Part I Chapter 3: Article 3(1)(@)

Chapter 3: Article 3(1)(i1) (Common name of goods or services)

(1) A trademark consisting solely of a mark indicating, in a common manner, the common name

of the goods or services;

1. Common name of goods and services
In case where the names of goods or services (including abbreviations and familiar names) are
recognized as a name of goods or services which is commonly used by traders, they are judged as

“common names of goods or services.”

(Example 1) Customarily used name
Trademark indicating “=— 1L % X (Sunny lettuce) in respect of goods of “H=—1%
A” (Sunny lettuce).
Trademark indicating “ = A U8 (Sanpin cha (Sanpin tea)) in respect of goods of “ & A
AR (Sanpin tea) .
Trademark indicating “7& 1-#t %/ (Denshikeisanki (Computer)) in respect of goods
of “FE -7 H %> (Computer).

ey el

Trademark indicating “3%%¥” (Biyou (Beauty)) in respect of services of “3£%5%” (Beauty).

(Example 2) Abbreviations
Trademark indicating “ A < 75" (Sumaho (Smartphone)) in respect of goods of “ A~ — k
7 4 »” (Smartphone).

Trademark indicating “7" /L X
A7 (Aluminium).

(Alumi (Aluminium)) in respect of goods of “77 /L' I =17

Trademark indicating “/~ > = > (Pasocon (Personal Computer)) in respect of goods of*/~
— Y F b3 B 2 — & (Personal Computer) .

Trademark indicating “f2£&” (Sonpo (Non-life insurance)) in respect of services of “fH%E
IR D F152 17 (Undertaking Non-life Insurance).

Trademark indicating “ZZi#i” (Kuyu (Air transportation)) in respect of services of “#ji 22

|2 X %% (Air Transportation),

(Example 3) Familiar name
Trademark indicating“J{Z ™ {E”(Naminohana (Flower of wave)) in respect of goods of

“H7(Salt),



Part I Chapter 3: Article 3(1)(@)

2. ”indicating in a common manner”’
(1) Marks of which font or total composition is unique beyond the scope which is
customarily-used by traders shall not be deemed as those “indicating in a common manner by
giving due consideration to the actual state of transaction of the goods or services.
(Example 1) Marks judged to fall under “indicating in a common manner”

Marks indicated in a font or composition commonly used by traders
(Example 2) Marks judged not to fall under “indicating in a common manner”

Marks indicated by applying special lettering beyond the scope which is customarily-used by

traders or in unique composition

(2) Methods of indicating characters

(a) The common names of goods or services indicated in Roman characters or kana characters are
judged as “indicating in a common manner.”

(b) The common names of goods or services indicated in Chinese characters (phonetic equivalent)

which are not commonly used by traders are not judged as “indicating in a common manner.”

3. Name of a registered variety which falls under this item
Refer to Part 111, Chapter 12, Item 3 (Article 4(1)(xiv)) of the Guidelines for the name of

registered varieties.



