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12. Combined Articles (e.g. Playing Cards)    
 
As for articles in which multiple pieces collectively function as a set, such as 

playing cards or shogi pieces, the multiple constituent objects are regarded as one 
design.  

 
(i) Since playing cards and other card-like articles are flat in shape, etc., 

applicants include surface and back side views for each of all cards with 
different patterns, etc.  

 
(ii) Since shogi pieces and so on are three-dimensional in shape etc., applicants 

include the six views, etc. for each of all pieces with different shapes and 
patterns.  

 
<Fig. 3.12-1> Example of representing playing cards 
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 (Note) In principle, each card needs to 
be drawn as one view. However, since 
there are many constituent pieces in the 
case of playing cards, it is allowed to 
group those that share common features 
to be represented as one view, as shown 
in this example. 
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