
The System of Regional
 Collective Trademarks

Examples of regional brands of those other 
than Japan are registered as regional 
collective trademarks.

In Japan, regional brands of those other than Japan can be registered as trademarks.

Right holder
The Consorzio del Prosciutto di Parma

Product
Ham produced in Parma, Italy

Right holder
Canada Pork International

Product
Pork produced in Canada

カナダポーク

Right holder
Zhenjiang Vinegar Association

Product
Vinegar made from glutinous rice [xiang cu] produced 
in Zhenjiang, CHINA.

PROSCIUTTO DI PARMA

鎮江香醋

Italy

China

Canada
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Example) 
** apple  
** olive oil

Example) 
**pottery   
** hot spring

Example) 
**-produced mandarin orange

Name of 
a region

Common name of 
goods (or services)＋

＋ ＋ ＋

What is a regional collective trademark? 3 major merits of a trademark!

A regional collective trademark 
can yield more merits!

For a trademark which consists of a region’s name and that of goods (or services), 

 if an association closely related
 to the region intends to

let its members use the 
trademark,

and if the trademark is 
well known in Japan,

Associations which can be entitled to 
regional collective trademarks
If a foreign legal person is equivalent to one of the 
following Japanese entities, it can be entitled to register
a regional collective trademark.

● Application fee (normal trademark application) :¥3,400 + (No. of classes x ¥8,600)
● Registration fee (for 10 years) : No. of classes x ¥28,200. 　

● Registration renewal application fee (for 10 years) : No. of classes x ¥38,800
○ If a document is submitted in papers instead, you may be required to prepare an electric file fee. 
     Electric file fee : ¥1,200 +  (No. of pages x ¥700 ) 　

(Note) Please refer to WIPO’s HP about fees required 
to apply and submit required documents to WIPO.
(As of April 2016)

　Business cooperatives and 
　other associations established 
　under a special act, such as 
　business, agricultural and  
　fishing cooperatives associations.

　 Commerce and industrial associations
　 Cambers of commerce
　 Incorporated nonprofit organizations

(Note) “**” is a character string indicating a region’s name.
(Note) The region’s name mentioned above includes not only a current administrative district’s, but also one of an old place, an old country, 
　　　a river, a mountain, a sea area and other regions.

How to obtain a trademark right
If a trademark’s holder is a national of a 
contracting party to the Protocol relating to the 
Madrid Agreement, based on its application or 
registration to its office of origin,  the holder can 
designate Japan as a contracting party where 
the holder wishes to protect the trademark, file 
required documents along with an associated fee 
paid to WIPO through the office of origin.

The JPO examines the 
application’s contents.

¥

Four points!

Type 1 Type 2 Type 3
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What can be registered is a trademark with one of the following types consisting solely of characters.

Name of 
a region

Name of 
a region

Customary name of 
goods (or services) 
used as one 
indicating the goods 
or services pertaining 
to their business

Characters customarily 
used as those attached 
to indicate the place of 
origin  and other 
appropriate places for 
goods and　services.

Common name of 
goods (or services)

Customary name of 
goods (or services)

The trademark can be registered as a regional 
collective trademark!

Application 
filed through 
the Madrid 
System

A “request for regional collective trademark 
registration” and required documents with a 
necessary fee paid are filed to the Japan Patent 
Office (JPO).

Application filed 
directly 
to the JPO

Examination

Registration Registration 
fee

payment

Entitled 
trademark 

right
Renewal

Refusal

¥ If the application does not pass the examination, 
its trademark will not be registered.

If the application passes the examination, a 
registration notification will be sent to its 
applicant. The required amount of a 

fee must be paid to WIPO if 
an application is filed 
through the Madrid System, 
or paid directly to the JPO if  
it is filed to the JPO.

The trademark’s registration 
number will be established 
and its certificate of  
registration will be issued.

The trademark will be protected 
for 10 years, and its protection 
period can be extended as many 
times as desired when a 
renewal fee is paid to WIPO if it 
is registered through the Madrid 
System, or when the fee is paid 
directly to the JPO if it is 
registered by the JPO.

¥ ¥

An exclusive 
right is assured to 
use the trademark 

all over Japan.

An exclusive 
right is assured to 
use the trademark 

all over Japan.

Most effective 
tool to make a 
brand popular 
among people

It becomes 
possible to 

prevent others 
from using the 

trademark.

It becomes 
possible to 

prevent others 
from using the 

trademark.

Strengthening 
bonds of a whole 

region or 
members, and 
improving a 

brand 
consciousness

Reducing 
damage caused 
by counterfeit 

goods and 
services.

Advertising and 
improving image 

of goods and 
services

It becomes 
possible to extend 

the trademark’s 
right almost  

eternally.

It becomes 
possible to extend 

the trademark’s 
right almost  

eternally.
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Japan Patent Office, Ministry of Economy, 
Trade and Industry

3-4-3 Kasumigaseki, Chiyodaku, Tokyo 100-8915, Japan
(Phone) 03-3581-1101 (main phone number from 8:30 to 18:15)

 　(JPO Home Page) http://www.jpo.go.jp/indexj.htm
(E-mail) PA1480@jpo.go.jp

The regional collective trademark system was introduced in April 2006, and 592 regional collective 
trademarks have been registered in Japan since the system was initiated (as of the end of February 2016).

● The following goods and services are registered as regional 
　collective trademarks.

56
Vegetables

7
Rice

44
Fruits

58
Meet/Beef/

Chicken
Seafood

53
Processed Food

5
Milk/
Dairy 

Product

16
Seasonings

11

Confectionery

12

Noodles/
Cereals

16

Tea

13

Alcohols

1

Beverages

3

Plants

57

Textiles/
Clothes/Fabrics/

Footwear

80

Crafts/Bags/
Vessels/

Miscellaneous 
Goods

28

Potteries/Tiles

Because some regional collective trademarks are registered and used to indicate multiple goods and services, the 
number of registered collective regional trademarks and that of total goods and services are different from each other.

This booklet uses papers which satisfy criteria defined by the Japanese Act on 
Promoting Green Purchasing, and “can be recycled as papers” because only “those with 
grade A” are used for its preparation. Prepared in March 2016

15

Toys/
Dolls

37
Buddhist Altars/

Altar Fittings/
Funeral Tools/

Furniture

Noble Metal 
Products/

Cutlery/Tools

14
Wood/Stone/

Charcoal

42

Hot Springs

17

Services 
(excluding hot springs)

56 7 44 58 53 5 16

11 12 16 13 1 3 57 80

28 15 37 14 42 17

The Numbers of Regional Collective Trademarks Registered for  Respective Goods and Services
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