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Examinations/Trials and Appeals
=8 - &¥

I 7 Patents

The JPO has been aiming to achieve the “world’s fastest
and utmost quality patent examinations”, so that once
applicants obtain patents in Japan, the associated
examination results will be upheld overseas to facilitate
the smooth acquisition of rights abroad. To this end, the
JPO has been implementing various measures focused
on “maintaining speed”, “granting high quality rights”,
and “cooperating and collaborating with foreign IP
offices”.

1) Examination Performance

With the acceleration of the intellectual property
creation cycle, comprised of intellectual property
creation, the establishment of rights, and utilization
of rights, there is a growing need to shorten total
pendency, and the JPO has been engaging in initiatives
to speed up examinations. [Figure 2-1-1] [Figure 2-1-2]

2) Initiatives to Speed up Examinations

(i) Securing the Necessary Number of Examiners

In order to maintain and strengthen the patent

examination system, the JPO is working to secure the

necessary number of patent examiners, including fixed-

term examiners.

- For FY2021, the JPO secured a capacity of 1,665
examiners (including fixed-term examiners).

(ii) Outsourcing Prior Art Searches

By outsourcing prior art searches to registered search

organizations, the JPO promotes the speeding up

of examinations and improves examination quality
through utilization of the private sector.

- As of November 2021, there were 9 registered search
organizations.

- In FY2021, the number of outsourced searches was
approx. 134 thousand cases, covering not only patent
documents in Japanese, but also those in English
(approx. 99 thousand cases), in Chinese and Korean
(approx. 24 thousand cases in total) and in German
(approx. 3.3 thousand cases).

D

FEFT I3, BAETHIFZREINE. ZOEEHERHNEBI
THLEAL T, BATHENZELHICEND K574 [HR
& RemBEORHFEERE] OXBEZABL WS, 2L T,
20 MRSE  REmEORFEE] 2XRI 570, 1
HEDRE] [EOBWENDNS ] DEIMGEFT & DEiE-
Bh] 2EETHELADOIHEEEREL TWL5,

1) BEXE

MBS, EMERE. EFEROMNENEY 1 7))L ZnERY
3L, AL E TCORBOEBADZ—ADEEH>TET
BhH. BEODRIICIDBATNS, [2-1-1H] [2-1-2F]

2) BEORE(LICET HEE

(i) BEEDHER

RHEEARHORE - BEOD, FHNEEEZED. &

BERBEBDERICEHTWNS,

(20215 KR, FEEE,665% (FHNEEEZET.) D
T B =R,

(i) ZTEMIXMAEDNNE

BEENTO BITRMXBBAEZEFAERENIL. R

EEADFRBICK2EEORARLEREANLZR > T\,
- BERAEHEORIL. 2021411 ARETIKE,

20T EEOFEHRT. WI3456TH N BAREBREF
NXHERICIRA. BEEBRFFEFX (K9.95 1) . FEBKVER
EEFXE (2.4704). MEBERFXER (33FH) ©
AEHR.
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Figure 2-1-1 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Patent Examinations in FY2020
2020 FEEICH T 2 A EED FA IR HEFL £ TOHAM

Request for Establishment
Examination First Action of Right
BEFHK —REEBEM HEFE
® ®

@

FA Pendency
—REBEEEA

10.2 months on average /1510.20 8
ETOHRE

Total Pendency

TERIL £ TR 15.0 months on average /5915.008

Note: - The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the date of examination request until the JPO sends the first notice of examination
results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a notice of patent grant or a notice of reasons for refusal).

- The total pendency (also called the “standard pendency”) is the period from the date of examination request to withdrawal or abandonment or
until a final disposition (excluding cases where the JPO requests an applicant to respond to the second notice of reasons for refusal due to the
amendments submitted by the applicant, and where the applicant performs procedures they are allowed to use, such as requests to the JPO for
extension of the period of response and for an accelerated examination).

BE: - —RETEMNE TOHRE (FAHRE) 3. FEFRENLFEBICLZBFE/EORVOEN (ZICHFEEX FERERBNE) NPHEBEASAREINDIET
DA,
CHEFMEE TOME ((BEREHE] L0 5.) (3. BEFKRAN LTS - REXIRELD2Z(S2 £ TOME (HEANBESZY 5 LICEREL TRF
FhOBEDINEEEZHBAILKRD 2 L5 BEEP. HFTICHEPROERPRHOEEZROZHEEND, HBEACROHONTVW2FHEFALISEZR
<o)o

Figure 2-1-2 Number of Patent Examination FAs, Number of Patents Granted, and Number of International
Search Reports Established / 3F 8B ED FA 8. HIFEEHEX VEBRRAERSEREROER

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Number of FAs 239,236 232,701 227,293 222,344 232,070

Number of Patents Granted 183,919 177,852 167,945 164,846 172,996

Number of International Search

Reports Established * 45,948 47,934 51,666 50,338 48,502
ERRERE R

Note: 1. The number of first actions in patent examinations is the number of first notices of examination results (for the most part, either a notice of patent
grant or a notice of reasons for refusal) issued by examiners to applicants, etc.

. The number of patents granted excludes the number of patents granted after a request for appeals against an examiner’s decision of refusal was

filed (including patents granted through reconsideration by examiners before appeal proceedings).

The number of international search reports established is the number by year of issuance of international search reports prepared and issued by

the JPO as the International Searching Authority (ISA) under the PCT (the number of international search reports includes that of “decisions of
not preparing an international search report”).

N

w

% : FA &3, BEBICL2BE/REORPOEN (ZIHFEEXIECEBRENS) NHEAASARES NIHFHR,

FFEEFRS, BEEERRENFRUE FIBEEZAL) ORIFSNLRFIEENBVEE,

ERRAEHRSERERIE. PCT OERBEMRE S U THAERFTOMER - %L -ERFERSEORXENEE (BRATRSE . [ERFATRSZER
LRBWRE] & ENS.).
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3) Accelerated Examination System/Super-
accelerated Examination System

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers an accelerated
examination system/super-accelerated examination
system that, upon the request of an applicant, expedites
the commencement of an examination. [Figure 2-1-3]

(i) Accelerated Examination System

- The accelerated examination system for patent
applications may be applied for applications that
are also filed in one or more other countries and
applications by small and medium-sized enterprises,
etc.*’

-In 2021, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 2.7 months on average.

(ii) Super-accelerated Examination System

-The JPO is running pilot programs for a super-
accelerated examination system for highly important
applications, such as applications for inventions that
have already been put into practice and that are also
filed in one or more other countries.

- First action is issued within one month from the
request, in principle (within two months, in principle,
in the case of DO*? applications).*?

- In 2021, there were 1362 requests, and first action
pendency from request for super-accelerated
examination was 0.8 months on average (1.4 months
for DO applications).

3) BHIEE - A—N\—RHESE

—EDEHEDT T, HBANLOBEEZZ (T TEEDEFH
HEBEICKNTREDZRHESE - R—/N\—RHEELEH
LTW2, [2-1-3H]

(i) RHEE

- RFEEICE T2 RHEEOTRIE. ARICHEHELT
WD HIFE, RNREEDLES,

- 202150, RPFEEOREN > —RETRA F TOHME
[3F192. 79 R,

(i) R=N—BRHEE

- BEICEML TWAHRERBICHEZEEN DARICHHEL T
WBHEETHD. SNEEEOEVHEZNRELT
A—=N—BRHREEEZHT.

- BENSEREATABLUA (DOHEIZDWTIZRA2A,
BUA) [c—REBEEREEH,

- 2021 DHRFEEEIF,362(6F. A—/—BRHETOHEY
NO—REFBEAME TOHAREIEFH0.80 B (DOHFEIC
DWTIEFE.4DB),

shinsa/jp-soki/index.html

| BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/soki/v3souki.html

*2  Applications that have entered the national  *3 EZ
phase after international application

ERRHER. ERREICBT L HE.

5 BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/document/index/
» supersoukisinsa.pdf
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Figure 2-1-3 Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Patent / {§F RERBE D H HHBDH#ER

Number / #
25,000 22,912 22,401 22,219
20,529 21,137
20,000
15,000
10,000
5,000
0
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Year / &
Note:

- The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Written Explanation of
Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” that were submitted.

BE: - FHEETORRGREG. [RHETICHTI2REHREE] PRES K
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4) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Patent Examination”, which
constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of quality
management, and the “Quality Management Manual
for Patent Examination”, which documents quality
management and its implementation system, the JPO
has been engaging in the following initiatives in order to
realize the utmost quality of patent examinations in the
world.**

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents documents
by examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc.,
managers of the examination office check substantive
and formal aspects of such documents for all cases.

- Examiners consult with other examiners in order to
share search know-how and knowledge, etc., in order
to curb search and decision discrepancies among
examiners.

(ii) Quality Verification

- Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners
are audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and
format before sending official documents to applicants
and agents.

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO
conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-4]

- In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management, which consists
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and
has been implementing initiatives for the quality
management of patent examinations, based on reports
by this subcommittee.

4) REEEICEHYT 3EE

RETBOERARAE LD BHEEICHTZRERY
- RO REEERVZOEBEHICOVTXELLE
SHFEEOREERICETSV=aT7IL] OF. HAES
REOBFEENERICAT TUTOREEZT>TWS ™,

(i) mERE

- BEEICLZBA - BEFICHRD2EAICOWVT, HEEA -
REANICEEINDFIC, BEEEOEERYERHT -
RAICHEDEHEFT V7,

- U—=FU/UoNDY, MBFETHBFLL. EEEOBEOY —
FRHUROEEEINFT 2720, BEEBIIHOBEEL
38 & R .

(ii) RERIE
- BEEICLDLDZOHMKR P ZDERE L TER SN
ZEREBEODHETICOVWT, HEEEENEREEREHIC
EEZ EM,
cBABRIA-Y - —XHIBET DO, BELOERXR
. BRIRGICET 2RRZEM. 1—Y—FEHAE%E
£, [2-1-4H]
- 20148 N O EEBIESER %%ﬂﬂ’]%ﬁﬁﬂ%@?lm
NABEHREI ORI BEEREERNZER BELTH
N, BRNEBEROREEZHE R, ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@uugﬁﬁ
(& 17 2B % £,

22 English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/
hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

HAGE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/
=t hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
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Figure 2-1-4 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Patent Examination Quality
BHABEDE(IC 2L\ IO — Y —THAREDER

Results of User Satisfaction Survey (Overall quality of patent examination on national applications)
A—Y—TERAEOHER (ENLFEICE T 2 HAEELBROEDOTH)

80 100 %
35.2 0.3
321 0.7
36.5 0.5
33.0 24103
32.0 1.2
Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied Neutral Somewhat Unsatisfied Unsatisfied
e HERE R e HEIRE i

Results of User Satisfaction Survey (Overall quality of the international search and international
preliminary examination on PCT international applications)
2A—Y—ERAEOFER (PCT BRLFEICH T2 ERAESLKROEDTM)

80 100 %
43.2 2.3/(0.3
38.3 0.3
‘ \

45.4 26 0.0
38.0 25(0.4
34.7 2.6 0.0

Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied Neutral Somewhat Unsatisfied Unsatisfied

e LB EiE HEHRE i
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5) Revision of Examination Guidelines and Handbook

The Fundamental Issues Subcommittee** under the
Intellectual Property Committee of the Industrial
Structure Council compiled and released a report titled
“Desirable Industrial Property Right Policy in the Post-
Corona/ Under the Corona Pandemic”*¢ (February
2021). The report indicated that, from the perspective of
harmonizing with international standards, the burden
of examination should be optimized by restricting
multiple dependent claims depending on other multiple
dependent claims, and thereby, reducing the discrepancy
between the number of claims and the number of
claims that would be listed if this citation format was not
adopted. In response, on December 15, 2021, discussions
were held at the 16th meeting of the Working Group on
the Patent Examination Standards*” under the Intellectual
Property Committee regarding the operational aspects of
restricting multiple dependent claims depending on other
multiple dependent claims. Based on the discussions,
a description of the restriction is to be added to the
“Examination Guidelines for Patent and Utility Model”,*®
and necessary amendments are to be made to the relevant
parts of the “Examination Handbook for Patent and Utility
Model”.*?

6) Examination Measures for Addressing
Various User Needs

(i) Interview Examinations
The JPO conducts interview examinations to facilitate
communication between examiners and applicants, etc.*° In
response to the needs of applicants and agents, etc. in remote
areas, the JPO not only conducts interview examinations
in the JPO’s building, but also conducts on-site interview
examinations and online interview examinations.*'" It is also
possible to conduct an interview examination with some
of the participants participating online. With the spread of
COVID-19, the JPO actively conducted online interviews from
the viewpoint of preventing infection. As a result, the number
of on-site interview examinations decreased by 93.3% from
the previous year, while the number of online interview
examinations increased by 40.2% from the previous year.
-In 2021, there were 1,689 interview examinations
(of these, 13 were conducted on-site, and 1,423 were
conducted online).

5) BEEE - \V RT vy OMETRE
EXBEEZSANMENREOTOEAMBINEES™(C
BWTEhFeHON, ARSNEHEE [V X30F/
RANIAFERICE T 2EEMEEBRROEND F—ED F
EH—"C] (2021428) Tl EBRAMNOBESERE X,
RIWFRILFIL—L%ZHRL, [FERECH] & [EEHN
BREREDHK] DEEIBLTEHIEEBLT, BEENES
HOBE(ERZ Z ENREN, TNEZIFT, 20214
12B158IC.ANMEARRO TOEEEESMZEST —
FUITIN—-TDEIRAKEICT, JILFIILFIL—
LDFIRICOWTCERHE CORNZT o7, BZMREHERIC
EOF VILFVILFIL—LDOHIRICET 2H% [H53T-
ERMEEEELY| (CBMT DRI ETV. [HEF - =24
FRBEBENY RV OEETZEMICOVTRERE
EZTOFETH 2.

6) ZFHA—Y—=—XICHIET 26D
BEER
(i) EE8E
EEBECHEAZLOBIZEWT, BBICEEREBEERS Z
EEBMELT, mEEEERBEL TV ERMOH
FEACKRBAZOZ—XIIHA. FFTTESTEMEY 2HE
BEOM, HREAEEEPAT Y S0 VAEEE " EREL
TW3, —ZHDSNMEDHA Y54V TSML T, BESE
EEMET 2 EEARETH D, MIEIOF V1)L RERELR
KRIZHEW, BEFBEOBREANOA Y 51 VEEEEBICE
LR, HREBEEEOEMBIIEENHI3.3% AL
FEOD, AV 54 VEEEEDHRIIEED) S40.2%1E
mu 7=,
<2021 D EKIE1,689%F (N, HEEBEEEI3MH. £V
4 VEEEE4234),

*5  The Fundamental Issues Subcommittee was established under the Intellectual Property Committee of the Industrial Structure Council in September
2020 to sort out the current status of cross-sectoral and basic issues, identify issues, and discuss the direction for improvement, including response to
issues that surfaced in the COVID-19 pandemic, and also desirable improvement of the industrial property right systems for promoting innovation, as
well as improvement of the quality of the JPO’s procedures and examination work.

OAOFMTHEELLCRENONBZ SO, 1/ R—=Y 3 VREICRITEEMEEIEOREOH N A, Fo. BHETOFHRLPEBZXEBORER LA L. #IH-
EANLHBICOWTRRZEE UL L TREZHE L. XEINSARUZHERT 720, 2020 F 9 AICEEEERRSNNHMEIBOTICRES NI,
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(ii) Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting
Business Strategy
The Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting
Business Strategy is a measure that supports the
acquisition of rights in time with operations of businesses
by having examiners for multiple applications related to
the business (patent, design, and trademark applications)
coordinate with each other to conduct their respective
examinations.*'? [Figure 2-1-5]
- In 2021, there were 13 applications.
- Of these, there were 122 patent applications, 4
applications for design registration, and 4 applications

(i) BEBRYGE LHEE

BEBRBEWIGE L OBEEIL, BECEEYTIEBMOLE (5

#FERE BB 2NRELT. SNBOBEEN EE LA

NOBEETV., BLERICADELY A IV I TOERL

ERETHHETHD Y [2-1-5H]

- 2021 DHEREIL1 34,

SRR E SN HER122¢, BEEZBHEIAME. 7
EESREREIL 44,

for trademark registration.

Figure 2-1-5 Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting Business Strategy / B3 EBEN G £ & HEE

. : N Building an IP Portfolio /
Entire Project / % Company / {£% LA EDAERIE

Business strategies

Application contents

Manufacturing technology E-£5073 HEOAA
BB P;;;;‘t

Control unit Motor

HlfERE =% }

Battery Materials

Bt ® LLIFLEY ® E7)
Electric vehicle
: L=l In ling with corporate bus_iness activities, Design Trademark
Vehicle body Logotype examiners will collaboratively conduct BE =
ol 7 [mfmy examinations.
(Trademark / FG1Z) BEEHDREDELI AT
BABOEEEICLDHH

*6 B ook *9 5 English AAE

% https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/shingikai/
i sangyo-kouzou/shousai/kihonmondai_
shoi/210203torimatome.html

*7 BAZE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/
shingikai/sangyo-kouzou/shousai/kijun_

wg/index.html

*8 English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/tukujitu_kijun/
index.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
guideline/patent/tukujitu_kijun/index.
html

*10

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/handbook_shinsa/
¢ index.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
guideline/patent/handbook_shinsa/
index.html

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
shinsa/junkai.html

BAZE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/mensetu/junkai.html

*12

https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/mensetu/telesys_mensetu.html

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
shinsa/matome_sinsa.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/general/matome_sinsa.html
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(iii) Phone Communication with Teleworking Examiners
As more examiners telework with the spread of
COVID-19, the JPO established a mechanism for
teleworking examiners to contact applicants, etc. by
phone from April 2021.%"* If examiners received a phone
call from applicants, etc. while teleworking, examiners
can call them back, enabling smooth communication
with users even in a telework environment.

(i) FL7—VHDBEEE L OEEER
FEIAFVAIILARBEELKICHEN, BEEEDTLT7—7
MER D5, 2021F4AL L, TLIT—OFDOBEEENEH
FEAZCEFEBEKRT2FERARBLE, ZNIC&h, T
L7 —VHDBEEICHEAZNOBEEEHLH - 2HEET
(. BEENOOINIBELDEEEENTED LD (240,
TL7—VBRETICEWTE, - —CtDORBEHRIIaz
T—avhaREE o1,

BAZE
https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2021/04/
20210401001/20210401001.html
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7) Improvement of Foundation for Prior Art
Searches

Prior art searches are one of the important pillars for
maintaining and improving examination quality, and
a constant improvement of the foundation for prior art
searches for both patent documents and non-patent
literature is therefore crucial.

(i) Initiatives Related to Machine Translation Texts

- On the retrieval system for patents and utility models
used by examiners, the JPO continues to accumulate
full text Japanese machine translations of US, EP, and
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
patent documents in English and CN and KR patent
documents in order to retrieve and screen documents
in Japanese.

(ii) Initiatives Related to Improvement of Patent
Classifications

- As part of improving the foundation for prior art
searches, the JPO actively discusses proposals to revise
International Patent Classifications (IPC) for example
aiming to make the superior classification entries of Fl
*14and F-term*'> the IPCs. In 2021, discussions were
held on approx. 70 technical areas.

- The JPO is further improving the search index, under
the principle that FI must be compliant with the
latest IPC, in order to search efficiently for Japanese
and foreign patent documents. In FY2021, the JPO
amended the FI scheme for approx. 200 main groups,
and conducted F-term maintenance for approx. 40
themes.

- By automatically assigning FI and F-term to foreign
patent documents utilizing Al, it is possible to search
both Japanese and foreign patent documents all at
once using common patent classifications.

7) FBTRMNXEHAED-HDOEBE R
EOIRMXEAEL. EEDEDHR - M LOIODEER
BO—2THH. ZDI=HDERERFFXH - FERFFXE &
LICEBNICERET D EDVEETH D,

(i) WWMEBIRXICET 2
CBEENSHETIRERRVRATLAICEWVWTE, KE. &R
MR OERMWFEEKE (WIPO) DREBERFXHE.
BORTXMICOVWT, HRBTORRERVRY ) —ZY
T D= DL AABHEMEI R & Mk L TEH,

(i) SFSERHEICET 2EE
CEBEBEO—BE LRI FYI—L " COBN S EE
BzEREHTS5E (IPO b2 2 &R EZBMIC. IPC
BEDREIZTOWTEBHICEREZT > TW5D, 202145
(3. H700FAM DT CHEBHIITHOILIZ,

- BARUAEORTF XM ENERRERT 5720, FlER
FHRDIPCIZEMEE 2 Z &R EZRAE LT, FFNEE
DBEFBEREL TWD, 2021FEE (L, 920041 v 7
IL—TFDOFIEREHREL, 40T —YDFY—LAVT
TV REERLUT=,

-AIZERAL T AESFXXEICFI. FY — LZEMRIC
59232 T, BARUAEORTXMZ, HBEORTS
HEAEBWC, —ETY—FaliEE LT W5,

*14 FI (File Index) is an original patent classification system that is a
subdivision of the IPC governed by the JPO.
FI (File Index) &I(&. IPC Z#iER L7 AAERFTIRE DD,

*15 F-term (File forming term) is an original classification JPO
expanded to various technical aspects (e.g., purpose, use, structure,
material, manufacturing method, processing and operational
method, and means of control) by technical scope (theme).

F % —L (File forming term) & (&, #&ii&EE (F—v) JEICEL4D
RSRR (BR0. AR, 85, Rl BiE WBRMERE. fIHFRE)
=B UBAERFTRE DD,
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8) Initiatives for Al- and loT-related Inventions

(i) Team for Supporting Al Examinations

In January 2021, in order to achieve efficient and high-
quality examinations of Al-related inventions, the JPO
inaugurated the Team for Supporting Al Examinations
to improve the examination environment for Al-related
inventions. The team consists of managers, etc. and
officials in charge of Al, who work together beyond
their responsible technical fields to accumulate and
share knowledge on the latest Al-related technologies
and case examples of examination results, and to hold
discussions on related measures for patent examinations.
The officials in charge of Al collect knowledge from the
respective examination divisions, serving as a hub of
examinations concerning Al-related inventions, provide
consultation services to examiners outside the team and
thereby support examiners in achieving efficient and
quality examinations.

(ii) Examination Guidelines in Manga: Al/loT Edition
In a new attempt that is unparalleled in the world, the
JPO released in April 2021 “Examination Guidelines in
Manga: Al/loT Edition”,*'¢ which introduces the basic
concepts of examination guidelines in manga format. As
users have a strong interest in examinations for Al- and
|oT-related inventions, Al and |oT were selected as the
subject matter to draw the interest of many non-patent
specialists to patent examinations. [Figure 2-1-6]

8) Al BESEA - loT BIEFAAICEE 9 5 EXHE

(i) AIBEXRF—L

202151R. AIBEXRAOHEN I OERELEEZRE
T B0, AIBERRICET 2BEREVEREBSAIR
BEXEF-LERRELU. AIBEXET— L3, EEBE
FLABEHENOBR SN, BYRNOTFEZBR TEEL.
RADAIBERMICET 2MELPEERFDOER - HEXK
VBEY 2 RABEMEORTFLZITI LD TH S, Al
LEIE. AIBERBICETZIREN NI L LT, &8
HPAIDHRZEN L. AIBEXEF —LADEEEHN LD
BRICIH L2 2 T RN OBRELEEORRICAIT
EXEZEIT>TWS,

(i) SEEEEEZE~AI - loTiHE~

202148, HRTHEEAZRBDWH-REAL LT, BEEE
EDEANBREZ FAEBELLL: BEEEEE~Al-l0T
T~ EZRAFR LI AL o TEERBADEEICDOWT(E2—
F—DBELEEWEH, Al - oTEBEMET B2 LT, B
DEMRMADZ DA ICEFHAERICEEKEZF >TELD
ZEHEENELTWS, [2-1-6H]

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/comic_ai_iot_
& e.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
% guideline/patent/comic_ai_iot.html
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Figure 2-1-6 Examination Guidelines in Manga: Al/loT Edition / J@EEEE%E~ Al - 10T fR~

)
Huff, huff. - : ?

| Ai is always too fast to do RM—%b 7 g TE
f H@EEOR T
anything for me to follow::-. g2 g Aoz 3
N\ EHTHF TihF
‘ El i () THTI
4 La&xiEic i B b &
R B f2dxn
2187 |[\ Tiig
J:_g* 3 C &

&

b

)| Wow, Mr. Shinsaki ! ZORBOEBIHWTY T I T T EHAT 55E

Hey,
isn't that you, Ota? _ ArEa—#(RTFHRE)CHT BERTES T,
Long ﬁm:m’m RS —owRERAC LN TESL S AR
How have you been? irtbo
YFLGIT - _ axFa—RiCET I EECESTREL
’,;w.mj @gﬁ?"ﬁ EMF 0SS L E AL, 3
s x| BEEBON ¢ 2 OMEERETBLOL LI AT
LA FOYTLICENT AEREETALD

WMFE—SMEN [Tod7LICETELD]
ICEYTEILNHD

How do you do? HLgmasF

My name is EYEED

SHINSAKI Jun. REeTEns Lo oag

| am an examiner at Twas 2 "3 WEF
ALl & R

the Japan Patent Office. T S

Today, | came to the LA Ao B 1 ’; g

exhibition to learn (- + T

about the latest Jlo |18 3 ¢

technology trends. ; L3 :’) E

" v
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The JPO has been implementing a variety of initiatives
including accelerated examinations and quality
management, in order to appropriately protect designs,
improve convenience for users, and strengthen the
competitiveness of Japan’s companies.

1) Examination Performance

The JPO is working to make examinations more efficient
in order to protect designs promptly and appropriately.
[Figure 2-1-7] [Figure 2-1-8]

2) Accelerated Examination

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers an accelerated
examination system that, upon the request of an
applicant, expedites the commencement of an
examination. [Figure 2-1-9]

- The accelerated examination system may be applied
under the following conditions: (i) applications for
design registration related to implementations with
an urgent need for registration;*' (ii) applications for
design registration that are concurrently filed in one or
more other countries; or (iii) applications for design
registration by businesses, etc. that have suffered
earthquake damage.

-In 2021, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 2.3 months on average.

|2 =e

BEFF Tl BYREEMRECI—Y—0FEER L. F
ERVELEDRENBRIED-O, RHEE. REEESE,
B4 OBEEREL TW5,

1) BEEXRE
BEEZIENDEYCREIT AN, BEOWHR{ELEZEDHTW
%, [2-1-7E] [2-1-8F]

2) RPHAEE

—EDEHDOT T, EBANODOBREZRITTEEDEFH

HEBEICKONTREDL2REHEEFNEZEBEL TV 5,

[2-1-9K]

- PHEEFEONRIE. (1) EIMLISOWTRERKEZER
TLREEBEORESFEE". (i) AECHHELT
W RBREZHFHE. (i) BRICKIBREERIT XS
DEEEFHFE,

- 20215 (3, REABEORED > —REEBM & TOHM
319239 R,

*71  Among (i), the JPO is implementing an initiative to commence
examinations even earlier for applications where there are
counterfeits already in existence and there are no problems in the
application procedure. In 2021, the above period was 0.6 months
on average.

(i) o535, ZRICEMBILVREELLEDTH> T, HEFHICKE
DIEWHEICOWTIE, &N —BRHICEFILZIMEZREL THH.
20271 FORIHRFIET5 0.6 1" Ao
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Figure 2-1-7 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Design Examinations in FY2020
2020 FEICH T2 BESED FA PRROEFLE TOHAM

Application Establishment
Filing First Action of Right
HiFR —REEBEHM  HEFML
® ® ®

FA Pendency

—REEBEAN 6.3 months on average /F#96.3 78
F TOHIA

Total Pendency
R & TDHRE

7.7 months on average /1971 h8

Note: - The FA pendency is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice of examination results to the applicant, etc. (excluding
international applications filed to register designs under the Hague Agreement, for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of
reasons for refusal).

- The total pendency is the period from the application filing to the establishment of right (excluding international applications filed to register
designs under the Hague Agreement, as well as cases in which applicants are required to respond to the second notices from the JPO for
amendments submitted by the applicants within a certain period of time).

- Excluding applications for graphic image, building and interior designs, which are newly eligible for protection under the revised Design Act of 2019.

&% -FABRE HENSEBEICLIBE/RROBIOEN (DFEERFREEEZR<, TICEFEEXFEREHREBNE) NMEBEASAFKEIND  TOMHH,
HEFMLE TOMMIE. HENSEFE TOME (ARBEERERER, £, HBEANVHELROON TV HBZHEVHESZTS ZLICh> T FEF
FhHOBEDISEERHONDZEEFEMR ).
c BMTFEREREEIC L DI ICRELRE B2 EEVRVERICKZBELVICAROBEZ (RS HEDBAZR

Figure 2-1-8 Number of FAs and Decisions of Registration for Design Examinations / EFE&®D FA &k M EREEHROHESR

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

E:?;t;;rofFAs 31,600 31,266 31,749 30,164 31,959
Regtraton 27,976 27,301 27,909 26,465 27,773
BEREEGH

Note: - The number of first actions is the number of first notices of examination results sent by examiners to applicants, etc. (for the most part, either a
decision of registration or notices of reasons for refusal).

BE: FAHRIE BEBCLIBFERRORNOBN (ZICEFEEXIEEEHEMNE) NHBEASARESNIFH

Figure 2-1-9 Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Design / EERHBEE DR HHBDHERE

Number / #
350
317
300
254
250 241
211 218
200
150
100
50
0
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Year / &

Note: - The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Written Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination”
that were submitted.

BE: - FHETORBAHREG. [FHEECHTIBEHRAEE] NRESNARER
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3) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Design Examination”,
which constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of
quality management, and the “Quality Management
Manual for Design Examination”, which documents
quality management and its implementation system,
the JPO has been engaging in the following initiatives
in order to realize the utmost quality of design
examinations in the world.*?

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents documents
by examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc.,
managers of the examination office check substantive
and formal aspects of such documents for all cases.

- Examiners consult with managers about cases that
meet certain conditions in order to curb search and
decision discrepancies among examiners.

(ii) Quality Verification

- Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners
are audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and
format before sending official documents to applicants
and agents.

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO
conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-10]

- In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management, which consists
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and has been
implementing initiatives for the quality management
of design examinations, based on reports by this
subcommittee.

3) METEICEY I

REEEOEARINEAS (EREECHTZ2RERY
V— | RO, REEERVZFOEMAFICOVWTXELLE
(BEEEEOREERICEISY-a7/] OT. tRES
BEOERBENERICAT TUTOIEEZT>TWSE ™,

(i) mERE

-EBEICKDEN - BEEFICHRBIE@ICOWVWT, HEA -
REACEEINZFIC, BEEZOEEBNEAE - BRX
HIChIh2B#FT v,

- BBEEOBOY —FXRYHEOBEEZIH T 272H, —FD
KHICHYTIREICOVWTL, BEEEEEREHES
ES)iiz

(i) mRERE

- BBEICLDUDEOHM RS ZDRERE L TERIND
BREOEERICOWVWT, REEBEENERERXACESR
= K.

AR -Z—XZBET . PELOBRRE
=, EREGICEY 2EREMN. 21—V —FAERAEZ X,
[2-1-10E]

- 20145 8A L N EXBEBBINWMESBEDOTIZ, 4
HEHEN R I2EBERBERNEEREZREL TEN.
UNEEZOREEZEFA. EEOEEOREEEICE
1T % BN & Ko

22 English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/
hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

HAGE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/
=t hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
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Figure 2-1-10 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Design Examination Quality

BREBEDE(ICODVWTOI—H —FHEFAEDER

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

FY /FE
Somewhat Satisfied

I Satisfied
praba) LR R

4) Revision of the Examination Guidelines for
Design

Under the provisions of the revised Design Act of 2019
that came into force on April 1, 2021, the classifications of
articles in Article 7 of the former Design Act and Appended
Table 1 of the former Ordinance for Enforcement
of the Design Act were eliminated. Accordingly, the
“Examination Guidelines for Design”** was revised to
accommodate the amendments. At the same time,
for users to refer to in preparing their applications,
“Examples of the Article etc. to the Design”, which
lists specific examples of the statement in the column
of “Article to the Design” in applications, has been
published on the JPO website as an appendix in the
“Guide for making Applications and Drawings for Design
Registration”.**

Neutral Somewhat Unsatisfied

-
38.8
37.0
35.9‘

22

26.5

Unsatisfied
BT i

4) BEEEEEDYE]

2021 FARTHICHEIT SN SMTFEREREEDREICEL
D IHEEE/ZOYED [X5] L IBREEBTAHRBNRE
—HREEENZIEND, INICHIG L [EEEEEE
DHET#To12. ARIC, I—V—DESERBEOSE LR
585 EED BECKRZ2YE] OWMORLE#FZZF1-—
EX [BEEICRZ2YREDH] =2 [REEFEBEOBEZERY
NEZEDEHDFSIE] ORRE LTHEFT VT 7H1 ~C
AFRLEY,

*3 BEEE English *4
¥ https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
! rule/guideline/design/shinsa_kijun/
B index.html

BAE
= https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
<% guideline/design/shinsa_kijun/index.

html html

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/guideline/design/h23_zumen_
¢ guideline.html

HAGE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
guideline/design/h23_zumen_guideline.
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I 3 Trademarks

The JPO has been implementing various initiatives
including accelerated examinations, fast track
examinations, quality management, and protection of
regional collective trademarks in order to appropriately
protect trademarks, and to improve convenience for
users.

1) Examination Performance

In order to promptly and appropriately protect
trademarks, the JPO is working to make examinations
more efficient and reinforce the examination system.
[Figure 2-1-11] [Figure 2-1-12]

2) Accelerated Examination

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers an accelerated

examination system that, upon the request of the

applicant, expedites the commencement of an

examination.*" [Figure 2-1-13]

-In 2021, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 2.1 months on average.

(3 ms

BEFF Cld. BYREEOREC LY —DOFEER LD
., FREE. 77 AN NIV OER. REEE MEEG
BEDORES, B4OEEEZERL TW5,

1) BEXRE
PIEATUEN DEY] (CIRET N, BEEOUMEL - EEEH
Db ZESH T WD, [2-1-11E] [2-1-12[]

2) RHEE

—EDEHFDT T, HEANLCOHREZRIEEEZEE LD

LRUTS RHEEHEEZRBLTVS " [2-1-13E]

$ 202153, RHBEOREN L —REEHRROBAET
DHARIEF92.15 A,

*71  “Outline of Accelerated Examinations and Accelerated Appeal
Examinations for Trademarks”
[EHREHEE - RHREEOHE)

wE .
English
% https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/shinsa/outline_accelerated_
trademark.html

3 -
P AAE
5 https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/shinsa/soki/shkouhou.html
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Figure 2-1-11 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Trademark Examinations in FY2020
2020 EEICH T 2EIREED FA BB R HEFILE TOHAM

Application Establishment
Filing First Action of Right
HiFR —REEBAN R
e ¢
FA Pendency I E
—REBEEEA 10 months on average /157101 A d
F TOEME !

Total Pendency
HEFEETOHRE

17.2 months on average /911,208

Note: - The FA pendency is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice of examination results to the applicant, etc. (for the
most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons for refusal) (excluding applications related to non-traditional trademarks and
regional collective trademarks).

- The total pendency is the period from the application filing to the registration (excluding applications related to non-traditional trademarks and
regional collective trademarks, as well as cases where the JPO requests an applicant to respond to the second notice of reasons for refusal due to
the amendments submitted by the applicant, and where the applicant performs procedures they are allowed to use, such as requests to the JPO for
extension of the period of response).

BE: -FABRIE. HEVSBEBICLZ2FERBRORNOBEM (EICEREEXFEEEHBENE) NMERAFARKEINDETOHE GFHLLY (1 TOBRERTH
BREAGEIRICHRD HEER<),
HEFMEE TOMMIE, HEN S BRIELS & TOHME FLWS A TOERERCHIBAGEEREICHRD HEEZR< £, HEAVBESZY 5 2 LICEE L TRF
FHOBEDINEEEZHBAILKRDZ &5 BEEP. HFTICHERROEREZRDZBAFEMR< ).

Figure 2-1-12 Number of FAs and Decisions of Registration for Trademark Examinations / FIIZEED FA 4Kk O EREEHBOHER

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Number of FAs 126,407 137,463 134,834 172,931 213,224
Number of Decisions of

Registration 115,754 119,610 117,186 146,708 185,415
BIREEHH

Figure 2-1-13 Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Trademark / B2 REIEE D B HAHROHER

Number / #
12,000 11,204 11,450
10,000
8,110

8,000

6,000 5,278

4,000 3,447

2,000 l

0
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Year / &

Note: - The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of applications for which “Written Explanation of Circumstances Concerning
Accelerated Examination” was submitted.

BE: - RPHMETORLGREG. [RREEICETFBEHRBEE] PRESNHBEOHR,
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3) Fast Track Examination

In an effort to accelerate the processing of overall
examinations by increasing the number of applications
that impose little burden on the examination on goods
or services, while responding to the needs for early
trademark registration, the JPO carries out “Fast Track
Examination”.*? [Figure 2-1-14]

For an application that satisfies the following
requirements, the first action is issued about six months
from the filing of the application. Applications subject to
the fast track examination are automatically selected by
the JPO, so no special application procedure or fees are
required for this examination.

[Condition 1] Applications that only designated goods
or services listed in any of the following at
the time of filing.

@ Examination guidelines for similar
goods and services

@ Appended table of the Ordinance for
Enforcement of the Trademark Act

® International Classification of Goods
and Services (the Nice Classification)

[Condition 2] Applications that have not amended
the designated goods or designated
services until the commencement of the
examination.

3) 727 ANV IOEE
EIEORHENE=Z—XIZHA DD, B - REOBE(CH
HBHEEODHRVHELZEPT Z & TEELEONBERES
MERTT77RAMN NSy OBE | #RELTWS,[2-1-14
=]

ROBHAEH UHEICOWTIE, HENIH6NERET
—REEERIBEHN NS, ABEOTNRE LD RMEIS5FT
TCHEMMICHmEETS 720, ASEICETI2HEFHERS
FHEBIIRE,

(B1) HEEREIC. ROWTNNIZEHINTWIESR -
BBOHZEEL TWSHEE
OBELiER - REEEE%E
QO EETRADBIR
QFERm - Y- AEESER

(BH2) BEEEFRE CILEEAR BERBOMEZT
TWARWHEE

*2 .
English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/

2% trademark/shinsa/shohyo_fast_e.html

B
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/
shinsa/fast/shohyo_fast.html
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Figure 2-1-14 Envisaged Pendency for Fast Track Examination / 77 XA k b5 v V BEOBEEHED A X —

Application Filing
HFE

Usual examination / @ 0%z A

“\o
>

Fast track examination/77xk h Sy o EENRES FA

|

About 6 months from application
wEH SO, A
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4) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Trademark Examination”,
which constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of
quality management, and the “Quality Management
Manual for Trademark Examination”, which documents
quality management and its implementation system,
the JPO has been engaging in the following initiatives in
order to maintain and improve the quality of trademark
examinations.*?

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents documents
by examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc.,
managers of the examination office check substantive
and formal aspects of such documents for all cases.

- Examiners consult with other examiners in order to
share knowledge and to make prompt and appropriate
decisions.

(ii) Quality Verification

- Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners
are audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and
format before sending official documents to applicants
and agents.

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO
conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-15]

- In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management, which consists
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and has been
implementing initiatives for the quality management
of trademark examinations, based on reports by this
subcommittee.

4) RMEEERICET HEE

REEBOEFARA LS (HRBEICHT2RERY
v—| R\ REEBRUZORBEESICOVTIELL
o [BREEOREERICETSY=17)L] OTF. HESE
BEOHMER - B LENZ 2. UTOREET>TVS ™,

(i) mERE

- EEEICLDEA - BEEFICHRBE@ICOWVWT, HEA -
REACEEINZFIC, BEEZOEEBNEAE - BRX
HIChh2B#FT v,

-EBEEOMBREHB L. IE - WELYHZT SO, B
HE O THEE EE,

(i) MERE

- EBBEICLDUDEOHM RS ZDRERE L TERIND
BEEOETICOVT, REEEENERERKXMICE
= K.

AR -Z—XZBET . BELOBRRE
=, ERREGICEY 2BEREM. 21—V —FAREZ X,
[2-1-15[]

- 20145 8A L N EXBEBBINWMESBEDOTIC, 4
HEHEN L I2EERBERNEEREREL TEN.
URNEEROREEZEFA. BESEORBEERICHT
% B = K.

22 English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/
hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/
=t hinshitu/shinsa/index.html



https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

Part2 2021 Policy Outcomes
28 2021 FEDHERERSE

Figure 2-1-15 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Trademark Examination Quality
AEEENEICEY 2 11— —HERAEDORER

60 80 100 %
2017 445 0.8
2018 45.3 0.3
2019 48.0 0.8
2020 43.6 0.6
2021 41.8 0.5
FY /FE
I Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied Neutral Somewhat Unsatisfied Unsatisfied
by B 2 EiE HBHRE i
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5) Al x Trademark: Image Search Competition**

The JPO has been studying the possibility of using Al
technology in its operations. For searching figurative
trademarks, a tool that uses Al technology to search for
prior similar figurative trademarks (image search tool)
was introduced on a trial basis in 2019. Although this
image search tool has gained a certain reputation for
accuracy, there is room for improvement, for example, in
image searches for partial trademark matches.
Therefore, as a way to solve these issues, the JPO
decided to hold a machine learning competition,**
which has been attracting attention in recent years, in
order to solicit the development of prediction models
from the general public, and to apply excellent models
to the image search tool to improve its accuracy. This
was the JPO’s first attempt at holding a machine learning
competition.

(i) Overview of the Al Competition [Figure 2-1-16]

- The JPO furnishes actual image data used in trademark
examinations. Data scientists compete on the accuracy
of Al technology-based prediction models.

- Excellent models will be applied to the image search
tool being piloted by examiners.

- The competition period was November 2021 to
January 2022.

(ii) Expected Effects

- Improve the accuracy of the image search tool.

- Find new experts in Al who possess outstanding
technologies and ideas, and create opportunities
for their participation in the government’s system
development projects.

- Verification of efficient system development methods
and promotion of innovation.
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*#5 A machine learning competition is a machine learning
development method that is attracting attention in recent years. It
involves publishing specific challenges and related data and calls
on the wider public to develop models to solve them, in order to
develop models with higher accuracy and apply them to actual
systems.
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6) Regional Collective Trademarks

The regional collective trademark system was introduced
in April 2006 in order to more appropriately protect, as
trademarks, regional brands that combine the name of a
region and the name of the goods (or services).*¢ Prior to
the introduction of this system, trademarks comprised of
“region name + goods (services) name” were not approved
for registration unless they already possessed nationwide
recognition. However, with this system, such trademarks
can be now registered as long as there is recognition by
consumers to a certain extent. [Figure 2-1-17]

- As of the end of December 2021, there were 1,301

applications filed, and of those 717*” were registered.

(i) The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks
“The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks”, which
identifies that a local specialty is registered with the
JPO as a regional collective trademark, was established
with the aim of promoting the regional collective
trademark system and enhancing the brand power of
regional collective trademark products (services). In
principle, only associations that own regional collective
trademarks, the members of the associations, and those
who have been licensed by associations to use regional
collective trademarks may use the logo. The logo helps
to differentiate products (services) from those of third
parties. In addition, the logo is expected to help prevent
trademark infringement by third parties by using it on
product packaging, printed materials, and at events as a
tool to publicize registration with the JPO as a regional
brand. [Figure 2-1-18]

- As of the end of December 2021, 211 associations are

using the logo.

(ii) Dissemination and Awareness Raising

As a measure to further disseminate the regional
collective trademark system, the JPO published the
booklet “Regional Collective Trademark Guide Book:
Catalog Edition”,*® which contains an overview of the
regional collective trademark system, support measures
related to the system such as consultation services for
the filing of regional collective trademark applications
and subsidies for foreign applications, and information
on the registered regional collective trademarks. The
Guide Book is distributed to various parties, including
prefectures, municipalities, societies of commerce and
industry, chambers of commerce and industry, tourist
associations, and associations with regional collective
trademarks, for promoting widespread use of the system.
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Figure 2-1-17 Regional Collective Trademark Composition / #hisiFAEIZDERK

Common name of the goods (services)
A (R %) DEBEHRM

Regional name
HutR D F

Customary name of the goods (services)
A (&%) DERAM

* Can be combined with characters/terms commonly used when indicating place of origin.
Example) Genuine, specialty, local specialty, etc.

KREMZRTT 2RICASNEZXFE L TBASNTLWAXFLHAADE S Z LA TEET,
B) A5 KSEE R ES

Figure 2-1-18 The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks / #hsiFIAREIZE < —

ithiz [ A 1R
5T

*7  Registration numbers by region are 36 for Hokkaido, 57 for the Tohoku region, 110 for the Kanto-
Koshinetsu region, 64 for the Hokuriku region, 96 for the Tokai region, 159 for the Kinki region,
52 for the Chugoku region, 31 for the Shikoku region, and 93 for the Kyushu region, and 18 for
Okinawa region, along with 3 for overseas countries (registrations spanning multiple regions are
counted as one in each region).

*6 .

4 English

& https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/
trademark/gaiyo/chidan/index.html

-
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*8 5 AxE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/
gaiyo/chidan/document/tiikibrand/
guidebook-catalog.pdf
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I 4 Trials and Appeals

Trials and Appeals play a role in reviewing examiners’
decisions as the upper instance of examination, and in
achieving early resolution of disputes over the validity of
industrial property rights. To fulfill the role adequately,
various initiatives have been taken to ensure reliability
and timeliness of trial/appeal decisions.

1) Performance of Trials and Appeals

The status of the proceedings in 2021 is as shown in

Figure 2-1-19. [Figure 2-1-19]

- Inter-partes trial cases are prioritized over ex-parte
appeal cases in principle for early dispute resolution.

- The JPO gives priority to and conducts accelerated
appeal proceedings for appeal against an examiner’s
decision of refusal cases upon request when the cases
satisfy the specific requirements. In 2021, the number
of requests for accelerated appeal proceedings*' was
187 for patents, 1 for designs, and 25 for trademarks.
The average pendency period*? was 4.3 months for
patents, 6.2 months for designs, and 2.6 months for
trademarks.

o

B3, BEOLREL L CEEEY LEEZRETRE
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*71 The number of cases where the “Written Explanation of
Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Appeal Proceedings”
was submitted and the cases were transferred to the board in
charge. When the cases that were not transferred to the board in
charge (including cases that involve decision to grant a patent
upon reconsideration by examiner before appeal proceedings)
are included, the number of requests for accelerated appeal
proceedings made in 2021 was 288 for patents, 1 for designs, and
27 for trademarks.
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BINBO > RIBERINLEHS) 2805 L. 2021 FITH
172 REARBOREHFRIT. [N 288 . BEN 1. BIEN 27 #.

*2 Inthe cases that are subject to accelerated appeal proceedings, the
average pendency is an average Calendar Year (CY) period from
the date it becomes ready to conduct proceedings after a request is
made, to the date an appeal decision is dispatched.
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Figure 2-1-19 Status of Proceedings in 2021 / FE DR

Appeal against an examiner’s

decision of refusal Invalidation trial Trial for correction Opposition Trial for rescission
# B ¥ -E1=chva P
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Dispositions’ P;r;g%yz Dispositions’ ng;;;yz Dispositions’ P%Egﬁzyz Dispositions’ ng;?ﬁ:% Dispositions’ P%rggé\?:yz
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Patents & Utility
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155 - EREHR’
Designs
oo 356 6.2 12 112
Trad ke
Todemarte 781 9.2 98 115 - - 385 79 1,124 8.7

Note: 1.The total number of requests granted (including requests partly granted), requests not granted (including dismissals), and withdrawals/
abandonments. The number of oppositions is counted by opposed patent.
2. Average processing period (in months) in CY from the date a request is filed (*1), to the date a trial/appeal decision is dispatched (*2), to the date

a withdrawal or abandonment is finalized and concluded, or to the date a dismissal is dispatched.

(*1) The date a request is filed for opposition is the date an opposition is requested. The date for cases concerning “reconsiderations by examiners
as one of appeal proceedings” in “appeal against examiner’s decision of refusal” is the date it becomes ready to conduct proceedings (the date
the case has been transferred to the board in charge).

(*2) In patent opposition cases, if a “notification of reasons for revocation” (advance notice of a decision) is to be made, it is the date the notice is
dispatched. In trial for patent invalidation cases, if an “advance notice of a trial decision” is to be made, it is the date the notice is dispatched.

3. Trial for invalidation statistics include invalidation trials for utility models.
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3 ENBHOMFOHFRAFEZELHE
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2) Improvement of Proceedings

The JPO is implementing the following initiatives in
order to further improve proceedings:

(i) Oral Proceedings

-In inter-partes trial cases (including trials for
invalidation and trials for rescission), oral proceedings
where the panel and the parties orally assert against
each other are proactively utilized in order to accurately
grasp and sort out the points of dispute and to increase
the parties’ acceptance of the results.

- To allow oral proceedings to be conducted without
being affected by the COVID-19 outbreak, etc. and
to adapt to the changes in social structure such as
digitization, online oral proceedings that permit online
attendance were launched in October 2021 (of the 20
oral proceedings conducted since October 2021, 13
oral proceedings were conducted online).

- In 2021, 67 oral proceedings were conducted (including
online oral proceedings).

(ii) Circuit Trials and On-Site Interviews

- When companies, universities, etc. in the local regions
are the parties concerned in trial and appeal cases, the
panel may visit their regions at their request to conduct
circuit trials (oral proceedings conducted for trials for
invalidation) or on-site interviews (interviews aimed
at facilitating communication on trial and appeal
proceedings).

- In 2021, 5 circuit trials and 1 on-site interview were
conducted. Online interviews were conducted if on-
site visits were difficult due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

(iii) Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group

- The “Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group”, which
gathers together practitioners such as corporate IP
personnel, patent attorneys and lawyers, in addition
to JPO chief administrative judges and administrative
judges, and which studies trial/appeal decisions and
court decisions based on actual cases, is convened online.

- In 2021, the Study Group studied a total of 12 cases: 8
patent cases, 2 design cases, and 2 trademark cases. It
also published a report*: that compiles the findings of
the studies. Judges of the Intellectual Property High
Court and the Tokyo District Court also participated as
observers.
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3) Dissemination and Awareness Raising of the
Trial and Appeal System

The JPO is implementing the following initiatives in
order to disseminate and raise awareness of the trial and
appeal system:

(i) English Translations of Trial/Appeal Decisions

- In order to further disseminate information on trials
and appeals of the JPO internationally, the JPO has
been providing a manually-translated English edition
of trial/ appeal decisions, decisions on opposition, and
Hantei (advisory opinions on the technical scope of
industrial property rights), at the JPO’s website,* that
would help users with the understanding of the law
interpretation and its practices in Japan.

- In 2021, the JPO provided English translations for 124
trial/appeal decisions.

(ii) Mock Oral Proceedings

- The JPO conducts mock oral proceedings in order to
enhance oral proceedings, further promote the use of
circuit trials and disseminate and raise awareness of
the trial and appeal system.

- In 2021, a demonstration of mock oral proceedings
was held in Osaka at “Mock Oral Proceedings in
KANSAI”.

Demonstration of mock oral proceedings at “Mock Oral Proceedings in
KANSAI”
[EEOEEE in KANSAL] (CHIF 2 EROBEFBEOEE
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html
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International Initiatives
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Globalization of corporate activities is progressing as
the growth of emerging markets drives the expansion
of export destinations and the overseas development
of production plants and R&D centers. Improving
predictability of IP rights acquisition, coupled with
appropriate protection and utilization of IP, are critical
both to companies in order to develop overseas business,
and to such countries in order to attract investment by
foreign companies. The JPO is promoting initiatives to
further harmonize IP systems and practices in various
countries and regions, and to improve and strengthen IP
systems in emerging countries.

1 Harmonization of |IP

Systems and Practices
In cooperation with the WIPO and foreign IP offices,
the JPO has been working to further harmonize IP
systems and practices for improved convenience when

an applicant files applications for the same invention in
more than one country.

1) Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO

The Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO bring
together assemblies of the treaties administered by
WIPO and other bodies, and are a series of meetings
held annually to discuss and decide matters related
to the entire organization, such as discussion on the
committees’ activity reports and governing bodies,
matters related to the global IP services, discussion on
treaties administered by WIPO, and staff matters.

FEETZORRICE MELDIER, EENS - HIFHER
s DBNERE, BEEBDTO—/VLENEATND,
MM EERSEOFRER P, INMEDEYLRE - 7§
R, RECE->TEILZETEEZRAT ScH. HEE
[CESTRAREEDREZTIRAL o, FBICEETH
%, BARERFFTIE. ®E - HIBOMNHEFE - ERDE
B2 MEEFICE T2 MNHEREORERE - B
FeHDEHEZED TV 2,

| 1  mEEsE - EEOBN

HEANR CEBICOWTEREICHETYT 258 0FEEZ
BMESE 5o, HRMMPAEERECEERFTCHmAIL
THNWMERE - ERDERZHEMICEHT NS,

1) HRMAFFEERE (WIPO) NBEHRS
WIPOMBEER=Z. WIPONEEY 2BENORBEREE
DEEERTHN, EEERDEHRECESMABICET I3
. EFRHRE - BRHIECKRDIEE. WIPOLWEET 2%
WICET 2@, AFE. WIPORKICEHLZEFIEIZDWT
DEBREZITORATHN. BEFHEINTWS,



(i) Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO: Sixty-
Second Series of Meetings (October 2021, Switzerland
and online)

- The assemblies discussed reports on the activities of
each committee; amendments to regulations on the
global IP services under the Patent Cooperation Treaty
(PCT), the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement, the
Madrid Protocol, etc.; the composition of the WIPO
Coordination Committee; and the convening of a
diplomatic conference for the adoption of a Design
Law Treaty (DLT).

- On the first day, JPO Commissioner Mori delivered a
General Statement on behalf of Japan via video.*’
He expressed Japan’s support for WIPO’s Medium-
Term Strategic Plan which was prepared by WIPO
Director General Daren Tang, noting that it shares
the same values as the JPO’s updated Mission, Vision
and Values (MVV).*? In addition, he expressed
strong expectations that WIPO will expand the IP
Ecosystem through improving user convenience
and strengthening assistance for SMEs and startups,
respond to COVID-19 in collaboration with Member
States and other UN agencies, and solve global
issues utilizing IP through WIPO GREEN and other
initiatives.

Commissioner Mori’s General Statement
HREICKDEDR
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(i) B62EWIPOIMBERSR (2021510, A1 ARY
FV34Y)

- BREEROFBRE. FHHAZH - N~ BEY 1%~
THERE - YRy NREREESOEMRHFE - E5F
EIZRZRAULE. WIPOREZERFDER. BEESR
HRIRD 7= DARSBDREZIC D W TER.

- SETH. BPEERRLTHRRENET ABEICLD —
s ATV, Sy - Y VEBEBRICLBWIPODH
R IL BRAERTFTOH 4w yyay-£Y3 -
N a— (MVV) e fifEEEHB LT\ EBEL. Z
NEZFITDEEHIC. WIPOIZK D, 12— —DFIEE
A ERHNEEORY F v —hEOZELT LB T4
MIIIRT L] QIR MBESMOEERERS &EEL
FHEIOF V1L ZABREADX . WIPO GREEN®D
B (C & 2 MMM EASER U R EERE D BRAD
BUWEARF & R,

*1 General Statement (document)

—fRER ()
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/wipo/document/wipo2021-10/
general-statement.pdf

General Statement (video)
—MES (BhiE)

https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/wipo/document/wipo2021-10/
wipo2021.mp4

2 SeePart 2, Chapter 3, 3.1 “MVV".
F2HEIE3IHM1IE (MVV] 28
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2) Framework of developed countries concerning
patent system harmonization (Group B+)

The Group B+, a framework of developed countries
comprised of the IP offices of 46 countries and 2
organizations,*® is aimed at moving toward harmonizing
substantive patent law.

(i) Group B+ Plenary Meeting (October 2021, online)

- The main topics of grace period, conflicting
applications, prior user rights, and prior art toward
patent system harmonization were discussed.

3) IP5 Meeting

The IP5 is a forum established in 2007 by the five IP
offices of Japan, the U.S., Europe, China, and South
Korea. The IP5 Offices cooperate broadly on issues
such as harmonization of patent laws and practices,
mutual utilization of examination results, enhancing the
quality of patent examinations, and improving patent
information services.

(i) The 14th IP5 Heads Meeting (June 2021, online) **

- The IP5 Offices agreed on the work roadmap
for cooperating in the fields of New Emerging
Technologies (NET) and Al.

- The Offices agreed to launch projects, one of which
aims to harmonize requirements such as the size and
color/monochrome of patent drawings and the other
of which aims to harmonize, for example, the forms of
documents used to transfer patent rights.

- The Offices reaffirmed the importance of improving
user convenience by further digitizing operating
procedures and expanding online communication
between examiners and applicants in the post
COVID-19 era. Additionally, the Offices reaffirmed
that they would continue cooperation under the IP5
framework in order to further meet the needs of users.

- The Offices shared information on their respective
initiatives toward solving social issues, reaffirming
that IP rights play a key role in solving such issues.

2) FEHERAMICHT 3 5EESS (B+ 28
B+R&(E. 460 EDRFFTRUME " THAS 15 SR
DHAEHTH D, FHFOREHAE COFERMICHEIS 2%
MOAEEERNET I EEBINE LTS,

(i) B+2& (2021F108. #v51V)
cFITL—REUF R, BREE (RABELHE). %LEH
ERPETRMOBSIC DOV FERMOA A% HR,

3) aFF (IP5) =&

IPSR & (E. BRMAEDANIETIC &> T20074 (28
RENTHAHTH N, BHVBCHI B HELERBN - B
EFEROAEFA - BEOHOMBL - HHFERY 20K
EZORAIIONT, BEWHNET>TW3,

(i) $L14EIPSRESA (2021F6H. #v51Yv) *

- FEA - Al BOBAICET 2EEON—RYy JICER.
BFREIOY A AP HS— - B/ VOF0OEHOAN%EE
B9 7AYo be. BFEOENBESEOKRADHAMN
ExBEI OV bDILLEIFICEE,
cRAMIOFRFRICEWVWT, FHROBFEP. BEEBEH
BEAZEEDAYSIAYTOIAI 25— a3 VDILFHEIZEK
D, I——DFEEZALTZZEDEEZ.EZHERT D
EEHIZ, A—YP—Z—X[CIGABND LS5 =K =IPS
THALTWL Z & #HER,
cHRBEERROOORTICEIT2EEEEE L. MNE
EENHESBEORRICBVWIEERREZR-T %
e,

*3  WIPO Group B (developed countries) member countries, EU
member countries, European Patent Convention (EPC) member
countries, EPO, the European Commission, and South Korea.
WIPO + B Z)L—7 (S6iE) A ¥/A—E. EU X% Y /\—E, BNREHFSR
¥ (EPC) *v/\—E. EPO. MMEELRVEE

*4
ifd  English
https://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2021/0624_003.html

% BARER
X https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2021/06/20210624004/20210624004.
& html
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The 14th IP5 Heads Meeting
%140 IPS RERS

from top left to right, KIPO (Commissioner Kim), JPO (Commissioner Kasutani and Deputy Commissioner lwasaki),

WIPO (Deputy Director General Jorgenson)
from bottom left to right, EPO (President Campinos and other officials), USPTO (Acting Under Secretary of Commerce
for Intellectual Property and Director of USPTO Hirshfeld and other officials), CNIPA (Commissioner Shen)

EBEMNS KIPO (F LFR) BARRHT (BARERUEERFFFRE) WIPO (I Y EYEBBRE). TRENS EPO (5
YE—/ZREIFN). USPTO (\—> a7 /L RRERTIED). CNIPA (FER)

JPO STATUS REPORT 2022 79



80

Chapter 2
HE2E

4) 1D5 Meeting

The ID5 is a framework established in 2015 to promote
international cooperation in the field of industrial
designs by the IP offices of Japan, the U.S., Europe,
China, and South Korea.

(i) The 2021 ID5 Mid Term Meeting (May 2021, online)
The ID5 Offices discussed the progress and next
steps of various projects, including the “Study on the
Admissibility of Internet Information as Legitimate
Disclosure for Novelty Examinations” (co-led by the
JPO and the CNIPA) and the “Recommended Design
Practices” project (co-led by the JPO and the USPTO).

(ii) The 7th ID5 Annual Meeting (November 2021,

online)

At this meeting hosted by the CNIPA, the ID5 Offices

approved the achievements and future plans of ongoing

cooperative projects, adopted a new cooperative project,
and held a user session for the first time in two years.

The outcomes of this meeting are published on the ID5

website.**

- The Offices agreed to publish a user catalog on the
ID5 website for the “Study of Quality Management
by the ID5 Offices” and to publish a study report on
the ID5 website for the “Study of design Non-Patent
literature data resources among the ID5 Offices”.

-The Offices agreed to continue to exchange
information on exchanging priority documents
electronically in the field of designs through the
Digital Access Service (DAS) system of WIPO used by
the ID5 in the “Study of Priority Document Exchange
by the ID5 Offices”.

- The Offices discussed the next steps for the following
projects: “ID5 Statistics”, “Study on the Admissibility
of Internet Information as Legitimate Disclosure
for Novelty Examinations”, “Recommended Design
Practices”, “Joint Communication Action”, “ID5
Website”, and “ID5 5 Year Review”.

- The Offices adopted a new cooperative project to
create an Informative User Guide for the View and
Drawing Requirements of Designs.*¢

4) BEAF (ID5) &&

ID513. BXRFBOMNMETH . BEDTICHIT2EER
MR OZEET 270120 2015F(CAIRESNREHAT
%o

(i) 2021£IDSHERE (2021F58, #v351V)
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BTy —2y MEROIWMEICET 2HME]. BEAE
BHTEUSPTONHETY — RT3 [HEERERH] S0
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(ii) $B7EIDSEREE (2021F118. v 31V)
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- [ID5#Et). [FREBEICEIT21 VT —% Y MEBD
SEHLVEICRET 2R MHEREEEK]. (Y31 >vh~ -0
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- BEONEOLEHEMFICET 21— —H1 NEERT S

FrBATAaT o b OERR,

English
http://id-five.org/

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/id5/
document/index/project-overview.pdf
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- At the user session for the representatives of users

2021 F DHERR

- EREG-RBARGEOI - —REEzTRE LD —

from industry organizations and agent organizations, Y—tyravTl &TnoBEQRITIRGICO VTR
the offices reported on the latest status of designs. FETOEEHIC AT oHBEIAF VAL AR
In addition, users presented views based on their EORBABLAEBSEDRENTON. BFIF/SVF Iy
experience of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the offices 212345 2 AR EE & B,

introduced their specific initiatives in response to the
pandemic.

ecutive Director

The 7th ID5 Annual Meeting
% 7 [ ID5 EREE

from top left to right, CNIPA (Commissioner Shen), JPO (Director-General Yasuda of the Patent and Design
Examination Department (Physics, Optics, Social Infrastructure and Design), USPTO (Chief Policy Officer Critharis)
from bottom left to right, EUIPO (Executive Director Archambeau), KIPO (Director General Mok of the Trademark &
Design Examination Bureau), WIPO (Director General Tang) (observer)

EBEMS. CNIPA (RER). BAERFT (ZHAEEFE—HR). USPTO (7YY ARBBKREEE)
TRENS, EUIPO (P—Y+YRIRE). KIPO (EVBETY A VEEBR). WIPO (¥ VEBRBR) (7Y —/1—2Mm)
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5) TM5 Meeting

The TM5 is a framework established in 2011 to promote
international cooperation in the field of trademarks by
the IP offices of Japan, the U.S., Europe, China, and South
Korea.

(i) The 2021 TM5 Mid Term Meeting (May 2021, online)
The JPO reported on the progress of the “Bad-Faith
Trademark Filings Project”, the “Image Search Project”, and
the “User Association Involvement Project” led by the JPO in
the meeting.

(ii) The 10th TM5 Annual Meeting (November 2021,

online)

The TM5 Offices shared information on their latest

situations, and actively discussed the state of progress,

including outcomes, of 16 cooperative projects, and 2

newly proposed projects as well as their way forward.

The offices discussed as follows with regard to the

projects led by the JPO:

- Regarding the “Bad-Faith Trademark Filings Project”,
the JPO reported that it completed and published
a manga booklet for raising awareness. The offices
agreed to hold working-level discussions on the ways
to hold seminars for promoting this project to other IP
offices.

- Regarding the “User Association Involvement Project”,
the offices agreed to hold the sixth joint workshop
at the 2022 annual meeting of the International
Trademark Association.

- Regarding the “Image Search Project”, the offices
confirmed to revise the project brief to state that the
project would be expanded to “IT systems related to
examinations”, and agreed to change the project name
to “IT Support for Trademark Examination Project”.

5) ARARlr (TM5) &8
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BRRBOEHET B720I0, 201TEICAIRS NI HEH
THB,

(i) 2021ETM5HERE (2021558, 4V 351 Y)
BAERHFFNNY—RT2 [BEOBEIOIST VML T41
A—=vH—FO v b [1-HF—-5EBIOI TV M
DEHBRTERE LT,

(ii) B10EITMSERRE (2021F11A, V31 V)
BTFDRINROEF R, 16DHBATAV TV FRU2DOD
FRIEZ7OV TV MMIDOWT, BEESUEBIRTORE
ESBROEDALEICET 2 ER G ERRET B, BARERT
FDY—RETZ 7OV MIOWTDERBIILULTDESD,
[BROBE/OYIY M TE BHICKZEEEND
FERRUOARIIOWTHRET 2812 ATAY TV b
DTMSUADHIWHETADEREENE LI+ —
DREAECOVWTEBELNILTERT 2 EICDWVWT
a8k
[a—vY—s@E70Yo N TR 6O I Y - T—
7323y TER02Q2FDOEREEHEERRRICE VWTH
BIBZEITODVWTAE,
A A=V —F 7OV N TlE. FATV Y FOR
R%E [BEICEETZIIVATL] AMERKT DI EEANRE
570V TV —TDEBIIDOVWTETNER
fIolzEkT, 7AY TV b &% [BEBEDLOHDITY
R=r7AYI VM IIEBTZILIIDVWTEER,



Part2 2021 Policy Outcomes
28 2021 FEDHERERSE

The 10th TM5 Annual Meeting
#10[E TM5 EREE

from top left to right, CNIPA (Commissioner Shen), JPO (Director-General Kawakami of the Trademark and Customer
Relations Department), USPTO (Commissioner for Trademarks Gooder)

from bottom left to right, EUIPO (Executive Director Archambeau), KIPO (Director General Mok of the Trademark &
Design Examination Bureau), WIPO (Deputy Director General Wang) (observer)

EBENS. CNIPA (BER). BRERHT (I LBEFBHR). USPTO (F—¥—BIERR)
TRENS.EUIPO (F—Y+ Y RVRE). KIPO (EVBEETY A VEERBR).WIPO (7VEBRBRR) (F 7Y—1R—2m)
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6) Meetings with East Asia

Meetings among the heads of the JPO, the CNIPA,
and the KIPO have been held repeatedly, since 1994
between Japan and China, since 1983 between Japan
and South Korea, and since 2001 among Japan, China,
and South Korea, to cooperate with each other in the
fields of patents, designs, and trademarks, etc.

In 2021, the 21st TRIPO Heads Meeting among the
JPO, the CNIPA and the KIPO, the 28th Heads Meeting
between the JPO and the CNIPA, and the 9th TRIPO
User Symposium were held online coinciding with each
other in November.

At the TRIPO Heads Meeting and the Heads Meeting
between the JPO and the CNIPA, the offices confirmed
the details of cooperation made in fields including
patent, design, trademark, automation, trial/appeal, and
human resource development during 2021 and agreed
to continue and reinforce the cooperation in the future.
Meanwhile, the TRIPO User Symposium was held in
the form of online meeting, under the theme “Latest
developments in IP policies and laws in TRIPO in face of
the COVID-19’s challenges”.

In addition, as a non-intergovernmental framework, the
Japan-Taiwan Economic and Trade Conference has been
co-hosted by the Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association
and the Taiwan Japan Relations Association since 1976,
where issues such as IP right protection have also been
discussed. Based on an agreement made at the Japan-
Taiwan Economic and Trade Conference, information
on the latest measures as well as examination and trial/
appeal practices in both sides has been exchanged
with the aim of increasing the mutual understanding
of and further improving both IP systems and practices
under the framework of the host associations with the
cooperation of examiners and administrative judges
of the JPO and the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office
(TIPO) in the fields of patent, design, trademark, and
trial/appeal.

7) Initiatives for IP Protection Through Economic
Partnership Agreements

Japan has actively concluded economic partnership
agreements (EPAs), mainly with Asian countries, with
the aim of strengthening wide-ranging economic
relations. IP is included in the areas of negotiations, as
part of the efforts for developing an environment that
contributes to trade and investment expansion. In IP
related negotiations, Japan seeks adequate, effective
and balanced IP protection that exceeds the level of the
TRIPS Agreement, as well as efficient and transparent
practices and sufficient and effective enforcement.
In addition, Japan carries out initiatives that require
counterpart countries to appropriately and thoroughly
implement EPAs that have entered into force.
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(i) Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) Agreement

The RCEP Agreement is an EPA in which a total of 15

countries (10 ASEAN countries, Japan, China, South

Korea, Australia, and New Zealand) participate. The

agreement was signed on November 15, 2020 and

entered into force on January 1, 2022. Although India,
which had not participated in the negotiation since

November 2019, was urged to return to the negotiation,

it did not participate in the signing in 2020. The

agreement covers areas accounting for approximately

30% of the world’s GDP, total trade amount, and

population, and approximately 50% of Japan’s total

trade amount. The IP chapter of this agreement provides
for protection that exceeds the level of the TRIPS

Agreement with regard to acquisition and enforcement

of IP rights.

The main industrial property-related provisions of the

RCEP Agreement are as follows:

- Each party is to provide that its competent authority
has the authority to refuse an application or cancel
a registration where the application to register the
trademark was made in bad faith in accordance with
its laws and regulations.

- No party is to require, as a condition for determining
that a trademark is a well-known trademark, that
the trademark has been registered in that party or in
another jurisdiction.

- Sound trademarks are to be made subject to protection.*”

- Each party is to provide a system for electronic
application for processing, registering, and
maintenance of trademarks and a publicly accessible
online electronic database of trademark applications
and registrations.*’

- Each party is to ensure procedures with respect
to import shipments under which its competent
authorities may suspend the release of suspected
counterfeit trademark goods, etc. by ex officio action.

(ii) EPAs under Negotiation

Japan is engaged in the negotiations for a Japan-
China-Republic of Korea Free Trade Agreement (FTA),
Japan-Turkey EPA, etc. Among them, the Japan-China-
Republic of Korea FTA is an FTA with Japan’s major
trading partners, China and South Korea. The GDP and
the trade amounts of the three countries combined
account for approximately 20% of the world’s total and
approximately 70% of Asia’s total. The three countries
will continue negotiations toward the conclusion of
a comprehensive, high-level and mutually beneficial
agreement, in order to give the FTA an added value that
exceeds that of the RCEP.

28 2021 FOMERBR

(i) MENALIENRFEE (RCEP) BE
RCEPH#E (. ASEANTONE. HA, FE. BE. 74—
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*7  However, transition periods are provided for some parties to implement this provision.
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SuEport for Improvement of [P Systems
P merging and Developing Countries

Companies from around the world regard emerging
countries such as ASEAN countries and India as
promising locations for their business development. In
these emerging countries, there is a pressing need to
improve and strengthen IP systems from the perspective
of developing the investment environment.

1) ASEAN

The JPO is cooperating with the ASEAN IP offices, not
only through bilateral support based on their respective
needs, but also through multilateral platform such as
the ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting.

(i) ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting (August
2021, online), etc.

- The 11th ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting
was held in August 2021, and the offices formulated
the “FY2021 ASEAN-Japan IP Rights Action Plan”.
As part of this plan, they agreed that, in addition
to their conventional cooperation, they will start a
further investigation into examination practices in
the field of emerging technologies, as well as start a
new investigation on the status and issues related to
the utilization of patent information. In addition, the
Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia
(ERIA) gave a final report on their study of patent
examination practices of Al-related inventions in
ASEAN countries.

- In September 2021, the 2nd ASEAN-Japan Patent
Experts Meeting was held, and the JPO and the ASEAN
IP offices shared their knowledge concerning patent
examination practices of Al-related inventions and
issues involved in the mistranslation of documents for
patent applications.

ASEANFEEC A v FEDOHEEZ, RELELN SFERER
e LTHEHRINTWS, TNoHBEREICEWTIE, KE
BEREOERBZEOHESL O, MNHESNEOEMRE - BIEHIRE
EEH>TWD,

1) ASEAN

HAERHFF(Z. ZhZhoE0=—X(CESW2E—O
FEL TR, BASEANBFFRESAAELEMDS
#EMA LT, ASEANEEOMNMET DB N EED T
%,

(i) BASEANSFTFRESS(2021FE8A. AV 31 V)E
- 202148 RICETIBHASEANBFTRESGZRfEL.
[HASEAN®IEA” 7 23> F52021-2022] %=KE,

CNIZED, INETEAROBAICIA. FiRFEMDEH
DEEERICET 2 MRREORHR. BFrBERERAOER
CRBICET 2HRBEOHBICOVWTER, MMAT. B
7T - ASEANBEMR LYY —H 5. ASEANEED
AIBEERBOKTFEREERICHIT 2HAEDRRBREEE
i

- 202145 9R (CHE2B HASEANEHEFIRE G = L.
BAERFT EASEANEEDONNMET & DR T, AlE
ERADEEXRHPREFFLBICE T 2RROMEICET S
MREZHAE,

The 11" ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting
%11 ElH ASEAN KFTF RERA
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(i) High Level Interactions

- The JPO (Commissioner) held a bilateral meeting with
the Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS)
(Chief Executive) (October 2021, online).

(iii) Support to ASEAN IP Offices

- The JPO dispatched experts to Indonesia and Vietnam
to provide timely and on-demand support.

-The JPO conducted training and held seminars
concerning patent, trademark, and design examination
practices, etc. for personnel of ASEAN |P offices.

28 2021 FDHERER

(i) N LRILERDRE

U VHR—IVENRET (RE) & BRERSHT (RE)

2& 2 “EMORHEENE (20216108, Y51 2).

(iii) BHPHETNDXE

A VRERYT RMFLACEMREREL. §1L0—D

DF VTV REXEEE .,

- ASEANBEONNMETBEICH L, K35 - BF - BE

DEEXRBZLFICET 2HECLEI S —2 X,
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2) India

Through a deepening of cooperative relations in the

field of IP, such as in the implementation of the Japan-

India Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH), the JPO is

supporting the expansion of investments and business

by Japanese companies in India, which is attracting
attention as an emerging market. All of the following
meetings, etc. were conducted online.

- The JPO/IPR Training Course on Design Policy for
India was conducted for members of the National
Institute of Design (NID) in India, as part of the
training courses for IP personnel in emerging countries
(February and October 2021).

- The 4th JPO-DPIIT Review Meeting was held among
the JPO, the Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT), and the Office of the
Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trademarks
(CGPDTM) of India for the purpose of maintaining
and deepening the bilateral cooperative relationship
(March 2021).

- The JPO delivered a speech on the significance of IP
at SMEs, at a seminar hosted by the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CI1) (April 2021).

- The JPO began to act as a competent International
Searching Authority (ISA) and International
Preliminary Examining Authority (IPEA) for
international Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)
applications received by the CGPDTM of India (July
2021).

- A seminar to raise IP awareness for start-ups entitled
“Importance of IP for Startups and the Value of
Information on IP” was co-organized by the JPO and
the Cell for IPR Promotion and Management (CIPAM)
of India (August 2021).

- The JPO Commissioner and the CGPDTM of India
held a bilateral meeting. They exchanged opinions
on the cooperative relations between the two offices,
including implementation of the Japan-India PPH, the
Information Exchange Program , and the IT Experts
Meeting (November 2021).

- The JPO delivered a speech on the impact of emerging
technologies in managing and redefining IP rights and
promoting and maintaining innovation, at a seminar
hosted by the ClI (November 2021).

2) 1V KR

BAESHT(E. BESFEE/N17 1 (HEPPH) %,

MOMENTICHIT2HNBROFCEZEL T, FEMBE

LTGEESND T Y RADBRHIELEDKRE - EVREH

EXELTWD, BB, TRERAFEFIRTAYFII1VICT

EiE L7,

- FEEOHNMERREICN T 2HEI-AD—RE LT,
1Y ROTHA VY REFBEFREFRAITOA Y REEBRI—XR
%EHE (202128, 108),

- BRERIT. 1Y REITHEXERIGHRER. RO
v RS EEAERB & OB T. MEDRDBROMKER
CREAEBMNE LT, F4EIHMANMETMSE % £
(20214E3A8).

AV RIEEEFEOLIF—I2T. BARERFTHH/N
BECHIT2ANHEEEROEEEZT - & LEER
=FEHE (20215F48),

AV REEEBEREZZEBET & Lz, BB AEY
(PCT) ICES<KEREEICH T 2EERRE - ERTHE
BEOHEEERMB (2021F78).

A Y ROHINMEEEEEMEERT, RY— 7y
BEEERIC [RY—FTF v FICET2HANMEODEE S
EHMNMEBROME] 27— & U ERRE LS
F—%EHE (2021%88),

- BAERHTREL M Y NEFEERERBRE L OET
2EEOSEREKE, BHPPH, BEEERZ. ITEMRS
BEOMTHEICEIT2HABRICOVWTERREZER
(20214118).

AV RIEBEEFEOLIF—I2TC. BREFHFTH AN
HEEODEBEBERRDA / R—2 3 YV OREE
Bl 2uHEMNOEEET—< & LEEZERK (2021
#£118).
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‘ MRKE IN INDIR

IWASAKI Susumu KASUTANI Toshihide
Deputy Commissioner Commissioner
JPO PO

The 4th JPO-DPIIT Review Meeting
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3) Middle East

The JPO is building close cooperative relationships

with the countries of the Middle East by strengthening

support provided through the regional IP office (Patent

Office of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of

the Gulf) as well as establishing bilateral ties, etc.

- The JPO, in collaboration with the League of Arab
States and WIPOQ, held a dialogue under the theme of
“IP and New Frontiers Technology”, with the aim of
exchanging opinions on the role of IP offices required
in the new era and ideal business operations at IP
offices (July 2021, online).

3) R
AFERHFTEFREEE OB T 2B TR LS

BT (BERBABERFTT) 2BUXEEZ®RET IR

&, BEGHABREZREVNTWVS,

- 757 ERR M RAMNATEERE (WIPO) E £E T TP
and New Frontiers Technologyl Z7—<IZ. L Wk
RITKD DN ZRFEFFFTOREI LAWY ETEBDED 7712
HI2BRXMZzENE LNEZ2RME (2021478, #+
V314V,

Dialogue
IEEDRETF
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4) Africa

The JPO is building close cooperative relationships
with the countries of Africa by strengthening support
provided through regional IP offices (African Regional
Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO) and the
African Intellectual Property Organization (Organisation
Africaine de la Propriete Intellectuelle (OAPI)) as well
as establishing bilateral ties, etc. All of the following
meetings, etc. were conducted online.

- The JPO exchanged opinions with ARIPO and OAPI
on cooperative projects in Africa utilizing Funds-in-
Trust Japan Industrial Property Global, and on the
JPO’s human resource development training, etc. for
developing countries in Africa, respectively (ARIPO:
October 2021, OAPI: November 2021).

-JPO Commissioner Mori sent a video message to
ARIPO’s Administrative Council session and Council of
Ministers session held in Zimbabwe, and announced
that the JPO will continue its IP-related cooperation
necessary for Africa’s autonomous and sustainable
growth (December 2021).

5) Central and South America

The JPO is building close cooperative relationships with
Central and South American countries by cooperating
in human resource development and examination,
including multilateral support through WIPO. All of the
following meetings, etc. were conducted online.

- In a joint training program for patent examiners in
the Central and South American region hosted by
WIPOQ, the JPO’s international training instructor, etc.
provided lectures (November 2021).

- The JPO attended a Caribbean sub-regional meeting
and delivered the opening address as part of a Japan-
Caribbean initiative implemented through the Funds-
in-Trust Japan Industrial Property Global (November
2021).

- The JPO Commissioner and the President of the
National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI) of
Brazil held a bilateral meeting. At the same time,
the heads signed a Memorandum of Cooperation
(MOCQ) to renew the Japan-Brazil PPH Pilot Program
(November 2021).

- The JPO attended the WIPO regional workshop
ahead of the Regional Meeting of Heads of Industrial
Property Offices of Latin American Countries, which
brings together Latin American countries for policy
discussions, and delivered the opening address
(December 2021).

4) 729hH
BAESHTIE7 7Y h#EEL 0BT, 2EBL T TRL.
[RBRAMMERE (77 U HIRIBANE EE (ARIPO)
P77 hANSEKE (OAPI)) Z#BUAXEA®LLT
Y. BERBABREEVNTWS, b, TEa%(E
IRTCA YT A VIZTEH,
+ ARIPORU'OAPI &, HRAMWFMBEKE Y v/ - 77
VREFERLET 7 ABADRHEES, BAESHT
FFORIET 27 7 hitsa R e Uog EEAM B R
BEIIDOWT, ZNZNEREXRIEAEER (ARIPO : 2021
£108. OAPI : 20214118),
CUUNT I THRESNLARIPOMTESZS - KEFTHS
[CHRRBENETAX v E—U%%ED, 77U HDBILK -
RHENERICOHDELRANHEIBF COBNERETET D&
%A (20214128),

5) HExk

HAESTFTISFmEER E OB T, WIPOZEBU=YILF

TOXEZIZICH., AMBRCEER D ZMERICERL.

BELBABRZENTVG, BH. TEREFEIANTH

VT A VITTERM,

c WIPON E#ET 2 FRKMIBADKHFEEER T HE ~
L—=vd' 7073 LICEVWT, BRERTTOERE
BEREENERZTER (2021F118).

- Funds-in-Trust Japan Industrial Property Global% &
CrhU 7BE#EELOBMEE LT, AU TERY T —
VaFIeBIZSMmL. SEREZER (2021F118).

cBARERTTREE T SVILEEMETRBEEOETIE
BOsEEEH, HHET. BMAEAPPHRIT IOV S LD
B ETORKBAHEE (MOO) ~DELREER (2021
F118).

STV TAYABEN—EICE L TBERNEBRZTY 2
KEENEICHIT-ERBRBICSML., EEREZER
(2021F12H),
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6) Sending Experts to and Providing Training
for Emerging and Developing Countries

The JPO has been sending experts and providing
training in order to improve and strengthen the IP
systems in emerging and developing countries.

- The JPO provided support for the online workshops
for the government officials and relevant parties from
several countries, such as about IP education for youth
and IP enforcement .

- The JPO sent long-term experts to Indonesia and
Vietnam.

- The JPO conducted 18 training courses online for
IP-related personnel (such as government officials,
including examiners and IP-related personnel from
private companies and universities) from various
countries (mainly the Asia-Pacific region, Central
and South America, and Africa). The JPO conducted
training on a variety of topics, such as examination
practices, the international application system, IT
system, raising public awareness, and Academia-
Industry Collaboration. The trainees also exchanged
views on various IP issues.

6) HEE - EFLEEDRAICEHITZEFIRIKE - ff
ERRHE
HAERT(E., fEE - & LEICE T 2MNMEREDE
fi5-BIE D= EFIRDIRECITHEDRMBEEZEREL T2,
- REBERESEZNRE U THESINZEDERITAN
MEHBY. TV IA—AAVKNIBETZ7—0vayv S
ENZEEA Y T VICTER,
AV RRVTRUOR M F AICREEMRERE,
C TIUTKRKFEFME., FEX. 77U LEREEEFLET S
E4 OHMYERGRE (BEE2ECBNRE. REt%E
ROKZICEIFT2MNMERKRES) (L. 18DOHHE
A—REFAVSAVICTRME, BEEE. ERDREHIE,
BRI, ERER, EFEESKRLAGIHMEI VYT VYRR
HIT BB, SMER CHERIET EM,



7) International Training Instructors™’

The JPO provides cooperation on the practical aspects
of patent examination, mainly through its international
training instructors, to examiners in emerging countries
including ASEAN countries, in order to support Japanese
companies expanding business to those countries.

- The international training instructors are comprised of
29 examiners (as of December 2021) with extensive
practical experience in patent examination.

- In 2021, a total of 21 international training instructors
provided online training for a total of approx.
200 examiners in emerging countries. Notably,
international training instructors conducted the
first training for the ASEAN IP Academy, an ASEAN
training center established in September 2021.
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7) ERFHERERE

HAERHTT ClE. BRCEOFERZEADI O—/NILEE

E(EMEZXET O, BRFEEEHEEZF L L LT,

ASEANEE%ZIZLHE T 2HMBEEEEICHT 2HTEE

EBECOMNEIT>TWD,

- ERTHEIEEHE (L. FTEEOEERRIEELEETE
29% (Q021FE12AKR) M oHER.

c 20215 (2. ERMEEEREENIEN’FEHEOES
BEANN200E (K L, AV T4 VICTHEZRME, 5
2. 2021469 TR S N-ASEANDOHHEHE T°H %
ASEAN IP7 AT I —I2R L TIE. FHEIZE > THEID
e % 1R,

Online training for the ASEAN IP Academy
ASEAN IP AT I —~DOF ¥ 541 VHiHE

*1 .
English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/kokusai/
developing/gpa_training/index.html

HAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
developing/gpa_training/index.html
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Cooperation and Collaboration with

lE

1) International Cooperation on Examination

(i) Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)

The PPH is a framework that allows an application
determined to be patentable by the first Office, which is
Office of Earlier Examination (OEE) to undergo, at the
request of the applicant, accelerated examination with
simplified procedures at the Office of Later Examination
(OLE) that is a PPH partner of the first office. The world’s
first PPH, advocated by the JPO, was launched between
Japan and the U.S. in July 2006 as a pilot program. [Figure
2-2-1] [Figure 2-2-2] [Figure 2-2-4]

Foreign IP Offices and Related Agencies

- As of January 2022, the number of IP offices
participating in the PPH has increased to 55. [Figure
2-2-3]

- As of January 2022, the JPO has been implementing
the PPH with 45 [P offices, including new PPH
collaboration with the Moroccan Office of Industrial
and Commercial Property (OMPIC) from April 2021.

- With regard to the PPH program with the National
Institute of Industrial Property (INPI) of Brazil, the
pilot period was extended by five years from December
2021. As of January 2022, PCT-PPH was introduced in
the program.

- The PPH Portal Site*' provides one-stop access to the
PPH implementation status and statistical information
of participating IP offices.

In addition, the JPO serves as the secretariat of the
“Global Patent Prosecution Highway (GPPH)”, a
multinational framework launched in January 2014.

-In the GPPH, all types of PPH, including PPH-
MOTTAINAI and PCT-PPH,*? are available among the
participating IP offices.

- As of January 2022, 27 |P offices are participating in
the GPPH.

I 3 BOEETT - BREEE D
B - A

1) BEESBHOEKERS

(i) BFBEN1Yxz14 (PPH)

PPHE (R, RITEEFT THLEE—T CRHFATIRETIISN
FoHEREICOWT, BEADBREICED. F—T&ZONEE
EHELTVWEEREBEETICEVW(HIRFHR CEHEELZ
TOoNDLSICTEREATH D, HRIDPPHIZ, BHE
ERFFTORBICK D, 200657 A ICHKETHITHBIN
1=o [2-2-1R] [2-2-2K] [2-2-4K]

- 2022F1 BIRE. PPHEMTDIL55ICHHK, [2-2-3H]

- BAESHFT(E. 2021FE4B(1CEQ Y D IEEREET
EDETHZICPPHAERIA L. 2022F1BBELSDF L
PPH % 521,

TS VIINEEMETEDBTEREL TWHPPHIZDOWT,
HITHEAE2021F12BNOSFEHER, ARTIAU S
LIZHEWT, 2022&18IZPCT-PPHEEA,

- RIFOPPHEMR T LHEIEHREIL. PPHR—ZILY
F BT YR by RS AL,

7o, BEESHFFIE. 2014F1 B (LB SN2 KERM

OEHTHSD [T O—/NILEHFBEE/NT 714 (GPPH) |

DEBBEBHH TN,

- GPPHTIE. SIIFREIZEWTPPH MOTTAINAIXPCT-
PPHZ&L 2 TOPPH A FI BRI,

- 2022F1 AR T, GPPHEMF#IZ27F

- English

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/toppage/pph-
portal/index.html

BAGE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/toppage/pph-
&  portal-j/index.html

et o

*2  PPH-MOTTAINAI is a framework that enables an applicant to request PPH for an application
determined to be patentable by the Office of Earlier Examination (OEE), regardless of which of
the two partner offices first receives the patent application. PCT-PPH is a framework that enables
an applicant to request PPH for an application whose patentability is positively assessed in a
written opinion or international preliminary examination report at the PCT international phase.
PPH MOTTAINAI (Ev %17+ 1) &l3. EDOFICEICHTLEELE LENCHhNhLT, BITEEFTIC
KD AIREE DYIMTICEDE, PPH OBHBEZTREL T 5% MEATHD . PCT-PPH & (3, PCT EBRER
BICHEWTRBEX ZERTFREERS CTRFURCHMSNRRBICEDE, PPH OBRFZHEET D
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/toppage/pph-portal/index.html
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Figure 2-2-1 Outline of the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) / f&F&&/\1 V=1 (PPH) OHEE
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Figure 2-2-3 Offices Participating in the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) / %&#F8&&/\1 V=« (PPH) £hF
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Figure 2-2-4 Number of Worldwide Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) Applications
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(i) Patent Prosecution Highway Plus (PPH Plus) [Figure
2-2-5]

PPH Plus is a framework that enables accelerated
right acquisition within the prescribed period for an
application of the same invention which has already been
granted a patent in Japan, by utilizing the examination
results by the JPO. The JPO is currently implementing
this framework only with the Brunei Intellectual
Property Office (BrulPO). While the ordinary PPH is a
framework for mutual sharing of examination results
between the IP offices, PPH Plus is not bidirectional.
It allows applicants that have requested PPH Plus to
acquire rights in an accelerated manner in Brunei by
using the JPO’s examination results, but the request for
PPH Plus cannot be filed with the JPO based on BrulPQO’s
examination results.

(iii) Cooperation for facilitating Patent Grant (CPG)
[Figure 2-2-5]

CPG is a framework that accelerates patent grant without
conducting substantial examination in eligible countries,
for a patent application of an invention which is already
granted a patent by the JPO. The JPO is currently
implementing this framework with the Ministry of
Industry, Science, Technology and Innovation of
Cambodia, and the Department of Intellectual Property,
Ministry of Science and Technology of Lao PDR.

(ii) HHFBENI VA - T353R (PPHF S R)[2-2-5H]
PPHZ SR &3, HAERTFT CRFNESNIHEER
REDWRE TORFFLEEICOWT, BRERFFTOEER
REEAI 2T MEOFHRIRANICEHOENERSZ
HREC T 2RETH D, BEERFTIIEBNZ TILX A
NMETEDETOAERL TWD, 4H. BEDPPHIZ
BERBRORFARANIMNABDEZ A, PPHT S RIFAE
ERFTOEERREZEB LU PPHTI S RBEZTOI L
[CED TILRA TRELEFNG SN TONZ EDTHD, 7
ILRADEERFREEEFA THERFHFTICPPHT > X @
BEIID I EFTERN,

(iii) FFFOMEMBLICEYT BN (CPG)[2-2-5H)
REFDONEMBEICEYT 2N (CPQ) L&, BAEFREF
FCRFN S SN HE ERARBDONRE TORRFHEICD
W RBNICEZECRRICEFINESNSRETH 2,
BAEREFT (3AREZ,. hY R 7 TERERINERE &
SF ZHMNIAER EDETEMEL TWLW S,

Figure 2-2-5 Outline of PPH Plus and CPG / PPH 75 X & CPG DIfE
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(iv) US-JP Collaborative Search Pilot Program [Figure
2-2-6]
The JPO launched the US-JP Collaborative Search Pilot

Program (US-JP CSP) with the USPTO on August 1,

2015 in order to allow users to predict more easily when
examination starts and patents will be granted in both
the U.S. and Japan, and support users to obtain more
robust and stable patent rights. In this program, the
JPO and the USPTO examiners independently conduct
their own prior art searches for an invention for which a
patent application has been filed in both Japan and the

U.S., and after sharing search results and opinions with

each other, the two offices respectively send their first

examination results to the applicant early and around
the same time.

- The second phase of the US-JP CSP, which lasted for
three years, ended on October 31, 2020, and the third
phase, which will last for two years, commenced on
November 1, 2020.

(iv) BRBERERITIOS S L [2-2-6H]
HABRRFTIE. BXAERICSIT58E - EFNEREDOF
BHEOR LR, KDBCRELENRESOZEZENE L
T, KEBHFEHEFE DO T2015E881HH S HKIHET
BEAT IOV S LERB L, A0S ALK, BXAEIC
HHFEBELUREBIIOWVWT, BROBEENZNZINELTR
MXBAEEEREL. ZOREFRROBEEHLE LRI,
BRI OAFHICRVOEERRZHEAICENTZ2EDT
H%o
- 202010831 HII3EMOE2HRT /OO0 5 LAWY
U.RAFE1BT1EAS2FEBOEIRRT 7005 LxFk,

Figure 2-2-6 Outline of the US-JP Collaborative Search Pilot Program / BXi#@HAZERT 700 5 LOBME

3 Each Office sends the

a US-JP Collaborative search results first examination results
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,
1 Applicant requests ] [ 2 The two Offices share

Search and opinions around the same time
BRiGETAE DRSS MFIc&? FRHICRTIOEERZRE
Y—FER REOHE ZNTnEM
\
N
Search for prior Reevaluate First
art, judge patentability examination
. patentability judgment results
FATRIT AR BRI D H BT =
KEFFAE DY [CoWTERE BUOOEEER
Corresponding
application
XHISY % R
Search for prior Reevaluate First
art, judge patentability examination
patentability judgment results
SEATERANT SRR - I AR O3 =
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(v) PCT Collaborative Search and Examination (CS&E) (v) PCTIRERERT OIS L [2-2-7H]

Pilot Project [Figure 2-2-7] PCTIH@AES. PCTEREBICST2EOEVHREY %
The PCT CS&E is an initiative aimed at producing high- T2 CAEBHE LT, —DOPCTHEIZDWT. T8
quality products for PCT international applications, in e S P ASEIE A RS & B L. A TG | T

e Hli= '\ h ~ e <] -

which a main IP office collaborates with peer IP offices

to determine the patentability of one PCT application, PHETZTL. BRNVIC—DOOERAERS TR L. HE

and finally prepares a single International Search Report AICRHT DEHETH 2,

for the applicant. - HF (IP5) T2018%7B1HH ©2020%F6830H % TXE

- The IP5 offices are currently evaluating the PCT CS&E BLEPCTREBEAERT IO4 S LDOFEMEST (2022456
Pilot Project conducted from July 1, 2018 to June 30, BETEFE),

2020 (until June 2022 according to plan).

Figure 2-2-7 Outline of the PCT CS&E Pilot Project / PCT B@EHERT 7O 5 LDHEE

International application based on PCT International publication
(within 12 months of priority date) (18 months from priority date)
PCTICED<EBRERE (BEBNS 12 nAUR) ERAR (BERN5181A)
- A4 T

Normal PCT international applications
International Search Report(written opinion on patentability)

BEEDPCTHIE (EBRFFETHIE ! <
i s L Aulut Y EFRAERE (RERrAREEICEd 2 RESE)
00 Filing in designated offices
EREERE (1 FOH) NOLH —= BENER
Application filed with ISA > [ — >
- Search result provided

5 by only one office
PCT Collaborative 1TFOHORER S
Search and Examination (, Provisional ISR

PCT HEIAE ROEBHEREE
Application filed with
ISA (main IP office)
EBRERE R
(FEBHFT)
D EFE

Filing in designated offices

HEANLE >

Final ISR Search results in the light of search results by
BRASHITR peer IP offices
ERRAERESE *Does not necessarily indicate the general

opinion of the IP5 offices
) BEIEYTORERRERF AARERER
Collaborative search results by peer IP offices e LE RSN B RRL 50T N
(published on WIPO Patentscope) -
BEIBLT HERERE (WIPO Patentscope [ZAR])
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(vi) International Cooperation on Patent Examination
Practices [Figure 2-2-8]

The International Cooperation on Patent Examination

Practices is an initiative through which JPO examiners

hold direct discussions (examiner exchange) with and

provide training to examiners of foreign IP offices on
examination practices. The program aims to promote
mutual understanding, foster trust, and improve
harmonization of examination practices with foreign

IP offices, and thereby, support Japanese companies in

their smooth and predictable acquisition of patent rights

in other countries.

- Cumulatively, from April 2000 to December 2021,
the JPO has executed the International Cooperation
on Patent Examination Practices, either on a short-
term or mid-to-long term basis, with 34 IP offices and
organizations.

- In 2021, 10 JPO examiners participated in the online
examiner exchange.

- In 2021, a total of 21 international training instructors*?
provided online training for a total of approx. 200
examiners in emerging countries.

(vi) EREERN (2-2-8:]

EREEH D LIS BARTFTOEEEICH L TEEEKIC

Hd2EZEDZR (BEEHSE) CHEREZTSIETH

D, BARTFTEOBR CEEREOHAER. SEERKRVS

ARMEHEL. BAELEDOBNMIEIT2MABENOTFRES

WRFEFIERNSZXIET 2 & ABME L TWS,

- BAERFT(E. 2000481 52021E12B £ THORE
T, BEHXEHRPOEREER DA, 340HMT -
& Eie,

< 2021513, BAERHFTOI0ROBEEN. V71V
TOEEERZEICSN,

< 20214 (£, ERWMHERERE “EN1 21 FEEOEE
BIEN200&(ICXH L. 7Y T4 VICTHHEZ IRH,

*3  See Part 2, Chapter 2, 2.7 “International Training Instructors”.
E2WE2EE 2EHE 718 [HRFEREERE] 2R,
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28R

2021FE DHERMA R

Figure 2-2-8 Results of International Cooperation on Patent Examination Practices (Cumulative Total from April 2000 to December 2021)

EREERBODERE (2000 £ 4 B~ 2021 £ 12 BR#)

Results of International Cooperation on Patent Examination Practices (Total Number of Examinars from April 2000 to December 31, 2021)
*Excluding trainings for several countries, etc.

EREEHNERE (2000 F 4 BH 5 2021 F 12 BERE TOENAE) %2 HE KT 2THES 2K <
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Implemented with 34 IP offices and organizations to date
CNETIC3AOHEAFT - 1B & i

Examiner exchange
EEEHHE

Training by international training instructor
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2) International Cooperation in the Field of
Trials and Appeals

The JPO promotes international cooperation, such as

exchange of information, in order to deepen mutual

understanding of trials and appeals with IP offices

in other countries and regions. All of the following

meetings, etc. were conducted online.

- The IP5 Trial and Appeal Boards High-Level Meeting
(June 2021).

-Exchange of views with the European Union
Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) (June 2021).

- The 7th JPO-CNIPA Trial and Appeal Expert Meeting
(September 2021).

- The 8th JPO-CNIPA-KIPO Joint Experts Group for Trial
and Appeal (JEGTA) (November 2021).

3) Cooperation in the Area of IP Judicial Systems

The JPO held the Judicial Symposium on Intellectual
Property / TOKYO 2021 to facilitate mutual
understanding in the area of IP judicial systems among
participating countries, to provide information to users,
etc. (October 20 to 22, 2021, online).

- The Symposium was co-hosted by the JPO, the
Supreme Court of Japan, the Intellectual Property High
Court, the Ministry of Justice, the Japan Federation of
Bar Associations, and the IP Lawyers Network Japan.

- All programs of the Symposium were live-streamed on
the Internet.

- The Symposium included remarks made under such
themes as the initiatives of the Trial and Appeal
Department of Japan and determination of inventive
step on Al and loT-related inventions in Asian
participating countries, as well as a panel discussion
by Asia’s administrative judges and others on inventive
step using a hypothetical case.

L —
B ———

fo T e = e e e el g T - - =

Judicial Symposium on Intellectual Property / TOKYO 2021
ERAMEIEY Y IRY D L 2021

2) BHSBEOERERGN

EFE - HIBOHNNWMET L DB HICH T2 BEERZF
OB, BFEHEXBEOEBRRBAEHEEL TWD, LTS
B, IRTA VSV TEM,

- AFSEHEANA LRILEES (20214F68),

- BNESHNMETEORRRIE 2021568),

- B7OHPBHEMIRESE (2021F9A8),

- EYOHFABRBHEMRSE (20214F11A8),

3) HERERFOEE

MNP EENFICHE T2 ZERDEEERZ RO D Z &4,

I—P—~BRIEHT 2 EAENE LT, BBMMELE
VVRYTL2021%FME L (2021£10820H~22H.

FVI14V),

- BRERFIT. RE&H. ANMESERL. EBA.
BAAETESGSRUOAELTNGT R v ~OE THME,
VRV LADETOATILIZOWT, A VI =Ry~
k& E i,

- BAOBHEOEEYP 7 V7 EE DAL [oTHEERBEDE
SHEHEE T - LEE. RO, RESEMICEDL
ESHEHRTICOWT, PUTDEHBEEZICLZN\XILT 1
ANhy T avaEk,
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4) Initiatives on Anti-Counterfeiting Measures

The JPO is implementing the following initiatives as

measures against counterfeit goods:

- In order to crack down on counterfeit goods overseas,
the JPO exchanged information with related
ministries and agencies, companies, and various
other organizations, held consultations with foreign
governments, and conducted seminars and studies
inside and outside Japan through public-private
collaboration.

- The JPO signed a Memorandum of Cooperation (MOC)
in Protection and Enforcement of Intellectual Property
(IP) Rights with the Vietnam Directorate of Market
Surveillance (VDMS) of the Ministry of Industry and
Trade (MOIT) of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
aimed at further strengthening cooperation on
measures against counterfeit goods between the two
countries (April 2021, online).

- The 8th Meeting of the Japan-China Joint IP Working
Group was held. It was co-chaired by Director-General
Komiyama of the Policy Planning and Coordination
Department, JPO and Deputy Director-General Chen
Yusong of the Department of Treaty, Ministry of
Commerce. Representatives from a broad range of
Japanese and Chinese government organizations
participated and exchanged views on a variety of
relevant issues in order to address the increasing
complexity and sophistication of the issues related to
protecting IP, a representative example of which is the
proliferation of counterfeit and pirated content on the
Internet (April 2021, online).

- In order to crack down on counterfeit goods in Japan,
the JPO responded to consultation requests and
provision of information from companies, etc., in
coordination with related ministries and agencies. It
also responded to inquiries from customs, etc., and
mutually cooperated with them in regard to human
resource development. The JPO also implemented
the “Anti-Counterfeiting Campaign” as a consumer
awareness-raising program, mainly by holding special
classes based on teaching models developed for high
schools.

4) EigEMEICEY 2 EE

BB ADOXFRE U T TOBREAERL TW5,

- BN COEMGBEGE D D=0, BRET. 0¥, SERE
EDBERKHE. NERFEDRE. RUOBREEICLSE
RATHLE I F—PRAEMRE % EH,

c BAERSHFTERN N F AHSERANERIEHHEER
BEOBT, SEOMEMOEMBNEICET 2% 0% —
Bt d 270, MNUEEDRERVRITICEIT 20
IZBY 2 AEE (MOQ) % (202148, AV 5
1)

- EOMBAFHMMNMEET—F VT - JIL—T %R, IR
ILBBER EBRNL (Foy - 219V YY) EBEREER
AZHRKIEER (BREY S R) M ERBREBD. 15—
vk EOEME - BEBRTBICRAKRINS. HNHER
EICET ZRIEDERLDH B W IETFYE L TWBIRR IS
W~ BRBENSIRIEVERENSINL, MNEER
ECETIEANHBEIIOVWTERRIAET>7= (2021
FA4B, V51 V),

- BN TOEMGEEE D D=6, BESHLDERLBRIE
IS L CEREATE O EE L TS, F/-. fEEHH
DBRRATWIET 2 & EHIT AMBEROE TIIBEICH .
THICHEBEERRC LT [IE—ERERFv v R—V]
EEEZRTOETILRES A1 VIZER,

Signing of the MOC in Protection and Enforcement of IP Rights
(left: JPO Commissioner Kasutani, right: VDMS Director General Linh)

HNHEEORERVATICE T 2BAICET 2HAREE (MOO) MEDER
AR (£: BARE. 4 ) VTBEERER)
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5) Development of Global Dossier

The “Global Dossier” concept is a concept aiming to
share dossier information (information related to patent
application procedures and examinations) and to realize
new common | T-driven services among IP offices. Under
the concept, the IP5 Offices are providing users with
a global dossier information sharing service realized
by the connection between the “One Portal Dossier
(OPD)”, a system developed by the IP5 enabling users
to collectively access the IP5’s dossier information, and
“WIPO-CASE”,** a dossier information sharing system
developed by WIPO. [Figure 2-2-9]
In addition, the IP5 Offices have striven to improve
services, such as enhancing the information accessible
through the OPD. Furthermore, the IP5 Offices
established the Global Dossier Task Force with
industries, and are promoting various initiatives aimed
at improving user convenience, while also taking into
account the demands from industry.
Furthermore, as a separate initiative, based on the
“Memorandum for the Mutual Cooperation in the Field
of Dossier Information Exchange” concluded between
the Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association and the Taiwan-
Japan Relations Association, the dossier information
of the JPO and the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office
(TIPO) is exchanged.
- In 2021, Turkey commenced use of WIPO-CASE. As
of November 2021, in addition to the IP5 Offices, 33
countries and organizations have joined the WIPO-CASE.

5) JA—NIL - R IDOHEE
r7O—/N)L Ry IT] BB (3, REOBFHEDFFHL
EEICEETZER (FIER) OB, ITEEAL
B —EROERABIEITHEETH D, [FO—
NIL - RYI| BROTF. AFlE. AFAPERLEZRY IS
HE—IELTSBIUERYRTL [DY - R—FJ)L RV
(OPD)] &. HHRHMMWFAEIERE (WIPO) ABFKLIR
Y TEHIABE Y X7 L [WIPO-CASE™] & &## kL, ' O—
NILBE RV IBEROXBEV AT LE LTI —(TRHLT
W3, [2-2-9H]
F7=. AFE. OPDTEROBERBEROFAEIR L, BER
Y —ERADLBFEICEHTWND, B, AFFlF, EERE
mELT/A=—NIL RYIT - YRV T+ —R%EEBRL, E
EFHNOLDEFEBFEA. 21— —0FEERLEZEELT
BRAGHHEZHEL TV S,
o, AOEEE LT, HXRRERMHS & &EBARER
KEDETIHEIN, [HFOHE - EEBROIAICE
TRERD | [CEDE FTTLRABEEMERO RV IE
WERIBEL TN D,
- 20214 (213, MILOAWIPO-CASEDER % B4, 2021
FNARE. AFICMAT3I3DE - #EHWIPO-CASE
(ZZ&0,

Figure 2-2-9 Global Dossier Information Sharing System / 7’0 —/\)L7s RS TIEROHEHF S X7 A

Japan

BAE

EPO
RN ST

South Korea China
BE RE

USA Connection
K EiE

=)

WIPO-CASE

® 33 countries/organizations®™ participating, in
addition to the |P5 Offices (as of November2021)

® Further expansion is expected in the future.

® AFICHAT, 33DE - #E A5

(2021F11 BER)

e SENERDILANPRHIND

*Australia, Azerbaijan, Brazil, Brunei, Cambodia, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Egypt,
Finland, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, New

///.\\\ *
Ny

Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, The Philippines, Portugal, Singapore, Spain,
Thailand, Turkey, UK, Ukraine, Uruguay, Viet Nam, EAPO, WIPO

KTFENWNATO Y AFVRARZTIL ATV AVRAVRRIT D954+ I
TAIVT M A=RATUT AFY AVRIT ARG YA P =TT SV HR—IL,
ARV ZAFY, ML Za—TY =3V R NTFZa—F=T7 714UEY, 714V
SYR, TSV, FILRA RS L RIL— RILRAIL, YL—3 7 EVTIL, SR,
EAPO. WIPO
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6) Collaboration with WIPO GREEN

WIPO GREEN was launched in 2013 for WIPQO’s
promotion of development and dissemination of
environmental technologies. Through its online
database and regional activities, WIPO GREEN connects
green tech seekers and providers.

The JPO joined WIPO GREEN as a partner in February
2020. In June 2021, the JPO held the “International
Symposium on Intellectual Property -Initiatives to Solve
Environmental Issues through WIPO GREEN-"*%in an
online format, with an objective to contribute to solving
environmental issues by making effective use of IP. The
Symposium was live-streamed in Japanese, English,
Chinese, and Korean and held a panel discussion under
the theme of challenges and further developments of
WIPO GREEN.

The JPO will continue to cooperate with WIPO and WIPO
Japan Office, and work on disseminating environmental
technologies.*¢

28 2021 FOMERBR

6) WIPO GREEN &mih

WIPO GREENIZ., WIPONBIBRMOBER L L RAEREL
THZEEBHELT2013FICT G EIFEETH . F
VISA YT —IR—ADHIBDEFES EE L, BERNTOEE
ELEBEEEORCEDTH D,

HAERHF($. 202028 IZWIPO GREEN (2/8— h+—
E LTS, 2021F6B (215, MNMEDEREE CBE
BEmAAOEREZEER T E2BNE Uiz, [ERMEY
ViRY™ i~WIPO GREEN%IE U 7= ISR EM R A D EUE
~T) BAVSA VA TRE. B VRY D LIEEARRE.
HE EBERVBEETS A JEEL. WIPO GREEND
BELSBOREBET—VELENRRILTARAvYavE
e

S EWIPOREPWIPOBAEBA A L. BERMOD
ERSEE AL T,

Panel discussion of the symposium
SVRIILIEIFTRZNRRILT A RAvoay

*4  World Intellectual Property Organization - *5
Centralized Access to Search and Examination

: English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/kokusai/
seminar/wipo_green.html

: BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
seminar/wipo_green.html

*6  WIPO GREEN & M%7 : Collaboration with
WIPO GREEN

¥ English
% https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/kokusai/
& green.html

. BAFE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
wipo/green.html
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7) International Cooperation on Al and loT-
Related Inventions

(i) ASEAN-Japan Patent Experts Meeting

At the 11th ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting*’
held in August 2021, the Economic Research Institute
for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) presented a report*® of
their research findings on patent examination practices
for emerging technologies in ASEAN Member States.
This research uses case examples pertinent to emerging
technologies, including Al-related technologies,*® from the
JPO Examination Handbook and investigates examination
results for each case, judging in accordance with laws and
regulations of ASEAN countries. The contents of this report
were also discussed at the second ASEAN-Japan Patent
Experts Meeting*'® held in September 2021. Discussions
are planned to be held at the ASEAN-Japan Patent Experts
Meeting on an ongoing manner in the future.

(ii) Comparative Study Between the JPO and the EPO
With the aim of further enhancing the contents of
the comparative study on computer implemented
inventions/software related inventions between the
JPO and the European Patent Office (EPO) released in
March 2019, the JPO conducted a comparative study on
additional case examples of Al-related inventions, etc.
Comparison of the newly added case examples shows
similarities and differences between the JPO and the
EPO’s approach to the description requirement and
inventive step for Al-related inventions. An updated
report was released in November 2021.*"1

(i) 1P5 Meeting™"

At the 14th IP5 Heads of Office Meeting*'® in June 2021,
the IP5 offices agreed on a roadmap for IP5 cooperation
in the fields of New Emerging Technologies (NET)/AL.
Working groups, etc. will be advancing concrete work in
areas including legal aspects, such as comparative study
of examination practices for NET/Al-related inventions.

7) Al - loT BEEFMRICEY 3 ERiGH

(i) BASEANEEHFEFIRESS

202148 AMETIEBASEANEHFTRESEICEVWTE
77 - ASEANIFER Y% — (ERIA) A5, ASEANS
EICH T2 umEBMOBTEEERICHT 2 AERRRS
lpaniz, ZOREEF. BRERTTOBEENY RTv Y
[CBHSINLAIBERN # & O EHEMmIcET 256 %,
ASEANZBEDERFITA> THIW T2 ED LS RBEERE
REBDZODMDINLIEEDTH D, AREDARIE. 2021
FIRDE2MBASEANBHAEFRSA 1BV TLER
TNz, SERLHASEANFHEFIRKEGICHE WV THRERIC
BmaERT 2 FE,

(i) BERIERMFE

201938 IZAKRLEY 7 b T 7EERBICEY 5EPO
EDHBMEDS SR EBMWIC, AIBERBAZD
EBMEIZEY 2 LR R % R, #zISBMU=EfOL
BICE D, BAESHTEEPOIZS T BAIBERBDLTE
BEUROESHEDEZ TOBMUARUEREEZASMNLT
W5, 2021F11BIZT v 77— b LIEREEEAK,

(i) AFF (IP5) &g+
201F6ADEVEAFRESE ICHEVT, FEIMT - Al
ABEOHBAICET BEELEO— Ry FIZAE. %, Fi-
AREXRBICHRIBEEBOLEME L VW IHEANAIES
[22WT, BEERSECERNRELEEZED 5 FE,

*7  See Part 2, Chapter 2, 2.1 “ASEAN".

552 B0 2 BB 2 Bi% 118 [ASEAN] 2R
*8 English
https://www.eria.org/publications/
research-on-patent-examination-
% Ppractices-for-emerging-technologies-in-
asean-member-states/

i HAGE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/
ugoki/202109/2021092101.html
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English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
% rule/guideline/patent/ai_jirei_e.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
i guideline/patent/ai_jirei.html Bl

B
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/epo/
software_201903.html

*12 See Part 2, Chapter 2, 1.3 “IP5 Meeting”.
B2HE2EL1HEIE (AT (IP5) 24

BAGE
https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2021/06/
20210624004/20210624004.html
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8) First Joint Statement by G7 IP Offices

On November 19, 2021, the G7 Heads of IP Office
Conversation was held via video conference, bringing
together heads-level officials from IP offices in G7
member states (G7 IP offices). In addition to the
heads of G7 IP offices, WIPO Director General Tang
participated in the Conversation as an observer. They
held discussions regarding issues in the IP field and also
adopted the Joint Statement, the first of its kind by the
G7 IP offices.

Through the Conversation, the G7 IP offices compiled
the Joint Statement, in which they confirmed that
good IP regimes provide confidence and certainty for
innovators, creators, and investors. In order to establish
a balanced international IP environment that maximizes
the benefits from innovation and creativity, as well as to
support the post-pandemic global economic recovery,
the G7 IP offices shared their recognition of initiatives
for IP and public health, IP and future technologies
including Al, best practices in IP enforcement, and
cooperation between G7 IP offices at WIPO.

JPO Commissioner Mori commented that IP systems
are essential in order to support the promotion of
innovation in public health as with other fields. He also
remarked that IP systems play a key role in encouraging
development of NET such as Al and touched upon the
importance of creating an environment of effective IP
enforcement.

Innovatic -

Muster

G7 Heads of IP Office Conversation
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from top left to right, JPO (Commissioner Mori), Intellectual Property Office of the United Kingdom (UKIPO) (Chief Executive and Comptroller General

Moss), Canadian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO) (Interim CEO Georgaras)

from mid left to right, WIPO (Director General Tang (observer)), National Institute of Industrial Property of France (INPI) (Director General Faure), USPTO
(acting Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and Director of USPTO Hirshfeld)
from bottom left to right, German Patent and Trade Mark Office (DPMA) (President Rudloff-Schéffer), Italian Patent and Trademark Office (UIBM) (Head of

European and International Affairs Marzetti)
G7 AT REBREH
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Support Measures, Law Amendments, etc.
XEBEHER. FNIEF

I 1 Support Measures

In order to support the IP activities of users, such as
companies, universities, and communities, the JPO has
implemented various measures from diverse aspects, such
as the provision of information, consultation services,
and support related to fees. In particular, in July 2018,
the JPO newly launched the Startup Support Section, and
strengthened support focused on startups. For startups
aiming to achieve rapid growth based on innovative
technologies and ideas, IP strategy is an essential element
for competing internationally. Therefore, the JPO will
implement necessary support measures.

1) Startup Support
In order to promote the IP activities of startups, the JPO is
implementing support from multiple perspectives.

(i) Intellectual Property Acceleration program for
Startups (IPAS) ™' [Figure 2-3-1]

- Aimed at early-stage startups, the JPO dispatches
IP mentoring teams to provide support for the
development of IP strategies.

- IP mentoring teams are comprised of IP experts, such as
patent attorneys, and business experts, such as venture
capitalists.

- In FY2021, the JPO provided support to 20 companies.

- The JPO also implemented a knowledge-sharing program
for developing experts who will support startups.

(ii) Super-Accelerated Examination/Accelerated
Examination Using Interviews for startups

-While the existing super-accelerated examination
system was aimed at “working-related applications” and
“foreign-related applications”, conditions were eased in
July 2018 to include patent applications for startups if
they are “working-related applications”.

- In 2021, there were 523 requests for super-accelerated
examinations for startups.

- For the patent applications of startups utilizing
accelerated examinations,*? the JPO initiated accelerated
examinations using interviews with examiners, which
will lead to the strategic acquisition of patent rights
through interviews conducted prior to first action
notification.

-In 2021, there were 29 requests for accelerated
examinations using interviews for startups.

D
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Figure 2-3-1 Outline of IP Acceleration Program for Startups (IPAS)
MPT7oE5L—>3a>y7O7 5L (IPAS) OFE

Formulation of

Diagnosis of business/

Brush-up of strategy

IP strategy = Py Np— growth strategies
B/ AHEROD R RRBBOEE
- Check core competence - Integrate capital policy and IP strategy - Define external collaboration policy
+ Check target market - Enhance anti-counterfeit and - Define FTO and monopoly strategies
- Check IP acquisition status and monopoly measures - Define application strategies
strategy - Consider market expansion/pivot - #AEBE#E A D EKL
CA7AVEY Y ADORER - BEABERE M ORMA < FTO LA DEMRIL
- 7=y MBSO - R, REXRDRE - RIEHREBOE KL
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products and services that Gain technical credibility
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k2  See Part 2, Chapter 1, 1.3 (i) “Accelerated
Examination System”
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(iii) JETRO Innovation Program: JIP

-Aimed at startups and small and medium-sized
enterprises utilizing IP to expand overseas, this program
provides support for business matching overseas, such
as mentoring using a network of leading overseas
accelerators.

- In 2021, the Silicon Valley program was implemented.

(iv) Dissemination of Information

-The JPO opened “IP BASE”,*? an |P portal site for
startups, in December 2018. It provides content such
as IP expert search and a Q&A corner for users to ask
questions to IP experts. The JPO also held IP study
sessions limited to |P BASE-registered members.

- The JPO disseminated information on Twitter and
Facebook “IP BASE” accounts as needed.

- The JPO publishes a collection of IP strategy cases of
Japanese and foreign startups, a collection of IPAS
cases, and a guide for venture investors.

- The JPO held regular IP seminars and study sessions for
startups.

- In 2021, the JPO created IP BASE YouTube channel.**
It contains videos for IP beginners (e.g., how to register
for IP BASE, introduction of IP BASE content) and
videos for startups that recognize the need for IP (e.g.,
interviews with startups that utilize IP, conversations
with venture capitalists and patent attorneys).

(v) Fee Reduction and Exemption

- For startups, examination request fees, patent fees, and
international filing fees are reduced to one-third upon
request.

(iii) BARFMEREYRALXE (¥ bO -1/ R—

v3y - 7OY54h:)IP)
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2) Support for Small and Medium-Sized
Enterprises

(i) Information on Support Measures for SMEs

The JPO provides SMEs with easy-to-understand
information on the overall support measures implemented
by the JPO and the National Center for Industrial Property
Information and Training (INPIT), such as the Intellectual
Property Comprehensive Help Desk, the seminar on IP
rights systems, and reduction and exemption of patent
fees, as well as information on the dispatch of global IP
producers, the subsidy for filing foreign applications which
subsidizes the costs required for foreign applications, and
support measures for overseas expansion, such as fee
reduction systems for charges related to PCT international
applications.** In addition, the JPO has opened an IP
Finance Portal Site*® that evaluates the business potential
of SMEs utilizing IP, and introduces initiatives that will
lead to financing and management support from financial
institutions (IP finance).

Furthermore, targeting companies with high potential
for IP utilization, the JPO and INPIT provide hands-on
follow-up support up to the stage of business growth, in
accordance with the “Second Action Plan for Regional
Intellectual Property Revitalization”*” formulated in July
2020.

(ii) Action Plan for Utilization of Intellectual Property
by Small and Medium Enterprises and Startups

In order to strengthen support for the use of IP by SMEs
and startups, the JPO and the Small and Medium Enterprise
Agency (SMEA) released the “Action Plan for Utilization
of Intellectual Property by Small and Medium Enterprises
and Startups” in December 2021.#% This action plan
includes strengthening coordination of measures with
SMEA, reinforcing organizational collaboration between
INPIT and other support institutions for SMEs, effective
implementation of IPAS, and enhancing the Intellectual
Property Comprehensive Help Desk, such as establishing
the “Accelerated Support Program” (tentative name) in
which a team of IP and management support experts
provides one-on-one support to SMEs keen to exploit IP.

2) FhEMITRE
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= https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/chusho/
chitekizaisan/handson/index.html
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3) Information on Support Measures for Universities, etc.

(i) Information on Support Measures for Universities, etc.
The JPO and INPIT are developing comprehensive
support measures, from the creation of inventions to
utilization of rights and commercialization, in order to
promote IP activities at universities, etc., which are the
source of innovations.**

- The JPO implements the project for dispatching IP
strategy designers to universities. In this project, IP
strategy designers with expertise in university-industry
collaboration and specific technical fields maintain
communication with university personnel responsible
for supporting research as well as researchers. They
help discover research outcomes whose IP rights are not
protected, in parallel with mutually sharing knowledge
and know-how, and suggest IP strategies that will lead
to further development of research that researchers
aspire to pursue. In August 2021, the knowledge gained
in this project was published as a collection.*°

- The JPO and INPIT implement the IP producer dispatch
project, which dispatches IP experts to universities
and R&D consortiums, etc. that promote R&D projects
financed by competitive public funding, and the IP
advisor for university-industry collaboration dispatch
project, which dispatches IP experts to universities
carrying out university-industry collaboration activities
directed towards commercialization.

(ii) Action Plan for Utilization of Intellectual Property
by Universities

In order to strengthen support for the use of IP by
universities, the JPO and INPIT released the “Action Plan
for Utilization of Intellectual Property by Universities”
with the Industrial Science and Technology Policy and
Environment Bureau of the Ministry of Economy, Trade
and Industry in December 2021.*" This action plan
includes strengthening coordination of measures with
the Bureau, establishment of the “University-Industry
Collaboration and Startup Advisor Project”*'? by INPIT,
effective implementation of the “Project for Dispatching
IP Strategy Designers to Universities”, and initiatives for
establishing support for the acquisition of international
rights that contribute to the global expansion of
university-launched startups.
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4) User Support by the Information System

(i) System Development for Improvement of
Convenience for Users

The JPO has undertaken system development in line with

the “Plan for Optimization of Operations and Systems of

the JPO”*2 formulated in March 2013. The actions to be

implemented by FY2022 in the plan were incorporated

into the “MET]I Digital Transformation Plan”*'* (revised

March 30, 2020). At present, in line with the plan, the

JPO is advancing system development to improve

convenience for users along with sweeping reviews of

system structures.

a. Major achievement of system development in 2021

- In April 2021, in preparation for the implementation
of the revised Design Act, the JPO completed system
adaptation for the (1) introduction of collective
application for multiple designs, (2) elimination of
the article classification table, and (3) expansion of
remediable procedures, and launched the service.

b. System development scheduled for 2022

- The JPO will renovate the official gazette system, and
the period until the official gazettes are issued will be
shortened.

(ii) Japan Platform for Patent Information (J-PlatPat)
J-PlatPat is a patent information online service with user-
friendly functions to search for official gazettes of patents,
utility models, designs, and trademarks and to check legal
status.*’®

a. Major function improvements in 2021

- Addition of a simple version of PMGS, which is a display
format suitable for printing a list of classifications.

- Increase in the number of search results for CSV output
from 100 to 500.

- Addition of the full-text search function for official
gazettes of appeal/trial decisions.

- Expansion of cases subject to the RSS feed function*
to all applications for patents, utility models, designs,
and trademarks.

b. Function improvements scheduled for 2022

- Daily update of official gazette information that can
be searched and checked on J-PlatPat to adapt to the
renewal of the JPO’s official gazette system.
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information when documents of a
registered case are updated.
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https://www.j-platpat.inpit.go.jp
https://www.inpit.go.jp/katsuyo/startup/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/sesaku/gyomu/system_saitekika_2013.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/sesaku/gyomu/system_tougou.html
https://www.j-platpat.inpit.go.jp
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(iii) Trial Provision of API for Obtaining Patent
Information

In January 2022, in order to promote further use of
the patent information held by the JPO, it commenced
trial provision of patent information through API
for interested users. This API provides bibliographic
information, progress information, and the text of
documents such as notice of reasons for refusal, for
patents in Japan. By making it possible to obtain patent
information mechanically, the API is expected to further
diversify the ways of utilizing patent information.

(iii) HFEFIEIRESAPIDRITIR B

2022F1B &0, BFFORET 2 HFBEROEL2FEH
ZRET D, FEEICH L. APIZFALLEFERD
RITREZHB L. RAPIE. BEAERORTFOEFBER
CIEBER. ERBEREBNEENEEREREZRHIIED
THb, FFBEROBBMEBREENIREE RS ZEIZ&ND,
FEFBERDERTEN S 5 (CEKRLT 5 Z EH BTSN,
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I 2 Review of IP Systems

1) Overview

At the JPO, the Patent System Subcommittee, which
is under the Intellectual Property Committee of the
Industrial Structure Council of the Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry, published an interim report in July
2020 titled “Desirable Patent System for the new era of
Al/10T Technologies”, and a report in February 2021
titled “Desirable Patent System in the Post-Corona/ Under
the Corona Pandemic”. In addition, the same Committee’s
Trademark System Subcommittee published a report in
February 2021 titled “Desirable Trademark System in the
Post-Corona/ Under the Corona Pandemic”. Furthermore,
the Committee’s Fundamental Issues Subcommittee
published a report in February 2021 titled “Desirable
Industrial Property Right Policy in the Post-Corona/
Under the Corona Pandemic”. The Committee’s Patent
Attorney System Subcommittee also published a report
in February 2021 titled “Direction of the Revision of the
Patent Attorney System”.

A bill to partially amend the Patent Act, etc., including
the items above, was decided by the Cabinet on March 2,
2021, submitted to the 204th ordinary Diet session, and
following deliberation in the Houses of Representatives
and Councillors, promulgated as Act No. 42 on May 21,
2021.

2) The Revisions

The revisions made in the Act for Partial Amendment
of the Patent Act, etc., which was promulgated as Act
No. 42 on May 21, 2021, are as follows.

(i) Patent Act

a. Review of the System for Restoration of Right
The criteria for reinstatement of rights which are lost
due to failure to comply with time limits were relaxed.
*The Utility Model Act, the Design Act, and the

Trademark Act were revised to the same effect.
b. Introduction of a System for Seeking Comments from
Third Parties in Patent Infringement Litigation, etc.

In patent infringement litigation, etc., if the court,
at the motion of a party, finds it to be necessary, the
court should be able to seek comments from third
parties regarding necessary matters such as the
application of laws.
* The Utility Model Act was revised to the same effect.

12 oo

1) 5w

FEFTIE,. EEBSERIINVESBRRETHIENEES
[ZEWT. 2020F 7R ICHBEHREEZ L LT Al - loTED
BRICA IO LWEFHIEDEN ] #AK L. 202142R
[CRESE [V X207+ /RIAIOFERIZE T 25
EDENA] #RAK Uz, £l-. EEXBEEBRSNNMED
HEmEHENEER(ICEVWT, 2021F2R(ICHREE [V
a8+ /KRR DAFRRICE T 2BENEDEN AICD
WT) ZAKRLTIZ, 610, EXBEBEBSANVEI RS
EXABBNEERICEWVWT, 2021F2RICRKREE [V X3
O+ /RZNDOFRRICE T2 EEMEEBRDED /]
EARUIZ, Z LT, EEBEEERANMESRSAEL
FIENEZEER(ICEVWT, 202TF2HICHREE [RELHIED
RELOABEKEICODWT] ZAK LT,
NH6OABRZED. B EED—HABIET 2 ERERIL
20213 A2HICEBEARE . F204EEEERRANREH SN,
R SR TOREER T, 2021E5821HITEEERS
cLTamInr,

2) WERE
20214521 BICEEERS & L IAH INLBHFEED
—#HAERET 2HERICH T IREFERATOESEN,

(i) %FE

a. EAEENEOREL
HFESNFHRIBOERICE D ERLUIIBE(C. SN
FFESZLET 2 IONEHZEMI DL,
XEAFRE BEERVUBEBEECSVWIREOHEEZE
o

b. HFERERILEZEILSIT2E=EEREEHEDEA
HETEERSHFNRFCEWT, HYIFA(E. HEEORITIC
&0 BENHDZERHDEEL EFEOBRFEOLER
FHIIDWIE=ZFDRRZ kO ZHTELZLEL
2o

XERFRERICHVTREBDRIE % £,
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c. Allowing Parties, etc. to Appear Online on the Date of

the Oral Proceedings
Parties, etc. can participate in oral proceedings of a
trial or an appeal via a web conference system, etc.
without having to come to the trial court in person.
*The Utility Model Act, the Design Act, and the
Trademark Act were revised to the same effect.

d. Review of the Requirement of the Consent of a Non-

exclusive Licensee in a Trial for Correction, etc.

The consent of a non-exclusive licensee is no longer
required when filing a request for trial for correction,
and when filing a request for correction in a trial for
patent invalidation or in the procedures for filing
opposition to grant of patent, etc.

*The Utility Model Act and the Design Act were

revised to the same effect.

e. Revision of Patent Fee*’

System changes were made to specify the statutory

maximum amount of patent fees by law and the

specific amount by Cabinet Order within that range.

The statutory maximum amounts were raised from

the existing fees.

* The Trademark Act was revised to the same effect.
The Utility Model Act and the Design Act only made
the system changes.

f. Exemption from Payment of a Surcharge in the Event of

a Disaster, etc.
A right holder is exempted from payment of a patent
surcharge (registration surcharge) when the right
holder fails to pay the patent fee (registration fee)
within the prescribed period due to a disaster, etc.
*The Utility Model Act, the Design Act, and the
Trademark Act were revised to the same effect.

C.

e,

f

OEFBHPRICE T2 UEEZEOHBEOA V1 1k
BHOOBBERICEWVWT, YEFENYEMNICEHEICH
BT B WL, WEBRBRVRATLZFICEDESMT 52
EZAREIC LT,
XEAFRE BEERVUBEECSVWIAEDHERE
i
. FAIEBHECH T 2BEEEBEEDEEDEHFOREL
STEEHOBERROHFTENEHUX (LT EBDOHILTO
FHROPTITITENEREICEWT, BEERMESE DX
BEAREE LT,
KEAFRZERVEREIZE WTEE DHIE % EHE,
BErRlogE ™
EEINTULWEHFRICOWT, EREEEELZDEHE
ATEFNSELARSTEDIRRET D EELEIT, EE
ERBEABRTRELNIZLEFEI L& LT
KEERIIBVWTEAEDREA R, EAFRE BEE
[ZBEWTIIHRREBEDH % £,
. KREZEDRERICH T 2EEFRE DR
KEEAERICHTR (ZFR) omMHEBEER L7125
BICENSRETE (BBEZ RN DMt & RlRdT 2L & Ui,
KERMBE BEEERVBEEEICEVWTIRAEDHIEEE
i

*71  See Part 2, Chapter 3, 2.3 “Revision of Fees”.

B2MEIBFE2HE 3 E HEWE] 2R,



(i) Design Act
a. Addition of Method for Submission of the Proving
Document for Exception to the Lack of Novelty for an
International Application for Design Registration
With regard to an international application for design
registration, in order to allow applicants to submit a
document proving that the design is applicable for the
exception to the lack of novelty to WIPO at the time
of the filing, it would be deemed that the document
was submitted to the JPO Commissioner when the
application is filed with WIPO.
b. Review of the Method for Sending a Certified Copy of
a Decision to Register the Design for an International
Application under the Geneva Act of the Hague
Agreement
A certified copy of a decision to register the design
can be sent together with the electronic notice of the
statement of grant of protection sent via WIPO.

(iii) Trademark Act

a. Regulating Cross-border Transactions of Counterfeit

Goods under the Trademark Act, etc.
In response to the increasing imports of counterfeit
goods for personal use, it was clarified that an overseas
vendor’s act of bringing counterfeit goods into Japan
by mail or other means constitutes an infringement
of trademark right, and regulations on the inflow of
counterfeit goods were strengthened.
* The Design Act was revised to the same effect.

b. Review of the Method for Paying an Individual Fee

and the Method for Sending a Certified Copy of a

Decision to Register the Trademark for an International

Application under the Madrid Protocol
The method for paying an individual fee for an
international application under the Madrid Protocol
was changed from two-part payment (first payment
at the time of filing the international application
and second payment at the time of registration of
the trademark right in Japan) to lump-sum payment
(paid in full at the time of filing the international
application). At the same time, it was made possible
to send a certified copy of a decision to register the
trademark together with the electronic notice of the
statement of grant of protection sent via WIPO.
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(i) BEZX

a. ERBESFREBRICE T 2HRURIOFNERILRE

DIRHTTEDILTE
BREQCERERICEL. BEEOHMRMUERLDFINDREED
BRAZRTS-OOAEZ. HER(ICHFRMNOFREER
B (WIPO) ICIRET DI L ETIREE T 7=&. HHKALH
EZWIPOICHELKICBFTREICRELLEDEH
mgZeelis,

b. EREBEEHZFLREICHITEEFREETDEERDEESED

RBEL
ERBEEOEARDKEEZ., WIPOZREH L RENSER
[CRBBFHEME—RILT D & ZABEE LT

(iii) BRE

a. RMADBIREG|(CEY 2EREFCH T 2REOBE

HEIZDOWT
BRI HEAERAENOEBRDEACKE L. BAEES
12 & BIEMEmEEEE(C L D ERNICRLATITAD EIRE
DEETHARERD ZEZBHELL. EMRRAICET 2R
fllzmfb Ui
XEREICEWTHEE DRIE % X,
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BEEDEARDFEAELENDREL
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REDDFAICLIBEFHEME— NI 2 & xApEE
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(iv) Act on Special Provisions for Procedures related to
Industrial Property Right
a. Commencement of Prepayment by Bank Transfer
Prepayment of patent fees and other fees can be made
by bank transfer instead of patent revenue stamps.

(v) Act on International Applications under the Patent
Cooperation Treaty

a. Revision of International Search Fees
Among the fees for international applications
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the maximum
amounts of fees related to international searches, etc.
were raised.

(vi) Patent Attorney Act
a. Change of the Name of Professional Corporations
The Japanese name of corporations to which patent
attorneys belong was changed from tokkyo gyomu
hdgjin to benrishi hgjin.
b. Introduction of Professional Corporation in the Form of
One-Person Corporation
The number of patent attorney members required for
incorporation and survival of a corporation to which
patent attorneys belong was changed from “two or
more” to “one or more”.
c.Addition of Consultation Services relating to
Preparation of Opinions under the System for Seeking
Comments from Third Parties in Patent Infringement
Litigation, etc.
Consultation services relating to the system for
seeking comments from third parties in patent
infringement litigation, etc. were added as business
that can be undertaken by patent attorneys.
d. Addition of Business of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fishery IP
Consultation services and support for filing foreign
applications with regard to IP rights related to
agriculture, forestry and fisheries (new plant varieties/
geographical indications) were added as business that
can be undertaken by patent attorneys.

(iv) TEMBEEICEAT 3 FHRFORFICEYT SER

a. WITIOAIC K 2 FiMDRA

RFRIEX BFHEBEOFMCOVT, FFHKICKS TR
ITIROAIC R 2 FilzAlREE Lo,

(v) FFBARNICED K ERHEEFICET 5 ER

a. ERREICEY Z2FHERORE

FEFBARNICED CEBRERICHRZ FHEBDS 5. B
REICEIT2FEREDLRELZSISLFEI e LT

(vi) #EBL*
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RETOMET 2EADEZMIIOVWT, BFHFEBEADD
AETEANIEEL,

b. HIFEBEAD—NEAGEDEA
AETOMET 2EADRIL - EHREHFICOVWT, AEL
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3) Revision of Fees

Patent fees, etc. are reviewed according to the status
of revenue and expenditure. Most recently, they have
been lowered three times since 2008 in an effort to
balance revenue and expenditure. However, due to such
factors as an increase in the examination burden, large-
scale renewal of information systems, and renovation of
government buildings, the Patent Special Account has
been in deficit every consecutive fiscal year since FY2014,
further tightening the financial situation. Meanwhile,
given the importance of maintaining and improving
the quality and speed of examinations and maintaining
and enhancing services for promoting innovation, the
JPO has decided to revise patent fees and other fees to
increase revenue while conducting a thorough review of
expenditures. [Figure 2-3-2]

Figure 2-3-2 Main Fees Subject to Revision / BE% 1T 5 E7klE

28 2021 FDHERER

3) BEWE

RHEFRSEE, NERRIZISCTRELAT>TEN, Bl
Tld. 2008FLLE, 3@ IChH Tz > TBIE TS INHEER -
T&Ef UL, BEEEEOEN. BHRY X7 LOKXRIER
HMOTEREREDEEIZLD, 2014FELIE. RFFRRl
REFEEEERL URFRELRD, HBUIRREMEEL T
W3, —H. BEEDEPAE—-RO#ZFLAL U—ERD
WRFERERA / R=V IV EED-OHICEETH D=0,

REOHENLGREELICIRNEAA DD, MABER DN,

RFREOREREEITI & & Uiz, [2-3-2E]

1-3rd year 2,100 + 200 yen per claim 4,300 + 300 yen per claim
1-3F 2,100 + #FRKIEH x 200 A 4,300 + FKIEH x 300 M
4-6th year 6,400 + 500 yen per claim 10,300 + 800 yen per claim
4-6 & 6,400 + FFKIEH x 500 M 10,300 + & KIE% x 800
7-9th year 19,300 + 1,500 yen per claim 24,800 + 1,900 yen per claim
7-9 & 19,300 + 3K\ x 1,500 A 24,800 + EERIEH % 1,900 [
10th year and beyond 55,400 + 4,300 yen per claim 59,400 + 4,600 yen per claim
10 - 55,400 + FKIEH % 4,300 F 59,400 + FERIEH x 4,600 H
Registration fee 28,200 yen per classification 32,900 yen per classification
B X% x 28,200 B X3# x 32,900 H

Renewal fee 38,800 yen per classification 43,600 yen per classification
E kst X¥ x 38,800 [ X4 x 43,600 A

Search fee + transmittal fee

(Japanese) 80,000 yen 160,000 yen
AEFHH A FER 80,000 M 160,000 M
(B&FE

Search fee + transmittal fee

(English) 166,000 yen 186,000 yen
AEFHR + XS FER 166,000 M 186,000 M
(3258)
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Initiatives for Operational — s
I 3 ImprovementsathPO I 3 BEFICHITZEBREONE

1) Update of Mission, Vision and Values (MVV)*'
The environment surrounding the JPO is changing
rapidly and significantly with the changes in society. To
overcome this situation, the JPO decided to enshrine as
its mission and vision the society it aspires to achieve and
the actions it will take to realize such a society, and share
its intentions not only with staff but also with the users.
In brainstorming the MVV, the then JPO Commissioner
sent a message to all staff, and staff members across
different positions and departments, including senior
officials, held interactive discussions from the same
standpoint. In the course of seeking opinions three times,
holding individual briefing sessions, and conducting
workshops, staff deepened their discussion over a period
of around six months, with each member giving serious
thought and proposing ideas. The JPO’s new MVV
was created with importance attached to gaining the
acceptance of all staff and was decided on June 1, 2021.
[Figure 2-3-3] [Figure 2-3-4]

1) 2yyayv-Evay - NYa-(MVV)*
DEH

HEDOEEHIC, FHFTZRNEIREFIRARICZLTK
ELELTWVWD, CORREFENHMZ S0, FHRLEZW
HEBPZOHEORBICAITTAEZT 20N %E Iy 3
VeEYIVELTED, BEOHAHT I —DERKRE
BWEHBEITSH L& LT

MVVZERRET T 5 (CH=D, YRORENOBESEIZA Y
T—I%%ED, BRLEHTRACHEOERLZ2BENEL
UGICI->THEICERm Uz, £ 3EIChI=2ERREEE.
BERlDFBER, 7—7>ay EEZBCT BE—ADED
MNERCEZ, 74T T75H L. NEEENTTCERETF
iz, 2021F6ATHIC. BE2BOHRZXRYIIZL TED
EIF=HFTOHIZBEMVVERE U, [2-3-33] [2-3-4H]

*1 R .
2 % English
¥1 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/
et tokkyo_mvv.html

o HAGE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/
tokkyo_mvv.html
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Figure 2-3-3 Mission, Vision and Values (MVV) / Sv> 3y - Y3V - /NYa—X (MVV)

<Mission/ Sy 3v> <Vision/ E¥Y 3 v> <Values / /\1) 2 —X>

To achieve a society in which ideas To promote innovation* through - Conduct business operations with
are respected and each individual is enhancement of IP rights by co- integrity and fairness based on
encouraged to ignite creativity. creating an IP ecosystem* in which transparency.

ideas exploring the future can be - Act from the users’ standpoint.

M) BEEIN, —AVENHRIED

KL< BB AE R 2 developed to generate new values. - Continue to improve without being

bound by past practices.

EEHEREEEU T, _ ; .
RREEC (A1) PEEN. i BIEHE Q;;g’,;“ct've‘y as a professional
PEBHENS :

A, L - Think and deal with issues as a

1/ R=y 3V * %2 ETS

-EAMEE - T RIE. AFICEEE
75

- A—Y—-DMBTEZD

SRS S ED LY, WEERKITS

-7a7TvaFILeE L TERBICAT
95

S Sl zNOLEL d fekvas)

* IP ecosystem refers to the so-called ecology of IP, which also includes the concept of IP cycle, i.e., a positive cycle of development to create, protect,
and make strategic use of IP. Specifically, this indicates a system, in which based on IP being created under the IP cycle, people have a positive impact
upon each other and upon the society in order to autonomously establish new ideas and values.

* The word “innovation” is not limited to technological matters. Rather, it has a broad meaning that includes the development of new business models
and social systems.

FRMIOSRT AL ANMEZRAEL, REL, FAT2BERETRIANAEY 1 7 LOBRICMA. ZIHDEENDMNMEZEC, ALHEWIC, i,
HRTH L TEFREBEREL. BRNICHALBENEERSN, ok 18] AEEN. HLENERHEINE. VWOEANHEDERREELETY,
A/ R=2 Ve BITERICRL T, HLLWEYXRIETIPHEROMBLDRIEAEZEUEREDNA /R—2 a3 Vv EELET,

Figure 2-3-4 MVV Statement / MVV 27— kX ¥ k

[ <Statement/ 27—k XY k> j

We believe the following: EHDRWKRRZHRL T/ (3.
Innovative ideas for exploring the best possible future start with ~ : —ADEDD [BDT=0] BBIRED,
each person’s passion to do something useful and valuable, which © ZOIE#I 2. BICENERRABVNTINDZEARELTVET,
will itself lead to a truly prosperous future. :
FI=BIE 7] 12T DRV

We will do the following: : o TELEBOME ERAHBORMEME LAN S,
Closely support innovative ideas; L ORRERC ] DB EN FAMENESESNAMM T IVRT LR,
Combine state-of-the-art technologies with professional : MM EICEDZ2TOAIL EHRILET,
knowledge and experiences that we have accumulated and refined :
through the years; and . EOLDEOE LA S HRNREEDRRE T,
Co-create an IP ecosystem, in which ideas exploring the future —ANODEDHBIENERIBLIK B 2HHRERRT 57120,
can be developed to generate new values, with all stakeholders  : A/ R=2 3V EREST DI LI

involved in IP. . fr=blE, @ATRDELET,

We are committed to promoting innovation in order to achieve
a society in which each individual is encouraged to enhance
creativity to deal with various challenges, from improving the
quality of life to solving social issues.
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2) JPO Design-Driven Management Practice

The “Design-Driven Management”*? compiled at the
“Study Group on Competitiveness and Design”,** hosted
by the METI and the JPO in FY2017, proposes that
design-driven management also be put into practice in
government. Consequently, in August 2018, the JPO put
design-driven management into practice by establishing
the position of “Chief Design Officer (CDO)” and formed
several “Design-Driven Management Project Teams”.

(i) I-OPEN™* Team (EXPO 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan
Team)

In 2021, the “Vision Making Team” was renamed “I-OPEN
Team (EXPO 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan Team)”, and
the I-OPEN Project was put into high gear. This project
matches people who hope to realize a prosperous society
and are thus driven to pave the way for the future using
IP borne out of passion and creativity (I-OPENER), with
experts who have the technology and knowledge to
implement ideas in society. The project aims to create
case studies of P use for solving social issues, which will
lead to producing the next generation of I-OPENERs. The
project will be implemented with the goal to present the
outcomes at EXPO 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan.

(ii) SME Design-Driven Management Support Team
The “SME Design-Driven Management Support Team”,
launched in 2020, published the “Handbook on
Design-Driven Management for SMEs” in April 2021 to
facilitate SMEs’ self-implementation of design-driven
management. Accompanied with case studies, it presents
nine “entry points” for SMEs to implement design-driven
management through approaches that suit them. [Figure
2-3-5]

Since September 2021, the Team identifies challenges of
SME support and finds solutions to them by focusing not
only on introducing design-driven management, but also
on its outputs, i.e., new businesses, services and products,
and the protection of the resulting IP.

2) BEFICHEII2TH1 UBEDRRK

017 FEICRBEXEE - BT’ HEL [EXRENL
FTHA VHREZDMELS | ITEVWTED D [T
I URE] BEY] 1BV, TRIZBVWTE [FH1 VR
2| AREBELTW ZEDRERENERE SN, TNEZIT,
BT Tl 2018F8BIC [FH 1 VHkESEREE (CDO)J
HEREITDEEEICERD [THrUoR=E7090 M F—
Ll &#XBEIF, THAUREEREKL TV,

(i) I-OPEN*F—L (KR - BEAEF—L)

20212 TEY 3V AL F VI F— L] 1§ [I-OPENF —
L (KB - BABEAEF—L)] E2MEEEL. I-OPENT
A2y bERHRE L, A0V hTIE. 88t
2EFEV. BOEAEAINLEENZANHEE VLN LT,
KA NDHECEREET S A (I-OPENER) & 74 F«
TEMREETIRMPHHAEE T 2EMRGEE Y FY
U, AFOZERICK D HRBERRET > TV EFIEE
HHEL TV EEHIT, RRDI-OPENER%E £+ EH
NZRET 2, 2025F0KK - BAAETHRZBENT S
ZEHBREIZZOY IV M EEDH TV,

(i) FINREOTYI VRBEREF—L
202021 B EIF e [HINBEDTH A VREXEF— L]
F. FABENELTHA VREEZERTED LS. 2021
F4RI2 [FINBEDHOTHA VRENY R TV o] %
NELUTz, FNBEDN, BOBICE>TZPDATERT S
2D 92D AN O] ZHF & HITHBAL TW D, [2-3-5H]
202TFIAN DI, THAVREDEADHEOT, THFA
VREBICE S TEFENIHREIRR, H—ERPER,
ZIDOEFNIAMDREICLERE YT, FIREDNDE
EBICBIT2BEZHERL, BREKZEFTL WS,

*2 -
HAE
http://www.meti.go.jp/press/2018/05/
L5 20180523002/20180523002-1.pdf
*3

BAE
http://www.meti.go.jp/committee/
kenkyukai/economy.html#sangyo_design

*4  The word “patent” comes from Latin which means “open”. The term
“I-OPEN” means paving the way for IP and innovation by oneself
(1) and making eye-opening achievements.
Patent MEER (&S 7 V3 T Open DEKN H 2, £7-. HWHE
(Intellectual Property) &4/ ~—< 3> (Innovation) ZE2BEE (1)
NHEVWTWE, A4 DEDNS#NESS (Eye-Opening) & L5 EERA
AHLNTWND,


http://www.meti.go.jp/press/2018/05/20180523002/20180523002-1.pdf
http://www.meti.go.jp/press/2018/05/20180523002/20180523002-1.pdf
http://www.meti.go.jp/committee/kenkyukai/economy.html#sangyo_design
http://www.meti.go.jp/committee/kenkyukai/economy.html#sangyo_design
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http://www.meti.go.jp/committee/kenkyukai/economy.html#sangyo_design
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(i) Design-Driven Management Promotion Team (iit) TS VEEREF—L

The “Design-Driven Management Promotion Team”, 202142316 LI [FH URE#EF— L] Tld. B
launched in 2021, takes the lead in permeating design- EADTH A VEEDEBEOTY A VEENEER — RF
driven management among J PO staff and promoting their B eIt CABICE N BB ARACEI TSR

design-oriented thinking. It also disseminates knowledge
gained through these efforts to parties outside the JPO,
and thereby, supports the promotion of design-driven
management all throughout society.

T2 ETHREFRDT YA VREDHEZIEL TW5,

Figure 2-3-5 Handbook on Design-Driven Management for SMEs / FUNEED =D TH A VRE/NY RTw o

FPEROEODFFABENFT 92
g THT AR PART S
H I TS o Tooavo
] H_—~~ L] EEEELW w,
T HT AR

FFRBEHOMEERVEL,
ERERRLTABAYONS
RUAATHLET .

DEMOCRATISING
DESIGN-DRIVEN MANAGEMENT
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3) Streamlining of JPO Procedures

The global COVID-19 pandemic has triggered a need
to rapidly shift to new lifestyles, such as telework and
satellite work. In order to adapt to the social and value
changes brought about by COVID-19, the government
has embraced telework, revised procedures requiring
affixation of seals to improve operational efficiency, and
undertaken initiatives to become a digital government.

In light of the above, the JPO likewise reviewed the
requirement to affix seals for application procedures and
promoted the digitization of procedures.

(i) Review of Affixation of Seals

In accordance with the “Implementation Plan for
Regulatory Reform” (Cabinet Decision of July 17,
2020),** the JPO reviewed procedures that required
people, businesses, and others to affix seals under laws
and regulations and eliminated the seal requirement,
except for 33 types of procedures that are considered
susceptible to substantial forgery damage. [Figure 2-3-6]

3) BFFICHEITHFHESEIL

FRIOF VAL ARPEOHFRNANBRIEARE LI, T
L7—2. Y7354 FT—2ZDH L WEFBRANOBITH
BECKRHOND &R, BFICEWTE, FHEIO
FUAINZRNEH Lt - fEROERICHG TN,
TLI—VEDHEECHNFREE LEDEBYRK. TV
ZIL - HINAY NOHEDEEDED 5N TV D,
FEEBFEZT. BHFFICEVWTE, BEFHOBMNORE
L. FEOTIZILEICAITEEEZED TCEEZATH
%,

(i) HEOREL

R4 EEMEEE (2020 7B 17ABBRE) ) ITEDE,
FFTICBWTINE TEREICKNERPEEEZICTL
THHERO TOWEFHEICOVWTEBELATL., BiECLD
BENKEVWESNZIEDFHERE, WHNERELL
7=o [2-3-6H]

change the system.

cao.go.jp/kisei-kaikaku/kisei/publication/keikaku/200717/keikaku.
: pdf) states that, for procedures requiring people and businesses

to affix their seals under laws and regulations, necessary reviews
would be undertaken in 2020 and laws and regulations, public
notices, notices, etc. would be revised accordingly to permanently

[HalgEEMmEtE] (https://wwws8.cao.go.jp/kisei-kaikaku/kisei/
publication/keikaku/200717/keikaku.pdf) Tl ERZFIZELD.
RYPEBEHCHUFHNERO TVWBIFHICOVT, BEANSHERE L
LT, 2020 ERICBELRRFZTV, ED. &R BEFOREETS
JEEEInTWa,


https://www8.cao.go.jp/kisei-kaikaku/kisei/publication/keikaku/200717/keikaku.pdf
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Figure 2-3-6 Outline of the Review of Affixation of Seals / HEIDRE L D% 2 /7 &£ 241&

All procedures filed with the JPO / BEFTADFiE = 24k
797 types / 7971&

1. Still require affixation of seals (Procedures susceptible to substantial forgery damage)
1. HENE YEFER (REOWENKE VWFHK)

Patent, utility model, design, and trademark governed by separate laws and regulations respectively
R RAR R BE BRI NZNUDOWTHIDES TRE

3 Change of applicant’s name

1 Change of name or address of patent recipient, etc.

| Procedures for registration of transfer of rights

3 Change of name or address of the right holder of patent, etc.

| HEABEES

2. Procedures abolishing affixation of seals
(Submitting documents affixed with a seal after the
abolishment of seals is acceptable for procedure purposes)

[ . ; 2. HEERELEYT 5 FH
| SRR HIER . 3 ;
B i 3 (ENBE L [CENS N BEARIL LT,
| BERSOENEORS EHEE FHLHERLHD AL )
33 types / 331& 764 types / 7641&
v A
k—Y—A Y )kﬂ(_)
Signature, etc. required Abolished in December 2020 Abolished in June 2021
by treaty provision* 20204 12A 1B L 20215 6RI1ZBELE
EHDEE T BLENBE (X) 666 types / 6661& 24 types / 241&
74types/74E |Procedures for appointment | Procedures for written amendment of
I Procedures related to PCT ! | of agent, exception to lack of . | procedure accompanying registration |
‘application ‘novelty, etc. » of right transfer, etc.
| PCTHERBERFHT | | REANZE FREREOANEDFH | | EABERERICHET 2 FRBESSOFHE |

JPO STATUS REPORT 2022 125



Chapter 3
$E3E

(ii) Digitization of Procedures
a. Status of Digitization of Applications Filed with the JPO

The JPO was among the first in the world to digitize
patent applications in 1990, and since then it has
gradually digitized procedures. However, around
500 types of procedures still cannot be filed online
or can be filed online but require the attachment
of documents affixed with seals. Such a situation
potentially poses as an obstacle to the digitization

(ii) FHROTYIIE

a.

FEFTANDBRE(IN) FHEDT V5 IEDIRI

FEFT (3. T990F (TR ICHEMIT TREFFHBZT V5L
fEL. Y& IBRFHEDT I I EEDTEREIAT
HB. LHOLENDE, VI VRBTELRVFRP, &
VIA VBB THIN. RNERL LU THRILEE
BEORENMDERFHRIREHIS00E\EFELTEN.
A—Y—DFIHIUE - TLT—VEDOBEEELD S5 21K

effort and telework of users. [Figure 2-3-7]

b. Status of Document Dispatches by the JPO
In 1993, an online dispatch system was adopted for
sending documents by the JPO, such as responses to
applications filed with the office. However, only about
a quarter of the total number of documents have been
dispatched online. As with the application procedures,
dispatch procedures also require further digitization.
[Figure 2-3-8]

c. Digitizing Procedures (Release of “Plan on Promotion " ) .

of Digital JPO Procedures”) C. FHROTYZILMLICAIFT (BHEFICHTE2FHROT

In light of the above situation, the JPO formulated DY IEHEERTE] DAR)
the “Plan on Promotion of Digital JPO Procedures”** EFREORRAEBEFEZ. 202143A8318(C HFHFFICE T
on March 31, 2021, in which the JPO announced ZFEDT I I CHEESE | 5T L. BHFFICHITF
the desirable form of digitization from the user’s 2% (IN) ROEE (OUT) FHICo>WT, 1—H—

persPecFlve and |nten.t|ons for digitizing the filing of BETOF TS ILD® D T & 7 DHEERIZ[ - SE0F
applications and the dispatch of documents.

MERLH>TWDB, [2-3-7H]

b. REFTH L OHEZE(OUT) FHEOKRMR
FFTAORBICNT INEEDRHFTH D DREEFHIC
DWTIE, 1993FICAYSA VEEI AT LOBE%ZH
HRUTED, REXEBDS B, V51 VRERXIFZ4DD]
BECEEEF>TWVWD, HFEFHREAKIC. CNoDREE
FHIOWTETIYILLEDZ— NFELNT WS,
[2-3-8[]

. #Henzkli,
The plan presents the following schedule for the
development of the digital system. EHEESBEICEWT, UTDORT V21— L TREZEDD
(1) Applications filed with the JPO JEeElLTWa,
By March 2024, the JPO aims to release a system @&z (IN)

that would enable online application for all
procedures.
(2) Documentsdispatched by the JPO

Priority will be given to procedures for which there
is high user demand for digitization. The JPO
aims to develop the system so that all procedures
for which digitization is possible alongside the
development in (1) will be made digital, according
to the development schedule for (1).

ETOFHDF Y S VEBENAREERD LS. 2024

FIRETICVART L) U -RT 2 =BET,
@%3x (OUT)

AP =BT IYILHIEDEENBWFiRaBErIC

BRE L. INFROBHEEHETHETRELRLDIFELT

INFHRORFERT a2 —ILTORKEBET,

LERMADOUTFHEICOWTIE, ELUFIEORITRAES
BERADD, FHE7O-DRELZITV. EFTLORECY
AT LABEOHEEEZEE L2 LT, IERT VY ILLEED
TV Z el EPNCEAPWLEEZREL TV,

For all other documents dispachedby the JPO, the office
will promptly formulate a concrete plan for reviewing
the workflow based on the status of studies of similar
systems, sorting legal issues and the scope of the needed
system improvements, and proceeding with digitization
sequentially.

B
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
sesaku/tetsuzuki_digitalize.html
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Figure 2-3-7 Status of Online Applications / 7> 5+ > Bz DRIK

Total number of applications / #FREE#F41
Approx. 3.10 million / $31075#

Procedures accepting online application (Approx. 300 types)
TV 54 VERFARELEFR (K9300%&E5E)

Examples: Application and right registration procedures
(Ex: Application for patent, trademark, etc., written amendment of procedure)
B - B - EFIBERICEY 5 F R

(B1 : 153 - BRSOHEA. FRALEES)

Applied on paper / 5

Approx. 150,000

Applied online / > 51 vz #1574
A ——

Procedures not accepting online application* (Approx. 500 types)
F V5 A VERFETERWFL (H05007E18)

*Includes procedures requiring submission of attached documents on paper
¥ ORNERZHECRHTIDENHZENDEET

Approx. 200,000 / #5207 #

Examples: Procedures for appointment of agent B ORBARIECET 5 Fh
(Ex: Power of attorney) (51 : =ER)
Procedures related to changes in rights OEMZEHICEY 5Fh
(Ex: Deed of transfer (procedure for transfer of rights), (B : BEALE (EFBEFR)  BHFHRICET 25XKE)
written request for trial/appeal procedure)

Figure 2-3-8 Status of Online Dispatches / # > 5 1 ~ FEDIERIR

Total number of dispatches / #F% ¢4
Approx. 3.95 million / #3955

Documents that can be dispatched online (Approx. 200 types)
* Y51 U FERREBFH (#92007E58)

Examples: Decision of patent, trademark, etc., written
invitation of amendment of procedure
Bl K5EF - BIRSOEE. FRALEESES

Dispatched online / # > 5 1 V%%
Approx. 950,000
(approx. 24%)
95T (#924%)
A

\_Y_)\ . J

Dispatched on paper / i Documents that cannot be dispatched online (Approx. 800 types)
Approx. 200,000 AV S VRETERVFH (H800/EE)

#2051

Procedures based on laws and regulations: Approx. 550 types, approx. 900,000
Procedures not based on laws and regulations: Approx. 250 types, approx. 1.9 million
ERICEDICFR 1 #9550% #9 904

EDITEIARWFS | #2501 #1901

Examples:  Service of duplicate of written request for trial for invalidation (procedure based
on laws and regulations)
Notice of patent fee receipt (procedure not based on laws and regulations)
Bl OBMBEHFERBEOREDRE (ERICED < FH)
ORFFFRIAINE DB (AR ICEIDBVFH)
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4 Diss,emination of Information on
JPO’s Measures to Overseas Users

The JPO disseminates information to overseas users
regarding matters such as the JPO's measures that are
available to overseas users and latest statistics. Through
such dissemination of information, the JPO supports
overseas users in filing applications with the JPO and
smoothly obtaining rights in Japan, and it promotes their
understanding of the JPO’s activities.

- In 2021, “The JPO Quick Reads”*" was published 47
times, through which the JPO disseminated information
focusing on measures available to foreign users, such
as the JPO’s attachés in various countries, the JPO’s
international cooperation that contributes to global
registration of rights, and reports on international
meetings. [Figure 2-3-9]

- The JPO enhanced the content provided on “The JPO
Key Features”.*? It contains information on a range of
measures related to patent, design, trademark, and trial
and appeal. [Figure 2-3-10]

- The JPO enhanced the content of materials that
introduce the JPO’s measures to overseas users and
published the materials on its website.**

- In 2021, the JPO exchanged opinions with 10 foreign
companies, aimed at deepening their understanding
of Japan’s IP rights systems and examination practices
and grasping what foreign companies demand of the
JPO. It established a website for companies to apply for
opinion exchanges with the JPO.**

- The JPO also disseminated information using its official
English-language Twitter account** to reach a broad
range of overseas users.

- The JPO provided updates of its measures to overseas
users at international symposiums and seminars.

BAL—Y—(CHT SHEE

| 4

HAERFT (3. BAI—F—@IFIZ, BALI—F—1FA
AR BAERFTORKRER - RIMABRFOBEERRE
7> TW%, REREEICL>T, BAL—Y—ICL3H
RERFTADOHE - BLEtExXET B2 B
RERFTOERBANDERZRL TV,

BT IER DIBHFAE

- 20214 (213, [The JPO Quick Reads™] 12 T47EIChH
f=h. EET7 Y v T OBN. FO—/NLRERIZEY
HEBRHBDOBE, EREORERS % ENEI—F—
MR AR BE R MERIE R &= PO IBRERKE, [2-3-9H]

- [The JPO Key Features™] TI3BEAR A TR, K.
BEFE. BiE. BYEEOBERZAIBHE, [2-3-10]

BN LY —RAFICBRERFTORRZ BN T 2ER =,
ZOABRERESEEHFT VT TH41 IR,

CBARECENEONNMEEFNECEEEENDERE
EOTELS e blc. BRERHFTANELZEMHNIC
BEBT 57202, 201FEICITBARZELEDBERZIETO
HEM, EENBARERFTICH L TERRBEOE LAK
NTED YT TUA FERERY,
EERETFT AR Twitter P ([C K 2 REEHBA L. BN —
Y—IZIE< BH,

CERSVRYDLAPEIF—FEOBICEVWT BN T~
(23 U CHAERFFTOERICET 2 &TER % HH.

*1 .
%z English
5 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/
quickreads/index.html S himl
*2

5 English
¥r  https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/
keyfeatures/index.html

: English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/

*5  [EFkAE
E‘ el English
report/sonota-info/presentation-material. ﬁ https://twitter.com/JPO_JPN/

¢ English
e https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/support/general/
opinion-exchange.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/general/

% gyousei_service/opinion-exchange.html
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Figure 2-3-9 The JPO Quick Reads Banner / The JPO Quick Reads 1 X —/

The JPO e
(Quick Reads

Tips for making the most of JPO's initiatives!

Figure 2-3-10 The JPO Key Features / The JPO Key Features
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