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Current Status of Patent Applications and
Registrations

Changes in the Number of Patent
Applications and Requests for Examination
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Chart 1 : Changes in the Number of Patent Applications (2005-2014)
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Chart 2 : Changes in the Number of Requests for Examination (2005-2014)
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The number of patent applications remained
unchanged at a high level, over 400,000, until 2006
when the trend was reversed. The number had
remained around 340,000 since 2009, and it became
lower in 2014, which was 325,989 ( a 0.7% decrease
compared to the previous year). In 2014, the number of
requests for examination was 245,535 and the number
of patent registrations was 227,142.
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(Note)

The number of patent
applications is the sum of
domestic applications and
PCT international applications
which entered the national
phase. Also, PCT international
applications are counted
based on the day of receiving
documents for national
phase.
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(Note)

The number of requests for
examination includes those
that are subject to the fee
deferral system.



EIES

HF TR S EDE

Trends of Intellectual Property

with Facts and Figures

HFEFR TR 3T - FEFRFOHE

25 1 & 4§5F / Chapter 1 Patents PART

Changes in the Number of Patent
Applications, Requests for Examination,
etc. by Year of Application Filing
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Although the number of patent applications and
requests for examination has been gradually decreasing
over the past years, the number of patent registrations
by year of application filing has tended to be increasing.
This shows that applicants have become more
selective in both filing applications and filing requests
for examination, meaning that intellectual property
strategies of companies, etc. are shifting from quantity
to quality.

Chart 3 : Changes in the Number of Patent Applications, Requests for Examination, etc. by Year of Filing Applications (1990-2014)
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Changes in the Number of PCT
International Applications
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Chart 4 : Changes in the Number of PCT International Applications (2005-2014)
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The number of International applications based on
the Patent Cooperation Treaty, filed with the JPO as
the receiving office, (hereinafter referred to as PCT
international applications) had been increasing until
2013, but in 2014 it decreased by 4.1% year-on-year
to 41,292.
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The Number of Patent Applications by
Country of Origin of Applicant (Top 10
Countries/Regions)

HEAEFERC2014F 0T LB MZ RS . BER%ER
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Looking at the number of Patent applications filed
with the JPO in 2014 by country of origin of applicant,

(F15,4214F) THoTco RVTRTYH6,6154 (APCTEE the t.Op country/reglon was. the United St.ates. of
America, excluding Japan, with 25,998 applications

HEA(F4,7864) . BEN5.6821F (WPCTEHELIR(E2.586 (including 15,421 PCT international applications),

) Tholco o HMHBRHRICEHINEADBRBEHROE] followed by Germany with 6,615 applications (including

A(218.4% THoT-s 4,786 PCT international applications) and the Republic
of Korea with 5,682 applications(including 2,586 PCT
international applications). The ratio of the number of
applications filed by foreign applicants out of the total
applications was 18.4%.

EX 5 O HEAEFERILEEHE LA 10 AE - #his (2014)
Chart 5 : Number of Patent Applications by Country of Origin of Applicant (Top 10 Countries / Regions) (2014)
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HEEAE / Number of Applications

(R)PCTERRLRE / (M)A EEEELRE /
(Included) (Included)

PCT International Foreign Language
Applications Applications

REALLREEL /
Applications filed by Japanese applicants 265,959

SNEAHRESEL /
Applications filed by foreign applicants

KE / United States of America 25,998 15,421 4,963
R / Germany 6,615 4,786 603
#E / Republic of Korea 5,682 2,586 47
722X / France 3,452 2,709 447
$E / China 2,531 1,779 114
A1 A / Switzerland 2,454 1,650 415
#3524 / Netherlands 2,239 1,863 203
*E / United Kingdom 1,731 1,248 224
&8 / Taiwan 1,408 83 185
AT—7> / Sweden 1,038 726 152
ZDMDHE / Others 6,882 4,870 879
#8HHBA{4%% / Total Number of Applications 325,989 58,337 8,520

20,616 288

60,030 37,721 8,232

(1#Z)
KPOPCTERLEDOHTE.
2014F(ICHEABICERBITLE
HEERY.

(Note)

The number of PCT
international applications
represents those which
entered the national phase.
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The Number of Patent Applications by
Technology Field
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Chart 6 : Number of Patent Applications by Technology Field (2013)
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Looking at the number of patent applications by field in
2013, the fields where the most number of applications
were filed were electrical machinery, apparatus,
energy with a total of 33,726 applications, followed
by computer technology with 20,629 applications. On
the other hand, the fields where the least number of
applications were filed were micro-structural and nano-
technology with 114 applications.
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(Note)
This graph was based
on the IPC8-Technology
Concordance which was
created by WIPO using
patent applications published
in 2013, classified according
| to the IPC. Thus, applications
35,000 which were withdrawn
before classifications were
granted are not included.
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Top 10 Companies for Patent Registrations
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Chart 7 : Top 10 Companies for Patent Registrations (2014)
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Looking at the number of patent registrations in
2014 by applicants, the top company was Canon Inc.
with 4,597 patent registrations, followed by Mitsubishi
Electric Corporation with 4,506 patent registrations and
Panasonic Corporation with 4,267 patent registrations.
Electronic and automobile manufacturers occupied
majority of the top 10 ranks.
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(Note)

Includes applications filed by more
than one applicant.

The number of registrations by
Panasonic Corporation includes
those by Panasonic IP Management
KK.

Changes in the Number of Patent
Applications Filed by Universities, etc.
in Japan, and Top 10 Universities that
Registered Patents Most
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EX 8 O AZEFH 5 OFFETHEEM#DH#ER (2003-2014)
Chart 8 : Changes in the Number of Patent Applications Filed by Universities in Japan (2003-2014)
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The number of patent applications filed by universities
including approved TLOs (technology licensing
organizations) had grown rapidly since 2004 when
all national universities became incorporated, and it
exceeded 7,000 in 2005. After hitting the peak in 2007,
it gradually decreased. However, 2014 marked a slight
increase. In that year, the number of applications filed
by universities was 6,899, a 5.2% increase compared to
the previous year.

(%)
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(Note)

The data is based on counting
applications filed by Dean of a
university or filed under the name
of a university and TLOs. In cases
where more than one university
jointly filed an application, each
university was counted.
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Chart 9 : Top 10 Universities for Patent Registrations (2014)
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3 RRILFAKRY / Tokyo Institute of Technology 176
4 REKRZ / Kyoto University 164
5 FUMNKZ / Kyushu University 156
6 KFRAZ: / Osaka University 155
7 BEEKXRZ / Nagoya University 144
8 EEXS / Hokkaido University 104
9 BERZKRE / Keio University 92
10 fEMAZ / Shinshu University 90

EARFEE / Total 4,529

WERCH T BHFEFHRE - BROBTK

with Facts and Figures

% 1 & ¥55F / Chapter 1 Patents PART

As for the number of patent registrations by university
in 2014, the top university was The University of Tokyo
with 295 patent registrations, followed by Tohoku
University with 291 patent registrations, and Tokyo
Institute of Technology with 176 patent registrations.

(BZ)
HEANKZRNEAZET T BFRE
ABOHERUERTLOD L EERR-
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(Note)

The data is based on counting
applications filed by Dean of a
university or filed under the name
of a university and TLOS. In cases
where more than one university
jointly filed an application, each
university was counted.

Current Status of Patent Applications and
Registrations in the World
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Changes in the Number of Patent
Applications in the World
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Chart 10 : Changes in the Number of Patent Applications in the World (2004-2013)
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The number of patent applications filed in the world
was 1.575 million in 2004, but it had grown 1.6 times
over the past ten years, and in 2013, 2.568 million
applications were filed.

(#Hl/ Source)
WIPQO Statistics on the PCT System
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Changes in the Number of Patent
Registrations in the World
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Bk 11 Ot ROFEFERHLADHETE (2004-2013)
hanges in the Number of Patent Registrations in the World (2004-2013)

Chart 1
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The number of patent registrations in the world was
0.621 million in 2004, and it had grown 1.9 times over
the past ten years, and in 2013, 1.170 million patents
were registered.

(&#l/ Source)
WIPO IP Statistics Data Center

Changes in the Number of Patent
Applications Filed with the Five IP Offices
(IP5 Offices)
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B 12 ORAXNFEFTICH 1T B1HEFHREMHED#EF (2009-2013)
Chart 12 : Changes in the Number of Patent Applications Filed with the IP5 Offices (2009-2013)
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Looking at the changes in the number of patent
applications filed with the IP offices of Europe, Japan,
the Republic of Korea, China and the United States of
America in 2013, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) received
328,000 applications, and the Europe Patent Office
(EPO) received 148,000 applications, which shows both
offices experienced slight decreases compared to the
previous year. However, the State Intellectual Property
Office of the P.R.C. (SIPO) received 825,000 applications,
a 26.3% increase year-on-year, which was remarkably
rapid growth.

(&)

SIPO  :SIPO D7k
USPTO : USPTODT7H K
KIPO 1 KIPO wx 7k
EPO  :EPO Wz 7H1h

(Sources)

SIPO  : SIPO website
USPTO : USPTO website
KIPO  : KIPO website
EPO  : EPO website
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Changes in the Number of PCT Member

PCTHIERERUPCTER LRGSO Nations and PCT International Applications
PCTHEEHMUOPCTEHREEH#ZED L. B The number of PCT member nations and international

MHEMIZEH . 201 4FEFVTNEBERSKEEHFTL TS, applications has been growing over the past years, and
in 2014 both numbers remained the highest level.

B 13 O PCT MIZEERV PCT EIFHFEHEIDH#TE (2005-2014)

Chart 13 : Changes in the Number of PCT Member Nations and PCT International Applications
(2005-2014)
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6 HRBRUES Residence of Applicant and Its Ratio

HRICHITZ2014FDOEBABEER OPCTEHR LR Looking at the number of PCT international
HHEBBE. FA10HET86.9%% G-, O&xeke  applications filed in the world in 2014 by country of

- residence of applicant, top 10 countries accounted for
19.8%% CKEIERWTEWVEIGZHER Wd,
ESD KB TR HGEM-FL TS 86.9% of the total number of applications in the world.

Japan accounted for 19.8%, which was the second
highest next to the United States of America.

Bk 14 O tHFROHEABEERID PCT EFFHERG D2 (2010-2014) RUEIE (2014)
Chart 14 : Changes in the Number of PCT International Applications by Country of Residence of Applicant (2010-2014) and Its Ratio (2014)
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(&# / Source)
WIPO Statistics Data Center

(%)
USPTO Utility Patent A5

(Note)
The data of USPTO is based
on utility patent.

(&)

USPTO : USPTO wx7H1k
SIPO 1 SIPO x7HAK
EPO  : EPO wx7H1h
KIPO : KIPO w71k
(Sources)

USPTO : USPTO website
SIPO  : SIPO website
EPO @ EPO website
KIPO : KIPO website
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Changes in the Number of Patent
Applications from Japan to Foreign Offices
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The number of applications from Japan to abroad
was 141,607 in 2004, but over the past ten years it has
increased 1.4 times, and in 2013 it was 201,410.

B 15 O BAED 5 OEAN\DFFEFHEGEDOH#R (2004-2013)
Chart 15 : Changes in the Number of Patent Applications from Japan to Foreign Offices (2004-2013)
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Changes in the Number of Patent
Applications Filed with Major Offices by
Japanese Applicants
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As for the number of patent applications filed with
major offices by Japanese applicants in 2013, 84,967
applications were filed with the USPTO, a 4.2%
decrease year-on-year, 41,193 applications were filed
with the SIPO, a 2.6% decrease year-on-year, and
22,405 applications were filed with the EPO, a 0.4%
decrease year-on-year. On the other hand, 16,300
applications were filed with the KIPO, marking a 1.8%
increase year-on-year.

BZE 16 O BEAIC KL ZEEE -H#EIN\ OIFETHFEGE DT (2009-2013)
Chart 16 : Changes in the Number of Patent Applications Filed with Major Offices

by Japanese Applicants (2009-2013)
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*1 This graph shows the
ratios of patent applications
filed with the JPO which
were also filed with foreign

IP offices. The ratios of global
filings by Japanese applicants
were created based on the
JPO database. The ratios of
global filings by applicants
from US and European
countries were created
based on the WPI (World
Patents Index) database,
reflecting what was published
at the time of obtaining the
data above.
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7' 0—-NIVHFEREOHEE Changes in the Global Application Rate
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The global application rate*' of Japanese applicants
has been increasing since 2008, and marked 31% in
2012.

Bk 17 © 7'0—/\V)LHEREDH#ER (2008-2012)
Chart 17 : Changes in the Global Application Rate (2008-2012)
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