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The PPH is a framework set up to allow an application that was 
determined to be patentable in one office, and which is on request by 
the applicant, to be given an accelerated examination under 
simplified procedures in other offices which implement this effort with 
that office.

This framework supports the efficient acquisition of a stable and 
strong patent right in multiple offices by enabling all the office to 
make use of all search and examination results in other offices.

In addition, the above-mentioned framework was expanded, and 
a program for the Patent Prosecution Highway which allows 
accelerated examination with simplified procedures at the national 
phase of PCT applications for applications determined to be 
patentable in the written opinion at the international phase of PCT 
applications or in the international preliminary examination report 
(PCT-PPH) has also been launched.

1. Outline of Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)
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2. Merits of PPH ~Improvement of Quality~
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It is highly likely that an application for which a PPH request was 
filed will be allowed in the Office of Later Examination (OLE.) This 
means that the PPH offers to an applicant the high predictability of 
the examination result in the Office of Later Examination (OLE) as 
compared with a non-PPH application.

Also, as to a PPH application, an examiner of the Office of Later 
Examination (OLE) can start an examination for an invention taking 
into consideration all of the search/examination-related information of 
the Office of Earlier Examination (OEE), and hence, the resulting 
quality of the patent issued can be expected to be higher . 

Grant Rate at the JPO

Grant Rate at the USPTO

Period for All applications  at JPO
: Jan. –Dec. 2013

Period for PPH applications  at JPO
: Jan. –Jun. 2014

Period  at the USPTO
: Jul. –Dec. 2013



By utilizing the PPH, the timely and efficient obtainment of a 
patent right in the Office of Later Examination (OLE) becomes 
possible.

For example,
(1) The Office of Later Examination (OLE) conducts examination 
earlier upon PPH request despite its average first action pendency.
(2) Since the Office of Later Examination (OLE) starts its work with 
claims which the Office of Earlier Examination (OEE) has already 
determined to be patentable, the work of the Office of Earlier 
Examination (OEE) is not needlessly replicated in the Office of Later 
Examination (OLE.) This results in a shorter examination in the Office 
of Later Examination (OLE.)
(3) Moreover, applicants can pay less for an examination because 
they need to respond to fewer office actions. 
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3. Merits of PPH ~Expeditious Examination~
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In the PPH at the JPO and the USPTO, the first action pendency in the 
Office of Later Examination (OLE) can be reduced.

JP -> US:
<Without PPH> App. 18 months (from filing date to first action)

<With PPH> App. 4.4 months (from PPH request to first action)

US -> JP:
<Without PPH> App. 10 months (from request for exam. to first action)

<With PPH> App. 1.7 months (from PPH request to first action)
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Request 
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Case of US -> JP
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4. Merits of PPH ~Expeditious Examination~
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Since the launch of the PPH pilot program between the JPO and 
the USPTO in July 2006, various patent offices have participated in 
the PPH, and the PPH network has been expanding worldwide.

As of November 2014, 33 offices have been participating in PPH 
programs.

5. Expansion of the PPH Network
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To make the PPH program more user-friendly and available for 
patent applicants, the PPH MOTTAINAI pilot program launched on 
15th of July,2011.

Under this pilot program, PPH request is eligible, whether or not 
the office which provides the examination results is the Office of First 
Filing (OFF).

6. PPH MOTTAINAI ~Easing of PPH requirements~
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The newly eligible examples 
under the PPH MOTTAINAI Pilot Program
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・・・the participating Office for this Pilot Program ※
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7. Global PPH

The launch of a “Global PPH” pilot program within the framework of 
multiple countries: this program was created by making use of 
common factors found in the PPH. It commenced on January 6, 2014.
The Global PPH pilot program enables participating offices to 
effectively use all types of  PPH systems(regular type PPH, the PPH 
MOTTAINAI, and the PCT-PPH), enhancing user-friendliness.
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Global PPH 
(From January 6, 2014)

Types of PPHs available to all 
participating offices: Regular PPH, 

PPH MOTTAINAI, and
PCT-PPH

Before launching Global PPH
17 offices at the start of  Global PPH



8. PPH Statistics
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The cumulative number of PPH filed worldwide has been 
constantly increasing and it exceeded 61,000 applications as of the 
end of June 2014.

Cumulative number of PPH Requests (NOT including PCT-PPH) (As of the end of June, 2014)

Cumulative number of PCT-PPH Requests (As of the end of June, 2014)

※The number of the parentheses shows the cumulative number of PPH MOTTAINAI requests out of the total number of PPH requests.
The figures marked with "*" include the number of PCT-PPH requests made during the period from 1st of January to end of June, 2014.
The number of the requests filed to Indonesia (marked with "**") are as of the end of December, 2013.

* The figures marked with "*" are as of the end of December, 2013.



9. PPH Portal Website

9

The JPO administrates the PPH Portal Website, which provides 
the statistical data, the guidelines of different countries and the 
request forms of different countries.

Please access the PPH Portal Website for these information  with 
updated. 

<The PPH Portal Website>
URL: http://www.jpo.go.jp/ppph-portal/index.htm

Provision of the latest 
information regarding PPH

Provision of the PPH statistical 
data of different countries

Provision of the PPH guidelines 
and the request forms


