How to Use a Web Form for PPH Request Form
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1. Outline of PPH request using PPH Request Form

When filing a Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) request with the JPO, the applicant has to submit an
“Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” by attaching a “PPH Request
Form” thereto. When submitting the PPH Request Form, please use a web form for the PPH Request
Form which is downloadable from the JPO web site (hereinafter, the “web form”). The following

figure outlines a brief chart for the PPH request using the web form.

[Outline of PPH Request]
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Download a web form from the JPO website to your device.

Open the downloaded web form in an Internet browser, enter the required information in
Japanese, and generate and save the image data of a PPH Request Form using web form'’s
functions.

Attach the saved image data to an “Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated
Examination” and submit the compiled data to the JPO via the electronic filing software.

If the applicant files a request in paper, print the image data of the PPH Request Form to attach

to the “Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination,” and submit.

This document explains how to use the web form when preparing the PPH request and how to submit

the PPH request using the prepared PPH Request Form.

When the applicant cannot prepare the PPH request form (an image file or a text file) using the web
form, please refer to the JPO website! to write the necessary items for the PPH request in the

“Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” and submit it.

1 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/soki/pph/jijou setsumeisho jurai.html



https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/soki/pph/jijou_setsumeisho_jurai.html

2. Preparation of the PPH Request Form using the web form
(1) Operating environment
Operations were tested and confirmed for the following internet browsers (hereinafter, the
“browser”) as of July, 2021.
* Windows 10
» Chrome, Edge, Firefox
. macOS

» Chrome, Edge, Firefox, Safari

(2) Acquisition and startup of the web form

First, download the web form for the PPH Request Form which is available on the JPO website? and
save the web form onto your device.

Then, open the downloaded web form on your browser. The following web form with the function
column and the input fields is displayed. When you open the web form on a non-compliant browser,

an error message appears. Thus, please use any one of above-mentioned browsers under 2.(1).

[Screen layout of the downloaded web form for the PPH Request Form]

Function column
Image generation, etc.
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2 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/soki/pph/jijou_setsumeisho_270801.html



Use the zoom option, when necessary, to change the display size of the web form.

(3) Input onto the web form

Enter the required information for a PPH request in Japanese onto the input field3.

» Input items

PPHERC, &
(REQUEST FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE PATENT PROSECUTION HIGHWAY { (|) Enter Japanese application number.

A EiEHR*EP(Biblioeraphic Data) V

WEEEE* (Application Number) || |

B. HEHAFER (Req ] I
HBEAAC LD L TFIC S CRYSF R

{Applicant requests participati

(ii) Check the type of PPH requested.

d on:}
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application number.
T MR S EP RS A T) + | = |[piPoTrUS2013/ 000001 [ PP
(DEE Application Murmber) I —I
(Oned. PCT pplication Mumber] = | |
\, J

G HEEIE (Required Documents)

L TR OA AT I 2DEL, Bk TSRy * 3%, 50 (OEE i #BElEEF T OB SR
(OEE Work Products

Y B gToAsr (iii) When attaching the required documents to the “Explanation of

iy Sk el Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” for
Il ot ones submission, check the top box. When the documents are omitted
A to be submitted, check the bottom box.
{ThefBTTice is reques]
§ o
T osAd (iv) When attaching cited non-patent documents to the “Explanation of
i g Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination,” check the top
(Thelet box. When there are no cited documents, check the bottom box
N G & (checking is unnecessary when cited documents are patent
o & documents only).
0. 5| Az e TS UIY required)]

FASFEF 20RAER | RS Tl e L

ferences cited)

3 Note that English provided alongside Japanese is intended to facilitate comparison with the
common forms used at overseas offices.
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» Important points regarding input items

»  A.Bibliographic data
Enter the number of the application concerned. If a Japanese application number has not
been assigned, enter the international application number.

»  B. The fields for OEE in the “Request” section
Select the OEE from the pull-down menu, check the box according to the OEE work
products type, and enter the corresponding OEE application number. When filing a request
for PPH based on multiple corresponding applications, enter all the corresponding
application numbers. You will be able to add more input fields for the corresponding OEE
application number by clicking “+”.

» C.Thefields of I.1. to Il.4. in the “Required Documents” section
Check the corresponding check box. When the examiner can browse documents in Dossier
Access System or PATENTSCOPE, check the bottom check box. Otherwise, check the top

check box.

NOTE: The default checking of the check boxes can be inappropriate depending on
the combination of OEE and OEE Work Products Type. Be sure to confirm and make

suitable adiustments.

» C.Thefield of “Ill. Documents Cited” in the “Required Documents” section
In the 5t item under “lll. Documents Cited,” check the corresponding check box. When
attaching cited non-patent documents, check the top box. When not attaching neither
cited non-patent documents or cited patent documents, check the bottom box.
When only patent documents are cited in the OEE’s office action, do not check this field.
Instead, enter the numbers of the cited patent documents in the “VI. List of names of
documents omitted to be submitted” section.

»  C.The field of “IV. Previously submitted documents”
When referring to previously submitted documents, check the 6% field and input
information of such documents. You will be able to add more input fields by clicking “+”.

Please refer to the following input examples.

Entry example 1: when referring to previously submitted “copy of OEE work products”
2013 4% 8 H 9 HAMEAEHL @A DG L K O OFIFRSC
(BEM) FrE 2011-999999 ¥k 24 £ 5 A 14 HAHEH O REIEA IR 2 S E
[English Translation as reference]
A copy of notice of reasons for refusal and its translation, dated August 9th, 2013
Reference: Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-999999; Explanation of

Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination, submitted on May 14th, 2012




Entry example 2: when referring to previously submitted “patentable/allowable claims
determined by OEE”

2014 4F 12 A 1 AAHTIERIH ORI 34 /IS K Dl 15 & OFHFRSC

(EM) HFHH 2015-123456 TRk 27 4 3 F 9 HATRFRFIH 44955 34 SAfiE OB HE

[English Translation as reference]

Translation of Written Amendment based on Article 34 of the PCT submitted on
December 1st, 2014

Reference: Japanese Patent Application No. 2015-123456; Translation of Written
Amendment based on Article 34 of the PCT, submitted on March 9th, 2015

Entry example 3: when referring to previously submitted “cited non-patent documents”
M —F Tarvta—d b A 2 ARFERE (H118) avEa—F - T—F77F v,
5 2 i, BRI OR S, 1985 4R 11 A, p. 123 - 127

(M) FrlE 2014-888888 Fhk 26 47 3 A 21 BAHERHO RMFHAICEI T 5 FiEHHE

[English Translation as reference]

“Computer Science University Course (Vol. 11): Computer Architecture,” 2nd Edition, by

Youichi Muraoka, Kindai kagaku sha Co., Ltd., November 1985, pages 123-127.

Reference: Japanese Patent Application No. 2014-888888; Explanation of

Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination, submitted on March 21st, 2014

» C.Thefield of “V. List of names of documents for submitted”
When documents are to be submitted, instead of entering the document numbers and
relevant data in the “V. List of names of documents submitted” section of the web form,
indicate the list of documents to be submitted in the “Explanation of Circumstances
Concerning Accelerated Examination”, and then submit them as attached documents.

»  C.The field of “VI. List of names of documents omitted for submission”
When there are documents omitted to be submitted, including office actions, cited patent
documents and other related documents, enter the document numbers and other relevant
information in the “VI. List of names of documents omitted to be submitted” field. You will
be able to add more input fields by clicking “+".

» D.Thefield of “Claims Correspondence”
When all the claims in the application for which the PPH request is filed sufficiently
correspond to the patentable/allowable claims in the OEE application, check the box, “All
the claims in the application sufficiently correspond to the patentable /allowable in the OEE

application”.



>

Otherwise, check the box, “Claims correspondence is explained in the following table” and
enter the specific correspondence relationship between the claims in the application and
the corresponding claims in the OEE application. You will be able to add more input fields
by clicking “+”

Moreover, when filing the PPH request based on multiple corresponding applications, enter
the corresponding application number in the bracket at the top of the comment field as
follows. Any notes in the remarks column should be brief. If notes cannot be condensed

into a single line, insert extra lines as appropriate.

Claims correspondence when there are multiple corresponding numbers

Entry example:

D. FREDFHEME (Claims Correspondence)

O :-1:{ TOETFrEgsfREs T2 RT3
(FERIADAIE, *111 it d, zﬁwﬂ{ EREOYENRRC—HTB)
.-'-\ Ehe claims in the application suFﬁmentIy correspond to the patentable/allowable claims in the OEE
app ication; or)

m EREOHEEEL. MTOFEICEE (Claims correspondence is explained in the following table)

- AL aﬁgﬁg’fﬁ:ﬁ iﬁiﬂzﬂ?;ﬁ;ﬁoﬁ Eﬁg&%%;igé;;r:ﬁﬂmmﬂtﬂm?émﬁlt A FRICHETS
Claims) claims) {Explanation regarding the correspondence)
+|- [f5 | |[i5 | |[13m00n00)@ 5 L— LdEER R zEL TE—Tae |
+|-|p I | |[14/000000)E 5 L — LFE—THE |
+[-|F | B | |[141000000)E 57 L —L3EI BT 2R RESERER—_TH5 |
+|- |B | | |[14.fDﬂDDﬂDJﬁ{7‘p—h"ﬁl%?éiﬁa% ZRZEEA—THD |
+|-|f || | |[14/000000)@ 5 L — LFE—THE |
+|- ([0 |l | |[141000000)EF L — LFE—THE |

E. The field of “explaining any Box VIl observations of WO/ISA, WO/IPEA or IPER” (opinions
on the international application)

When the PCT international phase product is used and an opinion is stated in Box VIII of
the Written Opinion or the International Preliminary Examination Report, be sure to input
an explanation for the opinion in the field of E.

(4) How to generate image data

After entering the required information for the PPH request, please generate image data for the PPH

Request Form.

Since image data generation and saving methods vary depending on the browser you use, please

refer to the methods which are explained by the browser.

» Chrome, Edge, Firefox

Click “Generate and Save image” which is displayed in the function column.
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ii. When a confirmation pop-up appears for file downloading, confirm it and save the data. The
data is saved under names of “ap_pph01.jpg”, “ap_pph02.jpg” and “ap_pph03.jpg”, which
configure image data of the PPH Request Form. These last numbers of the file names show
the order of attachment of images to the “Explanation of Circumstances Concerning
Accelerated Examination” to be completed subsequently. Please bear this in mind in case of

changing the file names for saving.

» Safari

i Click “Generate image” which is displayed in the function column.
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3 4 41852 (Application Number)

3. EfEhl A A-—JEREFT D

PPHHNE
(REQUEST FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE PATENT PROSECUTION HIGHWAY (PPH) (PILOT) PROGRAM)

A. BERE*P% (Bibliographic Data)

EHMESHESSNTVEVWESICH, EREMAESELH

B. BEFFE*SH (Request)
BELEAA—T 77 IL%E TRIBREC

MY 2EASRNAE ORHYHE PP HE EHFAIZJ: élii'FEIﬂ<ﬁH‘EIII\-r'71-fG)$I :

WE & ULTRRLTLEE W, in the Patent P (PPH) (pilot) program based on:)
HEPA 2V OfER - ué*mﬁuu&:m - -
fssipsee | Generate image  piiisinaiia SEATREBIRL T <IEE
(OEE))
o ERHBOFEEREANAE (PPHXEPPH MOTTAINAL)
SFFOETEERL (National/Regional Office Action(s))
(OEE Work Products Type) = PCTEBRSREREVENB (PCT-PPH)

R N e T L D (WO-ISA, WO-IPEA or IPER)

ii. Image data configuring the PPH Request Form is dividedly displayed into three tabs,
“ap_pph01”, “ap_pph02” and “ap_pph03”.



o ERHROEESRENE (PPHXRPPH
National/Regional Office A

LN [
a— ( = — ]
@ <
PPHE A
(REQUEST FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE PATENT PROSECUTION HIGHWAY (PPH) (PILOT) PROGRAM)
A BERH (Bibliographic Data)
HERES (Application Number) m B r o Image file tab
HEESHARSINTVWIVESKR. Bl
A —————
B. EWH (Request) -
HBAKEBLUTIKE D HFEE/\1 71 OH# : o
(i p in the Patent Prosecution Highw .=
FATT
) (EmEARE R ER AR EREES I X X i
- ©)(Office of Earler Examination s Right-click on image
(OEE))
TTAINAT)

Eg‘gmgi;ﬁ%ﬁ
o ucts Type)

= PC TEMRBBEARMENA (PCT-PPH)
(WO-ISA, WO-IPEA or IPER)

ST ORGHEE H ERLERE T2 1)
(OEE Application Number)
(Incl. PCT Application Number)

chuszmsroooum |

C. ZE#H (Required Documents)

Right-click on each image on the tab and select “Save Image As...” to save image data into the

file. Files can be named freely. However, the last numbers of the tab names “ap_pph01”,

“ap_pph02” and “ap_pph03”file show the order of attachment of images to the “Explanation

of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” to be completed subsequently. Please

bear this in mind in case of changing the file names for saving.

(5) Other functions

Temporary saving of input data
Use this function to save input data temporarily while completing the form.

Upon clicking “Save temporarily”, the data is saved as a “pph_temp.txt” file in a prescribed

folder. When a confirmation pop-up appears for file downloading, confirm it and save the

data. Note that the temporarily saved data is saved in text file format.

XKEPA AV OEBFTEICOVTE. TH%E
TERLEE WV,

[RHER(AA—TI7—5)DER - 7]

Retrieval of input data
Use this function to re-enter the content of the text file saved with the “Save temporarily

(Apiplicant requests participation in the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) (pilot) program based
on:

AT

V£ EIRRT )

ice of Farlier Examination ATTEBRLTIEZW
(OEE))

rarily
= DREBES (National/Regional Office Action(s))
(OEE Work Products Type)
(WO-ISA, WO-IPEA or IPER)

0 ERHROEERREMA (PPHRIEPPH MOTTAINAL)

0 PC TERRERRMEFM (PCT-PPH)

AT OMINHERES ]
Tt + |- |[p)_PcTius2013/000001 |
(OEE Application Number
(Incl. PCT Application Number)) +- |l J

C. HWE®S (Required Documents)

”

function into the web form. Click “Select file” to select the file you need to retrieve, and

then click “Retrieve data.” The temporarily saved data will be entered into the web form.

10



XETA AVOEAHECOVWTIE, Tz
ZBRLEZ .

SATIT
[BEER(A X —IT—F)DER - #F] (EPRIBEERB R 2 ER T &%) ey "
(Office of E?SEE);Examination FOTERRLTEZS L

(A%plicant requests participation in the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) (pilot) program based
on:

A X =R - AR

O BNEEOBESREHA (PPHXIZPPH MOTTAINAL)
SEFORERELD (National/Regional Office Action(s))

(OEE Work Products Type) O PCTERSRERRNEFR (PCT-PPH)

(WO-ISA, WO-IPEA or IPER)

IS HFRE S |

Jrim + |- |[®_PcTius2013/000001 |
(OEE Application Number

(Incl. PCT Application Number))

7 7 1 LERR

+- l

Fa = mmsua C. #E®¥9 (Required Documents)

Deletion of input data
Use this function to delete the data in processing, which has been entered into the field.

Click “Clear” and the web form will be reset to the initial state without data.

cl. PCT Application Number)) ‘ 7L /]

[AHF—F D] EEH (Required Documents)

| STEOAT A AFH 23V OEL, RY, Q@R ¥ OA EATTAFEARFTORER)

(OEE Work Products and, if required, Translations)

[REES GFRAT—F) O%£R] I O%AFOA7AFIYavOELERITS

(A copy of OEE work products is attached; or)
TEANER - REF O RYT - P& YRAFLARIGPATENTSCOPEILEWT, # 74274 ¥ 3 v OWBENRHEIATND

(The office is requested to retrieve documents via the Dossier Access System or PATENTSCOPE)

Generation of text data

Use this function only when image data cannot be generated.

Upon clicking “Generate and save text,” a “PPH_FORM_TEXT.txt” file is saved in a
prescribed folder. When a confirmation pop-up appears for file downloading, confirm it

and save the data.

| (Incl. PCT Application Number)) ‘ 177 L /]

[AhT—& D] C. X E®ES (Required Documents)

avOEL., kU, ZOERY ¥ PR GIFFAsERFTOBER)
ANZU7 Generate and save text s and, if required, Translations)
- 233 vDELERITS
(A copy of OEE work products is attached; or)
O RyT - 7o€R - YAFLRIBPATENTSCOPEICEWT., A 71 RF7V ¥ a3 v OlENREHEhTWS
(The office is requested to retrieve documents via the Dossier Access System or PATENTSCOPE)

<Reference: Image of the text generated using “Generate and save text”>

PPH_FORM_TEXT.txt - TeraPad - O x
IrAWF) RBEE) BES FFRV MYFIW) Y- ALTH)

| TR (PP L I - I R P A R N i T
PPHERSHE (REQUEST FOR PARTICIFATION IN THE PATENT PROSECUTION HIGHWAY (PPH) (PI
LOT) PROGRAM) 4
L
L, &35=1E (Bibliceraphic Data) o
HFEES (bpplicat ion Number) i
FFREZ021 -NNNNNN

L
B. #4ZEEIE (Request) + i

HEEAC LA LI FICETIFFET A A OB35E (loplicant requests participa
tion in the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) (pilot) prozram based on)

FEiTT (Office of Earlier Examination (OEE)) USPTOL

T EEEATU0EE Work Products Twee) o

Pl — o 0 OO ) 0 ] e DS [ —

11



3. PPH request using the PPH Request Form

(1) Completion of the “Explanation of the Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination”

(i)
(ii)
(iii)

Enter bibliographic information such as [Indication of the Case] and [Submitter].

Describe “Patent Prosecution Highway” in [Types of accelerated examination].

In the “1. Circumstances” field of the [Explanation of Circumstances Concerning
Accelerated Examination], state that the accelerated examination is requested under the
Patent Prosecution Highway program, and explain the relationship between the present

application and the corresponding OEE applications.

Entry example 1: When using examination results of an application filed with the
USPTO
BEFEANA U = A IS REIFEEDHFFE LT O,
AHBEOBESEME TR O HME & 72 25 S K E R (HFRE S 13/705%*%) (2% LT, KEFE
FFEARITIC & D RFRFATRE & OHET A I STV D,

[English Translation as reference]

An accelerated examination under the Patent Prosecution Highway program is
requested.

This application is an application claiming priority under the Paris Convention based
on the corresponding application filed with the USPTO (the application number is
13/705***). The USPTO found the invention in this corresponding application
patentable.

Entry Example 2: When using a work product in the international phase of a PCT
application

BN U = A IS REIFEEDHFFE LT O,
AL, EER I (PCT/XX0000/000000) DENBATEMTH Y | HELEFRHIH O ook i
FEDMERL U 7o 8T [EBR B B AR T 380 VT RFRFRA SR DFIPHI 6 LRI D & ¥l B
RENTWND,

[English Translation as reference]

An accelerated examination under the Patent Prosecution Highway program is
requested.

This application is a PCT international application (PCT/XX0000/000000) that entered
into the national phase, and the latest work product in the international phase of the
PCT application established by the xx Patent Office clearly states that the invention

within the scope of the claims in the PCT international application is patentable.
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(iv)

Provide information for the documents to be submitted in the “List of submitted
documents” field.

Since the PPH Request Form completed under the above 2.4 is to be attached as a
document to be submitted, write “PPH Request Form” in the “Document name” field of
the “List of attached documents”, and attach the image data of the PPH Request Form to
the “Content” field.

When attaching the image data, select “Link to file” on “Insert picture” to insert the image
files. (If “Link to file” is not selected, the attached image data will become extremely small.

When the JPO cannot identify the content, it may contact the requester.)

Entry example:
(20 B 8]
[tk4] PPH HFEE 1
(C/SREZLES
(14 ] PPH HIFEE
[(NE] A= T7 40 BT 7AN) BIRM)

s

[English Translation as reference]
[List of submitted documents]
[Document name] PPH Request Form 1
[List of attached documents]

[Document name] PPH Request Form

[Content]  (three image files are attached)

When using the text data generated under 2.(5) iv, paste the text data in [Content] without

change.
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[Example of completion: Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination (image file)]

[BEL] FRHFECHTL2FHEEE
[2HH] SWOECOAOOH PROGRAM)
[#THh] HHTEE B
[ErDFT]
[ =] #5FE 2021-NNNNNN& o
[1RHE] ]
(Rt =] 000000000
& XA [sleleleler +v=3.d b Fmicss s
[fi3R#] 00 ©CO based on:) E—
[ AL :
[#iES] 100000000 I
[+ )
[(RE X 2] 00 OO
[REIFEEOIER]  #HTEE A Tz A
[FEFRE RIS D IHEE]
1. FIE ]
BTN T e AT RPEEOEEET Y.
AHEE., ERHEE (PCT/US2020/XXXXXX) GEPNBITESHTHY., = ]
OORBFTWERL - BN ERRREFR BT, Bk ORI
HURRTTRE L QAT IR TS,
Rt B

[#ft5]  PPHEHEE | ] ] ] " e
When attaching the image files, select “Link to file
LT . under “Insert picture.”
#1441 PPHERE
5]

1Thz

[Example of completion: Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination (text file)]

(L] RYFEEIHTIEEHEE
UEHE] SfOEOOAOCH s AIH
[HTHR] HETEE B
[EHEOFET]
[HiFEE 5] #FEF 2021-NNNNNNS
12 H#] PINA
[BplE=] 000000000 it
[EEXITETR COOOC#HHLH RIS
[fis#] [slelNele}
[ Al
[#AES] 100000000
[ +]
[R2XFEH5 [slelNele}
[REBEOEE] HHFE 7o roducts
[REREC T 2B EHE]
1. =%
HFRE N Ve T E S REREOHBEETD.
AHEEG, ERHEE (PCT/US2020/XXXXXX) DEMBITEETH Y. A L)
OORFTHFRL M BHERERRERC DT, HEROBEEC
FUAFRFEIEE P OHETHIBE RS T 03, sion)
Ug 0 B E7 FENT,
[#9i%2] PPHHEEE 1
. wable
U ] Insert text files
[#142] PPHEEE f
[ EIRATT S
PPHH % (REQUEST FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE PATENT PROSECUTION BT,
HIGHWAY (PPH) (PILOT) PROGRAM)
A. E}E= 18 (Bibliographic Data)
HIEEE 5 (Application Number) FEBE2021-NNNNNN BT,
[
[

14



(2) How to submit the “Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination”
(When submitting online with the electronic filing software)
(i) Save the completed “Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination”
in html format, and submit the file to the JPO using the electronic filing software.
(ii) Before submitting the file, make sure that the image data is not too small, the attached

image files are in the correct order and other relevant conditions.

NOTE: During the generation of the file to be sent, a warning message about image
conversion will appear. It is not likely that the generated file has problems, but please

make sure that the image data is clear before sending.

(When submitting documents in paper)
Print the image file of the completed PPH Request Form on A4 paper in vertical orientation,
and submit it to the JPO by attaching it to the “Explanation of Circumstances Concerning

Accelerated Examination.”
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Inquiries about this document:

Comments on the PPH system or common formats of PPH Request Form:
Examination Policy Planning Section of Administrative Affairs Division under
Patent and Design Examination Department

TEL: +81-3-3581-1101 (Ext. 3103) E-mail: PA2260@jpo.go.jp

How to complete Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination and

related questions:

Examination Support Management Section of Administrative Affairs Division
under Patent and Design Examination Department

TEL: +81-3-3581-1101 (Ext. 3106) E-mail: PA2210@jpo.go.jp
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