 3, 4.2 "Promotion of Online
Interviews."
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shinsa/general/matome_sinsa.html
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7) Improvement of Foundation

for Prior Art Searches
Prior art searches are one of the important pillars for
maintaining and improving examination quality, and a
constant improvement of the foundation for prior art searches
for both patent documents and non-patent literature is
therefore crucial.

(i) Initiatives Related to Machine Translation Texts

e |n order to expand prior art searches, the JPO has been
preparing for years full text Japanese machine translations
of US, ER, and WIPO patent documents in English and CN
and KR patent documents, and has been accumulating
those translations on the retrieval system for patents and
utility models.

¢ |n 2020, the JPO introduced the latest machine translation
algorithm for full text Japanese machine translations of CN
and KR patent documents, so as to improve the translation
quality and obtain natural Japanese translations.

(ii)  Initiatives Related to Improvement of
Patent Classifications

e As part of improving the foundation for prior art searches,
the JPO actively proposes to revise International Patent
Classifications (IPC) so as to make the superior
classification entries of FI*'? and F-Term*'2 the IPCs, and is
currently engaged in discussions to this end (In 2020,
discussions covered 5 JPO proposals.).

e The JPO is in the process of further improving search index,
under the principle that FI must be compliant with the latest
IPC, in order to search efficiently for domestic and foreign
patent documents. In FY2020, the JPO amended the FI
scheme for 316 main groups, and conducted F-Term
maintenance for 69 themes.

e |n order to enable exhaustive retrieval of 10T technologies,
the JPO took the initiative in developing IPC that
corresponds to loT-related technologies. As a result, G16Y
became effective as an IPC subclass in January 2020.
Further, in April, G16Y was also newly introduced in Fl, and
began to be assigned to Japanese patent documents.

e By automatically assigning Fl and F-term to foreign patent
documents, it is possible to search both domestic and
foreign patent documents all at once using common patent
classifications.

*12 An FI (File Index) means an original classification by the JPO that is a
further development of the IPC.
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*13 An F-Term (File forming Term) means an original classification by the

JPO expanded to various technical aspects (e.g., purpose, use, structure,
material, manufacturing method, processing and operational method, and
means of control) by technical area (theme).
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Chapter 1

8) Recent Trends in Al-related Inventions

Taking into account recent advances in Al technology
centering on deep learning, the JPO has studied the status of
patent applications for Al-related inventions in Japan and
overseas, and updated the report and previous data in July
2020.%1 This study covered (1) inventions on Al core
technologies and (2) inventions in which Al has been applied
to various technical fields. An overview of the study findings is
as follows.

e Domestic patent applications for Al-related inventions have
increased rapidly since 2014 due to the impact of the third
Al boom. [Figure 2-1-6]

¢ Applications for Al-related inventions referring to deep
learning have increased rapidly since 2014. In 2018, nearly
half of domestic patent applications for Al-related
inventions related to deep learning.

e For Al-applied areas, applications stand out in the fields of
image processing, information retrieval and
recommendation, business-related, and control and
robotics. This year's study shows a particular increase in
application of Al to the field of medical diagnosis.

e Applications related to Al core technology are on the rise,
both to the IP5 Offices and PCT. Among them, the number
of applications to the USPTO and the CNIPA is particularly
high. In particular, the number of applications to the CNIPA
has continued to grow.

LW https://www.jpo.go jp/system/patent/
:  gaiyo/sesaku/ai/
ai_shutsugan_chosa.html
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Number of Domestic Patent Applications for Al-related Inventions
Al BSEF B O EIPISETH B DS

mmm Al-related invention (left axis) Al-related inventions to which GO6N is assigned (left axis) =@ [Ref.] Total number of domestic applications (right axis)
AIBSEHER (Z#h) AIBBEEBAD S 5G06NMISSNT VNSO (ZH#) [5E] ERN2AEOHRAE (G
Number of domestic applications for Al-related inventions Total number of domestic applications
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4,000

Second Al Boom
BIRAIT— L

3000——

2,000 I I

ARRRRRRRRRRRED R
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198819891990 19911992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 20102011 201220132014 20152016 2017 2018
Application year/ tHEEE

1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

mmm Al-related

invention (left axis)
SR (i) 1,167 1,811 2,137 2,509 2,237 1,891 1,495 1,412 1,150 1,183 1,096 1,091 1,209 1,242

Al-related inventions to which

GO6N is assigned (left axis)
ARSEEED S 5 G06N 467 912 881 1032 926 807 654 599 444 403 393 363 353 297

FEENTVSHOD (Zhh)

-® [Ref] Total number of
domestic applications
(right axis)
[22] EN2GOTEHY (B3#)

- - 367,590 369,396 371,894 366,486 353,301 369,215 376,615 391,572 401,932 405,655 436,865 439,175

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

988 975 1,047 1,126 1,080 1,096 1,167 1,700 1,052 1,031 952 963 1,084 1,304 1,858 3,065 4,728

229 249 266 254 235 233 208 203 174 174 151 150 221 343 595 924 1,527

421,044 413,092 423,081 427,078 408,674 396,291 391,002 348,596 344,598 342,610 342,796 328,436 325,989 318,721 318,381 318,479 313,567
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The JPO has been implementing a variety of initiatives
including accelerated examinations and quality management,
in order to appropriately protect designs, improve convenience
for users, and strengthen the competitiveness of Japan's
companies. It also summarizes the status concerning the
revised Design Act, and engaging in sending out information
outside.

1) Examination Performance

The JPO is working to make examinations more efficient for
user convenience. In FY2019 (April 2019-March 2020), the
JPO achieved the “first action pendency” (FA pendency) and

“total pendency” periods shown in Figure 2-1-7. [Figure 2-1-7]
[Figure 2-1-8]

2) Accelerated Examination

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers an accelerated

examination system that, upon the request of an applicant,

expedites the commencement of an examination. [Figure 2-1-9]

e The accelerated examination system may be applied under
the following conditions: (i) applications for design
registration related to implementations with an urgent need
for registration™' ; (ii) applications for design registration
that are concurrently filed in one or more other countries; or
(iii) applications for design registration by businesses, etc.
that have suffered earthquake damage.

e In 2019, first action pendency from request for accelerated
examination was 2.0 months on average.

2 BE

BT TR BYGREOREYI—F—OREME L, &
EEI/EREDESR DD, RHEE. REEES.
Be2OEBEERELT\S, £z, ERREZEICET KRR
ZEEDH. ABANOREZFICDHBATVS,

1) EERE

- —DHEUZIBEICEEOMNERLLZTEDTH D,
20195 E (2019F48-2020%38) (&, 2-1-7R®D =R
BEBMECOHE] (FAlm) RO [MEFMLE OB =
ER LT, [2-1-7E1[2-1-8H]

2) RHIER

—EDOBHDT T, HEANSOREESITCEEOEFE

HZzBEIC<ONTREOHIRPEEFEZERRL TV D,

[2-1-9&]

o BHIEBHIEONRE. (i) EFAMLICDOLWTEIMEE
I EEMBECEEEHFEE . (i) AEICHHELT
WS BEZHEM. (i) EXICLIWEERIES
DOEEZHFHEE,

e 20205 (3. RHIEEORHEHIS—REEEMNE TOHERB
FF132.0H0B.

*1  Among (i), the JPO is implementing an

initiative to commence examinations even
earlier for applications where there are
counterfeits already in existence and there
are no problems in the application procedure.
In 2020, the above period was 0.5 months on
average.
(OS5 ERICRHBSEHNEELZHDTH> T H
BFHRICAHEOEVHREICDOVWTR, LD —BRHIC
BFIIEMEZEERL TE O, 2020FDOFIZCHE
F30.50B.



Figure 2-1-7 | 2-1-7

FA Pendency and Total
Pendency for Design
Examinations in FY2019

2019 FELHIIDEEEED
FA BRI R CMEFIEX T DHAR

Figure 2-1-8 | 2-1-8

Number of FAs and
Decisions of Registration
for Design Examinations

REEEDFAHHRU
EREEHHROHRS

Figure 2-1-9 | 2-1-9

Number of Requests for
Accelerated Examinations
for Design

RERHEEOHLHBDHER

Total Pendency
HEFMEE T DI

Establishment

Application Filing First Action  of Right
HER —REEEM  #EAL
® ) ®

FA Pendency
—RELBAN
FTOHE

6.0 months on average /13 6.0»8

6.8 months on average /13 6.8»8

Note: » The FA pendency is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice of examination
results to the applicant, etc. (excluding international applications filed to register designs under the Hague
Agreement, for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons for refusal).

+ The total pendency is the period from the application filing to a final disposition (excluding international applica-
tions filed to register designs under the Hague Agreement, as well as cases in which applicants are required to
respond to the second notices from the JPO for amendments submitted by the applicants within a certain
period of time).

&5 « FAREIE. LRI SEEBEICLSETFRORIOEN (EREESHRERZR<. ZCERETXIERERBME) FHEA
FAHKESINDZTOHH.
« HEREETOBBIE. HENSRERLA X TOMHE (EREESHERER &z, HRANHELROSN TV SHEZ/-EL
WEFETOLICE ST, HEFTHNOBEDREZROONSIZEFZMHR<.).

VYear / 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Number of FAs 30,448 31,600 31,266 31,749 30,164
Number of Decisions of
Registration 26,156 27,976 27,301 27,909 26,465
SRERHH

Note: The number of first actions is the number of first notices of examination results sent by examiners to applicants,
etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or notices of reasons for refusal).

#E: FAHHMIZ. FEBICLIFEBRORNOBEN (ZICERAEXIEREHBENE) MNEBRASATKESNIHH.

Number / #
300
254
250 2141
21 218
200
150
113
100
50
0
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &

Note: The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Explanation
of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” that were submitted.

% SFHEFEORHAMIL [RHEECHYT 3RBHME I ML SNIERHH.
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3) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Design Examination’, which
constitutes the JPO's fundamental principles of quality
management, and the “Quality Management Manual for
Design Examination” (Quality Management Manual), the JPO
has been engaging in the following initiatives in order to realize
the utmost quality of design examinations in the world*?.

(i) Quality Assurance

e Before sending applicants and agents documents by
examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc., managers
of the examination office check substantive and formal
aspects of such documents for all cases.

e Examiners consult with managers about cases that meet
certain conditions in order to curb search and decision
discrepancies among examiners.

(ii) Quality Verification

¢ Decisions and notices, etc., prepared by examiners are
audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and format
before sending official documents to applicants and agents.

e In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO conducts
interviews at informal meetings with businesses, accepts
information provided in relation to individual cases, and
user satisfaction surveys. [Figure 2-1-10]

¢ In August 2074, the JPO established the Subcommittee on
Examination Quality Management, which consists of
external experts, under the Intellectual Property Committee
of the Industrial Structure Council of the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry, and has been implementing
initiatives in the quality management of design
examinations, based on reports by this subcommittee.

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/
hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

E CoIm] BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/
Aﬁ! 3 hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

3) mEERICAI 3HE
REEEOEARA LD [EEEECEITIRERY
v—|. [BEEEEOREERICEIIVa7)] (mEv=a
7)) OF, HtREESREOEREZEEDOERRICAITTUTOD
BZEITo>TLS*7,

(i) mRERE

o EEEICLDIEA c EEHICHDIEMAICDOVT., HEEA -
REACEESINDHIC, BEZOSERNORAETE - X
HElChzDEEFT v,

s BEBEOBOY —FrHROBREIFIT SO, —F
DEREICHLETIRHEICDOVTIZ. SEEFETER SIS
7 R,

(ii) SRE®

s BEEBICLDIUNZFDHM LI ZDHERE L TER SN
SREEDESICDVT, REBEENEREHKXFICE
Bz E.

o BRABIA—YP—Z—XZL/ET DD, BELODREX
R, BRIRGICEIIRERMN. 1—Y—FHifAEZE
FE. [2-1-10E]

e 2014F 8B LD EXBEBRSMNPENBSDTIC,
HAEBEHEN S L IBAMEBEEE/NEERZRELTH
D, YHNEREZODHREZREZ. BEDEEDRESE
(28517 DEWE =S,


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

Figure 2-1-10 | 2-1-10

Results of User

Satisfaction Survey on

Design Examination 2016
Quality

BEEEDEICDVLTO 2017
I—Y—HEAEORESR

2018

2019

2020

FY / %E

Satisfied
peopes

4) Status concerning the revised Design Act

The revised Design Act of 2019 came into force on April 1, 2020,
and revisions including the start of protection of graphical user
interface, building, and interior designs and enhancement of the
related design system came into effect. Meanwhile, the
provisions related to revisions such as the introduction of
collective application for multiple designs, elimination of the
article classification table, and expansion of remediable
procedures are scheduled to come into force on April 1, 2021.
The numbers of applications for design registration filed for
new categories of subject matter®? were 699 applications for
graphical user interfaces, 304 applications for buildings, and
186 applications for interiors (the total numbers for the period
from April through December 2020).

In order to offer relevant information on the revision of the Design
Act, the JPO launched a “dedicated website on the 2019
revision of the Design Act” (Japanese only) in July 2020, with
summarized information on the revision of the Design Act™**.

o0 00 %
36.0 3.0/ 0.0
38.8 290
37.0 35 0.0
35.9 49 0.0
2.2 310
b P s F
4) WEBEXICET KR

SHMTFEREREZEN2020F 4B 1 BHICHETS . BEHP
EEY)., REROREDRERK. BEREFIEDILFENE
BTz, BHRE—FBERFHROBA. MEXSOEVDOR
BL. FHREEREOLFRICDOVTIE. BEREDIETZE
2021F4B1HICFEL TV,

iz ERETROBEESSRERAE (3. B 699 4,
R 304, RE 186 TH D7z (20205481512
BOBEHEE)

Fe. BEEDUEICET SIEMAEEDIH. 2020F78
2. BREEDHIEICET d1EHEENL: [SHTFERES
CRESSER T ] ZRERL IS,

%3 The numbers of applications for design registration for "graphical user interfaces," "buildings," and "interiors" were obtained based on the following definitions:
- "Graphical user interface": A classification symbol in the N3 class of the Japanese Classification for Industrial Designs is assigned, and the statement in the
column of "Article to the Design" includes a word such as "graphical user interface," "GUI," or "icon."

- "Building": A classification symbol in any of the L0-0, L2 to L3 (excluding L3-7) classes of the Japanese Classification for Industrial Designs is assigned.
However, it excludes applications to which a classification that normally mainly applies to article (L2-52 and L3-2020 classes, etc.) is assigned, or those for
which the statement in the column of "Article to the Design" includes the word "prefabricated."

- "Interior": A classification symbol in the L3-7 class of the Japanese Classification for Industrial Designs is assigned.

The numbers do not include the numbers of international applications for design registration.

[Efg ], RS ]. TE]IE AT EE TEE

@) :BARENE N3 BVH5 O BECHAIMEROTHCEGRI.GU | [P/ 2V]EE5E6.
[ BEABESR L0-0. L2 ~3 A(L3-7 ZBR<) MISLIELBEEE LTRZENRE TSN (L2-52 A, L3-2020%F) M5, X BECHFDS MEMOECHIC M2

SEHOEMR<,
[RE] BARESE L3-7 MI5.
585, ERRESHRHROUMIEZHE .

K4 EETERE BHERE

E https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/
gaiyo/seidogaiyo/
isyou_kaisei_2019.html
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The JPO has been implementing various initiatives including
accelerated examinations, fast track examinations, quality
management, and protection of regional collective trademarks
in order to appropriately protect trademarks, and to improve
convenience for users.

1) Examination Performance

In order to promptly and appropriately protect trademarks, the
JPO is working to make examinations more efficient and
reinforce the examination system. In FY2019 (April 2019—
March 2020), the JPO achieved the “first action pendency” (FA
pendency) and “total pendency” periods shown in Figure
2-1-11. In addition, as Figure 2-1-12 shows, the number of FA
in 2020 was 172,931, an increase of approximately 28.3% over
the previous year. [Figure 2-1-11][Figure 2-1-12]

2) Accelerated Examination

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers an accelerated

examination system that, upon the request of the applicant,

expedites the commencement of an examination (for further
details, please see “Outline of Accelerated Examinations and

Accelerated Appeal Examinations for Trademarks” at the JPO

website*").

e The number of requests for accelerated examinations in
2020 was 11,204, an increase of approx. 38.2% over the
previous year. [Figure 2-1-13]

e |In 2020, first action pendency from request for accelerated
examination was 1.9 months on average.

3 HEiR
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. BHEE. Jr7ANNSvOBEE, RESE. EEIK
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2-1-1TRO [—RBEEME TOHE] (FASR) RO [
AbETOHE] THholz, F/ew 2020FED [—RABERE

A (FAER) (SBIELEHI28.3%BD 1729314 Th o 7=
[2-1-11B1[2-1-12 K]

2) BHAEE

—EDOBHDOTT. HEANSDBRHES TEEZBELD

HRELLITORHEAHEZERL TLD, GHEIZSEHT HP [

ERHES - SPEEONE] 38

o 2020FICHITDRIBEDORHAEIL. FIFELHI38.2%
BIND 11,204 o [2-1-13]

e 2020 (3. RHIEEZOBRHI S—RBERBROBNMET
DHEIEFF1.9D0 B,

English

(BRI E  RHEEOME]
BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/shinsa/soki/shkouhou.html

“Outline of Accelerated Examinations and Accelerated Appeal Examinations for Trademarks”

2 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/shinsa/outline_accelerated_trademark.html


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/shinsa/outline_accelerated_trademark.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/shinsa/soki/shkouhou.html

e A1 21 E Establishment
| Figure 2111 | 2111 J Application Filing First Action  of Right

FA Pendency and Total HiE —RETEM &R
Pendency for Trademark e L O ¢
Examinations in FY2019 FA Pendency :

2019 FEICHITDHEEED —REEBAN 9.9 months on average /¥%59.908

FA BRI R U ERIMb T DA ETOHE | |

Total Pendency
R bFET O

Note: -

10.9months on average /¥13 10.9»8

The FA pendency is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice of examination
results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons for refusal)
(excluding applications related to non-traditional trademarks and regional collective trademarks).

+ The total pendency is the period from the application filing to the registration (excluding applications related to

non-traditional trademarks and regional collective trademarks , as well as cases where the JPO requests an
applicant to respond to the second notice of reasons for refusal due to the amendments submitted by the
applicant, and where the applicant performs procedures they are allowed to use, such as requests to the JPO for
extension of the period of response).

HE: - FARRR. BEHSBESIC &3 EEFROSPOBA (&I BHEE HERERBNE) NHEASARESN S E TOBE G
LWS o TOBERUMSFABIEI RS HEER<.).
- HERMEETOBMBI, HENSRELS T TOME @ LLS 1 TOBERMSREEHEICREHEER<. */-. HEANBES
ET BT EICRAL THFFD SEEORESEHEAICRD S &S HBE Y. BHFIINEEEOESEERDBEEZER).
Figure 2-1-12 | 2-1-12
e | | Year / & 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Number of FAs and Number of FAs
Decisions of Registration FAfEE 131,624 126,407 137,463 134,834 172,931
for Trademark .
. . Number of Decisions of
Examinations Registration 113,025 115,754 119,610 117,186 146,708
EESED FAHBRY SREEER
EREEGHOHER
(. | Number / #
Figure 2-1-13 | 2-1-13
{ 12,000 11,204
Number of Requests for
Accelerated Examinations 10,000
for Trademark 8,110
BIERREEORHGHOKR 8,000
6,000 5,278
4,000 3,447
2,210
2,000 .
0
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &

Note: The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of applications

for which “Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” that

were submitted.

% FHTFEORHARL. [FHFECET SRIEHPEINMRHSNIZHRO 4.
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3) Fast Track Examination

In an effort to accelerate the processing of overall
examinations by increasing the number of applications that
impose little burden on the examination on goods or services,
while responding to the needs for early registration, the JPO
carries out “Fast Track Examination”*? pilot programs. For an
application that satisfies the following requirements, the first
action is issued about six months from the filing of the
application. Applications subject to the fast track examination
are automatically selected by the JPO, so no special application
procedure or fees are required for this examination.

[Condition 1] Applications that only designated goods or
services listed in any of the following at the time of filling.
(D Examination guidelines for similar goods and services
(@ Regulation for Enforcement of the Trademark Act
Q@ International Classification of Goods and Services (the
Nice Classification)
[Condition 2] Applications that no amendment of the
designated goods or designated services has been made
until the commencement of the examination.

“Fast Track Examination”

English

2 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/
trademark/shinsa/shohyo_fast_e.html

[T7 2R3y UEE]

BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/
* shinsa/fast/shohyo_fast.html
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/shinsa/shohyo_fast_e.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/shinsa/fast/shohyo_fast.html

Figure 2-1-14 | 2-1-14 &

Envisaged Pendency for
Fast Track Examination

TrPANNSyOBEBEOEENE
DAA—T

Application Filing First Action
thER —REHEBM
[ ] ®
| Applications filed from October 2018 to January 2020
. 20184108~ 202051 EDOHE
Usual examination /&% DHEE FA

]
Fast track examination /77 AR5y I BB REMH FA R
About 2 months

Applications filed in February 2020 and after
20202 ALARZEDHER

Usual examination /8ED&EX

Fast track examination /772NNy IBERRESF FA

About 6 months from application
HED 5860

earlier than
usual examination

BEOEELD
#20ARL

FA

Note: Since October 1, 2018, the JPO has carried out pilot programs for conducting examinations about two months
earlier than usual for eligible cases. For applications filed in February 2020 and after, the JPO has changed to

&5

conducting examinations in about six months from the filing of an application.

2018F 108 1HMUE. WREGHICOVTERLDHN2HMARLEEZTOEREHTLCELA 2020F 2BOHBN S, HER

HoN6NBETEAEZTOERICEE,
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4) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Trademark Examination”, which
constitutes the JPO's fundamental principles of quality
management, and the “Quality Management Manual for
Trademark Examination” (Quality Management Manual), the
JPO has been engaging in the following initiatives in order to
maintain and improve the quality of trademark examinations.
Moreover, in March 2020, the JPO established quantitative
goals for the quality of trademark examinations to be achieved
in FY2020.%3 For more details, please visit the JPO website. **

(i) Quality Assurance

¢ Before sending applicants and agents documents by
examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc., managers
of the examination office check substantive and formal
aspects of such documents for all cases.

e Examiners consult with other examiners in order to share
knowledge and to make prompt and appropriate decisions.

(ii) Quality Verification

e Decisions and notices, etc., prepared by examiners are
audited by quality management officers to check
compliance in terms of content and format before sending
relevant official documents to applicants and agents.

e In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO conducts
interviews at informal meetings with businesses, accepts
information provided in relation to individual cases, and
implements user satisfaction surveys. [Figure 2-1-15]

e In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee on
Examination Quality Management, which consists of
external experts, under the Intellectual Property Committee
of the Industrial Structure Council of the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry, and has been implementing
initiatives in the quality management of trademark
examinations, based on reports by this subcommittee.

https://www.meti.go.jp/policy/policy_
management/jissityou-hyouka/2020/
R2mokuhyouhonbun.pdf

EfSIE BAE

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/
hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
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Figure 2-1-15 | 2-1-15&

Results of User
Satisfaction Survey on
Quality of Trademark
Examinations
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5) Revision of Examination Guidelines

for Trademarks
(i) FY2019 Revision of the Examination Guidelines

for Trademarks
In FY2019, from the viewpoint of improving user convenience
and clarifying the scope of the right, the JPO revised the
method of making statements in the application when filing
an application for a three-dimensional trademark (revision of
the Regulation for Enforcement of the Trademark Act) so as
to enable companies to protect the shapes of outer
appearances and interiors of stores and complicated shapes
of goods more appropriately. On such basis, the JPO revised
the parts of the Examination Guidelines for Trademarks
concerning Articles 3, 4, 5, and so on of the Trademark Act in
relation to three-dimensional trademarks.*®

(ii) Outline of the Revision

e Examples of three-dimensional trademarks of outer
appearances and interiors of stores were added (main
paragraph of Article 3(1) of the Trademark Act).

e With regard to examination on the distinctiveness of a
three-dimensional trademark comprised of the shape of
goods, etc., the determination standards described in the
Trademark Examination Manual were additionally described
in the Examination Guidelines. In addition, in the part stating
that a three-dimensional trademark designating a service of
the construction industry, real estate industry, etc. and
simply indicating the shape of the building in a common
manner without surpassing it in scope is judged to lack
distinctiveness, it was additionally stated that the shape of
the "interior" is included in such shape of the building
(Article 3(1)(iii) of the Trademark Act).

A statement concerning a three-dimensional trademark
consisting of the shape of a store, etc., which does not fall
under Article 3(1)(iii) of the Trademark Act, was also revised
in the same manner as for item (iii) above (Article 3(1)(vi) of
the Trademark Act).

¢ |t was additionally described that, when determining the
identity of a trademark as applied and a trademark as used,
the parts that do not constitute the trademark should not
be taken into consideration (Article 3(2) of the Trademark
Act).

“Examination Guidelines for Trademarks”
English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/
qguideline/trademark/kijun/index.html

[EtREEREE]

BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
guideline/trademark/kijun/index.html
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(i) 2019 FEBESEEEDNRET
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BT BITEE IR, BAFRVESEEDUETZITo712%5%

(i) HETOEME

o [EHONER - IERICHRDIILABIEOEMZEM @HiZsEs
RE1BEHE),

o FERFEOIMD S HBIABEZEDHBDDEEICDWNT,
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s HEBEZLFERABIZESOR—MHKICEVWT., BEER
BLAEWEDZERB LAV EEBE (WiEsE38E2H),


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/trademark/kijun/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/trademark/kijun/index.html

It was additionally described that, when determining
similarity, the trademark is to be examined as a whole while
excluding parts that do not constitute the trademark,
among other matters (Article 4(1)(xi) of the Trademark Act).
It was additionally described that, if the shape of the
"interior" of a building or the shape of a store, etc. that does
not fall under the category of a building is well known at the
time of the filing of the application as the shape of that of
another person, the shape is judged to cause confusion
over the source (Article 4(1)(xv) of the Trademark Act).

The idea of specifying a three-dimensional trademark based
on the statement in the detailed description of the trademark
was reviewed to also correspond to the new types of
trademarks, and examples concerning the outer appearances
and interiors of stores were added (Article 5(5) of the
Trademark Act).

Descriptions concerning the change of gist were revised to
also correspond to the new types of trademarks (Article
16-2 of the Trademark Act).

BFRHMICHVT, BEZER L EVEDZBRVT, B
BeAE L TERIT D EEFZTER BTEFE4RE1EE
2)o
HEERICERE Lo TWVWS, BADERYD [HE] O
FERRUEBEYICZE L AWEHEOT R E. HATDER
HELDHDOEHMTT DT EFIBEL @EsE4RE1EE15
2)o
BIEDFHMARBOREIC LB FBEDHEEDNDER S
2DV, FILWOY A TOBIZICEC TRIEL., [EFHOH
& - WRICHRDIB[ZEN BIDEBE-RE51E),
BEZFICDOVT. HILLWYA TOBIZBICEC TER (75
BEE16%D2)0
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6) Regional Collective Trademarks

The regional collective trademark system was introduced in

April 2006 in order to more appropriately protect, as

trademarks, regional brands that combine the name of a

region and the name of the goods (or services) (for further

details about this system, please see the “Regional Collective

Trademark System” at the JPO website*©).

Prior to the introduction of this system, trademarks comprised

of “region name + goods (services) name” were not approved

for registration unless they already possessed nationwide
recognition. However, with this system, such trademarks can
be now registered as long as there is recognition by
consumers to a certain extent.

¢ As of the end of December 2020, there were 1,277
applications filed, and of those 699*7 were registered.

e In order to further increase awareness of this system, the
“General Election for Outstanding Regional Brands” was
held in the Kyushu region in FY2017, in the Tokai-Hokuriku
region in FY2018, and in the Tohoku region in FY2019. In
FY2020, the " Nationwide General Election for Outstanding
Regional Brands” was held online, targeting regional
collective trademark right holders nationwide. In the
General Election program, local university students, local
technical college students, local high school students,
regional collective trademark right holders, and others form
teams, and based on interviews with such right holders, the
students circulate information on the attractiveness of
regional brands on Instagram® and present future business
plans (By creating opportunities for student-organization
collaboration to promote the attractiveness of regional
brands, this program is expected to increase the system’s
use among general consumers and organizations
considering acquisition of regional collective trademarks,
and also further promote the use of regional collective
trademarks. Furthermore, through the use of regional
collective trademarks, the program is expected to lead to
sustainable vitalization of regional economies.).

“Regional Collective Trademark System”
English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/index.html

[l FARSIRHIRE |
BAEE
=R https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/index.html
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RBZEOEFNEZEN ORI 28 TEIMH TS Y ROk
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*7 Registration numbers by region are 35 for Hokkaido, 56 for the Tohoku

region, 106 for the Kanto-Koshinetsu region, 65 for the Hokuriku region, 94
for the Tokai region, 154 for the Kinki region, 51 for the Chugoku region,

29 for the Shikoku region, 90 for the Kyushu region, and 18 for Okinawa
region, along with 3 for overseas countries (registrations spanning multiple
regions are counted as one in each region).

BREBEHIEHICR S & A0BE 35 4. 3R 56 . B9 - FIE# 106 ¢ LR 654 &R
BOAFOAME T 54 ¢ FRE 5T £ IUE 29 #F UM O0 OB 18 HHIC IR T AED 5D
HES 3IHBHFSIN TS ERIRICEN 2 bDEFZENZNAD V).


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/index.html

e As a measure to further disseminate the regional collective
trademark system and to widely spread case examples of
utilization of the system, the JPO published the booklet
"Regional Collective Trademark Guide Book," which
introduces the latest case examples of leading associations
taking advantage of the system as "10 success stories of
regional brands," and covers topics including "what regional
branding is," "the significance and the method of creating
regional brands," "the method of registering trademarks as
regional collective trademarks," and "support measures
such as consultation services for the filing of regional
collective trademark applications and subsidies for foreign
applications." The Guide Book is distributed to various
parties, including seminar participants, prefectures,
municipalities, societies of commerce and industry,
chambers of commerce and industry, tourist associations
and existing right holders, for promoting widespread use of
the system.

Figure 2-1-16 | 2-1-16 & ‘

Regional Collective
Trademark Composition
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Common nhame
of the goods (services)
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Customary name
of the goods (services)

o HMEFBABRIEOELSE R CEREMNDOERRZ &
glzo. MEFGEBREERL TLSEFROEMES %
[ 7S > S 10 DRINE] L TRRNI S L EHBIT,
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L7cfF DERGEEA 1 R Tvo] ZERL. SBER
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B % Eitt,

Characters/terms commonly used
when indicating place of origin

FEEZRTTIBICHETND
_|_ XFELULTHERASNhTWSXF

Example) Genuine, specialty, local specialty,
produced in XX, a product of XX, etc.
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4  Trials and Appeals

Trials and Appeals play a role in reviewing examiner’s decisions
as the upper instance of examination, and in achieving early
resolution of disputes over the validity of IP rights. To fulfill the
role adequately, various initiatives have been taken to ensure
reliability and timeliness of trial/appeal decisions.

1) Performance of Trials and Appeals
The status of the proceedings in 2020 is as shown in Figure
2-1-17. [Figure 2-1-17]

¢ Inter-partes trial cases are prioritized over ex-parte appeal
cases in principle for early dispute resolution.

e The JPO gives priority to and conducts accelerated appeal
proceedings for appeal against an examiner’s decision of
refusal cases upon request when the cases satisfy the
specific requirements. In 2020, the number of requests for
accelerated appeal proceedings™' was 167 for patents, 0
for designs, and 20 for trademarks. The average pendency
period*? was 3.9 months for patents and 2.5 months for
trademarks.

BHE, BEOLREL L CEEENLEEZRET R
P, EEFEEOEWLEE D SDHBORRRAE R DEE|
#EoTVWD, INSO/REZ+RICRIT 0., ERIED
BLEREUEARDBERIEORROER(CHEIT 7-7E < DEE
ZEEL TVB,

1) BHIRE
2020FDEEOIRRIE. 2-T-1T7HDESDTH D, [2-1-17H]

o UEERBHEHICOVLWTE., FORHMARAZRD
. FRIE LTEEROEHSEMHLDBENICETF.

o EATARBHEHICOVT, BFEOEHZHI-TH
A, RBHICIDBEEREZ@EMNICIT S RHEEZ XM,
2020F 2B 2 RHABEE ORI 3557 T167 4.
BIET206TH D BEICDOVWTENREHDI LD 2Tz,
FIEHAR 2 (JAEF T390 R BIETHEE2.50 R,

*71 The number of cases where the “Written Explanation of Circumstances
Concerning Accelerated Appeal Proceedings” was submitted and the
cases were transferred to the board in charge. When the cases that
were not transferred to the board in charge (including cases that involve
decision to grant a patent upon reconsideration by examiner before appeal
proceedings) are included, the number of requests for accelerated appeal
proceedings made in 2020 was 269 for patents, 2 for designs, and 23 for
trademarks.

[RHEIECEY SBBHBE I MRESNBPIBE S NHH.BPIBES NG o1z
HHEBERSNEEMS) 22302 & 2020FCE I 2 RHBEROREHHILF
FFNN 269 BIED 2 4 BIEN 231

*2 Inthe cases that are subject to accelerated appeal proceedings, the
average pendency is an average Calendar Year (CY) period from the date
it becomes ready to conduct proceedings, after a request for accelerated
appeal proceedings, to the date an appeal decision is dispatched.
BHRFEOHNREBOLEHFICOVT,. BRFEOREIASNEETELLSTHS
BADFEENS FTOHBOEEF,



Figure 2-1-17 | 2-1-17

Status of Proceedings in 2020
2020 TEORR

Appeals against an

examiner’s decision of refusal Invalidation trials Trials for correction Oppositions Trials for rescission
U - " . Sz
It AR ERhEH ST BRI EUHEY
Number of ., Number of ., Number of ., Number of . Number of )
dispositions ' "ENAeNCY™ gigoasitions+ PeNdeNCy™ yisnocitions PeNdency™ gishositions 1 Pendency™ gigpasitions +1 Pendency
s BEMEC e BESRC s BESEC e B s BB
Patents & Utility
Models** 8,282 12.2 115 12.5 97 3.0 1,014 7.4 - -
H5Er - EFRER Y
Designs
BE 411 7.3 8 12.7
Trademarks
e 818 9.5 112 13.7 - . 414 8.6 985 8.8

Note: 1. The total number of requests granted (including requests partly granted), requests not granted (including dismissals), and withdrawals/abandonments. The

&5

number of oppositions is counted by opposed patent.
2. Average processing period (in months) in CY from the date a request is filed (*1), to the date a trial/appeal decision is dispatched (*2), to the date a with-
drawal or abandonment is finalized and concluded, or to the date a dismissal is dispatched.

(*1) The date a request is filed for opposition is the date an opposition is requested. The date for cases concerning “reconsiderations by examiners as one
of appeal proceedings” in “appeal against examiner’s decision of refusal” is the date it becomes ready to conduct proceedings (the date the case has
been transferred to the board in charge).

(*2) In patent opposition cases, if a “notification of reasons for revocation” (advance notice of a decision) is to be made, it is the date the notice is
dispatched. In trial for patent invalidation cases, if an “advance notice of a trial decision” is to be made, it is the date the notice is dispatched.

. Trial for invalidation statistics include invalidation trials for utility models.

BRI (B8 BRAMIL (SHT). RCRTT - BEOHBOEST. BFHFILISERBUOHE,
FHERA (1) Ho. R (RIPRE) OFEEH (% 2). WFIS - REOHEEH. XIZHATOREEHF TOBRBOBFT, BRUIER,
(% 1) REFEBPILICOVWTIRIEFARIH, HHHEEEERREY CHBVWTHBERECHRBIBMHCOVTRBENECA>ZH @MHBEH).
(% 2) FHFRFPILCSVTHCHERBH (REDFEH) Z1T50DRZOFHXA. FEFENFEHICHVWTHRROTFEZITSODIRIZDOHEH.
3 EMEH OHEtOHEBMEES U,

w
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2) Improvement of Proceedings
The JPO is implementing the following initiatives in order to
further improve proceedings:

(i) Oral Proceedings

e Ininter-partes trial cases (including trials for invalidation
and trials for rescission), oral proceedings, where the panel
and the parties orally assert against each other, are

proactively utilized in order to accurately grasp and sort out

the points of dispute and to increase the parties’
acceptance of the results. In 2020, 37 oral proceedings
were conducted. From April onward, online oral inquiries

were utilized, as it was difficult to hold oral proceedings due

to the COVID-19 outbreak.

(i) Circuit Trials and On-Site Interviews

e When companies, universities, etc. in the local regions are
the parties concerned in trial and appeal cases, the panel
may visit their regions at their request to conduct circuit

trials (oral proceedings conducted for trials for invalidation)

or on-site interviews (interviews aimed at facilitating
communication on trial and appeal proceedings). In 2020,
4 circuit trials and 5 on-site interviews were conducted.

From April onward, online interviews were utilized, as it was

difficult to make visits due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

(iii) Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group

e The “Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group,” which
gathers together practitioners such as corporate IP
personnel, patent attorneys and lawyers, in addition to JPO
chief administrative judges and administrative judges, and
which studies trial/appeal decisions and court decisions
based on actual cases, is convened every year. The Study
Group's meeting was held online in 2020. The Study Group
publishes a report™® that summarizes the results of its
studies. Judges of the Intellectual Property High Court and
the Tokyo District Court also participate as observers. In
2020, the Study Group studied a total of 12 cases: 8 patent
cases, 2 design cases, and 2 trademark cases.

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/
shingikai/kenkyukai/
sinposei_kentoukai.html

BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/
shingikai/kenkyukai/
sinposei_kentoukai.html
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3) Dissemination and Awareness Raising of
the Trial and Appeal System

The JPO is implementing the following initiatives in order to

disseminate and raise awareness of the trial and appeal

system:

(i) English Translations of Trial/Appeal Decisions

e In order to further disseminate information on trials and
appeals of the JPO internationally, the JPO has been
providing a manually-translated English edition of trial/
appeal decisions, decisions on opposition, and Hantei
(advisory opinions on the technical scope of industrial
property rights), at the JPO's website™4, that would help
users with the understanding of the law interpretation and
its practices in Japan. In 2020, the JPO provided English
translations for 97 trial/appeal decisions.

(ii) Mock Oral Proceedings

e The JPO distributes a video recording of mock oral
proceedings online in order to enhance oral proceedings, to
further promote the use of circuit trials and to disseminate
and raise awareness of the trial/appeal system.

Trial Court where oral proceedings are actually conducted
KEICOWBFENRESNDIFFTEHE
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/
i trial_appeal/
pagip:  info-general-shinketsu-eiyaku.html

BH&EE
- https://www.jpo.go jp/system/
trial_appeal/info-shinketsu-eiyaku.html
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