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Preface
In order to obtain a design registration, applicants must submit (file) an application in
which necessary matters are stated in the prescribed form, as well as drawings depicting the
design for which registration is requested, etc., according to the laws and regulations. To this
end, it is desirable to make applications and drawings, etc. without defect.
The Japan Patent Office (JPO) released the guidelines explaining how to make
applications and drawings in 1991, subsequently releasing expanded versions and
enhancing the contents as needed upon amendment of the Design Act and on other
occasions. In 2008, all of the guidelines were consolidated into one book titled “Guide for
making Applications and Drawings for Design Registration” and were made available in print
and on the JPO’s website. Later, the JPO enhanced the contents of “Part III 13. In the Case
of a Design Including a Graphic Image on a Screen,” responding to the partial revision of the
Examination Guidelines for Design in 2016. This time, in response to the partial revision of
the Examination Guidelines for Design in 2017, the Guide has been further enhanced by
reorganizing the contents of “Part I 2. Basics of the Depiction in Drawings A. Drawings
necessary for specifying the form and B. Drawings for helping in understanding the design”
and adding case studies.
For applications for design registration filed before the 2016 Revised Examination
Guidelines for Design became effective (applications filed on or before March 31, 2016),
please see the “Guide for making Applications and Drawings for Design Registration”
released in July 2015.
As for applications for design registration filed before the 2011 Revised Examination
Guidelines for Design became effective (applications filed on or before July 31, 2011), please
see the “Guide for making Applications and Drawings for Design Registration” released in
March 2008.
This Guide has been designed to describe a basic outline and typical examples regarding
how to prepare applications and drawings for design registration, but not to mandate what is
to be stated in the application and drawings, etc. Depending on the design in the application,
as for the prescribed form necessary for following the procedure, please see the “Guidelines
for the Procedures of Filing an Application for Design Registration,” and as for necessary
statements pertaining to the requirements for registration, please see the “Examination
Guidelines for Design.”
In sum, the “Guide for making Applications and Drawings for Design Registration” is
designed to help applicants in preparing applications and drawings, etc. for design

registration. We hope it will be of good use to all applicants who intend to seek design
registration.
July 2017
Design Examination Standards Office,
Design Division,
Patent and Design Examination Department
(Physics, Optics, Social Infrastructure and Design),
Japan Patent Office
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