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JPO's Major Events in 2016
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January 25: The Awarding Ceremony of FY2015 Patent Contest/Design
Patent Contest was held.

January 25 to 26: The“Global [P Strategy Forum 2016” was held, and
innovative cases concerning a wide variety of topics were presented under the
theme “Toward New Business with IP Strategy and Regional Revitalization.”
January 29: The"Intellectual Property Finance Symposium” was held, in
which speakers focused on how significant it is for regional financial
institutions to prepare “Evaluation Reports of IP-based Businesses,” and
participants discussed on specific cases where such evaluation reports were
successfully utilized.

February 19 to 26: The “Circuit Japan Patent Office in CHUBU” was
conducted, during which the JPO conducted on-site interview examinations
and held the CHUBU IP Forum 2015 and the seminar.

February 23: Trilateral offices and user’s meeting was held, at which each of
the Offices gave a progress report to the users on measures implemented by
each IP Office. They also solicited opinions and requests from user groups.
March 1: The 3rd TM5 Seminar on Bad-Faith Trademark Filings was held, in
which recent case examples of bad-faith trademark filings in the TM5 Offices
were introduced. Approximately 300 users attended.

March 11: The JPO submitted instruments of accession to the Patent Law
Treaty (PLT) and the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks (STLT) to
the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).
March 11: The JPO announced the revision of the Design Examination
Guidelines, aiming to expand the scope of protection of registerable design
including graphic images.

March 22: The JPO announced the revision of the Trademark Examination
Guidelines. It extensively reviewed and revised them, in order to enable
applicants to more accurately predict the results of their respective
trademark examinations.

March 22 to 23: The IP5 Deputy Heads Meeting was held, in which progress
reports and results of projects covering various initiatives implemented
collaboratively by the IP5 Offices were reported and verified, and the
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participants exchanged opinions.

March 23: The JPO announced the revision of the “Examination Guidelines
for Patent and Utility Model”. This revision relates to the use invention of
foods, the extension of patent term, and matters associated with legislative
amendments to the Patent Act, etc. for accession to the Patent Law Treaty.
April 27 to May 11: The JPO sent patent examiners as lecturers to the training
session for new examiners in the Office of Controller General of Patents,
Designs & Trade Marks Department of India. (The JPO did this in August also.)
May 13: The United-States/Japan Patent Symposium was held, in which the
JPO exchanged opinions on the IP field with US legal professionals.

May 21 to 25: The International Trademark Association (INTA) Annual
Meeting was held, and the JPO introduced the latest status of Japan’s
trademark system during workshops and seminars.

June 2: The 9th IP5 Heads Meeting was held, and the IP5 Offices agreed to
the IP5 Joint Statement in Tokyo 2016 (Tokyo Statement), which outlines the
future directions at which the cooperation among the IP5 Offices should aim.
June 8: The JPO established the overseas IP litigation insurance system to be
prepared for IP litigation overseas, and started subsidization of the premiums
for SMEs.

July 1: The JPO commenced a Cooperation for facilitating Patent Grant
(CPG) program with the Ministry of Industry and Handicraft of Cambodia.
July 19: The 6th ASEAN-Japan Heads of Intellectual Property Offices
Meeting was held and agree to “the ASEAN IPOs — JPO IPR Action Plan
2016-2017”, which includes support for updating or drafting patent manuals
(examination guidelines).

July 25: The JPO launched a service to provide the public with information
concerning patent application procedures and examinations (dossier
information) concerning PCT international applications, etc. as well as
applications filed with the IP5, which is accessible collectively by users.
August 29 to 31: The “Circuit Japan Patent Office in HIROSHIMA™ was
conducted, where the JPO conducted on-site interview examinations, the IP
utilization seminar, and the demonstration of mock oral proceedings through
mock trial courts.
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September 26: The JPO announced its "Action Plan for Regional Intellectual
Property Revitalization “ that is a fundamental policy to further promote local
and SME support in the IP field.

October 2: The JPO launched a new service enabling applicants to file PCT
international applications online in English through the electronic filing
software provided by the JPO.

October 3 to 11: The 56th Series of Meetings of the Assemblies of the
Member States of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) was
held, and the JPO held meetings with more than 20 national and regional IP
offices, confirming its commitment to cooperation with them in many fields.
October 17: The “Intellectual Property System Study Group for the Fourth
Industrial Revolution” was established, and the first meeting was held.
October 24 to November 4: The JPO sent patent examiners as lecturers to
the training session for new examiners in the Department of Intellectual
Property of Thailand.

October 24 to 27: The “Circuit Japan Patent Office in KYUSHU” was
conducted, where the JPO held on-site interview examinations, the
Intellectual Property Finance Seminar, and the seminar for promoting
regional industries based on design/brand strategies.

October 28 to 29: The 5th TM5 Annual Meeting was held, in which the TM5
Offices made presentations on bad-faith trademark filings and made an
agreement to complete the “Compilation of Case Examples of Bad-Faith
Trademark Filings.”

November 1: The JPO commenced a CPG program with the Department of
Intellectual Property of Laos.

November 1 to 2: The 2nd ID5 Annual Meeting was held, in which a joint
statement was adopted proclaiming that the ID5 Partner Offices will work
collaboratively on twelve projects aimed at furthering mutual understanding
of the practices on the protection of industrial designs.

November 14: The JPO created a “broad facet” classification ZIT to enable
cross-sectional extraction of patent documents in the fields of IoT (Internet of
Things) -based technologies.

November 18: The “Symposium on Patent Litigation in Europe and Japan
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2016” was held, in which IP legal professionals in Japan and Europe
exchanged opinions.

November 21: The JPO announced and started to advance measures
related to interview examinations.

November 21 to December 16: The “Circuit Japan Patent Office in KANSAI”
was conducted, where the JPO held on-site interview examinations, the IP
symposium, and the 10th anniversary seminar on regional collective
trademarks.

December 7 to 8: The 23rd Heads Meeting between the JPO and the SIPO;
the 28th Heads Meeting between the JPO and the KIPO; and the 16th
Trilateral Policy Dialogue Meeting among the JPO, the SIPO and the KIPO
were held. At the trilateral meeting, the JPO, the SIPO and the KIPO agreed
to cooperate in the field of trials and appeals.

December 13 to 14: The “WIPO Regional Meeting of Intellectual Property
Office Officials Responsible for the Madrid System” was held, in which
participant-member countries discussed the improvements in practices with
regard to the Madrid system in each country.

December 16: The “Act on the Development of the Related Acts along with
the Conclusion of the TPP Agreement “, including the revision of the Patent
Act and the Trademark Act was announced.

2017
January 23: The Awarding Ceremony of FY2016 Patent Contest/Design
Patent Contest was held.

February 13 to 14: The“Global IP Strategy Forum 2017” was held. At the
Forum, initiatives being undertaken by companies and research institutions to
create innovations were presented under the theme “Business & IP Strategy
Responding to the Super-Smart-Based Society and New Developments for
Regional Revitalization.”
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