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69

IMPLEMENTING REGULATIONS OF THE PATENT LAW 
Rule 69 In the course of the examination of the request 
for invalidation, the patentee for the patent for invention 
or utility model concerned may amend its or his claims, but 
may not broaden the scope of patent protection.

The patentee for the patent for invention or utility 
model concerned may not amend its or his description or 
drawings. The patentee for the patent for design concerned 
may not amend its or his drawings, photographs or the brief 
explanation of the design.

/Related Rule and Guidelines
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4.6

GUIDELINES FOR PATENT EXAMINATION

Part IV Examination of Requests for Reexamination and 
for Invalidation

Chapter 3 Examination of Requests for Invalidation

4.6 Amendment to Patent Documents in the Invalidation 
Procedure

/Related Rule and Guidelines
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1.
The title of the subject matter of a claim can not 

be changed;

2.
The extent of protection can not be extended as 

compared with that in the granted patent;

3.
The amendment shall not go beyond the scope of 

disclosure contained in the initial description 
and claims;

4.
Addition of technical features not included in the 

claims as granted is generally not allowed.
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Deletion of a claim means one(or more)claim,such 
as an independent claim or a dependent claim, is 
removed from the claims.
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Combination of claims means that two or 
more claims dependent on a same independent claim and having no 
relation of dependency are combined together. Under this 
circumstance, all the technical features of the combined dependent 
claims constitute a new claim. The new claim shall contain all the 
technical features of each of the dependent claims thus combined. 
The dependent claims subordinated to a same independent claim 
shall not be combined together unless the independent claim is 
amended.
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Deletion of a technical solution means to remove 
one or more technical solutions from several 
parallel technical solutions defined in the same 
claim.
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2
The patentee may amend the claims by the way of combination within the 
time limit for response only in one of the following circumstances:

(1)

In response to the request for invalidation;

(2) 
In response to causes for invalidation or evidence added by the 

petitioner;

(3) 
In response to causes for invalidation or evidence not mentioned by the 

petitioner but introduced by the Patent Reexamination Board.

1
Before the decision is made, the patentee may either delete a claim or 

delete a technical solution contained in a claim.
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