
Part III Chapter 6: Article 4(1)(vii) 

Chapter 6: Article 4(1)(vii) (Contravention of public order or morality) 

 

1. Trademarks that are "likely to cause damage to public order or morality" are, for example, the 

trademarks that fall under the cases prescribed in (1) to (5) below. 

(1) Trademarks which are, in composition per se, characters or figures, signs, three-dimensional 

shapes or colors or any combination thereof, or sounds that are unethical, obscene, discriminative, 

outrageous, or unpleasant to people. 

It is judged whether characters, figures, signs, three-dimensional shapes or colors or any 

combination thereof, or sounds are unethical, discriminative or unpleasant to people, with 

consideration given to their historical backgrounds, social impacts, etc. from a comprehensive 

viewpoint. 

 

(2) Trademarks which do not have the composition per se as prescribed in (1) above but are liable 

to conflict with the public interests of the society or contravene the generally-accepted sense of 

morality if used for the designated goods or designated services. 

 

(3) Trademarks with their use prohibited by other laws. 

 

(4) Trademarks liable to dishonor a specific country or its people or trademarks generally 

considered contrary to the international faith. 

 

(5) Trademarks whose registration is contrary to the order predetermined under the Trademark 

Act and is utterly unacceptable for lack of social reasonableness in the background to the filing of 

an application for trademark registration. 

 

2. Examples that fall under this item 

(i) Trademarks that contain characters such as "university" and are likely to be mistaken for the 

name of universities, etc. under the School Education Act. 

(ii) Trademarks that contain characters such as "士（shi）" which are likely to mislead that they 

represent national qualifications. 

(iii) Trademarks of the name of a well-known or famous historical personage which are 

(vii) A trademark being likely to cause damage to public order or morality; 
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determined to have the risk of taking a free ride on public measures related to that personage and 

damage the public interests by inhibiting the performance of such measures. 

(iv) Trademarks with figures indicated in a manner that may impair the dignity and honor of 

national flags (including foreign national flags) 

(v) A sound mark related to the services of "medical treatment" which causes people to recognize 

siren sounds generated by ambulances that are well known in Japan. 

(vi) A sound mark which causes people to recognize national anthems of Japan and other 

countries. 

(vii) A trademark that is identical with, or similar to, the name of a variety under an application 

for variety registration and is used for seeds and seedlings of the variety or goods or services 

similar thereto, or for harvest of the variety or goods or services similar thereto, for which it is 

found from the information the JPO received from the public that the application for registration 

of the trademark has been filed after the filing of the application for registration of the variety, in 

an attempt to hinder the registration of the name of the variety. 


