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IP5 PPH metrics 2023
 

The IP5 Patent Prosecution Highway (IP5 PPH) programme leverages fast-track patent 
examination procedures already available at the offices to allow applicants to obtain 
corresponding patents faster and more efficiently. It also permits each office to exploit 
the work previously done by the other office.

The IP5 PPH metrics support the IP5 PPH programme and aim to facilitate the optimal 
quantification of benefits derived from the PPH and the transparent and reliable reporting 
on PPH procedural data. It should enable applicants to make informed decisions regarding 
the use of PPH. 

Six metric definitions are used for this purpose:

1. Number of PPH requests filed

 Definition: Total number of applications for which a PPH request was made (no 
rejection rate reported)

 This metric shows the number of PPH requests an IP5 Office has received from each 
of the other IP5 Offices. Calculations are done on a calendar year basis, i.e. total 
number of applications for which a PPH request was made in a calendar year.

2. Pendency to First Office Action

 Definition: Time savings resulting from PPH on pendency to a first substantive 
communication from the examiner

 This metric shows the pendency to first office action of PPH applications compared 
to all applications received by an IP5 Office. 

 The pendency of “PPH applications” is calculated from the point in time when the 
formal processing (i.e. eligibility check) of the PPH request is completed. 

 The pendency for “all applications” is calculated from the date at which all 
formalities have been completed, including payment of the required fees and 
request for examination where relevant. At that date, the file is available to start 
the search or examination. 

 The date of the “First Office Action” is the date when the first working product in 
the substantive examination phase (i.e. first office action which an applicant has to 
respond to) is issued.

 “All applications” are defined as all applications received by an IP5 Office including 
the PPH applications. The pendency is calculated for applications which received a 
first office action in the calendar year.

3. Pendency to Final Office Action

 Definition: Time savings resulting from PPH on pendency to grant and/or 
rejection

 This metric shows the pendency to final office action of PPH applications compared 
to all applications received by an IP5 Office.

 The pendency of “PPH applications” is calculated from the point in time when the 
formal processing (i.e. eligibility check) of the PPH request is completed. 

 The pendency for “all applications” is calculated from the date at which all 
formalities have been completed, including payment of the required fees and 
request for examination where relevant. At that date, the file is available to start 
the search or examination. 

 The date of the “Final Office Action” is the date at which the final action in 
examination is delivered by the examiner (decision to grant or to refuse), or the 
applicant’s request for the abandonment (or withdrawal) of the application is 
accepted by the office. 

 “All applications” are defined as all applications received by an IP5 Office including 
the PPH applications. The pendency is calculated for applications which received a 
final office action in the calendar year.

4. Number of Office Actions before Final Decision

 Definition: Office actions reduction resulting from PPH

 This metric shows the number of office actions for PPH applications compared to all 
applications received by an IP5 Office.

 The final office action is not counted as an “office action”, i.e. grants.
 “All applications” are defined as all applications received by an IP5 Office including 

the PPH applications.
 This metric is calculated using applications which received a final office action in 

the calendar year.

5. Positive First Action at Office of Later Examination (OLE)

 Definition: Number of grants in a first substantive communication from the 
examiner (for PPH- and all applications)

 This metric shows the number of applications (for PPH- and all applications) for 
which a positive first action was issued at the OLE, compared to the total number of 
disposals.
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 Definition of “Positive First Action”?
 “First Office Action” is the first working product in the substantive examination 

phase (i.e. first office action which an applicant has to respond to).
 “All applications” are defined as all applications received by an IP5 Office including 

the PPH applications.
 This metric is calculated using applications which received a first office action in 

the calendar year.

6. Grant at Office of Later Examination (OLE)

 Definition: Number of grants (for PPH- and all applications)

 This metric shows the number of applications (for PPH- and all applications) for 
which a grant was issued at the OLE, compared to the total number of disposals.

 “All applications” are defined as all applications received by an IP5 Office including 
the PPH applications.

 This metric is calculated using applications which received a final office action in 
the calendar year.

 The procedural data for each IP5 Office is available here:
 • European Patent Office (EPO)
 • Japan Patent Office (JPO)
 • Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO)
 • National Intellectual Property Administration of the People’s Republic of China 
  (CNIPA)
 • United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)

Disclaimer

Each country and region does not only maintain its own patent law but also patent 
examination and grant procedures vary from country to country. The scope of an 
individual patent application can also differ according to location. These factors limit 
the degree to which the patenting activity in different countries and regions can be 
directly compared. The procedural data presented in the metrics does therefore not 
provide for a direct comparison of the pendency and time savings of PPH requests at 
each IP5 Office.
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2.  Pendency to First Office Action

All applications

   8.8 months

PPH applications

   7.8 months

3.  Pendency to Final Office Action

All applications

                     36.4 months

PPH applications

                     23.3 months

267

561

266

115

1.  Number of PPH requests filed
 Total number of applications for  

which a PPH request was made,  
i.e. no rejection rate to be reported

2.  Pendency to First Office Action
 Time savings resulting from PPH 

on pendency to a first substantive 
communication from the examiner

3.  Pendency to Final Office Action
 Time savings resulting from PPH on 

pendency to grant and/or rejection

4.  Number of Office Actions before 
Final Decision

 Office actions reduction resulting  
from PPH

5.  Positive First Action at OLE
 Number of grants in a first substantive 

communication from the examiner (for 
PPH- and all applications)

6.  Grant at OLE
 Number of grants (for PPH- and  

all applications)

Definitions of metrics as agreed by IP5 Offices

 JPO
 KIPO

EPO

1.  Number of PPH requests filed

 CNIPA
 USPTO

Request for Examination

Case A Substantive Examination

Case B
Formality CheckFiling

4.  Number of Office Actions 
 before Final Decision

5.  Positive First Action at OLE 6.  Grant at OLE

WithdrawalFirst Communication

Search Report

PPH request

PPH request

Search Report

1

2

2

3A

3B 4

Grant

Rejection

All applications All applications

PPH applications PPH applications

1607

81
811754 191

All applications PPH applications

1.00.9

36.4

13384

34401
41768

1 1

2 2

3A 4

3A 4

3B

3B

EPO
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725

1346

315

1205

173

JPO

1.  Number of PPH requests filed
 Total number of applications for  

which a PPH request was made,  
i.e. no rejection rate to be reported

2.  Pendency to First Office Action
 Time savings resulting from PPH 

on pendency to a first substantive 
communication from the examiner

3.  Pendency to Final Office Action
 Time savings resulting from PPH on 

pendency to grant and/or rejection

4.  Number of Office Actions before 
Final Decision

 Office actions reduction resulting  
from PPH

5.  Positive First Action at OLE
 Number of grants in a first substantive 

communication from the examiner (for 
PPH- and all applications)

6.  Grant at OLE
 Number of grants (for PPH- and  

all applications)

Definitions of metrics as agreed by IP5 Offices

 EPO
 JPO

 KIPO
 CNIPA

 USPTO

JPO

1.  Number of PPH requests filed

Request for Examination

Substantive Examination

Formality ExaminationFiling

4.  Number of Office Actions 
 before Final Decision

5.  Positive First Action at OLE 6.  Grant at OLE

WithdrawalFirst ActionPPH request1 2

3

4

Grant

Rejection

All applications All applications All applications

PPH applications PPH applications

PPH applications

34166

194708

829 2507

246410
258275

2536

0.931.1

2921

2.  Pendency to First Office Action

All applications

   9.5 months

PPH applications

   2.4 months

3.  Pendency to Final Office Action

All applications

                     14.0 months

PPH applications

                     6.8 months

1 1

2 2

3 4

3 4
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Substantive Examination

Withdrawal

4

Grant

Rejection

KIPO

1.  Number of PPH requests filed
 Total number of applications for  

which a PPH request was made,  
i.e. no rejection rate to be reported

2.  Pendency to First Office Action
 Time savings resulting from PPH 

on pendency to a first substantive 
communication from the examiner

3.  Pendency to Final Office Action
 Time savings resulting from PPH on 

pendency to grant and/or rejection

4.  Number of Office Actions before 
Final Decision

 Office actions reduction resulting  
from PPH

5.  Positive First Action at OLE
 Number of grants in a first substantive 

communication from the examiner (for 
PPH- and all applications)

6.  Grant at OLE
 Number of grants (for PPH- and  

all applications)

Definitions of metrics as agreed by IP5 Offices

1.  Number of PPH requests filed

Request for Examination

Formality ExaminationFiling

4.  Number of Office Actions 
 before Final Decision

5.  Positive First Action at OLE 6.  Grant at OLE

First ActionPPH request1 2

3

456

2392

255

892

 EPO
 JPO

 KIPO
 CNIPA

 USPTO

KIPO
All applications All applications All applications

PPH applications PPH applications

PPH applications

2306

177650

0.731.03

2618

12019

767
3934

124947
175536

2.  Pendency to First Office Action

All applications

   16.1 months

PPH applications

   2.6 months

3.  Pendency to Final Office Action

All applications

                     20.1 months

PPH applications

                     5.0 months

1 1

2 2

3 4

3 4

104
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889

2068

233

1257

Substantive Examination

Withdrawal

4

Grant

Rejection

CNIPA

1.  Number of PPH requests filed
 Total number of applications for  

which a PPH request was made,  
i.e. no rejection rate to be reported

2.  Pendency to First Office Action
 Time savings resulting from PPH 

on pendency to a first substantive 
communication from the examiner

3.  Pendency to Final Office Action
 Time savings resulting from PPH on 

pendency to grant and/or rejection

4.  Number of Office Actions before 
Final Decision

 Office actions reduction resulting  
from PPH

5.  Positive First Action at OLE
 Number of grants in a first substantive 

communication from the examiner (for 
PPH- and all applications)

6.  Grant at OLE
 Number of grants (for PPH- and  

all applications)

Definitions of metrics as agreed by IP5 Offices

 EPO
 JPO

CNIPA

1.  Number of PPH requests filed

 KIPO
 USPTO

Request for Examination

Formality ExaminationFiling

4.  Number of Office Actions 
 before Final Decision

5.  Positive First Action at OLE 6.  Grant at OLE

First ActionPPH request1 2

3

All applications All applications All applications

PPH applications PPH applications

PPH applications

178203

512 3648 4398

1.271.25

3799

2.  Pendency to First Office Action

All applications

   13.2 months

PPH applications

   1.35 months

3.  Pendency to Final Office Action

All applications

                     16 months

PPH applications

                     7.43 months

1 1

2 2

3 4

3 4

920797
16188061457265
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Non-PPH

PPH

1705
739

2989

801

1096

USPTO

1.  Number of PPH requests filed
 Total number of applications for  

which a PPH request was made,  
i.e. no rejection rate to be reported

2.  Pendency to First Office Action
 Time savings resulting from PPH 

on pendency to a first substantive 
communication from the examiner

3.  Pendency to Final Office Action
 Time savings resulting from PPH on 

pendency to grant and/or rejection

4.  Number of Office Actions before 
Final Decision

 Office actions reduction resulting  
from PPH

5.  Positive First Action at OLE
 Number of grants in a first substantive 

communication from the examiner (for 
PPH- and all applications)

6.  Grant at OLE
 Number of grants (for PPH- and  

all applications)

Definitions of metrics as agreed by IP5 Offices

1.  Number of PPH requests filed

Substantive Examination

File Date

4.  Number of Office Actions 
 before Final Decision

5.  Positive First Action at OLE 6.  Grant at OLE

First Action

1

2 3

4

Allowance

Abandon

USPTO

 EPO
 JPO

 KIPO
 CNIPA 

 USPTO

All applications All applications All applications

PPH applications PPH applications

PPH applications

313157

2830 6282

398774
405527

8596

2.42.8

7086

60903

Formalities Completed

Formalities Completed & PPH Request Granted

2.  Pendency to First Office Action

All applications

   16.2 months

PPH applications

   1.9 months

3.  Pendency to Final Office Action

All applications

                     27.2 months

PPH applications

                     10.3 months

1 1

2 2

3 4

3 4
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