The System of Regional
Collective Trademarks

In Japan, regional brands of those other than Japan can be registered as trademarks.

Examples of regional brands of those
than Japan are registered as regional

collective trademarks.
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What is a regional collective trademark? Four pojngs;

For a trademark which consists of a region’s name and that of goods (or services),
What can be registered is a trademark with one of the following types consisting solely of characters.
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Note) The region’s name mentioned above includes not only a current administrative district’s, but also one of an old place, an old country, among people

the trademark’s
right almost
eternally.

prevent others
from using the
trademark.

a river, a mountain, a sea area and other regions.

if an association closely related let its members use the
to the region intends to trademark,

Associations which can be entitled to
regional collective trademarks

Aregional collective trademark

If a foreign legal person is equivalent to one of the 1 1
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i’ Business cooperatives and iit Commerce and industrial associations
other associations established i Cambers of commerce Strengthening Reducing
under a special act, such as iv Incorporated nonprofit organizations . .
business, agricultural and g P ? bonds Of awhole damage caused Advertlsmg and
fishing cooperatives associations. region or

members. and | DBy counterfeit Jimproving image

improving a goods and of goods and
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How to obtain a trademark right

If a trademark’s holder is a national of a RegiStration Entitled
Application contracting party to the Protocol relating to the 9 fee trademark g Renewal
ICToRisIfe]V[e]s M Madrid Agreement, based on its application or If the application passes the examination, a payment right
the Madrid registration to its g;flgech origin, thgr?owﬁgrcean o registration notification will be sent to its
System the r?older wighes to protect the ?rgden);ark, file Examination applicant. The required amount of a - The trademark’s registration The trademark will be protected
9 required documents along with an associated fee S — fee must be paid to WIPO if number will be established for 10 years, and its protection
paid to WIPO through the office of origin. ‘ an application is filed and its certificate of period can be extended as many
The JPO examines the through the Madrid System, registration will be issued. times as desired when a
o . « : : S etusa or paid directly to the JPO if renewal fee is paid to WIPO if it
A “request for regional collective trademark application’s contents. g . . .
S\Pp“?at'on filed registration” and required documents with a | PP it is filed to the JPO. is registered through the Madrid
irectly necessary fee paid are filed to the Japan Patent o o System, or when the fee is paid
to the JPO Office (JPO). L e 1 AR L0 i U .9 Ll B e L0 directly to the JPO if it is
its trademark will not be registered. registered by the JPO.
e Application fee (normal trademark application) :¥3,400 + (No. of classes x ¥8,600) e Registration renewal application fee (for 10 years) : No. of classes x ¥38,800 (Note) Please refer to WIPO'’s HP about fees required
e Registration fee (for 10 years) : No. of classes x ¥28,200. o If a document is submitted in papers instead, you may be required to prepare an electric file fee. to apply and submit required documents to WIPO.

Electric file fee : ¥1,200 + (No. of pages x ¥700 ) (As of April 2016)



e The following goods and services are registered as regional
collective trademarks.

The regional collective trademark system was introduced in April 2006, and 592 regional collective
trademarks have been registered in Japan since the system was initiated (as of the end of February 2016).

The Numbers of Regional Collective Trademarks Registered for Respective Goods and Services
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Confectionery  Noodles/ Alcohols Beverages Plants Textiles/ Crafts/Bags/
Cereals Clothes/Fabrics/ Vessels/
Footwear Miscellaneous
Goods
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Potteries/Tiles Buddhist Altars/ Noble Metal Wood/Stone/ Hot Springs Services
Altar Fittings/ Products/ Charcoal (excluding hot springs)
Funeral Tools/ Cutlery/Tools
Furniture

Because some regional collective trademarks are registered and used to indicate multiple goods and services, the
number of registered collective regional trademarks and that of total goods and services are different from each other.
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