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January : Japan commenced Global Patent Prosecution Highway
with 12 countries and regions

February : The 5th IP Committee set in total 39 short-term and long-
term goals for JPO.

March : Established linkage between JPO-OPD and WIPO-CASE

In the end of March : Achieved 10-year-goal (FA 11) in terms of
patent examination

April : Released Quality Policies that outlines fundamental principles
of the quality managemant of patent examination (in April), design
examination (in August) and trademark examination (in August).
April : Started program to reduce annual patent fees to 1/3

for small and medium-sized venture companies, and small business
operators

April : Assigned patent attorneys and lawyers at its IP Comprehensive
Support Counters, in order to enhance services

May : Revised the Patent Act and other acts in order to enhance

Japanese industrial competitiveness
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June : JPO and USPTO basically agreed to enhance cooperation in
patent examination (JPO to act as a competent ISA * '/IPEA * 2 for
USPTO and Collaborative Search under the PCT)

June 6th : Held the 7th Meeting of the IP5 Heads of Office to take
forward to patent system harmonization

June 10th : Attended the High Level Forum on Intellectual Property,
which became the JPO Commissioner's first visit to Africa in nearly
30 years.

July 2nd : Held the 4th ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting to
strengthen cooperation in the IP field

July 10th : Held an international symposium on the harmonization of
patent systems, where active discussions were held particularly on
the grace period

August : Established the Subcommittee on Examination Quality
Management aiming to achieve examination of the utmost quality in
the world
September : Held the 2nd JPO-SIPO-KIPO Trial and Appeal Expert

Meeting

#1 ISA : International Searching Authority
*2 IPEA: International Preliminary Examining Authority
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September 1st : Started the first Patent Prosecution Highway program
with a South American country, Columbia

September 22nd to 30th : The 54th WIPO Assemblies were held
in Geneva with the participation of Delegates from WIPO" s 187
member states.

September 24th : The Locarno Agreement Establishing an
International Classification for Industrial Designs entered into force in
Japan

October 1st : Started Patent Prosecution Highway with Malaysia, an
important industrial center for Japanese companies

November 10th : Held the 14th Japan-China-Korea Trilateral Policy

Dialogue Meeting to further enhance the cooperation in the IP field

November 17th : Held in Tokyo for the first time in Asia the "IP
Statistics for Decision Makers", commemorating the 50th anniversary
for Japan to become a member of OECD

December 3rd to 5th : Held the 3rd Meeting of Five Trademark
Offices (TM5) in Tokyo to discuss the 12 projects, including bad faith

trademark filings
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December 3rd to 5th : Reached agreement with the TM5 offices to
separate design matters into a new industrial design forum, called
‘ID5."

2015

January 5th : Launched Chinese and Korean Gazette Translation and
Search System

February 2nd : Established a new service called "Emergency Call for
Trade Secrets" starting consulting on trade secrets and IP strategies
February 2nd to 6th : Held the 22nd Meeting of International
Authorities under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT/MIA) and the
5th Quality Subgroup Meeting at the Japan Patent Office (JPO)
February 12th : Started posting Japan's trademark information on the
world's largest trademark database

February 13th : Deposited an instrument of accession to the
Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International
Registration of Industrial Designs

March 23rd : Reformed the Industrial Property Digital Library (IPDL)

into a new format called J-PlatPat
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