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Message from the Commissioner

RE®S

The adverse effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on the
Japanese economy have been severe. The number of
patent applications filed in 2020 also decreased from the
previous year by approximately 20,000.

Conversely, COVID-19 countermeasures has brought new
business opportunities creating significant growth which
includes acceleration of digitization and changes in social
necessities. The Japan Patent Office (JPO) has implement-
ed various initiatives to support the creation of innovation
through appropriate granting of industrial property rights.

This report is aimed at promptly informing users in Japan
and overseas of the JPO's latest initiatives implemented in
response to current changes, and to publish Japanese and
world intellectual property statistics.

In October 2020, the JPO established the Fundamental
Issues Subcommittee as a framework for discussing basic,
cross-sectoral issues of the industrial property right sys-
tem, including response to issues that have surfaced amid
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Subcommittee discussed and
sorted out ideas on a desirable industrial property right
system and policy for the new era. In addition, it examines
measures to make improvements on the Patent Special
Account, which has continued to be in deficit, such as
reviewing the fees, on the premise of reviewing the opera-
tional processes and cutting costs.

With regard to patents, in February 2021, the JPO published
a report "Desirable Patent System in the Post-Corona/
Under the Corona Pandemic " which covers matters includ-
ing allowing interested parties to witness live, online oral
proceedings, in response to restrictions required for face-
to-face meetings amid the COVID-19 pandemic and chang-
es in the business environment in line with the progress of
Al/loT technologies. Also, the JPO has taken steps to
enhance its communication with applicants, such as
making it possible to hold interviews using a web applica-
tion, in addition to the conventional video conference
interviews, and has revised the interview guidelines in
October 2020 for promoting digitization.

With regard to designs, the revised Design Act became
effective on April 1, 2020, and revisions including the
implementation of protection of "graphical user interface,’
"building," and "interior" designs and expansion of the
related design system came into effect. Design registration
of the new subject matter commenced in October 2020.

With regard to trademarks, due to the importance of the
property value of brands, the number of applications has
increased and, accordingly, the average period of time from
filing to registration has increased. Because of this, the JPO
has continued to strengthen its framework by, for example,
starting to hire fixed-term assistant examiners in FY2020.

As a result of the spread of use of internet shopping and an
increase in small-lot imports of counterfeit goods has
become a serious problem. Therefore, the JPO examined
the need for regulation under the Trademark Act and the
Design Act, and published the results as the "Desirable
Patent System in the Post-Corona/ Under the Corona
Pandemic " in January 2021.

From the international aspect, the JPO is striving to further
harmonize its systems and practices with other countries
and to develop and strengthen systems in emerging coun-
tries, etc., by holding meetings online amid the COVID-19
pandemic. In January 2021, the JPO introduced the new
Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) collaboration with the
National Institute of Industrial Property (Institut national de
la propriété industrielle (INPI)) of France. The JPO will
continue to support your global business activities.

Under the "Second Action Plan for Regional Intellectual
Property Revitalization" formulated in July 2020, a hands-on
approach for business growth will target local and SME
companies showing high potential for intellectual property
utilization, in order to contribute to the innovation creation.
The JPO will continue to provide powerful support to SMEs,
startups, and universities, which are known important
creators of innovation.

We hope that the JPO Status Report 2021 will help you
understand these latest intellectual property trends and
JPO’s initiatives, and will prove useful to your business.

With the aim of realizing a society in which issues will be
solved by each individual's creativity, the JPO will build an
ecosystem of intellectual property together with users, and
will play a role to foster "intelligence" that pioneers the

future of the world.
BN E

KASUTANI Toshihide

Commissioner
Japan Patent Office
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* COoVID-19
Relief measures on procedural periods Promotion MEIOF D1 2RRE
involving statutory time limits of Online Interviews
R O F R EE AVSA VEEOHE

[71> [51]

applicants
HEA

Q and A Concerning Abolishing the requirement
Handling of Procedures to use a seal or signature

FHEROMOBWICEHTSIQXA HEORUVERDFE

Dissemination of Information on JPQ's Measures
to Overseas Users s#a1—v—icxi93BaESHAHEOBRERE

->P130-131




Events 2020

February

Revision
of the Design
Act

Assemblies
of the Member
States of WIPO

18-20

Participants of the Seminar on
IP Support to Startups in Africa
and One-on-One meetings
[PIUHRI— Py THBZEES
F—-ERIERE ]z RABFAEE
1#%E9 (WIPO) - IxhO& ISR
(2020%2R.8%)

1

The revised Design Act of 2019
BHTFREREEDRET
(2020%4R18)

7-8

Assemblies of the Member States
of WIPO: Sixtieth Series of Meetings
(extraordinary) (May 2020, written
procedure)

£60E WIPO miEE#H=
(EREF20208E58 . 21 ARVA VS (V)

8

ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices
Meeting (July 2020, online)

2810 H ASEAN REFTRESS
(2020F7B. A v54V)

21

The 13th IP5 Heads Meeting
(July 2020, online)

%138 ATRESRS
(2020F7R.#V51V)

September

2020 ID5 ANNUAL MEETING
D G mm |

10

The Special Session of
ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices
Meeting (September 2020, online)

$10E 8 ASEAN HEFFRE
HRISE (202089R. 2435 1Y)

21-25

Assemblies of the Member
States of WIPO:

Sixty-First Series of Meetings
(September 2020, Switzerland
and online)

%£61E WIPO IEE#RS
(2020F9B. 2L ARV A VIS ()

26-28
The 9th TM5 Annual Meeting
(October 2020, online)

FOEBERAT (TMS) R &6
(2020%10B.72v310Y)

29-30
The 6th ID5 Annual Meeting
(October 2020, online)

BOLMBERFT (IDS) FREE
(2020&10R.#Y31V)

1

27th Heads Meeting among
JPO and CNIPA

% 27 AT RESS

1

20th TRIPO Heads Meeting
among JPO, CNIPA and KIPO

F20EHAEFIFTRESS

1
the 8th TRIPO User Symposium
among JPO, CNIPA and KIPO
SBEIREIFHT Y YRI UL
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Chapter1 | ®1E

Trends in Intellectual Property in Japan
b E D FNRIEE

1 Patents / 155F

1T Number of Patent Applications | $§sFHBE{FEX

mmmmm Number of International === Number of Patent Applications Excluding

Figure 1-1-1 | 1-1-1 Number / # Patent Applications International Patent Applications
ERSET BRI ERSET R Z bR <5 EF R SR
Number of Patent 400,000 342,610 342796
Applications ; . 328436 325989 318,721 318,381 318481 313,567 397 969
RSB O#RS ' 288,472

300,000

200,000

100,000

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &

Note: + The number of patent applications includes the number of applications for registration of extension of the
duration of a right.

+ Aninternational patent application is an international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) that
includes Japan as one of the designated countries and for which documents to enter the national phase were
submitted to the JPO (patent applications only). The number of the applications was counted by the date when
documents to enter the national phase were filed.

B - WEFHEAME. BEHEOFRHEOEREROHEEZEZ T,
+ ERSETHE S F. HERORNICED<ERERTH > TEEREICAFEZEA. N OBFERFHTICENEEMRHESNICH
B (SEFHRRICHRDBOICRS.). HEHROMMIE. ENEEORHOBEZELLCHDY Y,
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2 Number of Requests for Examination | &SR

Figure 1-1-2 | 1-1-2 I

Number of Requests for
Examination

EEFREEBOHRS

Number / #

300,000

253,754 945,004 240,188 245,535 241,412 240,455 240,118 234,309 235,182 232 215

200,000

100,000

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &

Note: + The numbers of the requests for examination from 2011 to 2012 include the numbers of requests that are
subject to the fee payment deferral system.

%5 + 2011 ~2012 FOEEFRELKIG. EEFHRNOMLZRDENCEEBRESC,

3 Number of Patent Registrations | 15sF& R &

Figure 1-1-3 | 1-1-3X ]

Number of Patent
Registrations

A ERGROHR

Number /

300,000 274,791 277,079
250000 | 238,323

203,087 199,577 194,525

200,000 179,910 179,383

150,000

100,000

50,000

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &
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4 Number of Patent Registrations, etc. by Filing Year | HESFRNSTF SR H8E

‘ Figure 1-1-4 | 1-1-4K ‘

Number of Patent Registrations, etc. by Filing Year

HERERET E R HFOMS
== Number Number of mmmm Number mm Number of Pending Examinations, -®- Patent
of Patent Requests for of Patent Appeals against Examiner’s Decision Registration Rate
Number / # Applications Examination Registrations of Refusal, and Other Status e %
HEEFHRRAE FEEFARGE FIERES EE - BREETRENRETIS 4
500,000 100
400,000

80

In Examination Request Period
FEESREEH

300,000

60

200,000

40

100,000 20

0
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Year / &

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 20M 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

= Number

ngﬁé:%tons 408,569 396,160 390,879 348,429 344,397 342,312 342,589 328,138 325,688 318,345 317,922 318,030 313,028 307,232 287,747

SR

Number of

Efgﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁlgﬂ 260,221 252,485 257,116 233,901 233,780 232,471 237,906 233,708 233,963 228,917 231,357 232,911 168,079 110,071 64,752

FEEFRUY

= Number

gggiasttiggions 163,773 166,613 174,826 166,919 173,310 175,937 183,572 183,845 185,297 181,800 167,970 107,839 66,114 37,657 7,851

SEFERMY

Note: « The number of patent registrations, etc. by filing year does not include The number of applications for registration of extension of the duration of a right.
+ The number of patent registrations by filing year is a provisional figure as of March 1, 2021.

+ The numbers of requests for examination by filing year in applications from 2018 to 2020 are provisional figures as of March 1, 2021.
5. - HEFERTFERERSR. FFEOFRPBBOEREROEBOHHIZE FNE O,

+ HRERSETERMHIL. 202138 1 BERTOEEE,
+ 2018F05 2020 FDOHRRICH 1T S HEEFRIEEFBR G, 2021 F38 1 BRRTOEEE.



5 Number of Patent Applications by Country/Region of Applicant
i FE A E1 35 - stk R4S 5 L A1 2%

‘ Figure 1-1-5 | 1-1-5K ‘

Number of Patent Applications by Country/Region of Applicant in 2020 (Top 10 Countries/Regions)
2020213 B HEAANEFE S BIAFETHERA S (10 A E - i)

mmmm Number of International
Patent Applications

Number of Foreign
Language Applications

mmm Number of Patent Applications Excluding International
Patent Applications and Foreign Language Applications

Number / f ERAF IR SEEBEHREG ERS R O EE B E LT b <SR
250,000
225,000
200,000

30,000

25,000

20,000

15,000

10,000

5,000

Japan us China  South Korea Germany Switzerland  France UK Netherlands = Taiwan Sweden Others
BE KE E EEE| R A2 TSV HE F5v8 ‘iz 29I—FY ZOMHOE-
$thigf
Others
Japan us China  South Korea Germany Switzerland  France UK Netherlands ~ Taiwan Sweden  ZOfttDE-
=EN KE FE BE Ry 242 TSV =E F5v4 aB 2A9I—FTV biuied
Total Number of
Patent Applications 227,348 22,451 8,406 5881 5540 2602 2375 1946 1,861 1,442 1,164 7,456
AT R
m=== Number of International
Patent Applications 26,963 14,656 5330 3,629 3918 1,790 1,865 1,470 1,550 146 869 5,448
ERSET R AR
Number of Foreign
Language Applications 315 4,380 373 227 1041 553 402 305 213 310 176 1,101
SEESE LR
mmm Number of Patent
Applications Excluding
International Patent
Applications and Foreign 200,070 3,415 2,703 2,025 581 259 108 17 98 986 119 907

Language Applications

EASET R R OO EEE
BEHRZRR < FEFHRAER
Note: « Inthe case joint applicants filed, the number of patent applications were counted by country/region of a head applicant.

+ An international patent application is an international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) that includes Japan as one of the designated
countries and for which documents to enter the national phase were submitted to the JPO (patent applications only). The number of the applications was
counted by the date when documents to enter the national phase were filed.

&5 « HEERECOVTIE, EEEBAOCELE - gtV

EBSETHRE 3. BB ORNICED<ERERCH > CEEEICHFEZS 4. M OHAERTICENSEMRESNHE ETHRICRIDOICRES.) . HZHBOHER
. ENEEORHOBEREECHT Y b,
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6  Top 10 Companies with the Most Number of Patent Registrations
(Domestic Companies)

HErERHH LM 104 @Rt

Figure 1-1-6 | 1-1-6

Top 10 Companies with
the Most Number of
Patent Registrations

in 2020

(Domestic Companies)
2020FICH1F3
PHErEREREM 104
(ERESE)

Rank in 2020 Rankin 2019  Applicant

Number of Registrations

IEfz BIEEIRRL HERA BRI
1 L o 3,680 (4,264)
2 2 > g;gg:;';:ftm Corporation 3,626 (3,543)
3 3 —»  TOYOTAMOTOR CORPORATION 2,714 (2899)
45 [omememdectstos MegmeniCo, i 643 (2500
5 4N DENSS CORPORATION 2,049 (2,651)
6 6 —> :c;m;; g;«;;;&ud. 1,651 (1,813)
7 10 7 el comeany. bid 1,602 (1,495)
8 7N SAKvoco L. 1,542 (1670
9 g\ FumSULMITED 1,453 (1,632
10 LI S 1,370 (1,188)

Note: « Numbers in parentheses are for 2019.
+ Each applicant was counted in the case joint applicants filed.

% « RPEINIE 20194,

« HEHECDOWTIR. ZNZNOEBATAD Y,



7/ Top 10 Companies with the Most Number of Patent Registrations
(Foreign Companies)

HEIEREH EM 10 @Ne%)

Figure 1-1-7 | 1-1-7K

Top 10 Companies with
the Most Number of
Patent Registrations

in 2020

(Foreign Companies)
2020FICH1FD
FRETERMGREM 104
(ESEE)

Rank in 2020 Rankin 2019  Applicant

Number of Registrations

NIEfz BUEIRAL HERA BRI
11 o 679 504
2 URAR il R 650 (661)
3 2y fuwemomoossoom 569 (729
N 540 (630
5 5 > ;2£;rg§§§ronics Co., Ltd. 341 (41 1)
6 8 7 gcf)si:-?ysgg?;gﬂywh-shom‘yzwa;—-»- 335 (309)
77> Sommmemome 327 (320
8 6N 290 (344)
o ma  Amescrownoonom 278 (109
0 0o Seuc 245 (279

Note: » Numbers in parentheses are for 2019.
+ Each applicant was counted in the case joint applicants filed.

5. « RPIEIAIE2019%,
« HEHEEICDOVWTE, ENZNOHBATHT Y
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8  Number of Patent Applications Filed by Universities, etc., in Japan
BHEDOKXZFORETHFEGE

‘ Figure 1-1-8 | 1-1-8 ‘

Number of Patent
Applications Filed by
Universities, etc., in Japan
BHOEOKRFEED
HETHRE B OHTRS

Figure 1-1-9 | 1-1-9X

Top 11 Universities, etc.,
with the Most Number of
Patent Registrations in
2020

2020 FICH I DR ERME
11 XEE

Number /
9,000
7,608
8,000 7,223 7,281 7146 ' 7084
6962 6,967 ) , 7,146 7,084
7000|6756 % 6561 899 & : '
6,000
5,000
4,000
3,000
2,000
1,000
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &
Note: « Applications filed by a university president, university, or approved TLO were counted.
+ The count includes joint Applications with corporations, etc.
BE: « HEADKBERNEIAZZET IEEAROEBEROFERTLO DHEZAY Y I,
© BESEOHEEBO NIV .
Rank in 2020 Rankin 2019  Applicant Number of Registrations
(43 BIEEIRAL HIFEA B
The University of Tokyo
1 1> fhedn 213 (255)
Osaka University
2 3 A S 205 (175)
Kyoto University
3 4 A A 190 (161)
Tohoku University
4 2 N Bk 184 (179)
Tokyo Institute of Technology
5 6 / A 138 (106)
Kyushu University
6 7oA Ksh 103 (96)
Tokai National Higher Education and Research System
7 5\ BRI 99 (111)
Hiroshima University
8 mA ety 84 (66)
Hokkaido University
9 8 N Pl 75 (82)
Shinshu University
10 9 N ety 72 (70)
Keio University
10 10 = EEEBAY 72 (68)
Total
EXRFEEH &625
Note: « The numbers in parentheses are for 2019.
+ Applications filed by a university president, university, or approved TLO were counted
+ The count includes joint Applications with corporations, etc.
+ In The case joint applicants filed, each applicant was counted.
5. « RPFIAZ2019%F.
¢ HEADKRZRENIEAZZET SEREAROHBRUESBTLODEBZEN Y Y ~,
¢ BEZEOHEHEBONIV .

« HEHRECDOWTR, ZNZNOEBATAD Y .



9  Number of PCT International Applications | PCT EIB i BafF %

Figure 1-1-10 | 1-1-10R Number /1

60,000
Number of PCT 51,652

International Applications 50000 _ 47,425 48,630
Filed with the JPO as the

49,314

42,787 43075 459y 43,007 44495

Receiving Office 40,000 | 37,974
BAEHFTF2SEETEdD
PCT Bt LRI DH#ERS 30,000

20,000

10,000

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &
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2) Utility Models / ZAB%#E

T Number of Utility Model Applications | ERiRE B HEEHE

mmmmm Number of International === Number of Utility Model Applications Excluding

Figure 1-1-11 [ 1-1-11 ] Number / # Utility Model Applications International Utility Model Applications
ER SRR IR ERERARERIMZMR < ERNREREMAR
Number of Utility Model 10,000
Applications 7984 8112

7,622

EARESFRHEAGROKR 8,000 7,095 6,860
6,000

4,000

2,000

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &

Note: + An international utility model application is an international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty
(PCT) that includes Japan as one of the designated countries and for which documents to enter the national
phase were submitted to the JPO (utility model applications only). The number of the applications were counted
by the date when documents to enter the national phase were filed.

fBE: - EFEEFRERERE. FHHHAFRNCES<ERLR T > THRERICHFAEZE4. N OEAERFTICENEEMRHS
NICHER (ERREERHBRICHESIOOICRS.). YFHEROHHKE. ENEEOREOBEEEICHD Y b,

2 Number of Utility Model Registrations | RFIRE R

Figure 1-1-12 | 1-1-128 ] Number /£

10,000

Number of Utility Model
Registrations

RRAMREREROER

8,000

6,000

4,000

2,000

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year/ &



3 Number of Requests for Utility Model Technical Opinion

ERAHERNEFEOF R
‘ Figure 1-1-13 | 1-1-13 ‘ Number /2
) ' 800
Number of Requests for
Utility Model Technical
Opinion 600

- a1 519

ERERMEHED

FREBOER
400

200

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &
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4 Number of Utility Model Applications by Country/Region of Applicant
A B - iR R RS 8 G

Figure 1-1-14 | 1-1-14K
Number of Utility Model
Applications by Country/
Region of Applicant in
2020 (Top 5 Countries/Re-
gions)

2020 FICHIFDHBEARES .
g R RRERE SRR
(A7 5D E - 3thih)

Number /

4,500

4,000

—
=

800
700
600
500
400
300
200
100

mmmm Number of International
Utility Model Applications
EERHRRERHRETY

Number of Utility Model Applications Excluding
International Utility Model Applications

EFSSEAMEERHEAZ IR < RAMESRHREH

Japan
BH&

China
HE

Japan
B

Taiwan
Bz

China
RE

Others
ZOfbDE-
iz

us South Korea
KE )

Germany
R

Others
Germany ZOfOE -

Taiwan us South Korea
¥ Ry i

‘iz KE 8BE

Total Number of
Utility Model Applications
HRAMEERHRAAH

mmmm Number of International
Utility Model Applications

EF SR RS R

Number of Utility

Model Applications
Excluding International
Utility Model Applications

EFERHEERHEZIR<
ERMESRHRE

Note: -
applicant.

4,377

4,370

799

187

612

652 44 42 19 85

12 8 11 1 27

640 36 31 18 58

In the case joint applicants filed, the number of patent applications were counted by country/region of a head

+ An international utility model application is an international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty
(PCT) that includes Japan as one of the designated countries and for which documents to enter the national
phase were submitted to the JPO (utility model applications only). The number of the applications were counted
by the date when documents to enter the national phase were filed.applicant.

5. « HEHRICOVTIE, FRHFAOERE - g THO Y b,

+ ERERRRERERR. FEFROFRNCED<ERHR T > TEEREICHAEZSA. N OEAERETICENEEMRHS
TCHER (RBMEERERICHEDSODICRS.) . YZHROHKE. ENEHORHOBZEEICHD Y b,



3) Designs/BE

T Number of Design Applications | SES RS

mmmmm Number of International Applications === Number of Design Applications Excluding

Figure 1-1-15 [ 1-1-15 Number / # for Design Registration International Applications for Design Registration
ERFBESIR R EREEEFHAZR < RESRHAGH
Number of Design 40000
Applications 35,000 _
' 30,805 291 31,125 30879 31,961 31406 31480 31,798

BESHLEBOHER

30,000
25,000
20,000
15,000
10,000

5,000

o]

Note:

&5

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &

The number of international applications for design registration is the number of international applications
under the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement concerning the International Registration of Industrial Designs
(the Geneva Act) that designate Japan as a designated contracting party and that have been recorded as an
international registration and published by the International Bureau. The number of applications was counted as
applications for design registration filed for each design that is the subject of an international application and
counted by the international publication date.

+ The JPO began to process international applications filed under to the Geneva Act on May 13, 2015.

« EEEERHEANE. BEOERERICET/N\—IBREDY 12— TWERTE (Y 13— TRERTE) CED<ERHBTH >

THAREZEERHOELE L. M OEBEBBICLDERERSN. BRARSNICHEOHS. SZHRICOVTE. ERHED
WRTHIBES L ICSNIZBESREME LT, o, BRAROAZEETHI VK,

« HAESSETTICH173Y 13— JERECE D < EREBROERVEII®E. 201558 13H.

2 Number of Design Registrations | EE&#F 4

Figure 1-1-16 | 1-1-16 [ Humber
. 35,000
Number of Design
Registrations 30,000 W28.349728.2887 27,306 56 297 s 244 27,335 27,618 27,556 5 417
REZSRHREROWS 25000 ’
20,000
15,000
10,000
5,000

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year/ &%
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3 Number of Design Applications by Country/Region of Applicant
A EfE - B S ES T LA

Figure 1-1-17 | 1-1-17HX

Number of Design Applications by Country/Region of Applicant in 2020 (Top 10 Countries/Regions)
2020 FICHIFBHBARE - R SEESHFHREER (L1000 E- o)

mmm Number of International Applications Number of Design Applications Excluding
Number / # for Design Registration International Applications for Design Registration
ERBESHRHR G EREESFHE R < EESHRHBGY
22,500 -
22,000
2,500
- B =
1,500
1,000 .
I
) [ ] [ — -
Japan us China  South Korea Germany  Switzerland Netherlands  France UK Taiwan Italy Others
[SES KE HE EE [ PP A58 TSV HE 5] 19UT  ZOMOE-itiF
Others
Japan us China  South Korea Germany Switzerland Netherlands  France UK Taiwan Italy ZOfhOE-
BE KE FE e [N 242 #5084 ISV RE = A9U7 b4
Total Number of
Design Applications 22,458 2,350 2,182 913 676 628 374 358 302 236 209 1,112
WEEZERHEEES
mmmm Number of International
Applications for Design
Registration E 154 375 224 407 382 289 176 256 119 0 159 445
EREES IR

Number of Design

Applications Excluding

International

Applications for Design 22,304 1,975 1,958 506 294 339 198 102 183 236 50 667
Registration

ERSESHHERZR<

REBIRHRAR

Note: « Inthe case joint applicants filed, the number of design applications were counted by country/region of a head applicant.
+ The number of international applications for design registration was counted by the residence of a head applicant.

5. - ARBRICOVTIE, FREMAOERE - HHTHDV .
+ ERSESRHEICOVTIE. FREBAOEEZE - isTHo Yk,



4 Applicants with the Most Number of Design Registrations in 2020
(Domestic Applicants)

2020 FICHIIIEEERHFH LA 10E (BEREHEA)

Figure 1-1-18 | 1-1-18 K

Applicants with the

Most Number of Design
Registrations Excluding
International Applications
for Design Registration in
2020 (Domestic Applicants)

2020 F[C BB ERBIESER
HEZR<EEEZRMGE
ERHEEA

Figure 1-1-18 | 1-1-18 K

Applicants with the

Most Number of Design
Registrations Based on
International Applications
for Design Registration in
2020 (Domestic Applicants)

2020 FICH I ERREER
HEOBESHFEFH
ERHEA

Rank in 2020 Rankin2019  Applicant Number of Registrations
Iz BIFIRAL HERA BRI

1 1 = Z;ggiilcg:ftnc Corporation 362 (490)

2 2o iMool g

3 3> JewumscoReoRamion 210 19

4 10 71 e oo 188 (134)

5 177 e 163 (96)

6 4 N honaMor Co- 147 (186)

7 g /1 Loporadon 143 (140)

8 6 N s corporation 133 (147)

9 oA S CaRoation 130 (115)

10 15 KoUosed 122 (1)
Rankin2020  Rankin2019  Applicant Number of Registrations
Iz BIEEIE(L HERA BRI

1 WHILL, Inc. 17 (0)

2 TOMY Company, Ltd. 10 (0)

3 1\ IWAKO CO., LTD. 9 (13)

4 5 Roland Corporation 8 (3)

5 3\ Yokogawa Electric Corporation 5@

6 Hiroki Nagao 4 (0)

6 TOWA CORPORATION 4 (0)

6 Xiborg Inc. 4 (0)

9 2N SUMITOMO RUBBER INDUSTRIES, LTD. 3(12)

9 Moraine Corporation 3 (0)
Note: « Numbers in parentheses are for 2019.

+ Each applicant was counted in the case joint applicants filed.
5. - RPIEINIEZ2019%,

© HEHEEICOVTIE. ZNZNOEBATHY Y b,
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5 Companies with the Most Number of Design Registrations in 2020
(Foreign Companies)

2020 FICH IS EEERHFH LA 10 # @EAER)

Figure 1-1-19 [ 1-1-19 &

Companies with the
Most Number of Design
Registrations Excluding
International
Applications for Design
Registration in 2020
(Foreign Companies)

2020 CHIFBERREER
HEZR<EEERTH
L6111 4% @se)

Figure 1-1-19 | 1-1-19X

Companies with the
Most Number of Design
Registrations Based on
International
Applications for Design
Registration in 2020
(Foreign Companies)

2020 F LS I ERBES R
HEORESHEEK
EA110# @seE)

26

Rank in 2020 Rank in 2019  Applicant Number of Registrations
Itz BIE IR HEEA BRI
1 6 /1 KEINOVATECY. 264 (46)
2 2 > St 216 (125)
3 g aRNsTons 129 (32
4 327 Duon SLoMIoOR AvA-SuAr 98 (22
3 3 N :T;i;?:::_lfziw— 78 (99)
6 1N 66 (159)
T e e 51 65
7 N7 e ron fymt ok 51 (39)
9 B e ey T 42 (16)
0 s e 100
10 B 7 et e sk 41 (20)
Rank in 2020 Rank in 2019  Applicant Number of Registrations
Iz BN HEEA BRI
1 4 7 LG ELECTRONICS INC. 167 (45)
2 2 = THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY 126 (54)
3 1 N\ KONINKLIJKE PHILIPS N.V. 116 (97)
4 29 A FERRARI S.PA. 51 (8)
5 12 7 :i:gchfg'?éslskklizTIONS SIMPLIFIEE) 44 (17)
6 96 /1 BEIJING XIAOMI MOBILE SOFTWARE CO., LTD. 37 (3)
7 1M1 A CARTIER INTERNATIONAL AG 31 (18)
8 6 N PATEK PHILIPPE SA GENEVE 28 (34)
9 TETRA LAVAL HOLDINGS & FINANCE S.A. 24 (0)
10 9 /1 CHRISTIAN DIOR COUTURE 22 (3)
Note: « Numbers in parentheses are for 2019.

#E:

+ Each applicant was counted in the case joint applicants filed.

+ RAPIENAIZ 20195,

« HEHREICDOWTIR, ZNZNOEBATAD Y .



6 Number of International Applications (Design) | Ef&#HEE (BE) 45S

‘ Figure 1-1-20 | 1-1-20H ‘

Number of Designs Included in International Applications by Applicant’s Country of Residence
HEABEER OEFHEICZENIRERD#RS

Number / ## 2015 2016  wmmm 2077 ww—m 2018 == 2079

5,000

4,536

4,000

3,000

2,000

1,000

Germany South Korea  Switzerland Italy Netherlands us France Japan China UK
% EE 242 15UF A58 KE TSV [=F:N FRE HE

Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics.
&R+ WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics &£ (4§57 ER
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4) Trademarks / BHE

1T Number of Trademark Applications | EiE&FHEN

. - == Number of International s Number of Trademark Applications
Figure 1-1-21 | 1-1-21 Applications for Trademark Excluding International Applications
Number / # Registration for Trademark Registration
Number of Trademark - EREIR SRR ERBIRERHRER < BRERHRGHS
Applicati ' 190,939 190,773
pplications 184,483 181,072

ERERERFROHER 180,000

150,000

119,010 124,442
120,000 | 108,060 117,675

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year /

90,000

60,000

30,000

Note: « The number of trademark applications includes applications for defensive trademark registration and applica-
tions for renewal based on defensive trademark registration.
+ The number of international applications for trademark registration is the number of international applications
under the Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement which designate Japan and for which their designated
states were noticed to the JPO. The number of the applications were counted by the date of the notification.

#%E: - BEREERHEGRE. BHERESREBRLUSERESRICED ENOEFEHRBBOENEROHMES T,
- ENBHEERHEREARIE. YUY RREREECED<EBRHE TS > THAEZEE L. HOREEEDRBERI BAERETT
[SITONIZHEROHE. SZHBICOVTE, FEgEEDOBRI BARRHTICITONIBZREEICHD Yk,

2 Number of Trademark Registrations | EiZE &R

Figure 1-1-22 | 1-1-22 Homper /2
140,000 135,313
Number of Trademark 116.547
i i 120,000 SR
Registrations 103,399 0 gog 105,207 111,180 109,859
EIEE RGOS 100,000 96,359 ! 98,085

89,279
80,000
60,000
40,000

20,000

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year /



3 Number of Trademark Applications by Country/Region of Applicant
A B - s RIS IR S R LA

Figure 1-1-23 | 1-1-23H

Number of Trademark Applications by Country/Region of Applicant in 2020 (Top 10 Countries/Regions)
2020 FICH I B HBAARE - iR EIRS R HREE (L 10»E- i)

mmmm Number of International Applications Number of Trademark Applications Excluding
Number / # for Trademark Registration International Applications for Trademark Registration
ERERE R HRAE ERBREFRHEZ R < BREFHBI
135,500
135,000
18,000 .
15,000
12,000
9,000
6,000 l
3,000 _—
0 - - | | ||
Japan China us South Korea Germany UK Switzerland  France Italy Taiwan HongKong  Others
BHa FE KE EEE [N HE 212 TSV 15U =] ] Z0ft
Japan China us South Korea Germany UK Switzerland ~ France Italy Taiwan  Hong Kong  Others
BE RE KE BE R ESE| 242 TSV A5U7 Az =B Z0fth

Total number of

Trademark Applications 135,375 18,181 8,616 2,996 2,230 1,514 1,462 1,422 1,106 884 761 6,525
RERERHEAG

mmmm Number of International
Applications for

Trademark Registration 14 2411 4097 875 1951 1,016 1,05 1,119 992 0 0 4,39
E RS IR R

Number of Trademark
Applications Excluding
International Applica-

tions for Trademark 135,361 15,770 4,519 2,121 279 498 403 303 114 884 761 2,135

Registration
EREIREIRHREZE R <
BIRERHEA

Note: « Inthe case joint applicants filed, the number of trademark applications were counted by country/region of a head applicant.
+ The number of international applications for trademark registration was counted by the residence of a head applicant.
+ The number of international applications for trademark registration is the number of international applications under the Protocol Relating to the Madrid
Agreement which designate Japan and for which their designated states were noticed to the JPO. The number of the applications were counted by the date
of the notification.

5 « HEHECOWTE, ERERADERE - g Tho Vb,
+ ERERERHEICOVTE, FEHBAOEER - ifTHY Yk,
+ ERBREREBERE. YRV Y MEESEBCEDERHEM TS > CTHAEZEE L. M OREEEOERN BAERFTICITONCHROMHS. SZABICOVTE. i
EEDBHFPBEERFTICITONEZEECAD Y N,
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4 Top 10 Companies with the Most Number of Trademark Registrations
(Domestic Companies)

EIRSRAS LN 10 1 ERiR)
. - Rank in 2020 Rankin2019  Applicant Number of Registrations
Figure 1-1-24 | 1-1-24 iz HIEIRA HEA v
Top 10 Companies with 1 1 = ;5;;:;‘;1‘3;'/‘3’;“5’ Ltd. 674 (470)
the Most Number of
Trademark Registrations 2 2 ?K;;E’ Corporation 603 (469)
in 2020
(Domestic Companies) 3 3 ;I;s;;:;;ogrnpany, Limited 507 (385)
2020 FICH 1T D EIEE TR
104 @Ere) JASS INTERNATIONAL INC.
. 4 47 Spzeqvs—ruarinsan 505 (271)
KOSE Corporation (also known as Kabushiki Kaisha KOSE)
5 8 Btei 470 (201)
Kobayashi Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.
6 17 Jhresiniin 340 (154)
HISAMITSU PHARMACEUTICAL CO.,INC.
7 26 7 P 213 (93)
Taisho Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.
8 17 7 AEREHREH 198 (116)
Panasonic Corporation
9 6 N NFYZyokRE 194 (217)
10 7 N HARVEY BALL SMILE LIMITED 189 (210)

BREBHN—AA K=V 2RV - USF YR

Note: + The numbers in parentheses are for 2019.
+ in The case joint applicants filed, each applicant was counted.

&% - RBBONIZ2019FEOHE
+ HEHREICDOWTR, ENZNOEBATAD Y .



5 Top 11 Companies with the Most Number of Trademark Registrations
(Foreign Companies)

BESHEH LM 114 @SNe%)

Figure 1-1-25 | 1-1-25K

Top 11 Companies with
the Most Number of
Trademark Registrations
in 2020

(Foreign Companies)

2020 FICH I 2EIRETRIFHR
E6111 4 @se®)

Rank in 2020 Rankin 2019  Applicant

Number of Registrations

NEfz BUEENEGL HERA BRI
1 33 A Dfeedne 154 (19)
2 25 Rkt Ao 96 (63)
3 3 Sy ek ey 83 (61)
R N s s 67 (o1
s s oo 63 29
6w KeSTmwmcmccowounon 52 22
7 LR eyt sy i 51(35)
B 4N [siesomecomy 50 (51
o ms  mowmeow e
10 257871 MYEHLLC 42 (1)
10 6N Gedteermiu 425

Note: « The numbers in parentheses are for 2019.
+ in The case joint applicants filed, each applicant was counted.

®E: « RPEIAIL2019FOHH
« HEHRICDOWTIE, ENZNOHBATHY Y
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6  Number of International Applications (Trademark)
EfFS 5L (BiF) 4

‘ Figure 1-1-26 | 1-1-26 ‘

Number of International
Applications filed through
the JPO as the Office of
Origin, under the Protocol
Relating to the Madrid
Agreement

BAERHFTZEEETLTD
YRUyRBEBEEICED<
EFFHEEA R DR

Number / #

3,500

3,164 3,139

3,033

3,000

2,500

2,000

1,500

1,000

500

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &

Note: « Aninternational application filed through the JPO as the office of origin, under the Protocol Relating to the
Madrid Agreement, means an application for international registration set forth in Article 68-2 of the Trademark

Act of Japan.
#E: « BEERFTZAEBFEIIVRY Y MEEAEECEDEREHRE 3. BRER68RD 2 DERERLR.



5 Trials and Appeals / &E#! -

1 Statistics Related to Appeal against an Examiner’s Decision of Refusal
BB E A AR E ¥ B E RS

. Number / 2 i h=1 =
{ Figure 1-1-27 | 11278 umber mmmm Patent /455F  © Design / BIE  wmsm Trademark / &%
30,000
Number of Requests 26,663 2570
; 24958 24,644 .
for Appeal against an 25,000 g
Examiner’s Decision of

18,898 18,591

Refusal 20,000

16,536 16,699 16,899

TESESHYN -y - ‘ ueder ul Alladold |en1osj@iu| Ul spual] Lisdey)d-LHed

EREETRELIFERERD
i 15,000
~
2,000
1,000
0
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &
) _ s Reconsideration Reports = Decisions to Grant a Patent
Figure 1-1-28 | 1-1-28 by Examiners before upon Reconsideration by Examiners
Appeal Proceedings (before Appeal Proceedings)
. . Number / # BB HEm
Result of Reconsideration Pl PIRES
by Examiners before 25,000
Appeal Proceedings
(Patents) 20,000
AIEEEBROHERS (1557)
15,000
10,000
5,000

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &
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Figure 1-1-29 | 1-1-29

Rate of Requests Granted
in Appeal Against an
Examiner’s Decision of
Refusal Cases (Patents)

EREEFRFHEMHCHITS
FRMILROHER (F55F)

o

100

80

60

40

20

Note:

=

‘O Rate of Requests Granted / F55RIIE

» . 66 69 70 68 70
7 56 55
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &

Rate of Requests Granted = Number of requests granted / (number of requests granted + number of requests
not granted)

+ "Number of request granted" does not include the number of "decision to grant a patent upon reconsideration by
examiners." "Number of requests not granted" includes the number of "dismissals.

© BRMIIR=FERMIIMNE EERMIE+ERARILHE)
© [EREIIHH 3. BIBEBREMZES R, [FERFBIGH] BATHEEST.

2 Number of Requests for Trial for Invalidation | SEhEHIEEREK

‘ Figure 1-1-30 | 1-1-30® ‘

Number of Requests for
Trial for Invalidation

EAMEHFAREBOHER

Number / #

300

250

200

150

100

50

mm Patent / F5EF Utility Model / 52F3%i&2  wmmm Design / EIE == Trademark / &%

269

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Year / &



3 Number of Requests for Trial for Correction |

Figure 1-1-31 | 1-1-31

Number of Requests for
Trial for Correction

STIEFHFERHE DR

Number / #

ST IEEHIEE RS

250

200

150

100

50

2011

2012

238

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018 2019 2020
Year /&

Note: « The number of requests for a trial for correction is the total number of requests for both patents and former
utility models (i.e., utility models filed prior to the enforcement date of the 1993 amendment of the Utility Model
Act of Japan).
+ No request for trial for correction has been filed for former utility models since 2013.

&5 - FTETHIBREHE. FHAVIAERRE (PR SENEXRRHBEOBTHA (1993FMF) (CHESNZERHR) O&st.
« BERFRICDOVTIE. 2013FEMUBEERSNTLALRR,

4 Number of Requests for Trial for Rescission | BEUHEHIEEREH

\ Figure 1-1-32 | 1-1-328

Number of Requests for
Trial for Rescission of
Registration of Trademark

BUHEY (R SHREHO
#E

Number / #

1,600

1,400

1,200
1,000
800
600
400

200

1,193

2011

2012

1,190

2013

1,099

2014

958

2015

2016

1,001

2017

1,045 996

2018 2019 2020
Year / &
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5 Number of Oppositions | ZEHIIHE

" Figure 1-1-33 ‘ 1-1-33 ‘ Number / # mmmm Patent / %55F Trademark / i&tE
‘ ! 1,500

Number of Oppositions .

(based on the number of 00 1,214 ’

rights opposed) ' 075 1078 o

SRR (EFIERM) O 500
i
600 484
o0 0 g L, B Ree Bar o, 260
300 —
0

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Year / &
Note: « The system of opposition to grant of patent entered into force on April 1, 2015.
&5 « BHFORFPIUMEEL. 2015F48 1 BHHA.
6  Number of Requests for Hantei (Advisory Opinion) | ¥IEERHE2
" Figure 1-1-34 | 1-1-34 ‘ Number / # mmmm Patent / 453F Utility Model / £F#iZ s Design / BE  wmm Trademark / &1
‘ ) 120
Number of Requests for
Hantei (Advisory Opinion) 100 97

HIRFERG B OHER

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &

Note: « Hantei (Advisory Opinion) system is a system that the JPO determines the possibility of infringement of the
subject article concerning the scope of rights.

L - [HE] S FFTMEFOERESZ IS, HENROENREDOTHEMCOVWTHIIZ R HIE.



7 Number of Revocation Actions against Trial/Appeal Decisions | HiiR{F&K

Figure 1-1-35 | 1-1-35K

Number of Revocation
Actions against Trial/
Appeal Decisions in 2020

2020FICH13B
ERDUHERE SR 5K

Patent and Utility Model Design Trademark

e - AR BE [
asw 26 30) 10 16 (19)
[jerpanes tnal 63 (83) 0 (0) 37 (32)
ghpostion 8 (8 - 101)

Note: « The numbers in parentheses are for 2019.
1 This includes appeals against examiner’s decision of refusal, and appeals against examiner's decision to
dismiss amendments.
2 This includes trials for invalidation, trials for rescission, and trials for correction.
5. « RPFINZ. 2019 FEDHE,

1 EREEFREY. BENTAREY
2 EREH. BUBEY. STIEEY

8  Number of Court Decisions | iR

Figure 1-1-36 | 1-1-36

Number of Court
Decisions in Revocation
Actions against Trial/
Appeal Decisions in 2020

2020FICH133
ERDUHERIR IR 2R

FEDHOEIY - ‘ ueder ul Alsadoud |enios|o1u] ul spual] Lierdeyd-Lued n

Patent and Utility Model Design Trademark
55 - AR BE [
Dismissal of ~ Revocation of Dismissal of  Revocation of Dismissal of = Revocation of
Action Decision Action Decision Action Decision
FBREH FREVH SEREH FREVH FBREH FEREVH
Ex-parte appeal’
oL 15 (23) 9 (5) 0 (4) 0 (0) 17 (@) 2(1)
| 19]2
[erpartes el 5147 130199 0 0 1018 4010
Opposition
E’;gw 2(1) 703) - 0 (0) 0 (0)

Note: « The numbers in parentheses are for 2019.
1 This includes appeals against examiner’s decision of refusal, and appeals against examiner's decision to
dismiss amendments.
2 This includes trials for invalidation, trials for rescission, and trials for correction.

®#E: « RPBEIAZ 2019 FOHE.
1 EREEFREY. WENTAREY
2 #\ExpEyl. BUHEY). STESEY
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Trends in Intellectual Property Worldwide
SR DB E) o)

1 Patents / 155F

1 Patent Applications filed worldwide | 5 D%§5FHiEE

. | i | -| i
Figure 1-2-1 | 1-2-1 Thousand / F# Resident / BiE&E Non-Resident / JEEEE
4,000
Number of Patent 3325
Applications in the World 3,500 3117 3,161 070 3224
R OFFEF AL DHER 3,000
2,500
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1,500
1,000
500
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Year / &
Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics.
a1 + WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics Z& (45T 1ER
Figure 1-2-2 | 1-2-2 fhousand /7
1,800 O CNIPA
Number of Patent (China/ )

1,600

Applications Filed with the O USPTO
IP5 Offices 1,400 (US/KED
£ 1,200 O JPO
FIF (IP5) OFsEF LSRR '

/Q/ (Japan/ B#)
i3 1,000 KIPO
800 D/O/ (Korea/ 82E)

O EPO
600 (Europe/BRM)

400

00— g=—g=—g—f— 8 —F—F—F—F—0

0
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Year / &

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
O CNIPA / REIERMFEED 391 526 653 825 928 1,102 1,339 1,382 1,542 1,401
O USPTO / KEWSEFEIZT 490 504 543 572 579 589 606 607 597 621

O JPO / BAEHRT 345 343 343 328 326 319 318 318 314 308
KIPO / sEHFFT 170 179 189 205 210 214 209 205 210 219
O EPO / BRMHSEFT 135 151 143 149 148 153 160 159 167 181

Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics for EPO, KIPO, CNIPA,
and USPTO.

“aH: + EPO, KIPO, CNIPA, USPTO: WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics Z&IC45EF TR
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Figure 123 | 1-2-3® [

250

Number of Patent
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Applications Filed Abroad ool 187 208 201 200 199 196 200
by Residents of Japan 178
BEAEFEEDOBAND 150
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DHESHOME I B8 \ spImplop Alisdold [emos|jsiul Ul spusl] geideyd-Lied

Year / &
Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics.
&ht + WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics Z& (45 T1ER
2 Patents Registered worldwide | R DO¥5EFER
. Th d/ F4 mmmmm Resident / BE&E = Non-Resident / 3EEEE
Figure 1-2-4 | 1-2-4 I o
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Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics.
#R: + WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics %2 (4527 ER
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Figure 1-2-5 | 1-2-5K

Number of Patent
Registrations in the IP5
Offices

IP5 DFEEFEFREBDHER

Figure 1-2-6 | 1-2-6

Number of Patent
Registrations in Foreign
IP Offices by Residents of
Japan

BAEREEDBATO
I ERGBOHR

Thousand / F#
“O- CNIPA
200 (China/#E&)
-O- USPTO
400 (US/KE)
O JPO
(Japan/ B%)
300
O EPO
(Europe/ BRI
200 KIPO
(Korea/#H)
100
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Year/ &
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
O CNIPA/ mEExm#EES 135 172 217 208 233 359 404 420 432 453
O USPTO / KEHSHEFET 220 225 253 278 301 298 303 319 308 354
O JPO / BFERHF 223 238 275 277 227 189 203 200 195 180
O EPO / RRMASEFFT 58 62 66 67 65 68 96 106 128 138
KIPO / s 69 95 113 127 130 102 109 121 119 126

Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics for EPO, KIPO, CNIPA,

and USPTO.
&aH: + EPO, KIPO, CNIPA, USPTO: WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics Z &4 T 1ER
Thousand / F#
150

1200

90

60

30

Sourc

am:

2010 2011 2012

e: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics.

2013

2014

+ WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics &£ (57T 1ER

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019
Year / &

143




@ Designs/BE

1T Worldwide Design Applications | iR OSES R

Figure 1-2-7 | 1-2-78 \

Number of Designs in
Design Applications in the
World

HROBESHHED
REBDHS

Figure 1-2-8 | 1-2-8

Number of Designs in
Design Applications Filed
with the ID5 Offices

IDS DREZEFHED
REHDHS

Thousand / F# s Resident / BEE Non-Resident / 3FEEZ
1,500 —
' 1,361
1259 1,287 1,286 1,277 1344
. 1,189 1,203 201 224
1,200 1,000 172 179 190 205

969
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Year / &
Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics.
& + WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics Z& (45 T1ER
Thousand / F#
800 O CNIPA
(China/#E)
700 Oo——0
)—Q\ /o\o/v <O~ EUIPO
RN
600 (Europe/ ERJH)
/ o—0 KIPO
500 o/ (Korea/ #2E)
<O~ USPTO
400 (US/¥E)
300 O JPO
(Japan/BHZ)
200
100 o, Q—O—« O .

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Year / &
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
O CNIPA/ FEESRMHEES 421 521 658 660 565 569 650 629 709 712
“O- EUIPO / BRAES MBI EEFF 83 87 92 97 98 98 105 111 108 113

KIPO / SEHSETIT 59 59 65 70 68 72 69 67 68 69
“O- USPTO / KEHEHEEIT 29 30 33 36 35 40 45 46 47 50
O JPO / BAERET 32 31 32 31 30 30 31 32 31 32

Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics for EUIPO, KIPO, CNIPA,
and USPTO.

=72 + EUIPO, KIPO, CNIPA, USPTO: WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics & IZ455FT 1R
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Figure 1-2-9 | 1-2-9X

Number of Designs in
Design Applications Filed
with Foreign IP Offices by
Residents of Japan
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Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics.
ar + WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics Z& (45 F1ER
2 Worldwide Design registrations | {tROEEESH
Figure 1-2-10 | 1-2-10 ] Thousand / F# mmmmm Resident / B{E&  wwwm Non-Resident / 3B {EE
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Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics.
& + WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics Z& (4 F1ER



Figure 1-2-11 | 1-2-11

Number of Designs in
Design Registrations Filed
with the ID5 Offices

ID5 DREERDOEELRDH#RS

Figure 1-2-12 | 1-2-12X

Number of Designs in
Design Registrations Filed
with Foreign IP Offices by
Residents of Japan

BHEREEFEDBATO
REEROBEHRDHES

Thousand / F#

600 O~ CNIPA
(Chinay/ #E)

O EUIPO

- /O/O
/\ /\O—/ (Europe/ BRJH)
400 KIPO

/ \( (Korea/ #E)
“O- USPTO

300 (US/KE)
O JPO
200 (Japan/B#)

1004 o——0——0—0 o—O0—0—0——0

—-0 O O o——0——0 v U—V
2070 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Year / &

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
O CNIPA/ mEERM#ERES 335 380 467 412 362 483 446 443 536 557
<O EUIPO / BRAESANEIEIEEFT 81 86 88 94 95 85 102 109 105 108

KIPO / s8EWSEF T 35 44 48 49 57 56 57 50 51 53
O USPTO / KEWSFHEIZT 23 21 22 23 24 28 33 35 33 37
O JPO / BRERHT 27 26 28 28 27 26 25 27 28 28

Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics for EUIPO, KIPO, CNIPA,
and USPTO.

=72 + EUIPO, KIPO, CNIPA, USPTO: WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics & IZ455F T 1ER
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@ Trademarks / &=

1 Worldwide Trademark Applications | it OGIEERiHEE

‘ Figure 1-2-13 | 1-2-13 ‘

Number of Trademark
Applications in the World

HROBESIREFEGBOHER

Figure 1-2-14 | 1-2-14K

Number of Trademark
Applications Filed with the
TMS5 Offices

BFERF (TM5) ®
BRE SR SDHER

Thousand / F# s Resident / BEE Non-Resident / 3EEEE
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Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics.
& + WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics Z& (45 F1ER
Thousand / F# Thousand Classes / FX5>
1,000 8,000 <O~ CNIPA
(China/#E
900 /Q/o 7,200 inal/ )
“O- USPTO
800 / 6,400 (US/ k&)
700 / 5,600 KIPO
600 4,800 (Korea/#H)

O JPO

200 4,000 (Japan/B#)
400 3200 .o EUIPO

300 [ @—0 2,400 (Europe/ KRt
200 :.’- ——g——"g |10

100 Q 300

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Year / &

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

O CNIPA/ PEExRM#EES 1,072 1,417 1,648 1,882 2,285 2,876 3,691 5,748 7,371 7,837
O USPTO / KEHSHEIZRT 281 305 313 323 343 375 393 448 465 493
KIPO / BEMSFTT 129 133 142 157 160 183 182 180 200 219

O JPO / BAEHSFT 114 108 119 118 124 147 162 191 184 191
O EUIPO / FRMES AN EFT 99 105 109 114 119 128 139 145 153 159

Note: -« See the right axis for CNIPA numbers. As the CNIPA does not publish the number of applications, numerical
values are the number of application classes.

Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics for EUIPO, KIPO, and
USPTO, and on the Annual Development Report on China's Trademark Strategy (up to 2017) and the TM5's
Report for Common Statistical Indicators (2018 onward) for CNIPA

#E: + CNIPAO#H#IZ, BEMTRY . CNIPABHBEHETOARBLTVEWZS, BIEXHBX D,

a1 + CNIPA FERSIREIEFERRRE (~20174) RO TMS5I281F 3 Report for Common Statistical Indicators (20184 ~)
ER(CHFEFTER
EUIPO, KIPO, USPTO: WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics =& IZ455Fr 1EBk



Figure 1-2-15 | 1-2-15E Thousend /4
) 150
Number of Trademark 129 125 130
Applications Filed Abroad 190
by Residents of Japan
BEAEFEEDOBAND -
ISR R OHER
60
30
0
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Year / &
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2 Worldwide Trademark Registrations | &R OEES
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Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics.
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Figure 1-2-17 | 1-2-17K

Number of Trademark
Registrations Filed with
the TM5 Offices

TM5 OE RS R OHERS

Figure 1-2-18 | 1-2-18H

Number of Trademark
Registrations in Foreign
IP Offices by Residents of
Japan
BEXEEEDBATO
EIRS R OHR

Thousand / F# Thousand Classes / FX53
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500 P 6,000
400 / 4,800

/

300 M 3,600
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WG*

100 4
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1,200

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

2010 2011 2012 2013
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Year / &

O~ CNIPA
(China/ =)

O USPTO
(US/RE)

O EUIPO
(Europe/ ER/H)

KIPO
(Korea/ =)

O JPO
(Japan/B%)

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

O CNIPA/ rEERM#HZES 1,349 1,023 1,005 997

1,375 2,226 2,255 2,7

92 5,007 6,406

“O- USPTO / KEWSHHEIRT 179 196 191 197

208 221 234 2

58 278 321

O EUIPO / BRMES FBORTEFT 103 96 97 100

104 115 120 1

30 136 142

KIPO / &= T 61 81 80 103 102 120 122 121 120 130
O JPO / BEREEEHT 98 89 96 103 100 98 105 111 117 110
Note: -« See the right axis for CNIPA numbers. As the CNIPA (China) does not publish the number of applications,

numerical values are the number of application classes.
Source: + This figure was prepared by the JPO based on the WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics for EUIPO, KIPO, and

USPTO, and on the Annual Development Report on China's Trademark Strategy (up to 2017) and the TM5's

Report for Common Statistical Indicators (2018 onward) for CNIPA.

% + CNIPADH#IZ. BETRY . CNIPA (FE) REBEHHTORREZLTVALG, BBEFHERSH.
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Examinations/Trials and Appeals
B1E BE-E

50

The JPO has been aiming to achieve the “world’s fastest and
utmost quality patent examinations”, so that once applicants
obtain patents in Japan, the associated examination results
will be upheld overseas to facilitate the smooth acquisition of
rights abroad. To this end, the JPO has been implementing
various measures focused on “maintaining speed”, “granting
high quality rights”, and “cooperating and collaborating with
foreign IP offices”.

1) Examination Performance

With the acceleration of the intellectual property creation
cycle, comprised of intellectual property creation, the
establishment of rights, and utilization of rights, there is a
growing need to shorten total pendency, and the JPO has
been engaging in initiatives to speed up examinations.

2) Initiatives to Speed up Examinations

(i) Securing the Necessary Number of Examiners

In order to maintain and strengthen the patent examination

system, the JPO is working to secure the necessary number

of patent examiners, including fixed-term examiners.

e For FY2020, the JPO secured a capacity of 1,666 examiners
(including fixed-term examiners).

(i) Outsourcing Prior Art Searches

By outsourcing prior art searches to registered search

organizations, the JPO promotes the speeding up of

examinations and improves examination quality through
utilization of the private sector.

o As of December 2020, there were 9 registered search
organizations.

e In FY2020, the number of outsourced searches was approx.
140 thousand, covering not only patent documents in
Japanese, but also those in English (103 thousand cases),
in Chinese and Korean (38 thousand cases in total) and in
German (3.2 thousand cases).
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BT IS, HOETHEIFZREINE. ZOFEEFERIEHN
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Figure 2-1-1 | 2-1-1 ‘ Request for Establishment 2
: : Examination First Action of Right
FA Pendency and Total BEH —REEBEM &FlML

Pendency for Patent
Examinations in FY2019
FA Pendency

2019 FEICHISHEHAHFAD —REEBEA 9.5 months on average /¥499.5n8 :

FA BRI R CMEFIEE T DHARA FTOHR

Total Pendency

FERI{ % T DRARS 14.3 months on average ,%#1514.3 8

Note: + The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the date of examination request until the JPO sends
the first notice of examination results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a notice of patent grant or a
notice of reasons for refusal).

+ The total pendency (also called the “standard pendency”) is the period from the date of examination request to
withdrawal or abandonment or until a final disposition (excluding cases where the JPO requests an applicant to
respond to the second notice of reasons for refusal due to the amendments submitted by the applicant, and
where the applicant performs procedures they are allowed to use, such as requests to the JPO for extension of
the period of response and for an accelerated examination).

f&E: « —RFEEMITOHRY (FABRE) 3. FEFKAHLSFABCLIFEBROBRNOBN (EICHFAEXIIIEREHRENS)
MHERBAZBAFXSND FTOHBE.
« EFMEETOME ([MREFEHE] SV 5.) . FEFBREHN ST - MEXEREUNZZIT X TOHBRE (HEALHE
EEZI 3 EICREALTEHAT N OBEORESZHRAICKD D LS HIBE . FHHTICNEHEHOERCRPOFEZ R
BJBEFD. HEAICBHOSNTVBFHRZEFNALIIZAEZER.),

B IR -3 Do ‘ sjeaddy pue sjeli] /suoleuiwexy Lisydeyd-zgied
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Figure 2-1-2 | 2-1-2

Year/ % 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Number of Patent Number of FAs"
Examination FAs, Number FAtHE 246,879 239,236 232,701 227,293 222,344
of Patents Granted, and
Number of International Number of patents Granted® 191,032 183919 177,852 167,945 164,846
Search Reports Established RREEf
HBAEEDOFAGHRISTEEHR® Number of International ,
HRUEEEE RS ER S0 :;;;Z&;f ;;tfbhshed 44,321 45,948 47,934 51,666 50,338

#E

Note: 1. The number of first actions in patent examinations is the number of first notices of examination results (for the
most part, either a notice of patent grant or a notice of reasons for refusal) issued by examiners to applicants,
etc.

2. The number of patents granted excludes the number of patents granted after a request for appeals against an
examiner’s decision of refusal was filed (including patents granted through reconsideration by examiners before
appeal proceedings).

3. The number of international search reports established is the number by year of issuance of international
search reports prepared and issued by the JPO as the International Searching Authority (ISA) under the PCT (the
number of international search reports includes that of “decisions of not preparing an international search
report”).

%5 1 FAHHRIE, BEECLIBERROBPOBA (ECHFETIIERERBEME) NMHEASARESNIZHR,

2 HETEEMHRE. EREETRENERUE FIBEEEZE0) ORFSNIERERS IRV EE,

3 EFBEESFERGRE. PCTOERBEHBEE L CHARSTOMEN « XU ERBEREOEXERNHY (ARBERS
IS TESREEHREZERLAVRE] BEFEND.).
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3) Accelerated Examination System/
Super-accelerated Examination System
Under certain conditions, the JPO offers an accelerated
examination system/super-accelerated examination system
that, upon the request of an applicant, expedites the
commencement of an examination. [Figure 2-1-3]

(i) Accelerated Examination System

¢ The accelerated examination system for patent applications
may be applied for applications that are also filed in one or
more other countries and applications by small and
medium-sized enterprises, etc. For more details, please visit
the JPO website™*.

¢ In 2020, first action pendency from request for accelerated
examination was 2.7 months on average.

(ii) Super-accelerated Examination System

e The JPO is running pilot programs for a super-accelerated
examination system for highly important applications, such
as applications for inventions that have already been put
into practice and that are also filed in one or more other
countries.

e First action is issued within one month from the request,
in principle (within two months, in principle, in the case of
DO*? applications). For more details, please visit the JPO
website™?.

e In 2020, there were 1,196 requests, and first action
pendency from request for super-accelerated examination
was 0.9 months on average (1.5 months for DO
applications).

English
4 Nttps://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
:  shinsa/jp-soki/index.html

=k
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/soki/v3souki.html

*2 Applications that have entered the nationa
phase after international application.
EPRHFES. EPERRS CF81T L s .

3) RHIEE - A —/N\—RHIEE

—EDEBEHDOTT. HEADSORHZRZITTCEEDEFR
HZBBICHNTEDIRPEE - 2—/\—RHEEZER
LTWd, [2-1-3H]

(i) PHIEE

o WEFHRICEET SRHMFEONRE. SEICHHBLT
WS HEE, F/NEESFOHES. BELSFHICDOVTIE.
WO T 04 M 238,

* 202050, RHFEEORED S—REEBEME TOHRB
[F¥32.7 0B

(i) A—/\—REEE

e BRICEML CLWDHEBICHRDIEEI DHEICHHEL T
WBHEETHD. FNEEEDSVHBEZRNRELT
2—/—BHEEZHT.

o BFENSERERITABMA (DO*2HEECDVNTIZERE 2 hBLIR)
[C—RBEBRZ BN, BAIFHMCOVTIE. HEFT
DI YA TSR,

o 2020 1,196 - DERFENH D, 2—/\—RHEEDH
HOS—REEBHF COBBIEFHE0.9HDB (DO
DUTIEHFIT.508).

HA&sE
: https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/document/index/
supersoukisinsa.pdf



https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/jp-soki/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/shinsa/soki/v3souki.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/document/index/supersoukisinsa.pdf

Figure 2-1-3 | 2-1-3

Number of Requests for
Accelerated Examinations
for Patent
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Note: The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Written Explanation
of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” that were submitted.
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4) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Patent Examination”, which
constitutes the JPO's fundamental principles of quality
management, and the “Quality Management Manual for
Patent Examination” (Quality Management Manual), the JPO
has been engaging in the following initiatives in order to
realize the utmost quality of patent examinations in the world.
For more details, please visit the JPO website™*.

(i) Quality Assurance

e Before sending applicants and agents documents by
examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc., managers
in the examination office check substantive and formal
aspects of such documents for all cases.

e Examiners consult with other examiners in order to share
search know-how and knowledge, etc., in order to curb
search and decision discrepancies among examiners.

(ii) Quality Verification

¢ Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners are
audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and format
before sending official documents to applicants and agents.

e In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO conducts
interviews at informal meetings with businesses, accepts
information provided in relation to individual cases, and
user satisfaction surveys. [Figure 2-1-4]

e In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee on
Examination Quality Management, which consists of
external experts, under the Intellectual Property Committee
of the Industrial Structure Council of the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry, and has been implementing
initiatives in the quality management of patent examination,
based on reports by the subcommittee.

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/
hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

!E CoIE BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/
A& 3 hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

4) mEERICAY SHE
REEEOEAFRA KD [HHEECHEITIRERY
V—|. FHFEEORBERICBIIVa7I)l] (mEv=a
7V OF. HRESEEORIFEEOERICEAIFTUTO
EiEZT>TV\S, BADFHMICOVTIE. FEFroz I
A M ESREINZL,

(i) RERE

o EEEICLDIEA c EEHICHDIEMAICDOVT, HEEA -
REBACEESINDFIC, BEEEOEER N RMA@E - R
HIChEEDOEHFI VD,

e H—F /UMD, MASEHELL. EEEOBOY —
FOYHMTOBEZIFT 2720, BEEFMOEEE &
BN

(ii) SRER

s BEEBICLDIUNZFDHM LRI ZDHERE LTRSS
DREEDHESFICDVT., REBEENERSHEFICE
B%El.

o BLBIA—Y—Z—X%EIIBEITDH. BELDERER
R, ERRGICEIIRERN. 1——FHifEzE
Mo [2-1-4H]

e 2014F 8BV S EXBEERSINMESBRSDTIC,
ABEREDOLIEARBERNZESZRELTH
D, BFNREZDHEZHEX. FTFEEORESEIC
BT SEE = =t


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

Figure 2-1-4 | 2-1-4

Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Patent Examination Quality

BHEBFOBICOV\WTOI—Y —HEREOESR

Results of User Satisfac-
tion Survey (Overall quality
of patent examination on
national applications)
I1—Y—HEFEORER
(ERHFEICHSITS
HErEE SR OE D)

Results of User Satisfac-
tion Survey (Overall quality
of the international search
and international prelimi-
nary examination on PCT
applications)
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5) Revision of Examination Guidelines

and Handbook
On August 27, 2019, the Supreme Court rendered a judgement*>
on how an advantageous effect of an invention should be
considered in determining the inventive step. As it was the
first Supreme Court decision which indicated how an
unpredictable and significant effect of an invention should be
determined, and has important significance in practice,
discussions were held at the 15th meeting of the Working
Group*© on the Patent Examination Standards on November 20,
2020, as to whether the judgment was consistent with the current
application of the Examination Guidelines. As the Supreme
Court judgment was beneficial for understanding the basic
ideas indicated in the "Examination Guidelines for Patent and
Utility Model”,*7 it was decided to be added to the “Examination
Handbook for Patent and Utility Model”, *@ for reference.

6) Examination Measures for Addressing
Various User Needs

(i) Interview Examinations

The JPO conducts interview examinations to facilitate

communication between examiners and applicants, etc.*? In

response to the needs of applicants and agents, etc. in remote

areas, the JPO not only conducts interview examinations in

the JPO's building, but also conducts on-site interview

examinations and online interview examinations.*'? It is also

possible to conduct an interview examination with some of

the participants participating online.

¢ In 2020, there were 1,883 interview examinations (of these,
195 were conducted on-site, and 1,015 were conducted online).

(i) Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting

Business Strategy

The Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting

Business Strategy is a measure that supports the acquisition

of rights in time with operations of businesses by having

examiners for multiple applications related to the business

(patent, design, and trademark applications) coordinate with

each other to conduct their respective examinations®'7.

[Figure 2-1-5]

¢ In 2020, there were 21 applications for Collective
Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting Business Strategy.

e Of these, there were 175 patent applications, 2 applications
for design registration, and 1 applications for trademark
registration.

*5  "Human conjunctival mast cell stabilizer"

5) EEBE-NYRT v IDOMHETRET
2019 8B 27H. EHZMHKICHS T SBFEHRICET
SmEMEIRONHSINTZ. FHERIE. TR TEHRVEE
HRIR DY EZHIR L ZHDERSHHRTHD. EBE
BEELERZBISH. 2020FE11H20HIZ. £15E
EEEESMEERY—F VI IN—TH[CTRITOEE
BEDEREESLTLINENTDOVWTHET LTz, ¥R
(F. [455F - ERHEEEEEY| TRENCEFNEER
KRR IT D ETCEBREDHDTHDDT, SEBHRELT
(4555 - RAFIEREFEE/\Y R Ty I8 | [ITBMTS I & EHD
1z

6) 31— —=
3=k

(i) mEEE

EEECHBAZEORBICASVT, ABICERRBEEZND C

CZEEMNELT. mEEEZERL TLS, EEHOH

FBAPREAZO=Z—XICIGZ. HEFTTE CEMEY SEE

BEEDM, HREZREECS Y 54 VEREE 'HERL

TWd, —BDSIMEDHF Y S4 VTSMLT. BESEE

ZEET D EDHAETH D,

e 2020 FDEMEIE 1,883 (M. hEEEBRE 19504, 754
VEBEE 1,015,

(i) BEBRNDXEHEE

FEYIRIICE EOFEAG. BEICEES SEHOEHE o

#EE -2 ZURELT. ERBFOBEENEEL LD

SEEZITV. BERRICEDEZI A I VI TOENE

FIETIMECTHD . [2-1-5H]

e 2020 FICHE T2 BXEEBTUICFELEHBEEDORBEERT
211,

o WRESNTHFFEBEE 1754 BEEZRHEE 24,
BIREIRHREE 1 4.

—X[CHETSTHD

*k6  Working Group on the Patent Examination Standards supervised by the Patent System Subcommittee

case, judgment of the Third Petty Bench of the
Supreme Court, 2019, August 27 (2018 (Gyo-
Hi) No. 69.

[t MERESHRZELHBG]RSRIR(B=)
YSTTES B 278 (EMB04E (7L ) $693)

under the Intellectual Property Committee of the Industrial Structure Council
EXRBEEARNNMESRSFHE )N EERFERESHZER Y —F VIO
O] m BAE

https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/shingikai/sangyo-kouzou/shousai/kijun_wg/index.html
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Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting Business Strategy

BEBRENIEHER
Entire Project Company Building an IPO Portfolio
85X b=t 3 WEBRHAEDIENL
Manufacturing Technology Busness Application
BB Strategies Contents
Control Unit Motor EESEERRR HEORE Pat_ent
HiEEE -4 FERF
Electric Vehicle JPO / H55FFF (o) (o)
Bf’ﬁtﬁfefy BREHE  Vaterials In line with corporate business
Bt =M actt'ivi'?ies, ezaminers wjll c;pllabo- Design Tl
Vehicle Body Logotype ratively conduct examinations. BE =
BEEFHIY ) BEENREOEEBRIZZIRMRG
(Design/EIE) (Trademark/w1E) BABOEEEICSDHE
English English English

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/tukujitu_kijun/

BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/tukujitu_kijun/

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/quideline/patent/handbook_shinsa
/index.html

B4R
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/handbook_shinsa
/index.html

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
shinsa/junkai.html

BHAsE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/mensetu/junkai.html

*10 See Part 2, Chapter 3, 4.2 "Promotion of Online
Interviews."
BOEEITEAME 2B A Y S+ VEEDHEKE]
2R,

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/
patent/shinsa/matome_sinsa.html

BHAzE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/general/matome_sinsa.html
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7) Improvement of Foundation

for Prior Art Searches

Prior art searches are one of the important pillars for
maintaining and improving examination quality, and a
constant improvement of the foundation for prior art searches
for both patent documents and non-patent literature is
therefore crucial.

(i) Initiatives Related to Machine Translation Texts

In order to expand prior art searches, the JPO has been
preparing for years full text Japanese machine translations
of US, ERP, and WIPO patent documents in English and CN
and KR patent documents, and has been accumulating
those translations on the retrieval system for patents and
utility models.

In 2020, the JPO introduced the latest machine translation
algorithm for full text Japanese machine translations of CN
and KR patent documents, so as to improve the translation
quality and obtain natural Japanese translations.

(i) Initiatives Related to Improvement of

Patent Classifications
As part of improving the foundation for prior art searches,
the JPO actively proposes to revise International Patent
Classifications (IPC) so as to make the superior
classification entries of FI*1? and F-Term*'® the IPCs, and
is currently engaged in discussions to this end (In 2020,
discussions covered 5 JPO proposals.).
The JPO is in the process of further improving search index,
under the principle that FI must be compliant with the latest
IPC, in order to search efficiently for domestic and foreign
patent documents. In FY2020, the JPO amended the FI
scheme for 315 main groups, and conducted F-Term
maintenance for 15 themes.
In order to enable exhaustive retrieval of IoT technologies,
the JPO took the initiative in developing IPC that
corresponds to loT-related technologies. As a result, G16Y
became effective as an IPC subclass in January 2020.
Further, in April, G16Y was also newly introduced in Fl, and
began to be assigned to Japanese patent documents.
By automatically assigning Fl and F-term to foreign patent
documents, it is possible to search both domestic and
foreign patent documents all at once using common patent
classifications.

*12 An FI (File Index) means an original classification by the JPO that is a

further development of the IPC.
FI (File Index) & 1. IPC Z#iRR L 7= BEEREFTHRE DD,

7) FATE M BRERE D 7= H D EBEEE(H
SATRMXBEAR G, BEEOEDHR - A LEDODERX
HO—DTHD. FDT=HDEB T - FFFH &
HIZEBNICEHET S ENEBETH D,

(i) #WEIERICR T S

EATRMXBMBEZILTTT D=0, ®BIHDERLTU
ToRE. BN, WIPO DRERFXEL. RUAHE. #EE
DFFEF XD E X B A EEWBIER X Z458F - ERFEDE
BY AT LICIERERER,

20205 (&, ARRDIFE XA DE X HAGERMEIERXICD
WT. BHOHMEIERZ LIV XLICED, BREAEE
EHEBDLOREZEME L,

(i) HEr2EEHICET SHH

EREFO-IRELTCFITL FA—L*BOBNIEHE
HEZEERRHSTE 1Pc) b33 2 £EEEMIC. IPC
WEDRRZEBAICESRT (2020F . 5ORMATFO IPO
BZEICDVWTHER) o

ERN DR ZNER < ERT D720, FlZRHhR
DIPCIZEMSEDZ LB EFRAE LT, HFHLED
BEEEHED, 2020FEF. 315 X1V II—TDFI
PERZWEL. 157 —XYDFI—LAVFFIAZER
o

loT BEHEMZMEN CHEATEEE TDHIC. [oTBEE
FMCHIe L7z IPCOEmEEE L, 2020F1BICIPC
ELTGI6Y D HEM. 4BIICEF. FICHEWVWTHGET6Y%E
LT, BEROREBICY L T E5 =R,
AEUSHECERICFl. F4—LZHEENICH5T 2T ET,
ERRUANAE OB Z. HBORFAEZRVNT. —
ETY—FHEE LTV,

*13 An F-Term (File forming Term) means an original classification by the

JPO expanded to various technical aspects (e.g., purpose, use, structure,
material, manufacturing method, processing and operational method, and
means of control) by technical area (theme).

F % — 1 (File forming Term) & [ 3X4iiA % (7 —<) & & ICFE < ORAMTHIER R (BRI,
FE. 18IS ML BOR BIRME A I FRE) ZRFE LI BFEREFTRE DD .
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8) Recent Trends in Al-related Inventions

Taking into account recent advances in Al technology
centering on deep learning, the JPO has studied the status of
patent applications for Al-related inventions in Japan and
overseas, and updated the report and previous data in July
2020.%1 This study covered (1) inventions on Al core
technologies and (2) inventions in which Al has been applied
to various technical fields. An overview of the study findings is
as follows.

e Domestic patent applications for Al-related inventions have
increased rapidly since 2014 due to the impact of the third
Al boom. [Figure 2-1-6]

¢ Applications for Al-related inventions referring to deep
learning have increased rapidly since 2014. In 2018, nearly
half of domestic patent applications for Al-related
inventions related to deep learning.

e For Al-applied areas, applications stand out in the fields of
image processing, information retrieval and
recommendation, business-related, and control and
robotics. This year's study shows a particular increase in
application of Al to the field of medical diagnosis.

e Applications related to Al core technology are on the rise,
both to the IP5 Offices and PCT. Among them, the number
of applications to the USPTO and the CNIPA is particularly
high. In particular, the number of applications to the CNIPA
has continued to grow.

LW https://www.jpo.go jp/system/patent/
:  gaiyo/sesaku/ai/
ai_shutsugan_chosa.html

8) AIB9iEFBBD AR RAE
FEDORESBERDE L AIBERMOERERE 2.
BT IF Al BSERAOBT HEIC DL TERADRR 2B
BLTHD, 20204578, HEBENYITF—5%EHL
fexis, FBETE, (1)AIOIPEMGICET SHH. RH(2)
Al E BRI IER L - RBEBEGRE Lz, &8
FEROWMBELTOED.

o AIBSEFRBOEMNSFEEE. F2XAIT—LDOFET
2014 LIRSS, [(2-1-6]

e FEZZBICEIIHEEFE2014FEAFERBELTHD,
2018FED Al BEFEBDENFEF RO F U L FRE
FBICEEITdHD,

o AIOBRAE LTEIDAHIF. BEHRUIECIBRER -
HWE., EIYRIEE, - ART 4 IR, SEOQRET
(FHFICEZZHT D EFADER DB,

o Al PHMICEEY 2HEEE. AF&RUPCT BB HEED
WINICSVLWTHEBMERTH D, ATHUSPTOL
CNIPANDEFEA#IZRE, FICHEOERAHISIS
=g,
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Number of Domestic Patent Applications for Al-related Inventions
Al BSEF B O EIPISETH B DS

mmm Al-related invention (left axis) Al-related inventions to which GO6N is assigned (left axis) =@ [Ref.] Total number of domestic applications (right axis)
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Number of domestic applications for Al-related inventions Total number of domestic applications
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; DBLEEEEEEEREERRE
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1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

mmm Al-related

invention (left axis)
SR (i) 1,167 1,811 2,137 2,509 2,237 1,891 1,495 1,412 1,150 1,183 1,096 1,091 1,209 1,242

Al-related inventions to which

GO6N is assigned (left axis)
ARSEEED S 5 G06N 467 912 881 1032 926 807 654 599 444 403 393 363 353 297

FEENTVSHOD (Zhh)

-® [Ref] Total number of
domestic applications
(right axis)
[22] EN2GOTEHY (B3#)

- - 367,590 369,396 371,894 366,486 353,301 369,215 376,615 391,572 401,932 405,655 436,865 439,175

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

988 975 1,047 1,126 1,080 1,096 1,167 1,700 1,052 1,031 952 963 1,084 1,304 1,858 3,065 4,728

229 249 266 254 235 233 208 203 174 174 151 150 221 343 595 924 1,527

421,044 413,092 423,081 427,078 408,674 396,291 391,002 348,596 344,598 342,610 342,796 328,436 325,989 318,721 318,381 318,479 313,567
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The JPO has been implementing a variety of initiatives
including accelerated examinations and quality management,
in order to appropriately protect designs, improve convenience
for users, and strengthen the competitiveness of Japan's
companies. It also summarizes the status concerning the
revised Design Act, and engaging in sending out information
outside.

1) Examination Performance

The JPO is working to make examinations more efficient for
user convenience. In FY2019 (April 2019-March 2020), the
JPO achieved the “first action pendency” (FA pendency) and

“total pendency” periods shown in Figure 2-1-7. [Figure 2-1-7]
[Figure 2-1-8]

2) Accelerated Examination

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers an accelerated

examination system that, upon the request of an applicant,

expedites the commencement of an examination. [Figure 2-1-9]

e The accelerated examination system may be applied under
the following conditions: (i) applications for design
registration related to implementations with an urgent need
for registration™' ; (ii) applications for design registration
that are concurrently filed in one or more other countries; or
(iii) applications for design registration by businesses, etc.
that have suffered earthquake damage.

e In 2019, first action pendency from request for accelerated
examination was 2.0 months on average.

2 BE

BT TR BYGREOREYI—F—OREME L, &
EEI/EREDESR DD, RHEE. REEES.
Be2OEBEERELT\S, £z, ERREZEICET KRR
ZEEDH. ABANOREZFICDHBATVS,

1) EERE

- —DHEUZIBEICEEOMNERLLZTEDTH D,
20195 E (2019F48-2020%38) (&, 2-1-7R®D =R
BEBMECOHE] (FAlm) RO [MEFMLE OB =
ER LT, [2-1-7E1[2-1-8H]

2) RHIER

—EDOBHDT T, HEANSOREESITCEEOEFE

HZzBEIC<ONTREOHIRPEEFEZERRL TV D,

[2-1-9&]

o BHIEBHIEONRE. (i) EFAMLICDOLWTEIMEE
I EEMBECEEEHFEE . (i) AEICHHELT
WS BEZHEM. (i) EXICLIWEERIES
DOEEZHFHEE,

e 20205 (3. RHIEEORHEHIS—REEEMNE TOHERB
FF132.0H0B.

*1  Among (i), the JPO is implementing an

initiative to commence examinations even
earlier for applications where there are
counterfeits already in existence and there
are no problems in the application procedure.
In 2020, the above period was 0.5 months on
average.
(OS5 ERICRHBSEHNEELZHDTH> T H
BFHRICAHEOEVHREICDOVWTR, LD —BRHIC
BFIIEMEZEERL TE O, 2020FDOFIZCHE
F30.50B.



Figure 2-1-7 | 2-1-7

FA Pendency and Total
Pendency for Design
Examinations in FY2019

2019 FELHIIDEEEED
FA BRI R CMEFIEX T DHAR

Figure 2-1-8 | 2-1-8

Number of FAs and
Decisions of Registration
for Design Examinations

REEEDFAHHRU
EREEHHROHRS

Figure 2-1-9 | 2-1-9

Number of Requests for
Accelerated Examinations
for Design

RERHEEOHLHBDHER

Total Pendency
HEFMEE T DI

Establishment

Application Filing First Action  of Right
HER —REEEM  #EAL
® ) ®

FA Pendency
—RELBAN
FTOHE

6.0 months on average /13 6.0»8

6.8 months on average /13 6.8»8

Note: » The FA pendency is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice of examination
results to the applicant, etc. (excluding international applications filed to register designs under the Hague
Agreement, for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons for refusal).

+ The total pendency is the period from the application filing to a final disposition (excluding international applica-
tions filed to register designs under the Hague Agreement, as well as cases in which applicants are required to
respond to the second notices from the JPO for amendments submitted by the applicants within a certain
period of time).

&5 « FAREIE. LRI SEEBEICLSETFRORIOEN (EREESHRERZR<. ZCERETXIERERBME) FHEA
FAHKESINDZTOHH.
« HEREETOBBIE. HENSRERLA X TOMHE (EREESHERER &z, HRANHELROSN TV SHEZ/-EL
WEFETOLICE ST, HEFTHNOBEDREZROONSIZEFZMHR<.).

VYear / 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Number of FAs 30,448 31,600 31,266 31,749 30,164
Number of Decisions of
Registration 26,156 27,976 27,301 27,909 26,465
SRERHH

Note: The number of first actions is the number of first notices of examination results sent by examiners to applicants,
etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or notices of reasons for refusal).

#E: FAHHMIZ. FEBICLIFEBRORNOBEN (ZICERAEXIEREHBENE) MNEBRASATKESNIHH.

Number / #
300
254
250 2141
21 218
200
150
113
100
50
0
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &

Note: The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Explanation
of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” that were submitted.

% SFHEFEORHAMIL [RHEECHYT 3RBHME I ML SNIERHH.
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3) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Design Examination’, which
constitutes the JPO's fundamental principles of quality
management, and the “Quality Management Manual for
Design Examination” (Quality Management Manual), the JPO
has been engaging in the following initiatives in order to realize
the utmost quality of design examinations in the world*?.

(i) Quality Assurance

e Before sending applicants and agents documents by
examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc., managers
of the examination office check substantive and formal
aspects of such documents for all cases.

e Examiners consult with managers about cases that meet
certain conditions in order to curb search and decision
discrepancies among examiners.

(ii) Quality Verification

¢ Decisions and notices, etc., prepared by examiners are
audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and format
before sending official documents to applicants and agents.

e In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO conducts
interviews at informal meetings with businesses, accepts
information provided in relation to individual cases, and
user satisfaction surveys. [Figure 2-1-10]

¢ In August 2074, the JPO established the Subcommittee on
Examination Quality Management, which consists of
external experts, under the Intellectual Property Committee
of the Industrial Structure Council of the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry, and has been implementing
initiatives in the quality management of design
examinations, based on reports by this subcommittee.

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/
hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

E CoIm] BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/
Aﬁ! 3 hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
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Figure 2-1-10 | 2-1-10

Results of User

Satisfaction Survey on

Design Examination 2016
Quality

BEEEDEICDVLTO 2017
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FY / %E
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4) Status concerning the revised Design Act

The revised Design Act of 2019 came into force on April 1, 2020,
and revisions including the start of protection of graphical user
interface, building, and interior designs and enhancement of the
related design system came into effect. Meanwhile, the
provisions related to revisions such as the introduction of
collective application for multiple designs, elimination of the
article classification table, and expansion of remediable
procedures are scheduled to come into force on April 1, 2021.
The numbers of applications for design registration filed for
new categories of subject matter®? were 699 applications for
graphical user interfaces, 304 applications for buildings, and
186 applications for interiors (the total numbers for the period
from April through December 2020).

In order to offer relevant information on the revision of the Design
Act, the JPO launched a “dedicated website on the 2019
revision of the Design Act” (Japanese only) in July 2020, with
summarized information on the revision of the Design Act™**.
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%3 The numbers of applications for design registration for "graphical user interfaces," "buildings," and "interiors" were obtained based on the following definitions:
- "Graphical user interface": A classification symbol in the N3 class of the Japanese Classification for Industrial Designs is assigned, and the statement in the
column of "Article to the Design" includes a word such as "graphical user interface," "GUI," or "icon."

- "Building": A classification symbol in any of the L0-0, L2 to L3 (excluding L3-7) classes of the Japanese Classification for Industrial Designs is assigned.
However, it excludes applications to which a classification that normally mainly applies to article (L2-52 and L3-2020 classes, etc.) is assigned, or those for
which the statement in the column of "Article to the Design" includes the word "prefabricated."

- "Interior": A classification symbol in the L3-7 class of the Japanese Classification for Industrial Designs is assigned.

The numbers do not include the numbers of international applications for design registration.
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The JPO has been implementing various initiatives including
accelerated examinations, fast track examinations, quality
management, and protection of regional collective trademarks
in order to appropriately protect trademarks, and to improve
convenience for users.

1) Examination Performance

In order to promptly and appropriately protect trademarks, the
JPO is working to make examinations more efficient and
reinforce the examination system. In FY2019 (April 2019—
March 2020), the JPO achieved the “first action pendency” (FA
pendency) and “total pendency” periods shown in Figure
2-1-11. In addition, as Figure 2-1-12 shows, the number of FA
in 2020 was 172,931, an increase of approximately 28.3% over
the previous year. [Figure 2-1-11][Figure 2-1-12]

2) Accelerated Examination

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers an accelerated

examination system that, upon the request of the applicant,

expedites the commencement of an examination (for further
details, please see “Outline of Accelerated Examinations and

Accelerated Appeal Examinations for Trademarks” at the JPO

website*").

e The number of requests for accelerated examinations in
2020 was 11,204, an increase of approx. 38.2% over the
previous year. [Figure 2-1-13]

e |In 2020, first action pendency from request for accelerated
examination was 1.9 months on average.
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English

(BRI E  RHEEOME]
BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/shinsa/soki/shkouhou.html

“Outline of Accelerated Examinations and Accelerated Appeal Examinations for Trademarks”

2 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/shinsa/outline_accelerated_trademark.html
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e A1 21 E Establishment
| Figure 2111 | 2111 J Application Filing First Action  of Right

FA Pendency and Total HiE —RETEM &R
Pendency for Trademark e L O ¢
Examinations in FY2019 FA Pendency :

2019 FEICHITDHEEED —REEBAN 9.9 months on average /¥%59.908

FA BRI R U ERIMb T DA ETOHE | |

Total Pendency
R bFET O

Note: -

10.9months on average /¥13 10.9»8

The FA pendency is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice of examination
results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons for refusal)
(excluding applications related to non-traditional trademarks and regional collective trademarks).

+ The total pendency is the period from the application filing to the registration (excluding applications related to

non-traditional trademarks and regional collective trademarks , as well as cases where the JPO requests an
applicant to respond to the second notice of reasons for refusal due to the amendments submitted by the
applicant, and where the applicant performs procedures they are allowed to use, such as requests to the JPO for
extension of the period of response).

HE: - FARRR. BEHSBESIC &3 EEFROSPOBA (&I BHEE HERERBNE) NHEASARESN S E TOBE G
LWS o TOBERUMSFABIEI RS HEER<.).
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ET BT EICRAL THFFD SEEORESEHEAICRD S &S HBE Y. BHFIINEEEOESEERDBEEZER).
Figure 2-1-12 | 2-1-12
e | | Year / & 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Number of FAs and Number of FAs
Decisions of Registration FAfEE 131,624 126,407 137,463 134,834 172,931
for Trademark .
. . Number of Decisions of
Examinations Registration 113,025 115,754 119,610 117,186 146,708
EESED FAHBRY SREEER
EREEGHOHER
(. | Number / #
Figure 2-1-13 | 2-1-13
{ 12,000 11,204
Number of Requests for
Accelerated Examinations 10,000
for Trademark 8,110
BIERREEORHGHOKR 8,000
6,000 5,278
4,000 3,447
2,210
2,000 .
0
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year / &

Note: The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of applications

for which “Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” that

were submitted.
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3) Fast Track Examination

In an effort to accelerate the processing of overall
examinations by increasing the number of applications that
impose little burden on the examination on goods or services,
while responding to the needs for early registration, the JPO
carries out “Fast Track Examination”*? pilot programs. For an
application that satisfies the following requirements, the first
action is issued about six months from the filing of the
application. Applications subject to the fast track examination
are automatically selected by the JPO, so no special application
procedure or fees are required for this examination.

[Condition 1] Applications that only designated goods or
services listed in any of the following at the time of filling.
(D Examination guidelines for similar goods and services
(@ Regulation for Enforcement of the Trademark Act
Q@ International Classification of Goods and Services (the
Nice Classification)
[Condition 2] Applications that no amendment of the
designated goods or designated services has been made
until the commencement of the examination.

“Fast Track Examination”

English

2 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/
trademark/shinsa/shohyo_fast_e.html

[T7 2R3y UEE]

BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/
* shinsa/fast/shohyo_fast.html
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Figure 2-1-14 | 2-1-14 &

Envisaged Pendency for
Fast Track Examination

TrPANNSyOBEBEOEENE
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Application Filing First Action
thER —REHEBM
[ ] ®
| Applications filed from October 2018 to January 2020
. 20184108~ 202051 EDOHE
Usual examination /&% DHEE FA

]
Fast track examination /77 AR5y I BB REMH FA R
About 2 months

Applications filed in February 2020 and after
20202 ALARZEDHER

Usual examination /8ED&EX

Fast track examination /772NNy IBERRESF FA

About 6 months from application
HED 5860

earlier than
usual examination

BEOEELD
#20ARL

FA

Note: Since October 1, 2018, the JPO has carried out pilot programs for conducting examinations about two months
earlier than usual for eligible cases. For applications filed in February 2020 and after, the JPO has changed to

&5

conducting examinations in about six months from the filing of an application.

2018F 108 1HMUE. WREGHICOVTERLDHN2HMARLEEZTOEREHTLCELA 2020F 2BOHBN S, HER
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4) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Trademark Examination”, which
constitutes the JPO's fundamental principles of quality
management, and the “Quality Management Manual for
Trademark Examination” (Quality Management Manual), the
JPO has been engaging in the following initiatives in order to
maintain and improve the quality of trademark examinations.
Moreover, in March 2020, the JPO established quantitative
goals for the quality of trademark examinations to be achieved
in FY2020.%3 For more details, please visit the JPO website. **

(i) Quality Assurance

¢ Before sending applicants and agents documents by
examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc., managers
of the examination office check substantive and formal
aspects of such documents for all cases.

e Examiners consult with other examiners in order to share
knowledge and to make prompt and appropriate decisions.

(ii) Quality Verification

e Decisions and notices, etc., prepared by examiners are
audited by quality management officers to check
compliance in terms of content and format before sending
relevant official documents to applicants and agents.

e In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO conducts
interviews at informal meetings with businesses, accepts
information provided in relation to individual cases, and
implements user satisfaction surveys. [Figure 2-1-15]

e In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee on
Examination Quality Management, which consists of
external experts, under the Intellectual Property Committee
of the Industrial Structure Council of the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry, and has been implementing
initiatives in the quality management of trademark
examinations, based on reports by this subcommittee.

https://www.meti.go.jp/policy/policy_
management/jissityou-hyouka/2020/
R2mokuhyouhonbun.pdf

EfSIE BAE

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/
hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
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Figure 2-1-15 | 2-1-15&

Results of User
Satisfaction Survey on
Quality of Trademark
Examinations
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5) Revision of Examination Guidelines

for Trademarks
(i) FY2019 Revision of the Examination Guidelines

for Trademarks
In FY2019, from the viewpoint of improving user convenience
and clarifying the scope of the right, the JPO revised the
method of making statements in the application when filing
an application for a three-dimensional trademark (revision of
the Regulation for Enforcement of the Trademark Act) so as
to enable companies to protect the shapes of outer
appearances and interiors of stores and complicated shapes
of goods more appropriately. On such basis, the JPO revised
the parts of the Examination Guidelines for Trademarks
concerning Articles 3, 4, 5, and so on of the Trademark Act in
relation to three-dimensional trademarks.*®

(ii) Outline of the Revision

e Examples of three-dimensional trademarks of outer
appearances and interiors of stores were added (main
paragraph of Article 3(1) of the Trademark Act).

e With regard to examination on the distinctiveness of a
three-dimensional trademark comprised of the shape of
goods, etc., the determination standards described in the
Trademark Examination Manual were additionally described
in the Examination Guidelines. In addition, in the part stating
that a three-dimensional trademark designating a service of
the construction industry, real estate industry, etc. and
simply indicating the shape of the building in a common
manner without surpassing it in scope is judged to lack
distinctiveness, it was additionally stated that the shape of
the "interior" is included in such shape of the building
(Article 3(1)(iii) of the Trademark Act).

A statement concerning a three-dimensional trademark
consisting of the shape of a store, etc., which does not fall
under Article 3(1)(iii) of the Trademark Act, was also revised
in the same manner as for item (iii) above (Article 3(1)(vi) of
the Trademark Act).

¢ |t was additionally described that, when determining the
identity of a trademark as applied and a trademark as used,
the parts that do not constitute the trademark should not
be taken into consideration (Article 3(2) of the Trademark
Act).

“Examination Guidelines for Trademarks”
English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/
qguideline/trademark/kijun/index.html
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BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
guideline/trademark/kijun/index.html
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It was additionally described that, when determining
similarity, the trademark is to be examined as a whole while
excluding parts that do not constitute the trademark,
among other matters (Article 4(1)(xi) of the Trademark Act).
It was additionally described that, if the shape of the
"interior" of a building or the shape of a store, etc. that does
not fall under the category of a building is well known at the
time of the filing of the application as the shape of that of
another person, the shape is judged to cause confusion
over the source (Article 4(1)(xv) of the Trademark Act).

The idea of specifying a three-dimensional trademark based
on the statement in the detailed description of the trademark
was reviewed to also correspond to the new types of
trademarks, and examples concerning the outer appearances
and interiors of stores were added (Article 5(5) of the
Trademark Act).

Descriptions concerning the change of gist were revised to
also correspond to the new types of trademarks (Article
16-2 of the Trademark Act).
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6) Regional Collective Trademarks

The regional collective trademark system was introduced in

April 2006 in order to more appropriately protect, as

trademarks, regional brands that combine the name of a

region and the name of the goods (or services) (for further

details about this system, please see the “Regional Collective

Trademark System” at the JPO website*©).

Prior to the introduction of this system, trademarks comprised

of “region name + goods (services) name” were not approved

for registration unless they already possessed nationwide
recognition. However, with this system, such trademarks can
be now registered as long as there is recognition by
consumers to a certain extent.

¢ As of the end of December 2020, there were 1,277
applications filed, and of those 699*7 were registered.

e In order to further increase awareness of this system, the
“General Election for Outstanding Regional Brands” was
held in the Kyushu region in FY2017, in the Tokai-Hokuriku
region in FY2018, and in the Tohoku region in FY2019. In
FY2020, the " Nationwide General Election for Outstanding
Regional Brands” was held online, targeting regional
collective trademark right holders nationwide. In the
General Election program, local university students, local
technical college students, local high school students,
regional collective trademark right holders, and others form
teams, and based on interviews with such right holders, the
students circulate information on the attractiveness of
regional brands on Instagram® and present future business
plans (By creating opportunities for student-organization
collaboration to promote the attractiveness of regional
brands, this program is expected to increase the system’s
use among general consumers and organizations
considering acquisition of regional collective trademarks,
and also further promote the use of regional collective
trademarks. Furthermore, through the use of regional
collective trademarks, the program is expected to lead to
sustainable vitalization of regional economies.).

“Regional Collective Trademark System”
English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/index.html
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*7 Registration numbers by region are 35 for Hokkaido, 56 for the Tohoku

region, 106 for the Kanto-Koshinetsu region, 65 for the Hokuriku region, 94
for the Tokai region, 154 for the Kinki region, 51 for the Chugoku region,

29 for the Shikoku region, 90 for the Kyushu region, and 18 for Okinawa
region, along with 3 for overseas countries (registrations spanning multiple
regions are counted as one in each region).

BREBEHIEHICR S & A0BE 35 4. 3R 56 . B9 - FIE# 106 ¢ LR 654 &R
BOAFOAME T 54 ¢ FRE 5T £ IUE 29 #F UM O0 OB 18 HHIC IR T AED 5D
HES 3IHBHFSIN TS ERIRICEN 2 bDEFZENZNAD V).


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/index.html

e As a measure to further disseminate the regional collective
trademark system and to widely spread case examples of
utilization of the system, the JPO published the booklet
"Regional Collective Trademark Guide Book," which
introduces the latest case examples of leading associations
taking advantage of the system as "10 success stories of
regional brands," and covers topics including "what regional
branding is," "the significance and the method of creating
regional brands," "the method of registering trademarks as
regional collective trademarks," and "support measures
such as consultation services for the filing of regional
collective trademark applications and subsidies for foreign
applications." The Guide Book is distributed to various
parties, including seminar participants, prefectures,
municipalities, societies of commerce and industry,
chambers of commerce and industry, tourist associations
and existing right holders, for promoting widespread use of
the system.

Figure 2-1-16 | 2-1-16 & ‘

Regional Collective
Trademark Composition
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Customary name
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i 7S > R RN TS Y ROBELED
Bl EEGEERE U COEIMEDRE]. [HEsEE
RO HFEECHE HFRMBIE A & OIEMR] 288
L7cfF DERGEEA 1 R Tvo] ZERL. SBER
SFOSME . BEEFR. MM, 1 BIRE
. BXcth=. BMENESFCEA L. SIAMICA<ERE
B % Eitt,

Characters/terms commonly used
when indicating place of origin

FEEZRTTIBICHETND
_|_ XFELULTHERASNhTWSXF

Example) Genuine, specialty, local specialty,
produced in XX, a product of XX, etc.
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4  Trials and Appeals

Trials and Appeals play a role in reviewing examiner’s decisions
as the upper instance of examination, and in achieving early
resolution of disputes over the validity of IP rights. To fulfill the
role adequately, various initiatives have been taken to ensure
reliability and timeliness of trial/appeal decisions.

1) Performance of Trials and Appeals
The status of the proceedings in 2020 is as shown in Figure
2-1-17. [Figure 2-1-17]

¢ Inter-partes trial cases are prioritized over ex-parte appeal
cases in principle for early dispute resolution.

e The JPO gives priority to and conducts accelerated appeal
proceedings for appeal against an examiner’s decision of
refusal cases upon request when the cases satisfy the
specific requirements. In 2020, the number of requests for
accelerated appeal proceedings™' was 167 for patents, 0
for designs, and 20 for trademarks. The average pendency
period*? was 3.9 months for patents and 2.5 months for
trademarks.

BHE, BEOLREL L CEEENLEEZRET R
P, EEFEEOEWLEE D SDHBORRRAE R DEE|
#EoTVWD, INSO/REZ+RICRIT 0., ERIED
BLEREUEARDBERIEORROER(CHEIT 7-7E < DEE
ZEEL TVB,

1) BHIRE
2020FDEEOIRRIE. 2-T-1T7HDESDTH D, [2-1-17H]

o UEERBHEHICOVLWTE., FORHMARAZRD
. FRIE LTEEROEHSEMHLDBENICETF.

o EATARBHEHICOVT, BFEOEHZHI-TH
A, RBHICIDBEEREZ@EMNICIT S RHEEZ XM,
2020F 2B 2 RHABEE ORI 3557 T167 4.
BIET206TH D BEICDOVWTENREHDI LD 2Tz,
FIEHAR 2 (JAEF T390 R BIETHEE2.50 R,

*71 The number of cases where the “Written Explanation of Circumstances
Concerning Accelerated Appeal Proceedings” was submitted and the
cases were transferred to the board in charge. When the cases that
were not transferred to the board in charge (including cases that involve
decision to grant a patent upon reconsideration by examiner before appeal
proceedings) are included, the number of requests for accelerated appeal
proceedings made in 2020 was 269 for patents, 2 for designs, and 23 for
trademarks.

[RHEIECEY SBBHBE I MRESNBPIBE S NHH.BPIBES NG o1z
HHEBERSNEEMS) 22302 & 2020FCE I 2 RHBEROREHHILF
FFNN 269 BIED 2 4 BIEN 231

*2 Inthe cases that are subject to accelerated appeal proceedings, the
average pendency is an average Calendar Year (CY) period from the date
it becomes ready to conduct proceedings, after a request for accelerated
appeal proceedings, to the date an appeal decision is dispatched.
BHRFEOHNREBOLEHFICOVT,. BRFEOREIASNEETELLSTHS
BADFEENS FTOHBOEEF,



Figure 2-1-17 | 2-1-17

Status of Proceedings in 2020
2020 TEORR

Appeals against an

examiner’s decision of refusal Invalidation trials Trials for correction Oppositions Trials for rescission
U - " . Sz
It AR ERhEH ST BRI EUHEY
Number of ., Number of ., Number of ., Number of . Number of )
dispositions ' "ENAeNCY™ gigoasitions+ PeNdeNCy™ yisnocitions PeNdency™ gishositions 1 Pendency™ gigpasitions +1 Pendency
s BEMEC e BESRC s BESEC e B s BB
Patents & Utility
Models** 8,282 12.2 115 12.5 97 3.0 1,014 7.4 - -
H5Er - EFRER Y
Designs
BE 411 7.3 8 12.7
Trademarks
e 818 9.5 112 13.7 - . 414 8.6 985 8.8

Note: 1. The total number of requests granted (including requests partly granted), requests not granted (including dismissals), and withdrawals/abandonments. The

&5

number of oppositions is counted by opposed patent.
2. Average processing period (in months) in CY from the date a request is filed (*1), to the date a trial/appeal decision is dispatched (*2), to the date a with-
drawal or abandonment is finalized and concluded, or to the date a dismissal is dispatched.

(*1) The date a request is filed for opposition is the date an opposition is requested. The date for cases concerning “reconsiderations by examiners as one
of appeal proceedings” in “appeal against examiner’s decision of refusal” is the date it becomes ready to conduct proceedings (the date the case has
been transferred to the board in charge).

(*2) In patent opposition cases, if a “notification of reasons for revocation” (advance notice of a decision) is to be made, it is the date the notice is
dispatched. In trial for patent invalidation cases, if an “advance notice of a trial decision” is to be made, it is the date the notice is dispatched.

. Trial for invalidation statistics include invalidation trials for utility models.

BRI (B8 BRAMIL (SHT). RCRTT - BEOHBOEST. BFHFILISERBUOHE,
FHERA (1) Ho. R (RIPRE) OFEEH (% 2). WFIS - REOHEEH. XIZHATOREEHF TOBRBOBFT, BRUIER,
(% 1) REFEBPILICOVWTIRIEFARIH, HHHEEEERREY CHBVWTHBERECHRBIBMHCOVTRBENECA>ZH @MHBEH).
(% 2) FHFRFPILCSVTHCHERBH (REDFEH) Z1T50DRZOFHXA. FEFENFEHICHVWTHRROTFEZITSODIRIZDOHEH.
3 EMEH OHEtOHEBMEES U,

w
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2) Improvement of Proceedings
The JPO is implementing the following initiatives in order to
further improve proceedings:

(i) Oral Proceedings

e Ininter-partes trial cases (including trials for invalidation
and trials for rescission), oral proceedings, where the panel
and the parties orally assert against each other, are

proactively utilized in order to accurately grasp and sort out

the points of dispute and to increase the parties’
acceptance of the results. In 2020, 37 oral proceedings
were conducted. From April onward, online oral inquiries

were utilized, as it was difficult to hold oral proceedings due

to the COVID-19 outbreak.

(i) Circuit Trials and On-Site Interviews

e When companies, universities, etc. in the local regions are
the parties concerned in trial and appeal cases, the panel
may visit their regions at their request to conduct circuit

trials (oral proceedings conducted for trials for invalidation)

or on-site interviews (interviews aimed at facilitating
communication on trial and appeal proceedings). In 2020,
4 circuit trials and 5 on-site interviews were conducted.

From April onward, online interviews were utilized, as it was

difficult to make visits due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

(iii) Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group

e The “Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group,” which
gathers together practitioners such as corporate IP
personnel, patent attorneys and lawyers, in addition to JPO
chief administrative judges and administrative judges, and
which studies trial/appeal decisions and court decisions
based on actual cases, is convened every year. The Study
Group's meeting was held online in 2020. The Study Group
publishes a report™® that summarizes the results of its
studies. Judges of the Intellectual Property High Court and
the Tokyo District Court also participate as observers. In
2020, the Study Group studied a total of 12 cases: 8 patent
cases, 2 design cases, and 2 trademark cases.

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/
shingikai/kenkyukai/
sinposei_kentoukai.html

BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/
shingikai/kenkyukai/
sinposei_kentoukai.html

2) BEEORR
ERE—BRAESLILO, UTOREERBL TS,

(i) OEEEE
o BMEH CECHEHSOLFERFHEHICSVTHEL

HEAFRDIEE - BIEPHEZOMNEROE LD,
BEREHUEENAIOBTERL b D OEEEZEEN
[Z3EF. 202013, 37HOOBEEEZEM, 48U,
FEIOOF DA N ARMEDFRE CORBFIEDRENEEE
Thol=ld. 754 VOEESEER,

(i) WEEFH - HIREE
o HIFDRE - KESHEHEHDOLEFETHIBEICHE.

LEZDOHEICIO L TERA I 2ESMICHE, WEEH
(EshEy OOEER) . HEREE (ERCEL CERREEND
roOOEE) FERE. 2020FICBNTIE. 4EOKEITEH.
StOHREZEEEM. 4BLEE. HEIOF 912
BEREDFETCHRIRE TR R TH o> 12/cdd. TV S5A
VEEESER.

(i) FHRBERES

EYR - BHBECMR T, BEONNMERS. AEL.
AELTFOEBEDN—ELRL T, RAICEDSTERRY
HRISOVWTCOIRTEZETD [EHRBEMTS] Z0IFER
. AFERA Y S A VRBOFANTEM, €OHBRZE
DEEDHTHREEZLR. MNMESSHHARUER
FBBHFROBHEDF TV —/N—S, 2020%F 3.
1BEF8EM. BE2EM. BR2FHD12F/ZRE.


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_kentoukai.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_kentoukai.html

3) Dissemination and Awareness Raising of
the Trial and Appeal System

The JPO is implementing the following initiatives in order to

disseminate and raise awareness of the trial and appeal

system:

(i) English Translations of Trial/Appeal Decisions

e In order to further disseminate information on trials and
appeals of the JPO internationally, the JPO has been
providing a manually-translated English edition of trial/
appeal decisions, decisions on opposition, and Hantei
(advisory opinions on the technical scope of industrial
property rights), at the JPO's website™4, that would help
users with the understanding of the law interpretation and
its practices in Japan. In 2020, the JPO provided English
translations for 97 trial/appeal decisions.

(ii) Mock Oral Proceedings

e The JPO distributes a video recording of mock oral
proceedings online in order to enhance oral proceedings, to
further promote the use of circuit trials and to disseminate
and raise awareness of the trial/appeal system.

Trial Court where oral proceedings are actually conducted
KEICOWBFENRESNDIFFTEHE

3) FEHFEOEREFR
BHHEOBREREOEDC. LITORBEEBL TS,

(i) F|RHER

o« EYICEITSRMOERREZRESE SO, EER
CERDOEROSE L LT A. BERE. HIEDHERZ
AFBRICEDERL. BHATO T TV A SHICHBE,
2020F 3. 97 rDOFRIERZE R M,

(i) REOmEE
o O|MFEDFRR, WEFHO—EBONBRE. LU, &=
HEEOER - BFREND =6, RROEFIEORE ZE

1=

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/
i trial_appeal/
pagip:  info-general-shinketsu-eiyaku.html

BH&EE
- https://www.jpo.go jp/system/
trial_appeal/info-shinketsu-eiyaku.html
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International Initiatives
5% 2 E EEaYEA
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Globalization of corporate activities is progressing as the
growth of emerging markets drives the expansion of export
destinations, and the overseas advancement of production
plants and R&D centers. The protection and utilization of
intellectual property in emerging countries are critical both to
companies in order to develop their business in such countries,
and to the emerging countries in order to attract investment
by foreign companies. The JPO is promoting initiatives to
further harmonize intellectual property systems and practices
in various countries and regions, and to improve and strengthen
intellectual property systems in emerging countries.

Harmonization of

IP Systems and Practices

In cooperation with the WIPO and foreign IP offices, the JPO
has been working to further harmonize intellectual property
systems and practices in order to improve convenience when
an applicant files applications for the same invention in more
than one country.

1) Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO
The Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO are a series of
meetings held annually to decide matters related to the entire
organization, such as the formulation of budgets, appointment
of the Director General, and approval of amendments to
regulations under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), the
Madrid Protocol, and the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement.

(i) Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO:

Sixtieth Series of Meetings
(extraordinary) (May 2020, written procedure)

e Mr. Daren Tang (then Chief Executive of the Intellectual
Property Office of Singapore), who was nominated as the
candidate for appointment to the post of the Director
General at the WIPO Coordination Committee in March
2020, was appointed as the next Director General. Mr. Tang
is to serve as the Director General of WIPO for six years
from October 1, 2020, as the successor to Dr. Francis Gurry,
who had held the post since 2008.

FEEMISOMERIC L DMK, EERS - ATHEE
NaDBNERE. REEFHOIO—-/NUEDNEATNS,
FHEEZCHS\WTHNENMRE - FRSNS I %
[CESTIRIUZETEEZRHAT IO, BEEICESTIE
AECEDREEHMADT=0. FBICEETHD. HEE
FEFT I, &3 - s ORI ERIE - BROE 4 S5,
FEEZ(CHIT DM ERE O - D) DEEZ
EHTWD,

R84 EEHIRE - EFH DA

HEADRE CHEBICDWTEHEICHEET 2155 OFEEZE
ALESE3z0. HRMPFFEEERE (WiP0) PREIFE
FFEBRADL TP ERE - EFROEAIBMICEHTL
50

1) R HMFREHERE (wiPo) NBEER S
WIPOMBE#R=E. WIPOZADOFTHEDEKE. BHBEE
OfFEss. BEFHHERKN - YRU v RBEETEE - N\—IHE
JaR—TREBEDORRKEERE. WIPOZKICED
BEEICDVWTOREBREZITOEETCHD. BERMESN
W3,

(i) SE60EWIPOMEEEHES (E585) (202058, B@EA=)

e 20203 BOWIPOBEZERICHVWTCRAEKERE
RITIEBINTES LY - I VK (Y Y AR—IVANTETE
B) ZRBEBERICER. BEKE2008FLDEHBR
EBOHIZTS VIR HUKRDEFEE LT, 2020510
B1HDS 6 FEEHERZHOHDIFTE.




(ii) Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO:
Sixty-First Series of Meetings
(September 2020, Switzerland and online)

e Discussions were held on various important items,

including response to the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic, reports on audit and oversight matters and on
the WIPO Program and Budget Committee, and the
convening of an Extraordinary Session of the General
Assembly in the future to consider the agenda items that
had not been dealt with at the session. On the first day of
the meetings, JPO Commissioner Kasutani provided a
General Statement™' on behalf of Japan through a video. In
the statement, he extended deepest appreciation for the
long years of contribution made by Director General Francis
Gurry, who was to retire from office in September 2020, and
indicated expectation of Japan for the realization of the
“Global IP Ecosystem”, which the next Director General
Daren Tang talked about in his acceptance speech. In
addition, Commissioner Kasutani expressed expectations
of Japan that WIPO will contribute to the international
community in terms of addressing global issues including
response to COVID-19, establishing an IP system that
responds to new emerging technologies, further enhancing
user convenience, and reinforcing IP infrastructure through
capacity building and the development of IT systems.

= = % 1

(ii) #61EWIPOMBERES

(2020598, RAARUVAYS (V)

e MIBOOFTUAIADEEIITT DG, BE - BEEI(C

B9 2FEPWIPOSEFEZESDIRE. SABET
FMOREONTZBEZINSBIFRSDIRESE. EBLD
BEFHEICDVTCER. saMH. BIEZRKRLTE
BARENETFBEICE D MBS 2170\, 20205
OBICRETZ IS VYR HUBKBEOINETO
BERMADEH Y. JL - ¥ URBAERBRI/METESR
THNE [FO="NVIPTOY2T L] OEBAOHEF
ZRANDD, FHIEIOIOFIANINOF L ESHI=
O—/NVERBEAOEB. FRMISHE U ehERME. 1—
YP—DNEUEDELDE L. AMBRCITY AT LDOE
eSO > TS DELICDNT. WIPO D EEH
RICEBY 2 Z ENDHEFERAE,
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Commissioner Kasutani’s General Statement
WIPORERE®ES

Text of Commissioner Kasutani's General Statement is available at
BARED—MWEROABRLE 55D SAFTHE,
s https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/wipo/document/wipo2020-09/general-statement.pdf

Video of the General Statement can be viewed at
—MBESDEE L 55D SREREE.
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/wipo/document/wipo2020-09/general-statement. mp4
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2) Framework of developed countries concerning
patent system harmonization (Group B+)

The Group B+, a framework of developed countries comprised

of the IP offices of 46 countries and 2 organizations*?, is

aimed at the direction to harmonize substantive patent law.

(i) Group B+ Plenary Meeting (September 2020, online)

¢ The main topics of grace period, conflicting applications,
prior use rights, and prior art toward patent harmonization
were discussed.

3) IP5 Meeting

The IP5 is a forum established in 2007 by the five IP Offices of
Japan, the U.S., Europe, China, and South Korea. The IP5
Offices cooperate broadly on issues such as harmonization of
patent laws and practices, mutual utilization of examination
results, enhancing the quality of patent examinations, and
improving patent information services.

(i) The 13th IP5 Heads Meeting (July 2020, online)**

¢ The IP5 Offices agreed to further strengthen the IP5
cooperation to meet the needs of patent system users even
in the post COVID-19 era.

e The offices agreed that they will prepare a roadmap for
advancing discussions on the scope of cooperation in two
aspects: the legal aspect, e.g., comparative study of
examination practices in new emerging technologies and Al
among the IP5 Offices and preparation of a collection of
examination case examples; and the IT-system aspect, e.g.,
information exchange on progress in the introduction of
these technologies to the services of the respective offices
and identification of best practices to solve common
challenges.

¢ The offices agreed to extend the period during which they
assess the ongoing pilot program of the collaborative
search and examination under the PCT by one year and to
conduct the assessment for two years until June 2022.

*2  WIPO Group B (developed countries) member *3 3
countries, EU member countries, European i
Patent Convention (EPC) member countries,
the European Patent Office (EPO), the
European Commission, and South Korea.
WIPO-B2)L—7 (5eE) X v /N—E.EU XV /\—E
FRMS EF 4 (EPC) # > /N —EL BRN45EF T (EPO).
MNEERRVEE

English
https://www.meti.go.jp/english/
press/2020/0722_002.html

BAEE
https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2020/
07/20200722005/20200722005.html

2) ST HIEEAFICRI T SR EEES (B+sa
B+&&IE. 46 M EDHFHFTRU2EEB THEHRESNDE
EEOHEATHD . FHEFOERANAE CORERFMICH T
EEmOABMERWVEZT ZEZEMELTVS,

(i) B+&8 (2020598, #v51Y)
o FIZIUL—RABUFAR, BEREFE Gramsk) . FEEE
ROGEITRMOBAICDOVNT, SIEFAMOSEMNZHR.

3) AF(PS)&&

AT (P5) =HEE. BRERAEDRMRTICE>T20074%
[CRIBSNTI-REATHD. FFNBICHITSHIEERSR
- BEEBROMEFR - BEEOEDE L - 1FF85HRT— £
2DBEZEDFBICDVT. BLEWVBHZETO>TLS,

(i) B13EATFRESS (2020%78. #v514v) *3

e RAMIOFBRICBEVTH, I—P—Z—XICIEZXD
N EFTOE#HEZREL TV Z LICER.

o FEAM - AIPBFICHITIATDOEERHEOLLERAELE
EERIEDERS E VS EBERBEER VR TEBRADZ
NSFEMOBRAKREEICET D IBRIIRPHET SFED
NANTSOT 4 ADHEEFEE VO ITY AT LAETD
BAOBHEICDVT, SERFOIODEEOD—RTY T%
ERR LTV Z EICHE,

e 2020F 7B oBBEINTVSPCTHEAERIT IO
I3 LOFEDOHEZ 1 FLER L. 2022F6BFTET

BT EICEE.


https://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2020/0722_002.html
https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2020/07/20200722005/20200722005.html

- gy
from top left to right, President Campinos (EPO),
Commissioner Kasutani and Deputy Commissioner
Iwasaki (JPO), Under Secretary lancu (USPTO);
from bottom left to right, Director General Gurry (WIPO),
Commissioner Shen (CNIPA), Commissioner Park
(KIPO)
EREDSHVE—/ZEPO RE.BARERUEIRISIFRE.
147VJUSPTORE.
TERENSHUWIPOEHER.HCNIPABR. /WU KIPOFR
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4) ID5 Meeting

The ID5 is a framework established in 2015 to promote
international cooperation in the field of industrial designs
among five IP Offices, responsible for industrial designs, of
Japan, the U.S,, Europe, China, and South Korea, who
collectively handle over 80% of the world's design applications.

(i) The 6th ID5 Annual Meeting (October 2020, online)

The meeting was held online with the USPTO serving as the
host. The offices achieved the following outcomes that might
lead to strengthening international cooperation for the
protection of designs; harmonizing design systems and
practices globally; and improving convenience. The outcomes
of the meeting are published on the ID5 website**.

a. As an achievement of the “Study of Priority Document
Exchange by ID5 Offices,” the EUIPO participated in the
Digital Access Service (DAS) system of the WIPO in
September 2020. Thanks to this, exchanging priority
documents electronically in the field of designs was
achieved at all of the ID5 Offices. This has improved the
user-friendliness in terms of submitting priority documents.

b. In discussions on the “Study on the Admissibility of Internet
Information as Legitimate Disclosure for Novelty
Examinations,” which is a project co-led by the JPO and the
CNIPA to conduct a comparative study on the ID5 Offices,
the offices agreed to start work on preparing “Recommended
Practices of ID5 Offices for the Admissibility of Internet
Information,” which is planned to be completed in 2021.

c. The ID5 Offices adopted five new cooperative projects
which will contribute to achieving international
harmonization of design systems and improving
convenience.

<New Projects >

e Exchange on New Technology
The ID5 Offices share information on the use of new
technologies, such as artificial intelligence and
blockchains, in their services and exchange information on
design examination related to emerging technologies, such
as graphical user interfaces (GUIs).

e Deferment of Publication
The ID5 Offices collect and sort out information on their
practices of deferment of publication of designs based on
laws, regulations, and examination guidelines, etc., and
conduct a comparative study.

4 [@ad:[=] English
- http://id-five.org/

4) EEAT (D5 &8

BEAF (D5 & HARAOBEZSHRHEDSSILI EZED
RS BARRRAEOHMBIT Y. BREATICSITDEENAERH
EHET SOIC. 201 5ECRIRSNIZHEA TH D,

(i) E6EIDSHFERET (2020108, FY51V)
USPTODRANICEDAY SA Y THRESNIZSIREET
d. BEREICETSERIH DM IFRNEHIEERDE
R, I—Y—DHEEOEEICHDENDES. LUTD
BMRZER. HH. SRIEORRF. IDSDT T THA K+
TR TWVS,

a. [BRAESHEOBEFNZMICETIME] 7OV I0D
BEE LT, 2020F9BICEUIPODWIPO M DAS =
DHN - PUERH—ER) T8, CNICKD. IDSEFT
TERENHICSIT2BAESHOEFNIZMAERL.
B E2EOREICE T 31—V —OF@EE I E L,

b. BEREHZFFNCNIPAE EBHICU—RT B, AFOLE
FEMRETSIOITINTHD. [FEMEEICHST
DAVEY =Ry NBHROERECET BHME] TIE
2021 FICERTFED [ V5 —% v SEROIIIEIZES
T BIDSHBRE] OERICHITZEEDRKRERFE
TER.

c. EERIEOEBNAHACHEEDOE LICET S, 500D
H=AmHBATOY o S EFR,

(=7OI I k*°)

o FIRITICEE T BIBETRITIE
EBTOERICBITDAIPTOYIF T —VEOHFAM
OFABICDVTOBREB. KU, GUI 095710 -
A-¥-1v971—2) EOHPMOREREICETIIE
X .

o BEDRFRDIERICEIT DT
AFICEITREEOAKRDERICET IEHTROEER
BAZICEDKEBREROIBRZINEG - BEL. R
5= £,


http://id-five.org/

* Joint Communication Action e YaA Vb -AZaZH—I3v-Po¥3ayv
The ID5 Offices exchange information on communication EFEEROI—Y—EOBEOIIa - r—Y g Vs
and implement actions based thereon with the aim of B EEEMNELT. EBFEATS -5 —aY
reinforcing communication with the ID5 partners and with

([CB 9 SIBEHRIIMPZNICE D P Iy a v EE.
* IDSOSEBFOLED—

users.
e D55 Year Review

The ID5 Offices investigate their law revisions and practice AFIEHEVT, BESFOBISIT o TANEPEROD
changes over the past five years, and summarize and ZELEEFHEL, FFH. 1—F—DH50=—XIC
clarify the fields in which they have responded to user ISR CET1=DE - EEMNAREICDOVTEN L. B
needs as well as the international issues they have 1t.

addressed.

, s BEDRENBICEIT IME
e A Study of Term of Protection X
The ID5 Offices collect and sort out information on laws AT ICB5TSREDREREICET SEDRUEMNNS
and regulations on the term of protection of designs by the BSOEROBRZNE - BEL. LRAFZ X,

offices and their practices concerning renewal of the term,
etc., and conduct a comparative study.

2020 ID5S ANNUAL MEETING

ID5 Annual Meeting (center: Director-General Taniyama (JPO))
ID5SEREEOHT (PR BUBEEE—HE)

B4R
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
_-" id5/document/index/
project-overview.pdf
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5) TM5 Meeting

The TM5 is a framework established in 2011 to promote
international cooperation in the field of trademarks by the IP
offices of Japan, the U.S., Europe, China, and South Korea.

(i) The 2020 TM5 Mid Term Meeting (August 2020, online)

¢ \Written reports were given on the progress status of the “Bad
Faith Trademarks Project,’ the “Image Search Project,” and
the “User Association Involvement Project” led by the JPO.

(ii) The 9th TM5 Annual Meeting (October 2020, online)

The TM5 Offices shared information on their latest situations,

and actively discussed the state of progress, including

outcomes, of 15 cooperative projects and how the projects
should proceed in the future. They agreed as following with
regard to the projects led by the JPO:

e Under the "Bad Faith Trademark Project,' the TM5 Offices
will update the report on "Laws and Examination Guidelines/
Practices of the TM5 Offices against Bad-Faith Trademark
Filings" and create manga for awareness-raising purposes,
and publish them on the TM5 website as soon as they are
completed. They will also invite other IP offices to
participate in this project and to become involved in various
initiatives, including the holding of "Seminars on Bad-faith
Trademark Filings."

e Under the "User Association Involvement Project,’ the TM5
Offices will hold the 5th Joint Workshop on "Tips for
avoiding refusals by each office" at the 2027 INTA Annual
Meeting.

e Under the "Image Search Project," the TM5 Offices will focus
on such themes as the use of latest technologies in the
examination system and teleworking in their future
information exchanges, and will hold an Experts Meeting in
2021.

5) GiEAT (TM5) &8

BIRAT (TM5) S8 (&, BRERARBEOHBTH. BIESES
CHIT2ERNAEBHERET 212012, 2011 FICAIRS
NIHBHTH B

(i) 2020F TM5HEES (2020%8A. #Y51Y)

o HAERHFAU—RT3 [BROBEZE7OVI U NIA
A=Y —FTIOVIINA-Y—SETOITI ]
DOESKR =S

(ii) BIETMS5ERET (2020108, Fv51V)

BT ORMRROHEBY. 150HBHTOITIMIDNT,

BRZZCEBRRERVSEBOED S EEICET SSERLEE

SHEERME. HAERFTOY—-RT37O0I I MTDVT

UFoEBDER,

e [BEEOBIZIOYI I N TlE. [BEROBIZEEEDFIE
BRESHREE] OFHREUBEEBICETMERLEEYY
HzE, TRRBTME DT THA MIHVWTRAKRT B, F
=« TMSBISNORBIFZZ 07OV T ~ICESMEE,
[BEOBEHECET I I —] OfER S SEEE
NDBESZEENMNT B,

o [I—Y—sE IOV U] Tl E5EI3 1
D—2023v 72021 FEDINTAFEREZICEWNT, [H
FRRFICHIT DR T DOEMIBROERSE] 27—V ELT
FfES 2.

o [AA=IH—FTOITIN] TlE SEDIBRIZIED
F—X%&, BEYATLICHIIIRHEMOER. FL
D=0 EEL, 2021 FICEMRZEZHRET D,



from top left to right, Under Secretary lancu (USPTO), Commissioner Gooder (USPTO), Inspector Yao (CNIPA), Director
Takano (JPO), Director-General Nishigaki (JPO); from bottom left to right, Director-General Moon (KIPO), Executive
Director Archambeau (EUIPO), Director General Tang (WIPO) (as an observer).

EBEDS. AFVIUSPTORE. J—49—USPTOBERER. ¥ 7 CNIPABIER—RURE. SHEIEER. DIEREEHIR,
TEBREHLS.LVKIPOBE -BEFERBR. 7—Y+YRVEUIPORE. YV WIPOEHEBEER (7Y —/\&m)
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6) Meetings with China and South Korea
Meetings among the heads of the JPO, the CNIPA, and the
KIPO have been held repeatedly, since 1994 between Japan
and China, since 1983 between Japan and South Korea, and
since 2001 among Japan, China, and South Korea, to
cooperate with each other in the fields of patents, designs,
and trademarks, etc.

In 2020, the 20th TRIPO Heads Meeting among the JPO, the
CNIPA and the KIPQ, the 27th Heads Meeting between the
JPO and the CNIPA, and the 8th TRIPO User Symposium were
held online at the same time in December.

At the TRIPO Heads Meeting and the Heads Meeting between
the JPO and the CNIPA, the offices confirmed the details of
cooperation made in fields including patent, design, trademark,
automation, appeal/trial, and human resource development
during 2020 and agreed to continue and reinforce the
cooperation in the future. Meanwhile, the TRIPO User
Symposium was held in the form of online streaming for the
first time, under the theme "Latest changes and developments
in IP regulation in TRIPO."

7) Meetings with Taiwan

Between Japan and Taiwan, the Japan-Taiwan Economic and
Trade Conference has been co-hosted by the Japan-Taiwan
Exchange Association and the Taiwan Japan Relations
Association since 1976, where issues such as IP right
protection have also been discussed.

Based on an agreement made at the Japan-Taiwan Economic
and Trade Conference, information on the latest measures
and examination practices in Japan and Taiwan has been
exchanged with the aim of increasing the mutual
understanding of and further improving the Japanese and
Taiwanese IP systems and practices under the framework of
the host associations with the cooperation of examiners and
administrative judges of the JPO and the Taiwan Intellectual
Property Office (TIPO) in the fields of patent, design,
trademark, and appeal/trial.

(i) The 44th Japan-Taiwan Economic and Trade Conference
(October 2019, Japan)

¢ The two host associations signed a memorandum to fully
implement the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) program,
and confirmed that they will continue and reinforce
cooperation in the fields of patent, design, trademark, and
appeal/trial.

6) HE-BELDET

HATIE 1994 FELRE, HEETIE 1983 FLURE. BHETE
2001 DI, RESEGZMEL CHREL. 5 BE. &
ENBETOBRHEERL TS,

20205 (F. 12BICE 20 BEHRERITREERS. £27
EHASFTRESARVESOHFREFETTY VRI T L
TENZNEREICA VS 4 Y THIE.

Hgg - BHSFTRESA TR, HEh BE. B2 B
b, BH. AMBRZFOZNBOBAICDONT, XFOEHE
NE ESEOBD DS - S8t =R, /o, BHARRSETT
IVRYYLIF, [BHRERICHIT BB EESOSHMEGE]
H#T—XEL. DA VSA VAN —Z VIR THRIE.

7) RELDER

HEBTE. BAAEIRBSAEEABRBENEET
SHEBESRESEN 1976 FH SRESNTED. MR
EEOREZ DOV THMBENICHEINMTONT VS,
W5 DO EFIE - BROHEEEFRCE L IWNEICE T,
LESREESFTOAREICEDS, MHa0HEADTT
B BE. BE. BHOESBICEVWTRHDEEE - &
HEMMBAL. BENSDRMOMERPES - FHEHKICD
WTIBHRZZT > TL\ B,

(i) SB44ACBRESEFESE (20195108, BF)

s MHEETHIEFE/\1 DT (PPH) FIZERIEICET S
BEZMEIT DL BT, FF. BE. BiE. FHOED
FICHIF DB DOHS: - 58t ZHEER,



8) Initiatives for IP Protection Through
Economic Partnership Agreements
Japan has actively concluded economic partnership
agreements (EPAs), mainly with Asian countries, with the aim
of strengthening wide-ranging economic relations. IP is
included in the areas of negotiations, as part of the efforts for
developing an environment that contributes to trade and
investment expansion. In IP related negotiations, Japan seeks
adequate, effective and balanced IP protection that exceeds
the level of the TRIPS Agreement, as well as efficient and
transparent practices and sufficient and effective
enforcement. In addition, Japan carries out initiatives that
require counterpart countries to implement enacted EPAs
appropriately and thoroughly.

(i) Agreement between the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and Japan for a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership

The Agreement between the United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland and Japan for a Comprehensive

Economic Partnership (Japan-UK EPA) provides for a new

framework of trade and investment with the UK after its

withdrawal from the EU, in place of the Agreement between
the European Union and Japan for an Economic Partnership

(Japan-EU EPA). The agreement was signed on October 23,

2020, and became effective on January 1, 2021. While Japan

and the UK both already have high-level IP protection systems,

the intellectual property chapter of the agreement not only
has the same provisions as those of the Japan-EU EPA, but
also introduces provisions that exceed the level of the

Japan-EU EPA in order to protect and promote the use of

intellectual property even more effectively.

The main industrial property-related provisions of the

Japan-UK EPA that exceed the level of the Japan-EU EPA are

as follows:

e FEach party shall provide that its competent authority has
the authority to refuse an application or cancel a
registration where the application to register the trademark
was made in bad faith*® (including the case of protection of
a trademark well-known in a foreign country™”).

e "Exporting” was added to third parties' acts that may be
prevented based on the exclusive rights conferred by a patent
and "offering for sale" was added to such acts with regard
to the exclusive rights conferred by a protected design.

*6  For example, in the case where a trademark of a famous Japanese brand

is not registered in another country, an application to register the trademark

in that country filed by an unrelated third party for unfair purposes.

BIRIZ.BEDERT S Y ROBEIMIETRER TH IHIC EBEREBE=EIFRER

NTZOEICTHRERL LS LT DHM.

8) EiF S ZiE U= EREDRE
BOEF. BAVRERGRO®R(ZBIELT. PYPEEEZ
FRIDICRBEERE (EPA) OFBEZEBRICIT>TED.
B5 - HEIKICET SRERBHBO—IRE L THMMEICD
WTHERNTFICSHTVD, FHNIESE TOIFITHEL
Tlx. TRIPSHEICHESINDREKEEZ LOS+5H. MW
KD DONS Y ZAOBNTZHNEREZBIET & &I,
EMHDDOBPEMDOHBER. R TRHDOMRNEITY
T —AAVEOBREZBELTWS, Fiz. EWED
EPAICDWVWT., MFEICHY L TEYINDEEREITEZRD
BEHEHITOTLS,

(i) BxRTENHEFEISHE

HRESIENREEEHE (BHEPA) (&, EUBERRZRDXRE & D,

HEUREEERE (BEU-EPA) [CRDODHTZHES - BE

DA ZEREST DEPATH D, 2020F10B23HICE

Zan, 2021FE1BTHICE MLz, BHEWNSEBEICS

WUV OMNETEREFIEZBLTVWSEZ S, KIBED

HNMEZCSWTE. BHEU - EPAOREZN—Z LD

D, BIZMRNICHNMEZREL. MBDREZR DN,

HEU - EPAZ EEZEEZEA LT,

HEU - EPA%Z LB EEMEENBFOEEREEUATD &

B0,

o BETIDONIHEIEHFEZIEHR - ZIRECET S1ER%
LBICEX B EERE GERNEEOREESE™),

o B DHHEVERINAD [HiE]. BEEDOHMIENAD [8R
FEDEAE] DEN.

*7 It was stipulated that an application to register a trademark, which is

identical or similar to another person's trademark well-known in either
Party or in a third country, is also refused or its registration is canceled if it
is determined to have been made in bad faith.
fhEDSHEFHMEEREE—RBEUNOHEHES . BROBREEME YIRS NIZISEI1C
& $EiE - ERECHS NS Z & EREb,
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e The term of protection available for industrial designs was
extended (extended from "20 years" under the Japan-EU
EPA to "25 years from the date on which the application
was made").

e The system of filing a collective application for multiple
designs*® was introduced.

e Criminal penalties were obligated for the use of a label or
packaging that infringes a trademark.

¢ Provisions were introduced on enforcement against
infringement of IP rights in the digital environment.*°

(ii) Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement

The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

Agreement is an economic partnership agreement in which a

total of 15 countries (10 ASEAN countries, Japan, China,

South Korea, Australia, and New Zealand) participate. The

agreement was signed on November 15, 2020. India had not

participated in the negotiation since November 2019, and
although it was urged to return to the negotiation, it did not
participate in the signing in 2020. The agreement covers areas
accounting for approximately 30% of the world's GDP total
trade amount, and population, and approximately 50% of

Japan's total trade amount. The intellectual property chapter

of this agreement provides for protection that exceeds the

level of the TRIPS Agreement with regard to acquisition and
enforcement of IP rights.

The main industrial property-related provisions of the RCEP

Agreement are as follows:

e Each party is to provide that its competent authority has the
authority to refuse an application or cancel a registration
where the application to register the trademark was made
in bad faith in accordance with its laws and regulations.

e No party is to require, as a condition for determining that a
trademark is a well-known trademark, that the trademark
has been registered in that party or in another jurisdiction.

e Sound trademarks are to be made subject to protection.*10

e Each party is to provide a system for electronic application
for processing, registering, and maintenance of trademarks
and a publicly accessible online electronic database of
trademark applications and registrations.*®

e Each party is to ensure procedures with respect to import
shipments under which its competent authorities may
suspend the release of suspected counterfeit trademark
goods, etc. by ex officio action.

*8 A system which allows for two or more designs to be registered through

the filing of one application. This provision provides a transition period for
the introduction of the system, and the system of collective application for

multiple designs is to become effective in Japan on April 1,2021.

—DREICL>TULOREDERLRZRD SHE. L5 FHREICFFAZTOH
FHELIROSNTEO HHIEICSV T EHEE—EHRFHEIX2021F481H

AT FRE,

s BEREECHEHRHBEOLER (HEU - EPADEETSHS 204
5 [HEANS 25%] NEE).

o BHEE—IELREIE S DEA,

o BIZEERETISNI - BEDFERSICHIT IFES
DEH.

o FIUHNRBICHTINNPEEDEEICH T SERT
EICDVTIRE%

(i) MUY 4 BB FEISRE
) 4 SIERVAREE (RCEP) HEIE. ASEANTOHDE.
HA, #E, 8. 7 —ASUPROIZ1—-—I—-5 VRO
EH15HAEDSINT SRFELEFETHO. 2020118
15HICEE., 2019F 11 BUBERZSICSML TLEWNA Y
RIZDWTIE, BREEENIT=N2020FEDEZICASM
EHoTz, ABEF. HROGDP. BSRELFADDH
30%. HEHAEDBSMEDDS 5 50% % Lo Db DRRF
HERETHD. AHBEOMNPEEICS WV TIE. WRE
EOBREPITEAEICEL, TRIPSHEZ LESRESEZE
HELTWS,
RCEPHRREICHITDEXMEEDBHOELMEIFIUTDE
HD,
s BEEDZESICHV., BETITONEEHEZIEE - &
REUE T SHERZLBIC5 XD,
BHBETHIERETIEOOREL LT, BEXIE
HETBIZEERSINTVD Z EEDEREEIL,
o BREEFREONRET D0,
BIZDILIE « BiR - OO DBETFHNEHEY AT I
ROBIEDOHEE - BIRICEIIRICFILZRATELA VS
AV DEFT—IN— 2= ZHmHEDRET D%
s FEBEEREFICTL T, #ERDHDHUBSHIRIETHEA
EZELIEHTESFHaHRT Do

*9 It was provided that copyright infringement on internet websites and

trademark infringement through e-commerce platforms and social media
are to be made subject to civil and criminal enforcement procedures.
AVE—RY I I TYA S ETOEFEREC.EFBNEI TSy b T3 —LvY—
VP IAT 4 PEBLBEEDEE . RELRUAEZE LOEFTEFHRONRE T
BIEERELT,



(iii) EPAs under Negotiation

Japan is engaged in the negotiations for a
Japan-China-Republic of Korea Free Trade Agreement (FTA),
Japan-Turkey EPA, etc. Among them, the Japan-China-Republic
of Korea FTA is an FTA with Japan's major trading partners,
China and South Korea. The GDP and the trade amounts of
the three countries combined account for approximately 20%
of the world's total and approximately 70% of Asia's total. The
three countries will continue negotiations toward the
conclusion of a comprehensive, high-level and mutually
beneficial agreement, in order to give the FTA an added value
that exceeds that of the RCEP.

*10 However, transition periods are provided for
some parties to implement this provision.
122 U — BB OFHIE IS [ZAFRE BT E TORTFHIR
NEBHENTND,

(iii) 3ZBHRDEPA

BOEE. HREFTA. BRVIOEPAZOR S ZIToTW
5, INSOSEHPEFTAR. BPEICE>TEELE
SHEFETCHSPERVEEEZHEFELISFTATHO. 3
PEDOGCDPRUESHEE. HRAEMEDN20%. PIFD
W70%ZzhEHd. S%. RCEPZ LRSS INMEZNESY
N, BIEmE. 2EN. SKEDDERRIEIRHE DHFHEIC
B TR %M T S FE.
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Support for Improvement of IP Systems

in Emerging and Developing Countries

Companies from around the world regard emerging countries
such as ASEAN countries and India as promising locations for
their business development. In these emerging countries,
there is a pressing need to improve and strengthen IP
systems from the perspective of developing the investment
environment.

1) ASEAN

The JPO is cooperating with the ASEAN IP offices, not only
through bilateral support based on their respective needs, but
also through multilateral platform such as the ASEAN-Japan
Heads of IP Offices Meeting.

(i) ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting
(July and September 2020, online), etc.

e The Tenth ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting was
held in July 2020, and the offices formulated the "FY2020
ASEAN-Japan IP Rights Action Plan." As part of this plan,
they agreed that, in addition to their conventional
cooperation, they will inaugurate an ASEAN-Japan Patent
Experts Meeting which will serve as an opportunity to hold
technical discussions on the development of patent
examination guidelines in the field of emerging technologies
and on patent translation issues. Moreover, the Special
Session of the Tenth ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices
Meeting was held in September 2020, where the participants
shared information on the current status of patent
examination practices of Al-related inventions at IP offices
of ASEAN Member States. In October 2020, the First
ASEAN-Japan Patent Experts Meeting was held, and the
JPO shared with other participants its knowledge
concerning patent examination practices of Al-related
inventions and issues involved in the translation of
documents for patent applications.

FHEE & LEICHIID
M ERIEEROSIE

ASEANZEEY -~ REOHEEF. SEEENSHEREMN
FELTHRERESNTVD, CNSHEREICHSVTIE., &/E
REOREHFEZOHERN DS, MNEFEORE - 825
EHEDTLVB,

1) ASEAN

HAERHFTE. ZN2NOEOZ—XIZEDW=N1 DX
ErIITHEL. HASEANBHTRESESHEINFDIEZE
SEF LT, ASEANEEE DM ET & DB ANZEEDH T D,

(i) BASEANHEFFRESS (202067898, #v54V)%

e 2020F7BICE10EIHASEANSSFTRESSZ5EL.
[BASEANXII P 0> 3> 75> 2020-2021] %ZERE.
ZNICED, TNETEBEROBAICMR. FlnBiin e
[CHIFDFHBEEEDEMPREFHREICS T BEERDM
BICHOLT 220 DEMMNLERZITOHBELTH
ASEANBSHFEMREEZHICIAIB LT EICEE.
MR T, 2020FE9BICE 10EIHASEANEFTRES
A=EZEL. ASEANZEICHITDAIBEEXRBDOE
EXFBICEBITIRRZHE, 2020F10BIC1E £1E
HASEANSHFEMRSGZREL. BRERHTH S,
AlBERAOEERBE PFFHEICH T DEROMEIC
By 3METHA,

The 10th ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting
£ 10EIHASEANEFTRESS



(i) NALARWIZFEDIEE
e 20208 BN 9RICHIFIT. I KMNBIER BE. 8

(ii) High Level Interactions
¢ From August to September 2020, the JPO (Commissioner,

Deputy Commissioner) held bilateral meetings online with
each of the Department of Intellectual Property (DIP) of
Thailand (Director General, Deputy Director General), the
Intellectual Property Office of Viet Nam (IP Viet Nam)
(Director General, Deputy Director General), the Intellectual
Property Office of Singapore (IPOS) (Chief Executive),
Ministry of Commerce (MOC) of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar (Deputy Minister, Director General, Deputy

BE). NbF LMNMET (B, BEE). Y HR—IVA
NEET (E8). S+ YV —EEE EXE. BE. 8BR).
ROA Y RRIPHNMERS @BE. 8758 & HR
EREFT (BB B7ER) &H ENenNZEB0F VS
1 V=% Eh.

2020F 10BICZ v+ v Y — 5N EB I —B £ 2 A,
F—TZVIJELEZ—-ICHVT, S+ UV—BEARK

Director General), and the Directorate General of Intellectual
Property (DGIP) of Indonesia (Director General, Director of
Patent).

¢ In October 2020, the IP Office of Myanmar partially opened
(soft opening). At the soft opening ceremony, Union
Minister for Commerce of Myanmar, the Union Minister for
Education of Myanmar, and Assistant Director General of
WIPQ, as well as the Deputy Commissioner of the JPO
delivered a congratulatory address.

B. Sy YV—HEEKRE. WIPOEHEBRADMH. B
RENFEF ST REE DR & I Tz,

(iii) EFIROFZEBEAERT A\ DiE
e 2020F(F. 1 VYRRV T, v YN —ICEMRZIREL.
HA LY—=DDF VTV Y REZIEZ M.
o Ffz, 2020FGE. AV RRYP IL—Y T, ZHY
J—. Ta4UEY, 4. R LORMNETEE (S5
(iii) Dispatching JPO Experts to ASEAN IP Offices L. 555F - BIZOEERBFECEIIMELPEIF—%X
e |n 2020, the JPO dispatched experts to Indonesia and i
Myanmar, to continually provide timely and on-demand
support.
e |n addition, in 2020, the JPO conducted training and held
seminars concerning patent and trademark examination
practices, etc. for IP office personnel of Indonesia, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam.
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2) India

Through a deepening of cooperative relations in the field of IR,
such as in the implementation of the Japan-India Patent
Prosecution Highway (PPH), the JPO is supporting the
expansion of investments and business by Japanese

2)1 VR

HAESHT IS, HEESHFER/N\1 D T (BAOPPH) &,
M ENFICH T DB NBEROBMEEBL T, HEMSE
LTEESNS A Y EAOHEDNELEDRE - EIRAEFRH
EZRELTV\S, BEMOEHOEVWSEEEEA Y S VIC
TXEM,

companies in India, which is attracting attention as an
emerging market. The following meetings with no indication
of the venue were conducted online.

94

The JPO Commissioner and the Secretary of the
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) of the Indian Ministry of Commerce and Industry
held high-level talks to exchange opinions (January 2020,
New Delhi).

The JPO held multiple working-level meetings with the
Office of the Controller General of Patents, Designs & Trade
Marks (CGPDTM) of India and the DPIIT to discuss
cooperation, including the Japan-India PPH (June to
November 2020).

The JPO Deputy Commissioner delivered a keynote speech
at a seminar hosted by the Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII) (July 2020).

The Tst Japan-India IT Experts Meeting was held, and the
participants shared information and experience about
information systems of IP offices (August 2020).

The JPO Commissioner and the Controller General of
Patents, Designs and Trademarks (CGPDTM) of India held a
bilateral meeting. They exchanged opinions on the
cooperative relations between the two offices, including
implementation of the PPH and examiner exchange
program (September 2020).

The Japan-India examiner exchange program (biotechnology,
chemistry, electricity, and machinery) was implemented
(October 2020).

The 2nd Japan-India IT Experts Meeting was held, and the
participants exchanged information on teleworking
(December 2020).

Requests for the 2nd year under the Japan-India PPH Pilot
Program started to be accepted (December 2020).

HAERHFTEE SV REIEAEXENERGRERR
BENAULRINTORREIZIREZERM (20200818, Z2—7F
=)o

HEIPPHEODO®BAICEL. 1 Y REEHFEEBZRERV
1Y P IEEXENDEIBER L EBE LNV TORE
ZEHOERM (202066B8~118).

AV RIEER (C) TEOEZIF—IZHVT. BHEERE
TR RN ESREEZEM (202067A8).
E—OHMITEMR=EZHEL. MPTOBRY T
LICEIT BIBHMOREEBREZHSE (2020%588),
HAERHFTEE S VYV REIREEEZRERE & DM
TNA =3 ZEM. PPHYPEAEHRZSOETHICSIT
BB NBRICDOVTERIEZEN (2020F98).
HENEEERE N4, % ES. @) ZEM (20204
108).

S_OHMITEMRzGZHEL. TLT7—JICETD
REXIWEEN (20205128).

SE”HIRFDPPH OREEZMZRMA (2020F128),

Japan-India bilateral meeting (Mr. Gupta,
former Controller General of the CGPDTM)

BEINASROKF (Y TFRI( VY REIREBIFRERE)



3) Middle East

The JPO is building close cooperative relationships with the
countries of the Middle East by strengthening support
provided through the regional IP office (Patent Office of the
Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf) as well as
establishing bilateral ties, etc. Major initiatives conducted
from December 2019 to December 2020 are as follows:

e JPO officials visited the Ministry of Economy of the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) and widely discussed the two IP
offices' future cooperation, including cooperation in
examination operations and human resource development
(December 2019, UAE).

e Based on an MOC concluded with the Saudi Authority for
Intellectual Property (SAIP), the JPO's international training
instructor provided training for SAIP's patent examiners
(November 2020, online).

3) R

HARERSTIIFRERZEEE OB T, ZEEZIITEL. L
Y5557 (Bt HEES (GCC : Cooperation Council for the Arab
States of the Gulf) %% FF) ZBUICZEZELTIHE, B
BEHHBRZREVNTVS, 2019F 128152020512
BOBTOELEBHEFMUTDOESD,

s PSTUEREEN (UAE) BBEZHBL. BEEBRL.
AMBRZESCHMMTOSEOBNICTDOVWTILL &R
(20194128, UAE).

s YOUIPSEFPMNMERS (SAIP) EDETHHELT
MOCICEDE. SAIPORHFBEEEZWURIC. EEME
IBEHEICLDMMEZEN (2020118, #Y51),
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4) Africa

As well as providing support through the regional IP office
(African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPQ))
and the African Intellectual Property Organization
(Organisation Africaine de la Propriete Intellectuelle (OAPI)),
the JPO is also building bilateral cooperative relationships
with African countries.

e In order to support African startups from the IP aspect, the
JPO co-hosted "Seminar on IP Support to Startups in Africa
and One-on-One meetings" with the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO) and JETRO, by bringing
together the representatives of governmental organizations
and startups in Africa (February 2020, Japan).

e The JPO Commissioner sent a video message to ARIPO's
Administrative Council session held in Zimbabwe, and
announced that the JPO will continue to make IP-related
cooperation necessary for Africa's autonomous and
sustainable growth (November 2020, Zimbabwe, online).

e The JPO Commissioner sent a video message to OAPI's
Administrative Council session held in Togo, and announced
that the JPO will continue to make IP-related cooperation
necessary for Africa's autonomous and sustainable growth
(December 2020, Togo, online).

Participants of the Seminar on IP Support to Startups
in Africa and One-on-One meetings

FPIVHARG—PyTHHRELZFT—SMESOEESE

4)7IVA
HAEREFTIET 7V HEEEE OB T, LSRR ERES (7
Z VDR EHBE (ARIPO : African Regional Intellectual
Property Organization) ¥ 7 7 U AR EHRES (0API:
Organisation Africaine de la Propriete Intellectuelle) ) ZiB U7z
XEEFITOSRITELS, ZEETOHNOBERERVN TV S,

e PIUNDAY—bFPy TP TEHIET SO, 77
UNDOBFHEL RS — TP v IEBE [PT7UHR
-7 v TR ECZF— - ERERE] 2 HFAN
FrAMEMES (WIPO) » ¥ T O & HICRIE (2020428, BA).

e IUNTITHESNIZZ TV ALK R EH#ES
(ARIPO) HIITHERICHFTRENET A AvE—I%
ED. PTYUADOBEIN - FHHEHNAEICBDEEIFTDE T
DB HZEMET D & 2R (20208118, IVYNTI 4

RO

o N—OTHESNIZF T HFBIEIEKES (0AP) #1TETE

FRICRIHTEELNSET A XA vE—I%FXD, PTUAN
DBEIIM « FHEMREICHELNSE CORBOZ Mt
BT EERB (2020F 128, =2, FYS1Y),



5) Central and South America

The JPO has developed close cooperative relations with
Central and South American countries by, for example,
reinforcing multilateral support through WIPQ. It has also
deepened cooperative ties with the respective countries by
repeatedly holding high-level bilateral talks and cooperating in
human resource development and examination.

¢ In ajoint training program for patent examiners in Central
and South American region hosted by WIPQO, the JPQO's
international training instructor, etc. provided lectures
(September 2020).

(i) Brazil

¢ Officers of the National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI)
of Brazil visited Japan and held a Brazil IP Seminar
introducing an outline of Brazil's IP system (January 2020,
Japan).

e The JPO Commissioner sent a video message to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of INPI's establishment
(November 2020).

(ii) Mexico

¢ The Director-General of the JPO's Patent Examination
Department (Electronic Technology) and the Director-
General of the Mexican Institute of Industrial Property (IMPI)
held high-level talks and exchanged opinions (January
2020, Mexico City).

(iii) Chile

¢ The Director-General of the JPO's Patent Examination
Department (Electronic Technology) and the National
Director of the National Institute of Industrial Property
(Instituto Nacional de Propiedad industrial (INAPI)) of Chile
held high-level talks and exchanged opinions (January
2020, Santiago).

e The JPO Commissioner and the National Director of INAPI
held bilateral talks and exchanged opinions on the two IP
offices' initiatives, including support for SMEs (October
2020, online).

(iv) Peru

e The JPO Commissioner and the President of the National
Institute for the Defense of Competition and the Protection
of Intellectual Property (INDECOPI) held bilateral talks and
exchanged opinions on the cooperative relations between
the two IP offices, including a request for the holding of
lectures on patent examination and trademark examination
(October 2020, online).

5) AR
HAESHFTIIPEAEE OB T, WIPOZBELTZY L
FTCOXREZBILT DHEE, BEAHIBERERZRNTVLS,
oo ENZNOEE BNA LNV TONA =32 RRT S
EEBIT. AMBRPEERHZMGENICEREL. HHBER
EROTND,

e WIPONDEET 3AEmXMFEADIFTFEETE@ITHE ~
L—=—v207005ALICENT., BAREEITOEBHHE
IBEHESENERZTERE (2020598),

(i) ZF5IW

o JSIUNEEMEFREMNRBL. TSI IINOMNEE
FIEBEEBN I DI IS IINMNBELI S —%F#E
(20201 8. B&),

o ISVNEEMETHRISOBEICEL. BAERHTE
BLOETFTFAvE—I%EMT (2020€118).

(ii) XA¥>O
s HAERHTEEFITEEAT Y IEEMETEES
NA LRIV TOERZIRZFNE(2020F1B. AFYAYT 1),

i) FVY

s HAEBHTEEENMRETFTVEXMETEE E/\ 1
LN TORRRIRZERM (2020818, Y747

s HAERIFTRELFVEEMETEELOBTNASR
HEE. PNREICHT ILZBEZEO@ETEOIREIC DL
TRERIMZERM (2020F108. #V51),

(iv) RI—

s HAERHTEE ENRIN—EXRHS: - MNP ERETE
BLOE TN\ Sk ZE. FAFERUEEERICET
SEEBZDREGELE CHTEORBABRICDOVTERIR
ZENE (2020F108. Y51 V)o
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6) Sending Experts to and Providing Training
for Emerging and Developing Countries

The JPO has been sending experts and providing training in

order to improve and strengthen the IP systems in emerging

and developing countries.

e In 2020, the JPO sent its officials to hold workshops for
government officials on utilizing the international
application system and IT. It also sent experts on a long-
term and on-going basis to Indonesia and Myanmar.

¢ In 2020, the JPO conducted 18 training courses for
IP-related personnel (such as government officials,
including examiners and IP-related personnel from private
companies and universities) from various countries (mainly
the Asia-Pacific region, Central and South America, and
Africa). The JPO conducted training on a variety of topics,
such as examination practices, the international application
system, IT system, raising public awareness, and
Academia-Industry Collaboration, and introduced Japanese
practices. The trainees exchanged views on various IP
issues.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the JPO conducted the
training in and after September 2020 online for the first time
(13 online training courses in total).

6) #ifE-Z LE L DEICHITSD
FRIFRE - HER RS

BAEREFTE. EE - & EEICSIT S MPMEFIEORE

fif - SBEDTd. BFIROREPHHEDRMSEEML TL)

Do

e 2020%F. SEBMBEGRESZURE L CHESNIZER
HEFIEZEDER. ITICBT37—0 Y3 v TEICHE
T8, BEFEICSIEHmE, A VRRYT7 -y UV—ICE
HIEMRZIRE,

o 2020, FIYPKXFEMIE, X, POV HEEEE
FibE T BEL DMIBEIMFRE (EascatBARe. Rl
BROKZCHTBMPAEHREES) (CXWL18DOHMEI—RZ1R
#, BEER. EREEHE. SR, SRBR. EPE
BEFRCEMED Y F VY EREL. BRODTS U712
BN T DEEDIC. SINEB TIBHRIIRZ Ehi.
FREOOFOAIADEEICELD., 2020FE9 BLIEOWH
& (55130-2) [F. DHAELTETCAYSAVTE
i



7) International Training Instructors

The JPO provides cooperation on the practical aspects of
patent examination, mainly through its international training
instructors, to examiners in emerging countries including
ASEAN countries, in order to support Japanese companies
expanding business to those countries.

e The international training instructors are comprised of 29
examiners (as of December 2020) with extensive practical
experience in patent examination.

¢ |n the first half of 2020, the JPO dispatched a total of six
international training instructors to Indonesia, Thailand, and
South Africa, and provided training for a total of approx. 100
examiners and examiner candidates. In the latter half of
2020, the JPO provided online training, instead of
dispatching instructors, in response to changes in the
environment caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. A total of
12 international training instructors provided online training

for a total of approx. 70 examiners in Vietnam, Malaysia,
and Saudi Arabia.

Online training for examiners in Vietnam
NEFLANDZ IS4 VTHEDKRF

7) EFtREIEEHE

HAERFTCIE. BACEOHEESZEADOI O—/NVESE
*(BHZEXIET SO, EEMEEEHEZHROELT, 7
P VEEZRELOH LT IMBEEEAEICN T SFHEAR
BETOWMNZT>TWVD,

s EFMEBIEEHEL. HABFEDERRRIBELESR
B 29% (2020F12885) D SERK.

o 2020FmI# 3. EEMEIEEHEENOGEZ 1A YRRy
. A RUBEFZIUANKEL. SEOEEE - FEE
RN 100 BICHMEZEERL 2. 2020 F&¥(F. T
FROEFHEIAOF DA I 2BEEEDILAKIC K DIRIEDEL
ICHmT B0, REICRZTAYSA VERDIHEER
L. ERHMEREHEEN12ZDONN L, YL—Y
PROYOIFPSEFDEABENN70BICT LIFHEZ
EhEL T,
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Cooperation and Collaboration with

Foreign IP Offices and Related Agencies

1) International Cooperation on Examination

(i) Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)

The PPH is a framework that allows an application

determined to be patentable by the first Office, which is Office

of Earlier Examination (OEE) to undergo, at the request of the
applicant, accelerated examination with simplified procedures
at the Office of Later Examination (OLE) that is a PPH partner
of the OEE. The world’s first PPH, advocated by the JPO, was
launched between Japan and the U.S. in July 2006 as a pilot
program.

e As of January 2021, the number of IP offices participating
in the PPH has increased to 55.

e As of January 2021, the JPO has been implementing the
PPH with 45 IP offices, including new PPH collaboration
with the National Institute of Industrial Property (Institut
national de la propriété industrielle (INPI)) of France from
January 2021.

e With regard to the PPH program between the JPO and the
National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI) of Brazil, the
INPI relaxed the maximum annual number of PPH requests
to the INPI'in January 2021.

e The PPH Portal Site*! provides one-stop access to the PPH
implementation status and statistical information of
participating IP offices.

In addition, the JPO serves as the secretariat of the “Global

Patent Prosecution Highway (GPPH)', a multinational

framework launched in January 2014.

¢ Inthe GPPH, all types of PPH, including PPH-MOTTAINAI
and PCT-PPH,*? are available among the participating IP
offices.

¢ In July 2020, the National Institute of Industrial Property
(INAPI) of Chile joined the GPPH framework, bringing the
number of IP offices participating in the GPPH to 27.

BOHISETIT - BAIREEB E DEIS - 15 D

1) EERHFOEFERD

(i) BEFSENAY A (PPH)

PPH & 3. ZITEEBET ChHIE—T CHFTREE RSN

ZHBEICDWT, HEADREBICED. E—FT &I OEZ

EEL TV EREETICSVW TS EFR CRPEELS

ToNdLSICTdHEATHD, HRMOPPHIE. BAE

ERFTOREBICED. 2006F7BICBXBETHTREIEBES

nrze

» 202151 BIRTE. PPHSIITD#IZ 55 ICHhK,

o HAEHREFTIE. 2021E1BICTS Y AEEMET ED
BTHZICPPHZRI AL, 2021F1BREASDT &
PPH % %/,

s HAERHTEISIINEEPET OB TREMBL TL
BPPHIZDWT., IS IIIEEMEFHIERDRBEZ
HEO_EREZ 2021 F 1 BICHEH,

o BTOPPHEMMKRLMEHEREZ L. PPHR—5 LT
A I HST YA~ T TES AL,

Flz. BREFFTIE. 2014F 1 BICHAS N2 HERS

DHEATHD [JO—NIVEFFEE/NA1 DT A (GPPH) |

DEBBEHEHTND,

e GPPHTIE. 8IFBIZCEVWTPPH MOTTAINAI®
PCT-PPHZZTZ2TOPPH D HAREE %,

e 2020F7BICIF. FYUEEMEFMNGPPHIZSMU.
GPPHSMT DI 27 ITHEK.

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/toppage/
pph-portal/index.html

B&E
https://www.jpo.go.jp/toppage/
pph-portal-j/index.html

*2 PPH-MOTTAINAI is a framework that enables an applicant to request PPH for an application
determined to be patentable by the OEE, regardless of which of the two partner offices first receives the
patent application. PCT-PPH is a framework that enables an applicant to request PPH for an application
whose patentability is positively assessed in a written opinion or international preliminary examination
report at the PCT international phase.

PPH MOTTAINAI (Ev &4 3) &lE EQFICHRICHTHEZ LIh CHHDO S T FTATHEETIC L DHHATREE D
HMFICEDE. PPHORGBZREE T 3EATHO. PCT-PPH & (& PCTEBREEICS VT RBREZERFMH
BERECRFUECHBISNERRICESE, PPHOHBEZAREE I 2HHEH .


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/toppage/pph-portal/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/toppage/pph-portal-j/index.html

Figure 2-2-1 | 2-2-1

Outline of the Patent
Prosecution Highway
(PPH)
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Figure 2-2-2 | 2-2-2

Effect of the Patent
Prosecution Highway
(PPH)
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Figure 2-2-3 | 2-2-3

Offices Participating in the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)
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(ii) Patent Prosecution Highway Plus (PPH Plus)

PPH Plus is a framework that enables accelerated right
acquisition within the prescribed period for an application of
the same invention which has already been granted a patent
in Japan, by utilizing the examination results by the JPO. The
JPO is currently implementing this framework only with the
Brunei Intellectual Property Office (BrulPO). While the ordinary
PPH is a framework for mutual sharing of examination results
between the IP offices, PPH plus is intended to allow
applicants that have requested PPH plus to acquire rights in
an accelerated manner in Brunei by using the JPO's
examination results, but the request for PPH cannot be filed
with the JPO based on BrulPO's examination results.

(iii) Cooperation for facilitating Patent Grant (CPG)

CPG is a framework that accelerates patent grant without
conducting substantial examination, for an application of the
same invention which is already granted a patent in Japan.
The JPO is currently implementing this framework with the
Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology and Innovation of
Cambodia, and the Department of Intellectual Property,
Ministry of Science and Technology of Lao PDR.

Figure 2-2-5 | 2-2-5

Application Examination
) toJapan |—)p -
Outline of PPH Plus and BALE BE

- grant patent

(ii) HEBENAIIA «- TSR (PPHISR)
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LTPPHIZS BB EITOIZEICED T IV A THRIRLHE
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(iii) $FEFOTESMEBLICET 3D (CPG)

CPG (Cooperation for facilitating Patent Grant) & (&, HAT
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(iv) US-JP Collaborative Search Pilot Program
The JPO launched the US-JP Collaborative Search Pilot
Program (US-JP CSP) with the USPTO on August 1, 2015 in
order to allow users to predict more easily when examination
starts and patents will be granted in both the U.S. and Japan,
and support users to obtain more robust and stable patent
rights. In this program, the JPO and the USPTO examiners
independently conduct their own prior art searches for an
invention for which a patent application has been filed in both
Japan and the U.S,, and after sharing search results and
opinions with each other, the two offices respectively send
their first examination results to the applicant early and
around the same time.
¢ The second phase of the US-JP CSP, which lasted for three
years, ended on October 31, 2020, and the third phase,
which will last for two years, commenced on November 1,
2020.

(iv) BRBERAERTIOIS L
HAESTZ. BXEEICSISIEE - &M BREBEHOF
RBHomEr. KDEELELENREOZEZENE L
T. RESFHBETE OB T2015F8 B 1B SHXBHE
FERTIOISLERBLEZ. £T7O005 L. BXEE
[CHFEFHRE L 2B DVWT, BRXOBEENENZNAIT
RMXAEZEREL. ZOREERLUOEREHELE
2. B DERHICRADEERFEREZEHBAICENT DD
DTHDo
* 202010831 HIC3EBOE28HT TOT S LR
TL. BETTBTH S 2EBOEIRHATTIOI S A
ZFA,

Figure 2-2-6 | 2-2-6 .
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(v) PCT Collaborative Search and Examination (CS&E) Pilot
Project

The PCT collaborative search and examination is an initiative

aimed at producing high-quality products for PCT

international applications, in which a main IP office
collaborates with peer IP offices to determine the patentability
of one PCT application, and finally prepares a single

International Search Report for the applicant.

e From July 1, 2018, to June 30, 2020, the IP5 Offices
conducted the PCT Collaborative Search and Examination
(CS&E) Pilot Project. The IP5 Offices are currently
evaluating the pilot project (until June 2022 according to

plan).

Figure 2-2-7 | 2-2-7

Outline of the PCT CS&E Pilot Project
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*The collaborative search and examination results of peer ISA are made available in WIPO PATENTSCOPE.

*BIHELFTHMHAERERE. WIPO PATENTSCOPEICAR
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(vi) International Cooperation on
Patent Examination Practices

The International Cooperation on Patent Examination Practices

is an initiative through which JPO examiners hold discussions

(examiner exchange) with or provide training on examination

practices for examiners of foreign IP offices in order to

provide support for enabling Japanese companies to smoothly
acquire rights with predictability. The program is conducted
through initiatives that contribute to the harmonization of
examination practices, such as promoting mutual
understanding on examination practices and fostering trust
between JPO examiners and examiners of foreign IP offices,
and providing training for disseminating the JPQ's
examination practices and for developing human resources.

e Cumulatively, from April 2000 to December 2020, the JPO
has executed the International Cooperation on Patent
Examination Practices, either on a short-term or mid-to-long
term basis, with 32 IP offices.

e |In 2020, examiner exchange was conducted online with the
participation of 16 JPO examiners.

e In the first half of 2020, the JPO dispatched a total of six
international training instructors to other countries, and
provided training for a total of approximately 100 examiners
and examiner candidates. In the latter half of 2020, a total
of 12 international training instructors provided online
training for a total of approx. 70 examiners in other
countries.

(vi) EFFEERD

ERESRHE . HPEEEE LMTOEEEDETER

CHTEEERORERMEROER Y. HIEOEEE

BOEREPAMBRO =0 OHHERE R & DEEREDH
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RO CHBICEN ZERETE310DXEEITSIZ&2H
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e 2020 FEDEEEREIL. 16BOEHAERFTOEEE
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VICTEREOBEEBENN 70T LIHMEZEREL 2.



Figure 2-2-8 | 2-2-8

Results of International Cooperation on Patent Examination Practices (Cumulative Total from April 2000 to December 2020)

EESEE R DERE (200054 B~2020% 12 BRHE)

BESTE 8 B8 | SSAlRNU| [eUONEUR| Zisideyd-Ziied n

North America/Jt% Latin America and the Caribbean/Hi@#
Canada Dispatch: 2 | & 2.A Chile * - Dispatch: 2 | & 2\
HhFH FU
USA Dispatch: 3 & 3A .
Mid-long term Dispatch: 10 | FRERHEERE: 10A Brazil Dispatch: 6 | JT&: 6.A
FAU7A Receive:2 | BA:2A
59
Europe and nearby regions./BA#& Colombia ; Dispatch: 2. | o 24
aover
Germany Dispatch: 53 | if&: 53A
Rqw Receive: 50 | ZA: 504 Mexico Dispatch: 4 | Sf@: 4A
XEYT Receive: 4 | ®A: 44
Denmark Receive: 1 | ®A: 1A
Syg—y Argentina - Dispatch: 1 | & TA
PWVEVFY
Dispatch: 289 B 289 A
Mid-long term Dispatch: 11 | REHRE: 11A
Receive: 195 FAI195A
Dispatch: 8 | fxi&: 8A " "
ZTE ‘:.) Receive: 2 | FA:2A Asia/7PI7
1-5Y7
) ) | India Dispatch: 31 | & 31A
UK Dispatch: 8 | fG&E8A (. =
P s || B AUR Online: 8 AUV 8A
ovzp S 3 Dispatch: 7 TOE: 7N
France Online:2 | A¥5142:24 ?IPQ?Pore Mid-long term Dispatch: 4 | FEEERE: 4A
ISUR IVHR=N - Receive: 4 ZA AN
Spain Dispatch: 6 | i 6.A _ )
ilinni Dispatch: 10 | i&: 10A
ey
Portugal Dispatch: 2 | & 2A _ .
ive: . i Dispatch: 20 | ii&: 20A
ey Receive: 2 | BA: 24 ;T"ami E
R i Dispatch: 16 | & 16A _ o
ussia i Receive: 12 | EA: 124 Malaysia Dispaicis i 3@
b Online: 2 FVSAVI2N L—oF Mid-long term Dispatch: 4 | FREBTE: 4A
Online: 6 FVSAV 6N
Sweden Dispatch: 9 | Ji&: 9A . -
— Receive: 6 | ®A:6A Indonesia Dispatch: 8 OB 8A
AUI—FTY AVURZE Mid-long term Dispatch: 3 | FREsTE: 3A
S S —— YEx>7 Online: 1 FYS5A 1A
= id-long term Dispatch: g
WIPO 2 Vietnam Dispatch: 11 | & 114
WIPO T > @l Receive 28 | EA: 284
= Online:3 | #¥54>:3A
Oceania/ X#M
a o f . S i * Dispatch: 53 | if&: 53A
Australia ‘ Mid Ipng term Dispatch: 1 | RREBRE: 1A China ~ e |G
Receive: 2 FA 2N fE
F—-ANSV7 2 i i Online: 4 AVSAV AN
South Korea | 7 an™ Dispatch: 41 | fi&: 41A
Receive: 38 | ®A: 38A
BE \\.,,"'
Middle East,/#i= -
Taiwan ies Dispa_tch: 30 | & 30A
Israel ﬁ Receive: 2 | A 2A L ﬁ Receive: 32 | ®A:32A
AT
Saudi Arabia Online: 2 FVSAV2N
YOIPSEF
RE: 1A

South Africa \_ Dispatch: 1

arIvn e

limplemented with 32 IP offices and organizations to date
CNETICI20HBAT - 1B & EhE

Examiner exchange
EEBRH

Examination practice training
HAXRBEG

JPO STATUS REPORT 2021 107



108

Chapter2 | 2%

2) International Cooperation in the Field of
Trials and Appeals

The JPO promotes international cooperation, such as

exchange of information, in order to deepen mutual

understanding of trials and appeals with IP offices in other

countries and regions.

¢ In November, the JPO held the meeting of the 7th
JPO-CNIPA-KIPO Joint Experts Group for Trial and Appeal
(JEGTA) online.

¢ In November, the JPO attended the 6th JPO-CNIPA Trial and
Appeal Expert Meeting online.

¢ In November, the JPO attended the 11th Japan-China
Design System Symposium online.

3) Cooperation in the Area of
IP Judicial Systems

On January 21, 2021, the JPO held the Judicial Symposium

on Intellectual Property / TOKYO 2020 online to facilitate

mutual understanding in the area of IP judicial systems
among participating countries, to provide information to
users, etc.

e The Symposium was co-hosted by the JPO, the Supreme
Court of Japan, the Intellectual Property High Court, the
Ministry of Justice, the Japan Federation of Bar
Associations, and the IP Lawyers Network Japan.

¢ All programs of the Symposium were live-streamed on the
Internet.

e The Symposium was held under the theme "Latest
Developments and Challenges in IP Judiciary in Japan, the
United States and Europe." Panel discussions were held
among panelists from Japan, the United States, and Europe
about “Comparative study regarding inventive step based
on a hypothetical case” and “Measures taken by each office
for addressing issues arising from COVID-19".

EE 1

Jean-Michel
aller

Chairman of
aTechnical Board of Appeal,
EPO.

Michael Kim Carl Josefsson

President of
the Boards of Appeal,
EPO

Judicial Symposium on Intellectual Property / TOKYO 2020
EEMIAREY Y RIDL 2020
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4) Initiatives on Anti-Counterfeiting Measures
The JPO is implementing the following initiatives as measures
against counterfeit goods:

e On April 1, 2020, the government transferred the
Anti-Counterfeit Office, a division under the Manufacturing
Industries Bureau, METI, and the General Contact Point for
Matters on Counterfeit and Pirated Goods (a Government
Inquiry Desk) to the JPO, in order to enhance the
government's functions for measures against counterfeit
goods.

¢ |n order to crack down on counterfeit goods overseas, the
JPO exchanged information on measures against
counterfeit goods with related ministries and agencies,
companies, and various other organizations, and held
consultations with foreign governments. In addition, the
JPO conducted projects to hold seminars inside and
outside Japan and carry out research and study, through
public-private collaboration.

e |n order to crack down on counterfeit goods in Japan, the
JPO responded to consultation requests and provision of
information from companies, etc., in coordination with
related ministries and agencies. It also responded to
inquiries from customs, etc., and mutually cooperated with
them in regard to human resource development. The JPO
also implemented the "Anti-Counterfeiting Campaign" for
further raising awareness of consumers.

Figure 2-2-9 | 2-2-9 ‘

FY2020 Anti-Counterfeiting
Campaign image
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5) Development of Global Dossier

The "Global Dossier" concept is a concept aiming to share
dossier information (information related to patent application
procedures and examinations) and to realize new common
IT-driven services among IP offices. Under the concept, the
IP5 Offices are providing users with a global dossier information
sharing service realized by the connection between the "One
Portal Dossier (OPD)," a system developed by the IP5 enabling
users to collectively access the IP5's dossier information, and
"WIPO-CASE*?" a dossier information sharing system
developed by WIPO. In addition, the IP5 Offices have striven to
improve services, such as enhancing the information accessible
through OPD. Furthermore, the IP5 Offices established the
Global Dossier Task Force with industries, and are promoting
various initiatives aimed at improving user convenience, while
also taking into account the demands from industry.

e Based on the "Memorandum for the Mutual Cooperation in
the Field of Dossier Information Exchange" concluded
between the Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association and the
Taiwan-Japan Relations Association in November 2018, the
JPO commenced dossier information exchange with the
Taiwan Intellectual Property Office (TIPO) in December
2020. As a result, TIPO's dossier information became
accessible through the OPD.

Figure 2-2-10 | 2-2-10 OPD
the connection between J%pzag”

OPD and WIPO-CASE
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WIPO-CASE

29 countries/organizations*

participating, in addition to the IP5
Offices (as of November 2020)
BXIFHTICIN R T 290D E - #B5* H'EhN
(202011 88¥57)

Further expansion is expected in
the future.

SHEOBELBMADIRFSND,

* Australia, Azerbaijan, Brunei, Cambodia, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Egypt, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Lao PDR,
Malaysia, Mongolia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, The Philippines, Portugal, Singapore, Thailand, UK, Ukraine,

Uruguay, Viet Nam, EAPO, WIPO

FPRIWINAD v AFVR ARSI ASU AV AYRRI P OISAF ONIPA IITNA—ANSUP AFE AVRI P ARY
UNI3—IP VYRR G FU. 22— I=SYR NI PZa—F 7 . TAVEY  TVRA NRFLARNV— RIVSBN =27,

EYASHZEAPO.WIPO

*3  World Intellectual Property Organization -
Centralized Access to Search and Examination
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6) Collaboration with WIPO GREEN

WIPO GREEN was launched in 2013 for the purpose of
promoting the development and the dissemination of
environmental technologies. Through its online database and
regional activities, WIPO GREEN connects green tech seekers
and providers.

The JPO joined WIPO GREEN as a partner in February 2020.
In April 2020, the JPO opened a website introducing Japanese
partners' initiatives.** In May and December 2020, the JPO
attended the WIPO GREEN Advisory Board Meeting (online).
The JPO will continue to cooperate with WIPO and WIPO
Japan Office, and work on disseminating environmental
technologies.

Collaboration with WIPO GREEN
English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/kokusai/
green.html

WIPO GREEN & D75

HAsE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
wipo/green.html

6) WIPO GREEN & 0Diih

WIPO GREEN 3. RERMOBELERZEBLTSZ
EZBENELT2013FICIS EIFONEETHD. T
SAVT—IRN—APHDOEEEE L. RIERMOFHLEE
EREEZDLESHDTH D,

HAE4FEFT & 2020F2BICWIPO GREENIZ/S—k
F—ELTEMLTz, BFE4BICBEAD/X—~F—0REZ
BNIDR—LR=—IMZRELZ, BESH. 1282
WIPO GREEN Advisory Board Meeting (#>5-<v) IC
HEL Tz,

SHEBWIPOEBCPWIPOBERSEHA (wJo) AL,
RIBRAMT OB RSEB ZHtH L T UL <,
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7) International Cooperation on

Al and loT-Related Inventions
(i) ASEAN-Japan Patent Experts Meeting
At the Tenth ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting™®
held in September 2020, the Economic Research Institute for
ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) presented an interim report of
their study on patent examination practices of Al-related
inventions at IP offices of ASEAN Member States. This study
uses Al-related case examples™® from the JPO Examination
Handbook and investigates examination results for each case,
judging in accordance with laws and regulations of ASEAN
countries. The contents of this report were also discussed at
the first ASEAN-Japan Patent Experts Meeting held in October
2020. Discussions are planned to be held at the ASEAN-Japan
Patent Experts Meeting on an ongoing manner in the future.

(ii) Comparative Study Between the JPO and the EPO

With the aim of further enhancing the contents of the comparative
study on computer implemented inventions/software related
inventions between the JPO and the European Patent Office
(EPO) released in March 2019,*7 the JPO conducted a study
on additional case examples of Al-related inventions, etc.

(iii) NET*¢/Al Task Force of the IP5 Meeting™®

The first IP5 NET/Al task force meeting took place in January
2020. As future initiatives of the IP5 Offices, the task force
discussed clarification of the offices' examination practices
concerning NET/Al-related inventions and information sharing
among the offices regarding utilization of NET/AI technologies
in their internal operations.

(iv) WIPO Conversation on Intellectual Property and Al

In July and November 2020, the JPO participated in the
conversation on intellectual property and Al hosted by WIPO.
The JPO indicated the points that IP offices should pay
attention to and presented the approach to examination
practices as a pioneering office that has worked on discovering
issues and clarifying examination practices in relation to Al
ahead of the times, such as developing case examples of
patent examination on Al-related inventions and considering
the introduction of Al for improving the efficiency of IP systems,
including substantive examination.

*5 See Part 2, Chapter 2, 2.1 "ASEAN."
E282Z 281 IEIASEANI SR

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/ai_jirei_e.html

BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/ai_jirei.html

https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
epo/software_201903.html

7) Al-loT BEEFBICE I S EERD

(i) BASEANFEMRES

2020F 9B DE 10EHASEANFHFTREERAISE S
BVWTERPI T - ASEANBEMFEZ >V H — (ERIA) DD,
ASEANZEODAIBERBORFEDTERICEIT 2HED
REHRESSNZ, CORBR. JPODBENYRTvD
[CHE/ESNTZAIBERBOEG %, ASEANEZEDER
FITRA>THMTDE EDLSHEEERREBLDIDD DY
26D, ARBHREDAAIF. 2020F10BDE1EH
ASEANSBHBEMREBICHVTHERSNTZ, SEDH
ASEAN BHFEFRRESBICEVTHIENICEREZERT DT
Eo

(i) BEIRRLELERERZE

2019F3BICAKLIEY T DT P BhEHFICEI Y KM
1BEFT (EPO) & DLEBHIFE® D= 58 27EIZ BRI,
AlBBEHAEZ DBMEA BB I ST % k.

(i) BF apP5) BE*ICHIFBSNET S/AIFRIT#—2
20201 BICETEY RO T —A5EaZHE. ATDS
ZBOEHREE LT, AFICHSIT 258 - AIBERBROEE
EFEOBREIL Y. FFREFBAN\ OB « AR OIERICE
2 AFBOBHRABL EICDVTEE,

(iv) XMRYEAEEE AlICRES D3d5E

2020&F78. 1M1 BICWIPO D' DB E & Al (CES
TOXMEEICS. AIBERPBICET IHHAEERMERP
ERBEZSCH Y AT LOMELDT=DD AIBADIE
HEE BRICERIT TREOERRVOEEERH ORELS
CBHTELNRAAZTFELT, HFTELTEEINER
DR VEEERRICHITDEXHZHE,

*8 New Emerging Technologies
it

*9  See Part 2, Chapter 2,1.3" IP5 Meeting."
E2M2E1HIBIAFT (PO =EISHR
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8) Joint Statements with Overseas IP Offices in
Relation to the COVID-19 Pandemic

Through the following joint statements, the JPO sent out

messages stating that it will respond to the difficult situation

including the COVID-19 pandemic in cooperation with other IP

offices.

e InJune 2020, the JPO and the USPTO released a joint
message stating that they will support the promotion of
innovation, which is a powerful weapon against COVID-19.%10

e |n July 2020, the JPO released a joint message with the
EPO stating that they will support the development of
common solutions to global challenges in the COVID-19
pandemic.*1"

e After the 13th IP5 Heads of Office Meeting™®'? held in July
2020, an IP5 Joint Statement™'3 was released, stating that
the IP5 Offices will strengthen their cooperation.

e At the Global IP Challenges Forum (IP20+) held in October
2020 as a G20 side event, a joint statement on
enhancement of cooperation among IP offices and other
matters was adopted. 4

¢ In November 2020, the ID5 and TM5 released a joint
message concerning response to the COVID-19 pandemic.*1°

8) IOFRICHIF 3 BANMBIT & DHFFEA
BAEHEFTIE. P OHRRMZEL. IO S ORE
BRRICETHHBL THRT SEDA Y £ —I % H =,

e 2020F6BICUSPTO LB, OO+ D1 ILRIC
SN DO EHEI THD A /=3 VDREETHIEL
TUW EDEBF XY £—I7NK*0,

e 2020F7BICEPO LM T, IOFB/ICHSITSIO—
NIVERRBICH T HBOBAKICAITEHEBA v -
ZRFRF,

e 2020F 7 BIChE=NIE 13MAT IPH RESE 7 #.
ATETOEEZ#bT D EDRTHBRR 2 %K,

e 2020F10BICG20D YA RANRY ~ELTHRfESNT
Global IP Challenges Forum (1P20+) [CEWT. &Al
B TOHmNREEICEE T S HEEBZEFIR 4,

e 2020F 11 BICRIERFT (D5) BZERFT (TM5) T, 10
FHRAOFICICETIHFA Y E—IZRFEK 5,

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/kokusai/
us/202006017-jointmessage.html

*13
HAsE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
us/20200601-jointmessage.html

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/kokusai/
epo/20200716-jointmessage.html

BHAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
epo/20200716-jointmessage.html

*12 See Part 2, Chapter 2, 1.3"IP5 Meeting."
F2ME2ETE 1 HHEIEIAFT (PO AR

English
https://www.fiveipoffices.org/wem/
connect/fiveipoffices/f05f03ef-59bc-
4eb2-99¢1-71874bc278fe/
2020+IP5+joint+statement_
07212020.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=

English
https://www.saip.gov.sa/wp-content/
plugins/frontityPlugin/actions/actions.
php?filename=208345-joint-statement-
of-the-global-intellectual-property-
challenges-forum.pdf

B
https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2020/10/
20201027003/20201027003.html

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
id5/document/201116_covid19/
joint_message.pdf

ERE BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
id5/201116_covid19.html
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Support Measures, Law Amendments, etc.
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1 Support Measures

In order to support the IP activities of users, such as
companies, universities, and communities, the JPO has
implemented various measures from diverse aspects, such as
the provision of information, consultation services, and
support related to fees. In particular, in July 2018, the JPO
newly launched the Startup Support Section, and strengthened
support focused on startups. For startups aiming to achieve
rapid growth based on innovative technologies and ideas, IP
strategy is an essential element for competing internationally.
Therefore, the JPO will implement necessary support
measures.

1) Startup Support
In order to promote the IP activities of startups, the JPO is
implementing support from multiple perspectives.

(i) Intellectual Property Acceleration program for Startups

e Aimed at startups, the JPO dispatches teams of experts to
provide support for the development of IP strategies.
[Figure 2-3-1]

e The teams of experts are comprised of IP experts and
business experts such as venture capitalists, etc.

e In FY2020, the JPO provided support to 15 companies.

e The JPO also implemented a knowledge-sharing program
for developing mentors who will support startups.

(ii) Super-Accelerated Examination/Accelerated
Examination Using Interviews for startups

¢ While the existing super-accelerated examination system
was aimed at “working-related applications” and
“foreign-related applications”, conditions were eased in July
2018 to include patent applications for startups if they are
“working-related applications”.

e For the patent applications of startups utilizing the
accelerated examination system, the JPO initiated
accelerated examinations using interviews with examiners,
which will lead to the strategic acquisition of patent rights
through interviews conducted prior to first action
notification.

e |In 2020, there were 61 requests for accelerated
examinations using interviews for startups.

e |n 2020, there were 448 requests for super-accelerated
examinations for startups.
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(iii) JETRO Innovation Program: JIP

e Aimed at startups and small and medium-sized enterprises
utilizing IP to expand overseas, this program provides
support for participation in major overseas trade shows,
etc. and business matching overseas.

¢ In 2020, the program was implemented in Silicon Valley,
San Francisco and Boston, etc.

(iv) Dissemination of Information

e The JPO opened "IP BASE,"*" an IP portal site for startups,
in December 2018 to provide content such as IP expert
search and a Q&A corner where users can ask experts
questions. The JPO has also held IP study sessions for IP
BASE-registered members only.

e The JPO disseminated information on Twitter “IP BASE”".

e The JPO created and published case examples of IPAS
outcomes and a guidebook for venture capitalists.

e The JPO held regular IP seminars for startups.

(v) Fee Reduction and Exemption

e For startups, examination request fees, patent fees, and
international filing fees are reduced to one-third upon
request.

Figure 2-3-1 | 2-3-1
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o 24—y TEITOMEE I —Z TR,

(v) HER%
o RY—hT v TR BHBICEDEEFKRM. FHFNRUE
BHRICHRSFHNONEEREN =3 0—IC8H,

Outline of IP Acceleration Program for Startups (IPAS)/ #1705 —Y3av OIS LOME

Support for application

IP strategies
development support

Diagnosis/development of
seeds strategies, etc.

2—AHBERE DM - 18R

Diagnosis/development of
exit strategies, etc.

HCEBR S DRI - 15T MEAERIRIESR Y K—b

IP mentoring team / MIEAAY SV I F—L

Venture Lawyers/
capitalists patent attorneys
NYF— FEL-AELT
FreEyUa Business Consultant

AVYILEI VS

Strengthening Establishment of
competitiveness of
products/services

HER- YL ORI

&

ull &

i C DIERNES

trustworthiness from ®
technical perspectives ®

strategies for seeds that
should be registered promptly
BIEFERI L I NEY—D
HFREER T R —

Visiting Support / §5f5218

Startup / XY Fv—

Increase of formats

[ involving collaboration

| with other companies

® fibt iR DI
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2) Information on Support Measures for

Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises
The JPO provides small and medium-sized enterprises with
easy-to-understand information on the overall support
measures implemented by the JPO and INPIT (National
Center for Industrial Property Information and Training), such
as the Intellectual Property Comprehensive Help Desk, the
seminar on IP rights systems, reduction and exemption of
patent fees, etc., the dispatch of global intellectual property
producers, the subsidy for filing foreign applications which
subsidizes the costs required for foreign applications, and
support measures for overseas expansion, such as fee
reduction systems for charges related to PCT international
applications, etc.*? In addition, the JPO has opened an IP
Finance Portal Site*® that evaluates the business potential of
small and medium-sized enterprises utilizing IP, and
introduces initiatives that will lead to financing and
management support from financial institutions (IP finance).
In addition, targeting companies with high potential for IP
utilization, the JPO and INPIT provide hands-on follow-up
support up to the stage of business growth, in accordance
with the "Second Action Plan for Regional Intellectual Property
Revitalization"** formulated in July 2020.

BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/chusho/
index.html

*3

2) M RE [T ZIRhESR IR ER

BT TR FFTXIEINPITHAEEL TLSMEHRE
EBEO. MNEENESRPS. PRS0 RRGHIESDOR
BOLZIEEDL S, BAMNPETOT 21— —RE, S EH
FICEIT2ERZHMAT dAELREEME. PCTERRLE
CH DB FHROERHEZDOBNABHZEROBHZ.
NNEE[ITITHDPDPTHBALTVS 2, Flo, /AR
EOMMNEZERLIZEEZHMEL . SRIEENSOR
BVYREZEICDAEITDIOOEBME Gptss) ZENT DA
FERR—F YA S ZR/FELTVNS,

512, HFFFEGINPITIE. 2020F7BICEELE 18
2R RS E LI TENETE] 4 ICE DS, MNMETHRO
KTV P HBVWEREZSY —F v NI, NV XAV TEE
BREFTIAO—F Y IZEEEERRL TVD,

A Regarding "Second Action Plan for Regional Intellectual Property Revitalization"
[ HRNEELTEETE S DV T

BAEE

https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/chusho/koudoukeikaku.html

Regarding "Hands-on Support"

INY XA VRE] 2DVWT

BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/chusho/chitekizaisan/handson/index.html


https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/chusho/index.html
https://chizai-kinyu.go.jp/
https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/chusho/koudoukeikaku.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/chusho/chitekizaisan/handson/index.html

3) Information on Support Measures for
Universities, Etc.

The JPO and INPIT are developing comprehensive support

measures, from the creation of inventions to utilization of

rights and commercialization, in order to promote IP activities
at universities, etc., which are the source of innovations. For
more details, please visit the JPO website.*°

e The JPO implements the project for dispatching IP strategy
designers to universities. In this project, IP strategy
designers with expertise in university-industry collaboration
and specific technical fields maintain communication with
university personnel responsible for supporting research as
well as researchers. They help discover research outcomes
whose IP rights are not protected, in parallel with mutually
sharing knowledge and know-how, and suggest IP
strategies that will lead to further development of research
that researchers aspire to pursue. In addition, the
knowledge gained in this project was released on the JPO
website*® as a collection of knowledge.

e The JPO and INPIT implement the IP producer dispatch
project, which dispatches IP experts to universities and R&D
consortiums, etc. that promote publicly-funded R&D
projects, and the IP advisor for university-industry
collaboration dispatch project, which dispatches IP experts
to universities carrying out university-industry collaboration
activities directed towards commercialization.

https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/
daigaku/index.html

3) XEEFMITZIBER IR

BT - INPITTIEE, 4 /R=Y 3 VDBRRTHDIARESE

(CHIF MNP ERE ZHET D7z, FHIPADBRIH D SHEF]

SEF - BEMFE TOMENLTZEREZERAL TV, I

DWTIE, BEFFY T A MomEsBansz,

s EFBIECHERMATOEMMNLMNEZET D
BE '+ F—D REORALEELECPHRELEIZ
Zo—yavER-ST. BEVCHBEY / UN\UEHEBL
DS, HNMEEDRENRSN TLEWRFRROHE
EBZETV. MREVBIETELIMROERICDHRITI
& DTSSR DB % 1T S MRS T+ 7 —IiES
¥B5EME, -, ABEICBVWTEONZMEZF LYY
EELTHIFTY T YA M OTAR,

e NNEBEZHBRASNIZARBRIOII I bZHET D
REOHEEE DY Y — V7 LS ICHN EDEMR%R
BYIMNPMETOT 1 - —RESBE. RUEBELZH
B9 EZEE I ZERERT S RZICMNMEDEMRZE R
BT IEZEEMNIEY RNA Y —RESE % £,

https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/
daigaku/designer_haken.html
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4) User support by the Information System
(i) System Development for Improvement of Convenience
for Users
The JPO has undertaken system development in line with the
“Plan for Optimization of Operations and Systems of the
JPO"*7 formulated in March 2013. In June 2018, actions to be
implemented by FY2022 in the plan were incorporated into the
“MET] Digital Transformation Plan”. In addition, the new plan
was revised on March 30, 2020.%¢ And at present, in line with
the new plan, the JPO is advancing system development to
improve convenience for users along with sweeping reviews
of system structures.
The major achievements of system development in 2020 are
as follows.

¢ In January 2020, the processing cycle of the registration
system was changed from weekly to daily. The JPO also
began electronic exchange of design priority documents
with overseas IP offices.

e In April 2020, a website for the “notification service for due
date of annual fee” was set up, and a service was
commenced to send e-mail notifications of the due dates
for annual fees of the patents (registrations) selected by
users.

https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
sesaku/gyomu/system_
saitekika_2013.html

4) BRI AT LICELBA—-Y—FKIE

(i) A—Y—0FfEERLD=HDI AT LK
EFTE. 2013F3BICKESNT: [HFEFTER - V2T
LBEHETEY] Ch>TCHEZED TS, ZL T,
2018F6B. HEZREEEICTEHOSNTULEZ2022F
EBFETORRIERG BEEEET IV - HNAV AR
HiEtE ] ICEDRAFENTz. 5T, HEZHPEHTEIL.
2020FE3B30HICHESNI* S, BREL, HZPREIE
BIZAST. YATLABEOHRFINEEL cHIC, O—Y—
DOFEME EDODY AT LBEREED TS,

2020 FOEEICEDELHRE. UMTOESDTHD,

e 2020F 1 B. REEHFOY AT LNEFBZ BN SH
MNEE, Fz. BAREFTEORENTICHIT SBIIE
EROE TR Z A,

e 2020F4 8. 455 =) BZILHERBIRT—EZ] O
YA bZRERL. MBEAAHDD o T =) (2D
THEXERZEFA—NICTEMT DY —ERZH
Ao

https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
sesaku/gyomu/system_tougou.html


https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/sesaku/gyomu/system_saitekika_2013.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/sesaku/gyomu/system_tougou.html

(ii) Japan Platform for Patent Information (J-PlatPat)
J-PlatPat is patent information online service with the
user-friendly functions to search for official publications of
Patents, Utility Models, Designs, Trademarks and to check
Legal Status.*° In 2020, the JPO enhanced the search/display
functions. In 2021, it plans to further improve the functions for
increasing user convenience.

a. Enhancement of the search/display functions (2020)

e New function to collectively download PDF files of official
gazettes on the search results screen.

¢ New function in the trial decision search to narrow down
the results based on the appeal or trial decision date/
judgment date.

e Improvement of the quality of Japanese machine
translations of Chinese and Korean Gazettes.

¢ New function to search information on applications for
registration of a patent term extension (applicant,
patentee, and disposition details) based on keywords.

¢ Addition of patent documents of German Democratic
Republic (DD) to documents subject to document
number query.

e New function to display related designs in the form of a
diagram.

¢ New function to search based on new classifications, etc.
assigned to designs for graphical user interface,
buildings, and interiors.

¢ New function to search based on new figure
classifications assigned to trademarks comprised of
three-dimensional shapes of store exteriors and interiors.

e Addition of Taiwan's dossier information to information
subject to query.

b. Function improvements scheduled for 2021

¢ Addition of PMGS, which is a display format suitable for
printing a list of classifications.

e Increase in the number of search results for CSV output
from 100 to multiple times larger.

e Addition of the full-text search function for official
gazettes of appeal/trial decisions.

e Expansion of cases subject to the RSS feed function*'9
to all applications for patents, utility models, designs, and
trademarks.

*9 mEigRE BAE
'ﬁ https://www.j-platpat.inpit.go.jp
[=]:

T DHEE

(ii) FHEFBETIS Y kT #—L (J-PlatPat)

J-PlatPat (3. %55, EAHE. BE. BEOARMOBERP
BBBROBEEDHEEEET S, FFBERIE|RY - 2T
H3%% 2020F(CI3HEFR - RntEgED LTSN, 202145
ZlE. S5EBHMEEBLDIZD DHEEEEZ FEL TL
3

a. 185 - JRAEBEDILTE (2020%)

s MRER—EBEEICSVWTARDOPDF 7 71 I E—1E
FovO— Ry StEEea BNl

e BARRICBLWTCEARH HIAETRDIADHKEEZE
hn

o AREEE - BEESMOBREEWBRROREZE

o EREIRFHFAIGHR (LEA - 155Es - 0H0Ns) ZF—T—
R TR T SHEEEEN

e [HERRAY (DD) Mih7% XESBEDOTRICENN

o FERFEHZRREN TRRT DHBEZEN

o Hff - BEY - REDEREICNESSINIHBRDE TR
K9 DHEEEIEM

o [EHEFOANE - AERDILANERD S5 2BEICNES
SNDFRERFE DB THRERT DHEEEE BN

o BEBORYIIERZBENRICTIEM

b. 2021 FICFEL TL\DHEEENE

o DFE—EOEIRIE L 7=RRFRED PMGS 3811

o MRRIERD CSVHIHEZE 100 4 h S EEFZE (1B

o EHRNHOENTF X MERIEAEE B

o RSSEEMEE ' DWRE RDRG =T - ERME -
BE - EEO2HEEICHRK

%10 Function that uses an RSS reader to enable users to automatically receive updated information when
documents of a registered case are updated.
RSSU—49—%EHI2 T ERLEEGOEHIERSND Y1 I VI TEMIBHRZEBNCERETSBLSIC
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2 Review of IP Systems

1) Overview

The spread of COVID-19 accelerated society's shift to a "new
normal! Matters such as avoiding contact (accelerating digitization
and online procedures) were also discussed at the general assem-
bly of the Industrial Structure Council of the Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry™! held on June 17, 2020. The government
faces a strong call to make its policies respond to the new normal.
In particular, a "contactless" lifestyle has taken root due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, so it is important build administrative
systems that respond to such social changes.

Moreover, consumer behavior and corporate activities have
also started to change, and various issues have begun to
surface, such as an influx of counterfeit goods in line with the
proliferation of e-commerce, and the development of large-scale
and complicated forms of license associated with the use of
patent pools in the information and communications field, etc.
In order to flexibly deal with these environmental changes
surrounding intellectual property, it is necessary to implement
measures for further stabilizing the foundation of the JPO and
patent attorneys, etc. that support the IP systems.

In addition, the COVID-19 pandemic has caused dramatic
changes in lifestyles and the industrial structure, and has
made the role of innovation more important than ever. From
the viewpoint of examining whether the JPO itself has room
for further improvement so as not to stagnate innovation, the
JPO established Fundamental Issues Subcommittee®? under
the Intellectual Property Committee of the Industrial Structure
Council of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry in
October 2020 to sort out the current status of cross-sectoral
and basic issues, identify issues, and discuss the direction for
improvement, including not only response to issues that
surfaced in the COVID-19 pandemic, but also desirable
improvement of the industrial property right systems for
promoting innovation, as well as improvement of the quality
of the JPO's procedures and examination work.

Fundamental Issues Subcommittee sorted out the current status
and issues as well as the future direction to consider the desirable
patent, design, and trademark examination systems and future
revisions of industrial property right policies and systems, and
discussed the fee structure necessary for maintaining and
improving the JPQO's services. Based on the discussions, it
published a report titled "Desirable Industrial Property Right Policy
in the Post-Corona/ Under the Corona Pandemic" in February 2021.

2 HIEORE

1) 85

FEOOS A ABHEDOTEICLD [FHEHE (za—
=3 | NOBATHOINRL Tz, 20206817 BICHES
NEEEBESEZESRESTICHVT, EMOE ot -
AV vomE) FICDOWTERDESINIZD. BERD
Za— /= NWADHEHEKRHESNT NS,

IS, OOF\BICELD. [FEEm] OEERAIREL TED.
HEZBICHISLIETHRY AT LAEBRIDEHEETH
3,

o2, HETHPEETHOELMLBOGTED. fIXE.
BEFEEE| ORBICHESEMBORAY. BREESTED
INTY S T—IERICHS KIRIENDEME S A 7 ADRE
BROERKGE, RLAERBHBRELLBOTLS,
NSOMMMEZRDEREZMICERICHE T BN
<. M ENEZZ X REEFITRUAELTFOER Z—B
LZEMNSEI1ODMREHECDVENDH D,

Foo FEOOF VAN RAOBREILKIE. SATRTAIP
EEBEZARESLEMSE, A /R=YaVDREELDE
BLBDELTz, A/ R=YavzEEmstamnd, HE5F
FTEBDOHDHFELT, BICBHETEREIADHIDTE
EOWHEWSERNS, JOFBTEAELLEEEAOTE
FHBERADIE. A4 /RN— 3 VBEICE)ITTEERERE
FIEDEDOHD . Fe. FEFTOFRPEAEBOME
[ERE, BN - ERNAREEIC DV CTIRRZRELZ L
THREZHHL., EINEHEUZERT D720, 2020
FI0BICEXBEERINNVESBSO T ICEXEE/N
FESERBLI

EABENEESTIE. INHSOEEH - BFE - BIZSEE
FlDBOFH. SEOEEMEERE - HIEEDCSEMEICD
WTHRREFBRUSEOFEMICOVWTERETZEED
2. FEFT Y —E RO - B LEICRETRTZERODD S
[CDVWTHEEZTL. 2021F2BI1C T4 X007F /1R
SOOFRRICEIT S EEMEEBEDED HlZAKRLT,

BA:E
https://www.meti.go.jp/shingikai/
sankoshin/sokai/026.html

i https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/
shingikai/sangyo-kouzou/shousai/
kihonmondai_shoi/index.html


https://www.meti.go.jp/shingikai/sankoshin/sokai/026.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/shingikai/sangyo-kouzou/shousai/kihonmondai_shoi/index.html

2) Revision of the Patent Act

Since September 2019, the JPO had deliberated on further
review of the patent system based on the discussions held so
far at the Patent System Subcommittee under the Intellectual
Property Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. In July 2020, the
subcommittee published an interim report titled "Desirable
Patent System for the new era of Al/IoT Technologies", and in
February 2021, the subcommittee proposed a revision of the
patent system to the JPO, with a report titled, “Desirable Patent
System in the Post-Corona/ Under the Corona Pandemic”, which
includes the contents (i) to (v) below. In addition, and in February
2021, Fundamental Issues Subcommittee proposed a revision
of the fee structure to the JPO, with a report titled "Desirable
Industrial Property Right Policy in the Post-Corona/ Under the
Corona Pandemic”, which includes the contents of (vi) below.

(i) Allowing Parties, etc. to Appear Online on the Date of
the Oral Proceedings

e Parties etc. should be able to participate in oral proceedings
of a trial or an appeal through a web conference system, etc.
without having to appear before the Trial Court in person.

(ii) Review of the Requirement of the Consent of a
Non-exclusive Licensee in a Trial for Correction, etc.
e The requirement of the consent of a non-exclusive licensee
should be abolished when filing a request for correction of
patent claims during a trial for patent invalidation etc.

(iii) Introduction of a System for Seeking Comments from
Third Parties in Patent Infringement Litigation, etc.
¢ In patent infringement litigation, etc., if the court, at the motion
of a party, finds it to be necessary, the court should be able
to seek comments from third parties regarding necessary
matters such as the application of the Patent Act to the case.

(iv) Exemption from Payment of a Surcharge in the Event
of a Disaster, etc.
¢ Aright holder should be exempted from payment of a
patent surcharge (registration surcharge) when the right
holder fails to pay the patent fee (registration fee) within the
prescribed period due to a disaster, etc.

(v) Review of the System for Restoration of Right
e The criteria for reinstatement of rights which are lost due to
the failure to comply with time limits should be relaxed.

(vi) Revision of the Patent Fee, etc.

¢ With regard to patent fees, etc., for which the specific
amount had been specified by law, the maximum amount
should be specified by law and the specific amount should
be specified by Cabinet Order within that range.
At the same time, the maximum amounts should be raised
from the current fee.

2) {5ETEIE

2019F 9 BB, #5EFTI3. EXEBEBZSMNMEST
SEBFFIENEERICBVT. INETOFHRZREZ 4
FHEDELBZIRBELICDVWTEZZT> TS, 20204
7BICIFPRBEIREEE LT TAl - loTHMOBRHICASHL
WFAFHIEDED Sl ZRFR L. 2021E2BIZUTD (i)
~ (v) ORBZEEVHEE [V XO0F /R b500F
RHUICBITREFFIEDED AB] ZAKRLT,

F7z. 2021 F2BICEATOD (vi) DRBZEOHEE[D «
2007 /RASDOFRFRICSIT D EEMEERBEEDED
Al m=RRLUTZ,

(i) OESBEMAICHIIIHEESOHEOT VS V1L

o BHIQOOBEFEICHSVT, HEZEHIWENICEHEIC
HEET &LL<, DITREVYATLEICEDSMT S
CEEAREICT B,

(i) STEFHFICHI S BEREEEDOEEDEHDREL

o ETEFHOFEKRR O EMNEH N SFEFRFBDHILT
DOFHEOPTITIENEDBRFICHSNT, BERBEZ D
BHEEAEET D,

(iii) FHETREESHAVFICHISE=EBREEINEDOEA

o FEMERERMFICSVT, BHFRE. HEEDRILT
IC&D, BEDHDERDDESE. BREHICET B4
FHEDBREORELRRICDVWTE=EDORRZRD S
CEDTEDRIELELET B,

(iv) KESORERBICHITIEEFHHORE
o KEZZEAICHTN @y OMNTHBEZERL 215
BICENBSERR @sssry) O ZERIRYT B,

(v) HEFIEEFHEDOREL
o BFMESHIFHRBBOEBICLDERHLBEIC. H3
BEESZ0E I 21O DB/ ZENT B,

(vi) HEFRIEOREWE

o EESNTULIZHRFMFICDOVWT, LREZEELZD
HENTERNZHZEDS TEDDRRETDELEDIC,
FELREEZERITHELDSIE LTS,
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3) Revision of the Design Act

In January 2021, the JPO deliberated on further review of the
design system based on the discussions held at the Design
System Subcommittee under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of the Ministry
of Economy, Trade and Industry. The subcommittee
recommended a revision of the design system to the JPO,
which includes;

(i) Addition of Methods for Submission of the Proving
Document for Exception to the Lack of Novelty and
Priority Certificate for an International Application for
Design Registration

¢ With regard to an international application for design
registration, applicants should be able to submit a
document proving that the design is applicable for the
exception to the lack of novelty or a document of priority
certificate to WIPO at the time of the filing.

(ii) Review of the Means for Sending a Certified Copy of a
Decision of Registration for an International Application
for Design Registration

e With regard to an international application for design

registration, a certified copy of a decision of registration
should be sent electronically instead of by international
mail, together with the electronic notice of the statement of
grant of protection sent via WIPO.

3) BEEMIE

2021FE1BIC. TR, EEXBEEESNNVES RS
BEFIENEERICBVT., INETOERETBEXCRERE
FIEOELHDRBELICDVT. UTORBTZE0HEEZTo
7zo

(i) EEESRHEEICSITSHRERKD
5 EFAEEFRE R B SEAESIRRE DIRE S E DT
s BRECEMEFREICEL. BEDHKRMEELDANDIKRE
DBERZERIT D= DERERBEREDIIREIC DL
T. HFER(ICHFMOPIEERE (WwiP0) ICIRHET S
EERBDD,

(i) EFEESRERICESIISEREEDEFD
EEREOREL
e BEEQEBHEICEL. ERETOERDOXEZ. EE
EEORDOD [CHFRMBIFABEKE (wiPo) ZRHE LT
FREMNSERICLISBFHIBMICANIT S CZAREET
Do



4) Revision of the Trademark Act

Since November 2020, the JPO had deliberated on further
review of the trademark system based on the discussions
held at the Trademark System Subcommittee under the
Intellectual Property Committee of the Industrial Structure
Council of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. In
February 2021, the subcommittee proposed a revision of the
trademark system to the JPO, with a report titled “Desirable
Trademark System in the Post-Corona/ Under the Corona
Pandemic”, which includes;

(i) Regulating Cross-border Transactions of Counterfeit
Goods under the Trademark Act, etc.

e Anoverseas vender's commercial act of sending
counterfeit goods directly to customers in Japan should be
newly specified as infringement of a trademark right and a
design right, at the time when those goods enter the
territory of Japan.

(ii) Review of the Method for Paying an Individual Fee and
the Method for Sending a Certified Copy of a Decision to
Register the Trademark for an International Application
under the Madrid Protocol.

e The method for paying an individual fee for an international
application under the Madrid Protocol should be changed
from two-part payment (first payment at the time of filing
the international application and second payment at the
time of registration of the trademark right in Japan) to a
lump-sum payment (paid in full at the time of filing the
international application). At the same time, it should be
made possible to send a certified copy of a decision to
register the trademark electronically together with the
statement of grant of protection sent via WIPO.

4) iSiREIE

2020FE 11 BLARE. 45357 (&, EEBSBEZSNNMED
RNEBEHENEERCHVT. TNETOERERZX-
BIEHEOELDIRELICDVWTEHET o> CE/, 2021
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FOOFERICBIIBEFEDOEDSICDVT] 2%k
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BRUBE#EDREEAB DTS,

(ii) ESSESFREEICEREIENFHHOMEEERY
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o ERBIZERHEICOVT. BRIFHBOMNTAEEZ.
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5) Revision of the Act on Special Provisions for
Procedures related to Industrial Property Right
Fundamental Issues Subcommittee under the Intellectual
Property Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, launched in October
2020, proposed a revision of the fee structure to the JPO, with
a report titled "Desirable Industrial Property Right Policy in the
Post-Corona/ Under the Corona Pandemic", which includes;

(i) Simplification of the Deposit System
(Abolition of Deposit of Patent Revenue Stamps and
Introduction of Cash Deposit)

¢ With regard to the method for paying patent fees, etc.,
Simplifying the procedure by abolishing deposit of patent
revenue stamps and introducing cash deposit.

5) IXFIBEICHI SFHEFORGICET D
BEREOWIE

2020F 10B IS5 LI - EXBEEESNNMES RS

EXBHBENRESTIR. 2021FE2BICUTOARABTZETH

S22 [ 200 /RAIOFEBRICEIT D EEREE

BEDED A Z#RFT LT,

(i) FMHIEOERL
(HEFEMEFMOBLLRURE T IR S REER)
o BHEREDOFMAEICDOVT, FEFMERLLRET
M cTFREBRILT S



6) Revision of the Patent Attorneys Act

Since October 2020, the JPO had deliberated on further review
of the patent attorney system based on the discussions held
at the Patent Attorney System Subcommittee under the
Intellectual Property Committee of the Industrial Structure
Council of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. In
February 2021, the subcommittee proposed a revision of the
patent attorney system to the JPO, with a report titled
"Direction of the Revision of the Patent Attorney System”,
which includes;

(i) Addition of Business of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fishery IP
(New Plant Varieties/Geographical Indications)

¢ Consultation services and support for filing foreign
applications with regard to IP rights related to agriculture,
forestry and fisheries (new plant varieties/geographical
indications) should be added as business that can be
undertaken by patent attorneys.

(ii) Addition of Consultation Services Relating to
Preparation of Opinions under the System for Seeking
Comments from Third Parties in Patent Infringement
Litigation, etc.

e Consultation services relating to the system for seeking
comments from third parties in patent infringement
litigation, etc. should be added as business that can be
undertaken by patent attorneys.

(iii) Change of the Name of Professional Corporations
(Change from 7okkyo Gyomu Hejin to Benrishi Hojin)
e The Japanese name of corporations to which patent
attorneys belong should be changed from fokkyo gyomu
hajin to benrishi hojin.

(iv) Introduction of Professional Corporation in the Form of
One-Person Corporation
e The number of patent attorney members required for
incorporation and survival of a corporation to which patent
attorneys belong should be changed from "two or more" to
‘one or more.”

6) #ELEMIE

2020F 10 BLARE. 45377 (&, EEBSEZSNNMED
BERBE+HIENEERICSVT. TNETOZREREX
EREBLIHEDELDIRELICDVWTEREZT O TS,
2021 F2BICRUTOABTZECHES [FELTHIEDOR
BLOABMEICDWVWT] ZAKRLTE.

(i) B/KME (emommE - wEnxs) EFEOEM

o« EMKEREDMNEE (EnoFmat - hiEnks) (CF
I OMEREBRONEEEZEERBICDOVT, AELHMT
STEDTEDEBELTEMT B,

(i) SHFERSHRBZICHIIE=BFEREEHETOD
BEREKICET 3 RAEFOEM
s B ERERINEICHIIZIE=-ZEREEFEICHETS
MERERICDODVT, AEBEMTIOIZEDTESIEHKELT
SENIERSN

(iii) FZARHOEE (IrLBEALSRELEANOEE)
o REFDABT IEADZIICDUVNT, BFHFEHEEAD
SABEEANICETT D,

(iv) WEFRBEAD—ANBARIEDEA

o REBTOEY SEADRI - FRBHICDOVWT, AHE
THE2BUENS TEZULEICEET B,
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Initiatives for Operational

Improvements at JPO

1) JPO Design-Driven Management Practice
The “Design-Driven Management*"” compiled at the “Study
Group on Competitiveness and Design*?’, hosted by the METI
and the JPO in FY2017, proposes that there is also a need for
design-driven management to be put into practice in
government. Consequently, in August 2018, the JPO put
design-driven management into practice by establishing the
position of “Chief Design Officer (CDO)”, under whom the
“Design-Driven Management Project Team” was formed, in
order to improve the quality of administrative services.

In March 2020, the JPO compiled the "Handbook on
Design-Driven Management"*3 and the "Collection of
Challenges in and Solutions for Design-Driven Management"*#
(a collection of case examples of leading companies
engaging in design-driven management) as compilations for
providing answers to questions from business persons
intending to take on design-driven management as well as
providing references for putting such management into
practice.

In FY2020, the JPO newly launched "Work and Work Style
Reform Team" and "SME Design-Driven Management Support
Team" in addition to the existing "PR Team" and "Vision Team"
(former "Osaka-Kansai Expo Team").

In addition, members including the JPO Commissioner and
the CDO are reviewing the JPQ's vision and mission to ensure
that all JPO officials will work to tackle challenges toward one
goal.

e The "Work and Work Style Reform Team" discusses the
desirable work style, including operational and
environmental improvements in the "new normal" so that
individual JPO officials can perform their tasks by fully
demonstrating their motivation and abilities while
increasing productivity.

e The "SME Design-Driven Management Support Team,"
which aims to promote SMEs' initiatives for design-driven
management, identifies key elements of design-driven
management through interviews with SMEs and analysis of
case examples, and considers proposed models for the
introduction of design-driven management according to the
challenges facing individual SMEs.

REIFICHITSEFHNEOEIE

1N R/IFICHITIBITVA VEEDRE

2017 FEICRBEES - BATHIRELL [EEHRRHE
THAVEEIDIMRS ] (CEVWTERDxEEOHE [[TY
AVRE] BEE] F1ICBVWT, TRICBVLWTH [FHr Y
BE| ZRELTOKZEDOREBENIREESNZ, NZER
F. HHFFTE. TRV —CRADREDOE LEZRSD =0,
2018F8BIC [FH'« ViRfEEEE (cD0) | ZRBL. £
OFIC [FPAURETOVIINF—L] ZXBLEF,. 7
PAURBZEELTWS,
2020F3BIC. TN STFPA URBEICF LY ILEEV
EBRBEIRAN—-YVOERDEEZBREL. KT D
BOSEICLTWEELIZS)., [T UBENVYRTY ]
e THAURBICDBATVWDREDSERZBNT
3 [[TPA4URE] OFBEBASEM] “ZWMDF LD,
2020FE (& [RFF—Ll. Y3 YF—L (RAK - Bf
BF—L) ] [TNX. FlzlC [EH - BSHREF—L]. [H
INEEDOT A VREZEF— L] IS LT

F0fth, SEEBESEN—DOBEIZICEN > CREICERDA
ATV B2, REPCDOBEDIZAY/N—THHFTD
Eyay - =vyavaEEsLTund,

o [¥7 - BEHUEF — L] TlE, £EMZELSEAED
SEEANEMN - HEHEERICREBLCERZZRTIDE
O, FEHBICS I 2EBUSrPREEHFZSOAS
B D& D 5%,

o [HNBREDTY A VREZIEF— L] TIE. A/MBEED
FUA UREOREEHET 370, HINBEADETY
VIOREFDOHAHEBL T, THA VREDERDEVH
LZTS LT, RINBEDFEICR LT vigEE
ADET I DREE#EST,

http://www.meti.go.jp/press/2018/05/
20180523002/20180523002-1.pdf

BA:E
http://www.meti.go.jp/committee/
kenkyukai/
economy.html#sangyo_design

https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2019/03/
= 20200323002/20200323002-1.pdf



http://www.meti.go.jp/press/2018/05/20180523002/20180523002-1.pdf
http://www.meti.go.jp/committee/kenkyukai/economy.html#sangyo_design
https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2019/03/20200323002/20200323002-1.pdf

BUSINESS PERSON'S GUIDE TO DESIGN DRIVEN MGMT.

Figure 2-3-2 | 2-3-2

[Handbook on Design-
Driven Management]

[FoAURENVETYY]
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Figure 2-3-3 | 2-3-3

[Collection of Challenges in
and Solutions for Design-
Driven Management]
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Response to the COVID-19

Pandemic, etc.

1) Relief Measures for Procedures, etc.

The JPO published on its website*" information on relief
measures on procedural periods for applicants that were
unable to follow procedures within the prescribed time limits
due to the impact of COVID-19.

The JPO also implemented the following initiatives in
response to the declaration of a state of emergency (April 7,
2020).

e The JPO takes flexible approaches, such as not requiring
submission of documentary evidence, for the time being
with regard to relief measures on procedural periods
involving statutory time limits (periods specified by laws
and regulations). For details, please see the JPO website™?.

e The JPO published "Q and A Concerning Handling of
Procedures Affected by COVID-19."

e As it has become difficult to submit a proving document
with a name and seal or a signature affixed thereto in
receiving application of the provisions on exception to the
lack of novelty of an invention, the JPO made it permissible
to submit a proving document with a name and seal or a
signature affixed thereto on a later date. After further
consideration, the JPO abolished the requirement to use a
seal or signature to the proving document in December.*3

These relief measures are also announced on the JPO's
English website** mainly for informing overseas applicants.

In addition, the COVID-19 IP Policy Tracker*® of the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) gathers and
provides information on relief measures adopted by IP offices
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the JPO has also
actively been providing information on its relief measures. The
JPO will continue to make efforts to provide prompt and
accurate information to users, including overseas applicants,
S0 as to increase the transparency and predictability of its
relief measures.

MBIOFIANARRIEMLKICHS

4

MIBEICDWVWT

1) FEEEOHBFI/EICOWVWT

FEOOF DA I ABREDOREICK DPTEDIBBANIC Fit
DTCEELESTZHBEAFICHT LT, FiaiiE OIS & F5F
FFo T I8 1 (2I8E,

Flo. BREBREE $M254870) BDEHSNIEIEHE

(F. UTOEEZ Ef.

o SEEHIAE (ESIcLDZOESAERDSNTVSEE) OFHEIR
ROFIZDOVWT, HEOBIL. SHEFEDREZVEE LK
W&, ZEANIGZSENM. S#BICDVWTIE. BFToz D
YA 2ZsBancu,

o FEOOF VA INABREICLDEEEF (T -FHOE
DIRWICEET Q& Al Z18H.

o FHEBOFHMRMERIDFINEEDBRERITDICHIZ> T,
SERIBEINIIBRDHDAREDRH PR LR REIEL
2 DS, BRIBHNEZBRDH DIPEZE> TR
TR EZHBEE T DN ZEEN . SOEDIBAZTED.
12 BICIZEIFAE OIFEIRUBRERELREE LTz, *2

Wepgbsitem -\ (4 (BN REEASE T ICAS R BisE
DIV A R THEMLTVS,

Fo. MFEVPRBHENERS (wip0o) @ COVID-19 IP Policy
Tracker*>Tld, EEOHE IO S BEERFEEICDOVNT
DIERZEENLTED, HTbBEEBREZEENICEM
LTWB, 3l&fHms. BAEBAZECI—Y—ICWL. @&
RODIERAERREZTV. SIEOERYE - TRMEEEC
BHTW,

https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/koho/info/
covid19_tetsuzuki_eikyo.html

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/koho/
¥ saigai/covid19_legitimate_reasons.html

BA:E
1 https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/koho/
saigai/covid19_tetsuzuki_kyusai.html

English
2 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/other/patent/hatumei_reigai.html

B4
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
¢% rule/guideline/patent/

¢ hatumei_reigai.html



https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/koho/info/covid19_tetsuzuki_eikyo.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/koho/saigai/covid19_legitimate_reasons.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/koho/saigai/covid19_tetsuzuki_kyusai.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/other/patent/hatumei_reigai.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/hatumei_reigai.html

2) Promotion of Online Interviews

Interviews have played an important role in facilitating

communication on examination or appeals/trials between

examiners or administrative judges and applicants, etc.

Conventionally, such interviews were mostly held in person at

the JPO's building, etc. However, in line with the spread of

COVID-19, the JPO has actively held online interviews from

the viewpoint of preventing infection, and has worked to

develop an environment for smoothly holding interviews
online.

¢ As online interviews, the JPO has held interviews using a
web application, in addition to the conventional video
conference interviews.

e The JPO made it unnecessary for participants to sign the
interview records manually unless they desired to do so,
and has promoted digitization in the preparation of
interview records.

e The JPO has used emails for sending and receiving
interview records, etc.

English x5 [
iz https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/koho/
saigai/covid19_procedures.html

2) AV 54 VIEEDHE
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FFAFTTEECES L TERET FERNDRF L o7z, ME

JOF DA )V ABERELRICHN., BEFHOBRIDNSH Y

SA VEERZBEENICERT D EEDIC. FVSA U THE

BEMBICERTEILIBBEOEREITOTLD,

o FVSAVTEMIDEMEEL T, RRERLTVWSTL
EEZFICNZ. Web 77U T —yav=FBLERED
S8

s SMENFELAVRDEELRICSITEEZAEL
L. EIEEIRIERDEF L EHEE,

o MESHFSDOEZEICHITIBEF X —ILDSER,

https://www.wipo.int/covid19-policy-
tracker/#/covid19-policy-tracker/
ipo-operations
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Dissemination of Information on

JPO's Measures to Overseas Users

BNI1—-Y—ICxHIS
BHAESEFT R DIEHREE

130

In 2020, the JPO started to regularly disseminate information
to overseas users regarding matters such as JPO's measures
that are available to overseas users and latest statistics.*'
Through such dissemination of information, the JPO supports
overseas users in filing applications with the JPO and
smoothly obtaining rights in Japan, and it promotes their
understanding of JPO's activities.

e In 2020, the JPO launched "The JPO Quick Reads" on the
JPO's English website in order to disseminate information
on a regular basis.

e |n 2020, the JPO disseminated information 13 times, with a
focus on information on measures that are available to
foreign users, such as the accelerated examination system,
Al/loT-related initiatives, and international cooperation that
contributes to global acquisition of rights.

e The JPO also disseminated information through its official
Twitter account™?2 in order to bring information to an
extensive range of overseas users.

20204, BERESFHTE. BAI—Y—@TIc, BAI—
Y —HF AT B H AR T DR IEEHR - RRaTIBHRE
DEMLIBRAEZHB LY, FBEREEICLOT. B
AI——IC L DHEERFTADOLEE - BE4EEFbEX
EIDEEHIT. HEBERHFTOEHINDEBRZREL TL
3,

o 20204, HEHFTR—ALR—IHEEY A MTHVTERN
12 [The JPO Quick Reads| ZRa8.

e 202021, 13EICHIzD. PHIEESIE. Al - 0T
EORHE. 2 O—/NIVEHERMEICE T 2 E I OEHE
&L AEI—Y - FIF g ArERIEHRZ /D C 15 Z F
=B

o BEHFFFAR Twitter 2 ICKBREZHBL., BAI—H—
(ZIA< BN,

English English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/
quickreads/index.html

*2 = =
ii% 4

https:/twitter.com/JPO_JPN/
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https://twitter.com/JPO_JPN/

Figure 2-3-4 | 2-3-4

[The JPO Quick Reads
banner]

[The JPO Quick Reads
AA—I]

The JPO et

(Quick Reads

Tips for making the most of JP0O's initiatives!
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and Opposition Flow Chart
wHH - EFHDRN

Schedule of Fees (as of April 1,2021)
EEMEERRNE—E 212481889

Organizational Chart
HEEER

Contact information
BiR G EFIGH

132






! After 18 Months from the Filing Date |
' HER, 5180 BiEiBE

|

Request for Laying Open
i of Applications
; HERRR DR

Publication of
Unexamined Applications

A

Opposition Period
(within 6 Months)
SNRAIRIE (6D ALIA)

—

Decision to Grant

Formality Examination

Request for Examination

Substantive Examination
HE

Application
B

l

Y

Examination Request
HFREE Period (within 3 Years)
| FEERAIA (3FLAR)

)

14

= ; BEERGL

l

Deemed Withdrawal
HELRT

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, |

“ ! No Request for Examination

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, g

l

Notice of Reasons for Refusal

HHER

v

fiihe e

l

Written Opinion/Amendment

Registration of Establishment

_ ) A

Publication of Gazettes

DIWFEAT

v

Opposition
REAIL

l

BRE-HES

Decision of Refusal
EREE

v
Request for Appeal against
an Examiner's Decision of Refusal
BB EETIRE IR

*0nly in the case of the
examination conducted
upon the submission of
the written opinion or
amendment

*BRE-WESREZD
HEDBEDH

‘Appeal Period
(within 3 Months)
EHIEAREARS

L (3HALIR)

*0nly in the case of the
proceedings
conducted upon the
submission of the
written opinion or the
request for correction.

*BRERL FTEFKRE
DEEDBEDH

BUHRE

*Notice of reasons for
revocation (advance
notice of a trial
decision) shall be made
to give an opportunity
for correction.

* BUHERERIEH CRED FE)
NEnBHBEFTEOHS
P5z5N3,

134

Decision to Revoke*

\

Notice of Reasons for

Proceedings
32

* Amendment may be
made only when a
request for appeal is
submitted concurrently.

*HIEREHFEREEIFD

Written Amendment*
m : 3

1)

Revocation
EUHIZEBA

!

Written Opinion/Correction
BRE-SIE

Decision to Maintain

i

Request for Trial
3

l

Written Reply
/Correction
ERE-E

l

I5E

Proceedings
32

l

Notice of Reasons
for Invalidation

for Invalidation

Reconsideration by
L Examiners before
Appeal Proceedings
AIEHE

1)

Proceedings
31

l

Notice of Reasons
for Refusal

JERIEdB
Written Opinion/Amendment
BRE-HEE

BEDHAEE

| Decision to Reverse

Decision to Maintain
RER >

N ERERIER :
Written Reply
/Correction H
ERBEE * Advance notice of a trial :
decision shall be made to '
Trial Decision Trial Decision (g:g/rereacrtwiggportumty o} :
to Maintain to Invalidate* . ) '
5 5 *BROTFENSNBIBE, g
il AR OEORENS25NS. :
: v E
: --> Intellectual Property High Court (

oo A ER S H PR

v

Supreme Court

RSN



Utility Model / ER#

Application
HER

!

Requirements

Examination of Basic
BROBEGEE

!

Formality Examination
B

Invitation to Amendment
WERS

|

!

‘ Written Amendment ‘

Dismissal of Application
HERHT

Registration of Establishment } ____________ > ‘ Statement of Correction ‘
2

I

Formality E ination
FREE

!

Examination of Basic

BRNENEE

Requirements

!

Publication of Gazettes Registration in the Registry Invitation to Amendment
DIRFEAT EEER WERS
: ‘ Written Amendment ‘
: EZ
M

Request for Utility Model
Technical Opinion
RAMRRMEEOHK

{ Dismissal of Correction }

JPO STATUS REPORT 2021

135

ey ‘ soxipuaddy



Design / BE

Application
HiER
{ Formality Examination }

Substantive Examination *0nly in the case of
the examination
conducted upon the
submission of the
written opinion or
amendment.

*ERE - WEBRLE
DEEDHBEDH
Decision of Registration Notice of Reasons for Refusal
EMETEEEA
_______ Registration of Establishment ¢ Written Opinion/Amendment
d REESR BRE-WER
Publication of Gazettes Decision of Refusal —
i DIFET {EREE
: : Appeal Period
: H (within 3 Months)
: FIERRAAR
o N (3HALAM)
o Request for Appeal against
L N Request for Trial for Invalidation an Examiner's Decision of Refusal
BAFHER IERERTIRE R

Proceedings Proceedings
=B HE

Notice of Reasons Notice of Reasons
for Invalidation for Refusal
EXEEE fitichad: ]
Written Opinion Written Opinion/Amendment
BERE-WER
Trial Decision Trial Decision . . N
to Maintain to Invalidate Declsmsnato;;everse Demsu;;"fo’lgealntaln
HEER
: v :
R 5 Intellectual Property High Court R |
MBI ES SRR
<
Supreme Court
BRSSP

136



Examination, Appeals, Tr

Application
HER

!

Formality Examination
FREE

Publication of
Unexamined Applications
DERE

ials, and Opposition Flow Chart | =& &E¥DREN

Substantive Examination

Decision of Registration
SREE

)

Registration of Establishment

—
Publication of Gazettes
DIRFLT i
Opposition Period i H
(within 2 Months) : g
ERITHARS i
2HALAm) v H
Opposition H
L+ Lo
Proceedings
*0nly in the case of w2
the examination for l H
opposition H
conducted upon the Notice of Reasons E
submission of the for Revocation !
written opinion HHIR R @A i
*BRERHEDBEBO l :
BEDH H
Written Opinion
BRE !
Decision Decision Decision
L to Revoke to Maintain g to Reverse
HUHRE HESRE g EHRER
v
Request for Trial for Invalidation/Rescission
EAMFHIER - BUHEHIEER

)

Proceedings
=i

l l

Trial Decision Trial Decision to

to Maintain Invalidate/Rescind
HIER ERER - BUHER
& &
_______________________________________ 5  Intellectual Property High Court
B ES SRR
M
Supreme Court
mEHHIR

*0nly in the case of
the examination
conducted upon the
submission of the

. written opinion or
Notice ofgg;:\is!*f;r Refusal amendment.
*BREB-WEBRDE
! DEEDREDH
Written Opinion/Amendment
BRE-BER
Decision of Refusal
{EREE PN
. Appeal Period
0 (within 3 Months)
v EHISARAAR
Request for Appeal against (3AkM)
an Examiner's Decision of Refusal h 4
{EREETIRE I
Proceedings
Ei
Notice of Reasons
for Refusal
$EABIREEA
Written Opinion/Amendment
BRE-WER
Decision
to Maintain
EHRER
f&ooscocoscosoanonosnasosoosnonoaconosncoaaSs
JPO STATUS REPORT 2021

137

saxipuaddy

e



Patent application /%55 ¥14,000
Application in foreign language /A EFE E EHER ¥22,000

Entry into the national phase in Japan (under the PCT)

BEAE 18450 58 1 ORI L5FE S

Note: Applicants are required to pay registration fees for the 1st-3rd years in a lump sum at the time of filing
ERMRICOVTE HBRBEHE TR 1 FHOBEIFETOERMEERMNEZHRERICHNITIBEDNBHDET,

Utility Model application/ SEFR#TR &R HFR ¥14,000

Entry into the national phase in Japan (under the PCT) ¥14.000

ERMTEE I8RO S5E 1 HOREICLDFH '

Design application/BIEZ#HER ¥16,000

Trademark application./@EtRE R HER ¥3,400 +(¥8,600 per classification./¥8,600 x X%

For patent applications filed on or after April 1, 2019./¥m 31548 1 BUABEO LR
* (b), (c) For patent applications whose international filing date is on or after April 1,2019./(b). (c) [P 3144 B 1 BUEOEREEHZE I DL

Request for examination/ i FEE & ¥138,000 + (¥4,000 per claim/¥4,000 x &KIEH)

-where the international search report has been established
by the JPO (under the PCT) ¥83,000 + (¥2,400 per claim/¥2,400 x $&RKIEH)
(e D ERF R E RS = (FRL L - E SR FE)

-where the international search report has been established
by an International Searching Authority other than the JPO (under the PCT) ¥124,000 + (¥3,600 per claim./¥3,600 X F5KIEH)
(T AN D ER AL RS = fER LT E RS EF R

-where the search report has been established
by a designated searching organization ¥110,000 + (¥3,200 per claim./¥3,200 X $55RKIE%1)
(FESHATHELZNURAEREEZRRLIES)

For patent applications filed on or before March 31, 2019,/ 314 3 B 31 HARIDOHR
* (b),(c) For patent applications whose international filing date is on or before March 31,2019,/ (b). (c) 33 3143 B 31 BURIOEREEEZE Y 2 HE

Request for examination/ & &S ¥118,000 + (¥4,000 per claim.”¥4,000 X 555RIE0)

-where the international search report has been established
by the JPO (under the PCT) ¥71,000 + (¥2,400 per claim./¥2,400 x s55RIE%)
(FEFT D ER R ERR S Z 1ER LICE RS )

-where the international search report has been established
by an International Searching Authority other than the JPO (under the PCT) ¥106,000 + (¥3,600 per claim/¥3,600 X s&5KIEH)
(FEF T A D EPRER R $R S 2 1R R L= ERRIS EF L FR)

-where the search report has been established
by a designated searching organization ¥94,000 + (¥3,200 per claim./¥3,200 X F5RIEE)
(HEERAEREI RN URAERSEZIRRLEESR)

Request for Registrability Report” ER# SRR iMTEHMEEE K ¥42,000 + (¥1,000 per claim/¥1,000 x &K1

-where the international search report has been established
by the JPO (under the PCT) ¥8,400 + (¥200 per claim./¥200 X &RIEH)
(T D ERFRER S ER LB EAHME SRR

-where the international search report has been established
by an International Searching Authority other than the JPO (under the PCT) ¥33,600 + (¥800 per claim./¥800 X &&KIE#)
(R USN D ER AR S 2 ER LB AMRE R HER)
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For patent applications requested for examination on or before March 31, 2004/ 5% 16 % 3 B 31 B& CICE&FEKRZ LIz

1-3rd year/$815-5834 annually /8% ¥10,300 + (¥900 per claim ./ ¥900 X 5KIE%R)

4-6th year/EAF-% 65 annually /&% ¥16,100 + (¥1,300 per claim.”¥1,300 X &KIE#)
7-9th year/$E7%F-%9%F annually /&% ¥32,200 + (¥2,500 per claim./¥2,500 X &KIE)
10-25th year/8 105 -%25% annually /&% ¥64,400 + (¥5,000 per claim.”¥5,000 X &KIE#)

For patent applications requested for examination on or after April 1, 20045 164 B 1 HUARICEEHRZ LIz HEE

1-3rd year /581 5-583% annually/B% ¥2,100 + (¥200 per claim /¥200 X 55KIE%8)
4-6th year /S AFE-% 65 annually /&% ¥6,400 + (¥500 per claim /¥500 X 55K 1E%8)
7-9th year/$E7%F-%94F annually /&% ¥19,300 + (¥1,500 per claim./¥1,500 X KIE)
10-25th year/ S 10F-5%25% annually /&4 ¥55,400 + (¥4,300 per claim./¥4,300 x 55KIE%)
1-3rd year/ 58 1§-5834F annually /&% ¥2,100 + (¥100 per claim./¥100 X &5KIE%)
4-6th year/EBAFE-E65F annually /B4 ¥6,100 + (¥300 per claim /¥300 X 53KIE%)
7-10th year/SB7F-%104F annually /2% ¥18,100 + (¥900 per claim./¥900 x FRIEH)
1-3rd year/#1%E-83F annually /&% ¥8,500

4-25th year

(4-15th year for Designs applications filed by March 31,2007/ annually/&E% ¥16,900

4-20th year for Designs applications filed by March 31, 2020)

SEAF-FI5F

(FM19F3 B 31 BLRIOHEEIZE 15FET/
SM2E3 831 BUAIOHMBISE20FET)

Registration fee /EtE& iR} ¥28,200 per classification./¥28,200 X X%
-Payment of registration fee by installments./ 2 #t& (7188 - #%H#33z3453) ¥16,400 per classification./¥16,400 X X53#
Renewal fee /B E RS ¥38,800 per classification./¥38,800 X X53#k
-Payment of renewal fee by installments./ 2#\&8 (Fiff - #HAZ$h53) ¥22,600 per classification./¥22,600 x X%3#

For details, see JPO website.

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/process/
tesuryo/hyou.html

LEDSOHE - FERFICOVTIE
FRFTOT YA b TR <IZE 0,
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/process/
tesuryo/hyou.html
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Commissioner
HETRE

Deputy Commissioner
FETRES

Policy Planning and
Coordination Department
HRASED

Trademark and Customer
Relations Department
BEEEBD

Patent and Design Examination
Department (Physics, Optics,
Social Infrastructure and Design)
EEF B

Patent Examination Department
— (Mechanical Technology)
BEEECH

Patent Examination Department

EEB=H

Patent Examination Department
— (Electronic Technology)
EEFMED

Trial and Appeal Department
EHIE
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Personnel Division

Budget and Accounts Division
EEHE S

IP Promotion Division
BER%IES

International Cooperation Division
ErF iR

Customer Relations Policy Division
BEERE

Trademark Division
iR

Administrative Affairs Division

— (Chemistry, Life Science and Material Science)

Trial and Appeal Division
EHIR

General Coordination Division

Policy Planning and Research Division
TEHER

International Policy Division
EIRRERERER

Application Division
HERER

Design Division
BER



Total
HES

Examiner/Administrative Judge
BE-BYE

Examiner
BEE

Patent Examiner
S RANE 888

Design Examiner
RBE ®&8

Trademark Examiner
&R BEEE

Administrative Judge
EHE

General Staff
—REEE

FY2011 FY2012  FY2013  FY2014  FY2015  FY2016  FY2017  FY2018  FY2019 FY2020
2895 2880 2852 2837 2821 2804 2,788 2,780 2,792 2,789
2,297 2,298 2,285 2,280 2275 2,270 2,263 2,257 2,253 2,257
1,910 1911 1898 1,893 1888 1,887 1880 1874 1,870 1,877
1,711 1,713 1701 1702 1,702 1,702 1,696 1,690 1,682 1,666
51 51 51 49 48 48 48 48 48 50
148 147 146 142 138 137 136 136 140 161
387 387 387 387 387 383 383 383 383 380
598 582 567 557 546 534 525 523 539 532

(The total number of JPO staff at the end of each FY unit : people/F#ERDEEL B A)
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The JPO's address and a map showing its location are as
follows. Please see the following website for detailed direc-
tions and information on how to enter the JPO building.

Address: 3-4-3 Kasumigaseki,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8915, Japan
TEL: +81 33581 1101

Detailed directions and entrance information:

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/
access/map.html

If you have any inquiries about industrial property rights in
Japan, please contact us at the following e-mail address or
fax number.

E5

=

OB

I% English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/fag/list.html

E-mail address for inquiries to the JPO: PA0842@jpo.go.jp
Fax number: +81 3 3581 0762

The National Center for Industrial Property Information and
Training (INPIT) provides various services such as the provi-
sion of information on IP rights, the provision of information
and support through consultation desks, etc., and support for
the strategic utilization of IP and development of human
resources specializing in IP.

IP Offices at the Bureaus of Economy, Trade and Industry
support, according to regional needs, wider use of IP system
and utilization of rights, and introduce support systems.

Kansai Bureau of Economy,

Trade and Industry IP Office
IEHREEER MOMER

E-mail: kin-chizaihonbu@meti.go.jp

Kanto Bureau of Economy,

HRBEEXES M ER

INPIT-KANSAI
E-mail: ip-js01@inpit.go.jp

Shikoku Bureau of Economy,
Trade and Industry IP Office
MEREEERS M ER

E-mail: s-tizaihonbu@meti.go.jp

Chugoku Bureau of Economy,
Trade and Industry IP Office
PERBEERER MW ER

E-mail: cgk-tokkyo@meti.go.jp

Kyusyu Bureau of Economy,
Trade and Industry IP Office
NNEEEXS M ER

E-mail: Q-chizai@meti.go.jp Chubu Bureau of Economy,

Trade and Industry IP Office
HEIEEER MM ER
E-mail: chb-chizai@meti.go.jp

Trade and Industry IP Office

E-mail: kanto-chizai@meti.go.jp

FFEFT OFT7E. DR F X RO ESDICEDET,

PORA ABHEOHMIITED I T EMEIZS0,
FrfEsth: T100-8915

REHBTREXENEITE4EIS

RFREBSE: 03-3581-1101

PO ABBFEDFHE:

[
s
6]

F BT TR BEEHOCFR.BEICOVLVTOBEE X
ERBICHE CERIBYEBE TR IITITTOE T ML 45
HTUT VA R EEBLSIES,

E.".IFIE-!
BEVWEHOEFEXA—ILTF KL R PA0842@jpo.go.jp
FAX: 03-3581-0762

B4EE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/access/index.html

BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/fag/list.html

MIATBUEAN LEPMBH#EISER - HEE (INPIT) TR E
X(MERBRORME. EXBOFICLDEHREHEZIE. A
IR EOHBRESER. MM EAM OBEREOEET —EX
ZRELTVWEY, BEREEBSFNNPERICSWVTIE.
XU RIEER - #AERZEDXZESEDRRM Y.
TEEHEOBNEZT>THEDET,

Hokkaido Bureau of Economy,
Trade and Industry IP Office
S~ IEBERBEERS M EE
E-mail: hokkaido-chizai@meti.go.jp

~ Tohoku Bureau of Economy,
Trade and Industry IP Office
RILRBEERS NNWPEE

E-mail: tokkyo-chizai@meti.go.jp

National Center for Industrial
Property Information and Training
MIATEUEAN TEPRBIERER - HERE (INPIT)

JPO / #3355 E-mail: ip-sm01@inpit.go.jp

Okinawa General Bureau IP Office
IHBREEHE NN ER
E-mail: oki-tokkyo@meti.go.jp


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/access/map.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/faq/list.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/access/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/faq/list.html

National Diet Building Marunouchi Line/ %,/ Ri#&
E&#HER

@1

Kasumigaseki
Station

Chiyoda Line/FCH#% To Hibiya/ZRL&

Ministry of Finance

- (]
A B A»1g Ministry of Economy,
A3EHO Trade and Industry
Exit 3 REEXE

W 3mmn
Ministry of Education,

@ Cabinet Office Culture, Sports, Science
PIRFT and Technology @
XERRIEE
S To Shinbashi/ Z#ife
SELHN Toranomon Station
NETEGNEETC 0N @ Kasumigaseki W = PR
Building
R EOEC gu® ]
RS\ g
GO S
Exit 8 g
8& O 3
Tameike-sanno Station [ o
LR : ° o
Sotobori St./#ME&ED Ln ES PY
JT Building )
To Akasaka/ Z75iR JTEL Toranomon Hills

’/FELX

The JPO stations IP experts (consultants), who are well versed in - 453FF (& T EE - g (LB % RE 9 DEIK BB DS
IP rights systems, at the offices of groups and organizations that B (CANMIEA ARSI IC @ U = B EFR (RaEe) #HE s
have offices in major countries and regions. Our experts collect a BTWET . REMRL. S E- SO EEHER N E
wide range of information on each country or region’s IP rights . _ _ - o - _
ZRDMEIALY 2 2 T
system and their operations and research them, and they also i T/g’iéfﬂmﬂ}\. %fﬁifl?% UL EE)JO)%E&E::& Bi
provide advice on legal systems to Japanese businesses in each FHRREED S ORI LT EER M OREHER

country or region, by utilizing law firms in the country or region. EHBMEERUSHIERL SO RNA AFETO>TVET,

(Europe/BR#)

JETRO Dusseldorf Office
TR0 T2 R f/’

s

~ 7 C T\EA% (North America,/ )
s JETRO New York Office
Vb0 Za1—-3—IEHR

- (East Asia /EPIF)
JETRO Seoul Office

JETRO Bangkok Ofﬂce/ TR0 YL BT \QQ\\ ~{ {Central and South America/H&X)
kO /AY A EER JETRO Beijing Office W7 T - WEblaly 0
JETRO Singapore OféTce - 0. LSRR "\g()v/wni\ IThO- 5/ OOEHR
>y PN = ™
YO HR—VEHERRT S JETRO Hong Kong Office { o~
) T YThO-EAEEH /
(South Asia,/ @7 Y7) ( Yy PN Al N f
O New Delhi Office \ JJ -~ N ~Japan-Taiwan Exchange ] v/
JET’\R _ew__‘l . N Vo ., ) Association, Taipei Office { /
it - AL BRAETRGS - ALEER [ /
(Middle East and Africa/H&- 7 7U%) <2 : ~
JETRO Dubai Office No. Tel E-mail No. Tel ~ E-mail
e RBIRA i (+1)212-997-0453  IPPT@jetro.go.jp (+66)2-253-6441 bgk_ip@jetro.go.jp
(+55)11-3141-0788 SAO_ipr@jetro.go.jp (+65) 6429-9554 SPR@jetro.go.jp
(+82)2-3210-0195 kos-jetroipr@jetro.go.jp (+91)11-4168-3006 IND-IPR@jetro.go.jp
(+86)10-6528-2781 PCB-IP@jetro.go.jp (+49)211-136020  patent_tcd@jetro.go.jp
(+852)2501-7262  hk_ip@jetro.go.jp (+971)4-564-5878  dubai_ipr@jetro.go.jp

(+886)2-2713-8000 info-k1@tp.koryu.or.jp
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JPO status report is posted on the JPO’s website.
BT AT — 5 ALR—RFHFF U I VAR CIBEL TEDE T,

English
https:/www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/report/statusreport/index.html

Japanese/B#:E
https:/www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/statusreport/index.html

Japan Patent Office March 2021
1 1

[J A8 E] BT 202143R

Z DENRII:. ENR A DT~
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IP creates social and economic value
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