Outline of the Act of Partial Revision of the Patent Act and Other Acts May 2021 Patent Office

Triggered by the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, ideal approaches to economic activities have dramatically changed as seen in digitalization, remote work and contact-less services. To address these
changes, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) decided to revise the Patent Act and other Acts,* placing emphasis on the following: (1) developing new procedures (e.g., digitalization of procedures) to
address the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, (2) reviewing the protection of rights to address changes in corporate activities that accompany the advancement of digitalization and
other technologies and (3) enhancing the foundation of the intellectual property systems, including reviews of procedures for litigation or fee structures.

* Patent Act (Patent), Utility Model Act (Utility), Design Act (Design), Trademark Act (Trademark), Act on Special Provisions of Procedures, etc. Concerning Industrial Property Rights (Industrial), Act on International Applications

\_ under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (International), Patent Attorney Act (Attorney) )
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(1) Developing new procedures (e.g., digitalization of procedures) to address the (2) Reviewing the protection of rights to address changes in corporate activities in line

spread of the COVID-19 pandemic with the advancement of digitalization and other technologies
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