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Several members of the Japanese embassy have taken great interest in the Patent Office,
and have visited the building several times; they appear very quick to comprehend the
working of the various machines, as shown by the models, and inquire particularly for
dredging machines, looms, oil presses and printing presses. The worthy Commissioner affords
them every facility for examining both models and drawings, and they appear to appreciate
every attention shown them. The attaché's of the embassy seem to have the “freedom of
the city,” as they enter all places of business and manufacture and watch, with great
attention, the labor and handiwork of the mechanics and the working of machinery by
steam. [t is said that some of the Japanese are learning the daguerreotype business at
Brady's gallery, and that they are apt scholars. Quite a party of the officers and their
artists have been witnessing the operations of the telegraph.

Scribe Washington, D.C., June 2, 1860
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