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General Statement by Japan at the 61st Series of Meetings of the Assemblies of the 
Member States of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in 2020 

 

First of all, the delegation of Japan would like to extend our gratitude to DG Gurry 
for his contribution to the world IP system for 12 years. 
We also thank the Chair and the Secretariat for organizing the General Assembly 

under these difficult circumstances. 
 

Taking this opportunity, we would like to present our expectations for WIPO and the 
commitment of Japan.  

 
First, we expect WIPO, as the only IP specialized agency of the United Nations, to 

contribute to solve global issues including COVID-19 pandemic and global warming 
through promoting innovation. 
As the largest number of partners participate from Japan in WIPO GREEN to 

encourage the diffusion of environmental technologies, Japan will continue to support 
WIPO’s initiatives. 
 
Second, we expect WIPO take initiatives to ensure that the IP systems keep pace with 

technological advances. 
Japan will continue sharing our knowledge and experiences as we did concerning AI 

and IoT related inventions. 
 
Third, we expect WIPO to continue to enhance user convenience through increased 

communications with its customers. 
We will share the opinions of world's leading international applicants in Japan to 

improve WIPO's services. 
 

Fourth, we expect WIPO to reinforce the IP infrastructure through capacity building 
and the development of IT systems. 
We expect to see an enhanced environment for the appropriate protection and 

utilization of IP where anyone can enjoy the equitable benefits of innovation. 
 

Japan will continuously support the initiatives of WIPO through all measures 
including voluntary contributions that we have been making for more than 30 years.  
 
Last but not least, we congratulate Mr. Daren Tang, on his appointment to the next 

DG. We are confident that new DG will take the lead in moving WIPO to the next 
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chapter and realizing an inclusive, balanced, vibrant, and forward-looking Global IP 
Ecosystem.  
 

Japan will continue to cooperate with WIPO and actively contribute to the 
development of the IP Ecosystem.  

 


