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In order to support companies including SMEs, universities and users
in the local regions with their IP activities, the JPO implements a wide
ranging supporting measures, such as providing information, consultation
services, and fee reductions/exemptions. The JPO formulated the “Action
Plan for Regional Intellectual Property Revitalization” in September 2016
to further promote local and SME support in the IP field.

The J-PlatPat is a patent information providing service equipped with
the functions of gazette retrieval for patents, utility models, designs and
trademarks, reference to legal status of applications, and others™?. In
2016, the functions of the J-PlatPat were enhanced, through which (i)
provision of information on patent applications and examinations in each
country to users, and (i) fixed address service for patent information (pilot

stage) were newly launched.

(i) Provision of Information on Patent Applications and Examinations

in Each Country to Users

The service to provide users with information concerning patent
application procedures and examinations (dossier information) in each
country was launched through the J-PlatPat in July 2016™*%.

The service allows user-friendly consolidated display of dossier
information**® provided by the IP5 Offices and other IP Offices

participating in the WIPO-CASE™®'. Users are able to access the latest

¥29 HAGERR  https//www. j-platpatinpit.go.jp/web/all/top/BTmTopPage
WEEAR  https://www j-platpat.inpit.go.jp/web/all/top/BTmTop
EnglishPage

¥30 HAGMR https://www10 j-platpat.inpit.go.jp/pop/all/popd/POPD_

GMT101_Top.action
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USPTO Global Dossier http://globaldossier.uspto.gov/#/

European Patent Register https://register.epo.org/

advancedSearch?Ing=en

Espacenet https://worldwide.espacenet.com/advanced

Search?locale=en_EP

China and Global Patent Examination Information Inquiry

http://cpquery.sipo.gov.cn/

KIPO One Portal Dossier http://kopd.kipo.go.kr/
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*29 Japanese version https://www.j-platpat.inpit.go.jp/web/all/top/BTmTopPage
English version https://www.j-platpat.inpit.go.jp/web/all/top/BTmTopEnglishPage

*30 Japanese version https://www10.j-platpat.inpit.go.jp/pop/all/popd/POPD_GM101 Top.
action
The following links connect to services provided by the rest of the IP5 Offices.
USPTO Global Dossier  http://globaldossier.uspto.gov/#/
European Patent Register https://register.epo.org/advancedSearch?ing=en
Espacenet https://worldwide.espacenet.com/advancedSearch?locale=en EP
China and Global Patent Examination Information Inquiry http://cpquery.sipo.
gov.cn/
KIPO One Portal Dossier  http://kopd.kipo.go.kr/

* 31 WIPO-CASE is the dossier information sharing system developed by the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).

*32 As of December 2016, IP Offices which users can retrieve dossier information from
through the J-PlatPat are limited to the IP5 Offices, the Canadian Intellectual Property
Office (CIPO), and the WIPO.
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BITBIENTED, £ic. EEERICE D 70 )LFHEEE  information through real-time search for databases in those IP Offices,

P EDEEP IO — B R REEENFIATAETH D,  and to obtain English version of dossier Information owned by them.
Furthermore, a filtering function by document type and a displaying
function for displaying a list of assigned classifications and cited
documents are available.

2-3-18 : FYIIEROI—V—RHET—EX
Chart 2-3-1 : Dossier Information Providing Service to Users

BHITICHBESNZE—FBAD K> TiEHz —1ERn ERENCERERTRIEE
Collective display of dossier information of the Selected document can be
identical invention filed with multiple IP Offices displayed
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Original or English
translation can be selected

(i) FEFEREE7 RLAY—ER (B17) (i) Fixed Address Service for Patent Information (pilot stage)

BEODABBRICT IV ERATZLHODR—IDETE A pilot program was launched in December 2016 for services to
URLZ 1 —H—[CR#tI 22— X DRTAE. J-PlatPat  provide users with fixed URLs uniquely assigned to each application to
[CBWT2016F 128 & DAL, X—ILETOREFIE  access the specific gazette information in J-PlatPat (available only in
ROHBERZ ET D, ARITTIE. FEESBEDHER Japanese). In this pilot program, in order to make it easier for users to
ELTESNZXEETREREIC. BEURLEZAR T /R share patent information by e-mail, etc., an icon to generate fixed URL is
YZEBEL T\, placed on the document display screen obtained as a result of number

inquiry.
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The JPO formulated the “Plan for Optimization Operations and
Systems of the JPO** ” which is the 10-year plan between FY2013 and
FY2022, in March 2013. Currently, the JPO is working on system
development according to the plan, which stipulates that the system
development will be preferentially conducted responding to policies with
higher priorities in parallel with the review of the current system structure.

The major achievements in FY2016 were as follows;

(i) Modifying the Patent and Utility Model Filing Systems

(Completion of real-time system for part of business)

As a result of the review of the current system structure, the JPO
modified the data transfer processing among the receiving system the
formality check system for patents and utility models, the peripheral
examination assistance systems for patents and utility models, and the
record copy management system, and it was shifted from “batch
processing” to “real-time processing” in January 2017. This contributed
to realization of dissolving operational delay within the JPO and speeding
up provision of information to users through on-line inspection, etc.

(i) Development of Electronic Filing Software for English Text of PCT
International Applications
As a result of the system development that needs to be preferentially
conducted responding to policies with higher priorities, the JPO
enhanced the functions of electronic filing software provided by the JPO,
and launched the service to receive PCT international application in
English through the enhanced electronic filing software in October 2016.

X33 BAREERR
https://www.jpo.go.jp/sesaku/sesaku/gyomu/index.ntml
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* 33 Japanese version
https://www.jpo.go.jp/sesaku/sesaku/gyomu/index.html
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Formulation of the “Action Plan for Regional Intellectual Property
Revitalization™**”

In the “Intellectual Property Strategic Program 2016” formulated in May
2016, the “promotion of IP strategies in various fields including local
regions, SMEs, and agriculture, forestry and fisheries” is positioned as
one of the major challenges. The ‘Japan Revitalization Strategy 2016”
decided by the Cabinet in June 2016 also stipulates the “enhancement of
IP Strategies for SMEs.” In response to the these initiatives, the JPO
Intellectual Property
Revitalization” through deliberations at the 9th Intellectual Property

formulated the “Action Plan for Regional
Committee Meeting of the Industrial Structure Council held in September
2016.

This Plan stipulates enhancement of support systems for local regions
and SMEs according to the three fundamental principles that are (i)
implementing local/SME support measures steadily, (i) building local/
SME support systems, and (i) establishing the Key Performance
Indicator (KPI) and the Plan-Do-Check-Act (PDCA) cycle.

(i) Implementing Local/SME Support Measures Steadily

As for the local/SME support measures, the JPO and the National
Center for Industrial Property Information and Training (INPIT) will
continue to take the lead in steadily implementing core support
measures, etc., including dissemination and raising awareness of IP-
related systems and support measures, information provision, various
consultation services, support actions. In the implementation of such
support measures, cross-sectional support systems will continue to be
improved for not only the IP rights (patents, utility models, designs, and
trademarks) for which the JPO is competent, but also trade secrets and
rights in the agricultural sector (breeder’s right and geographical
Indication (Gl)), and meticulous support measures will be taken
according to the needs at each stage of IP acquisition, utilization, and
protection.

(i) Building Local/SME Support Systems

Under close collaboration with the Small and Medium Enterprises
Agency, the “IP Comprehensive Support Counters™*®” and “General
Support Bases” will continue to take the lead in building a system to
develop meticulous support measures comprehensively and integrally
from the viewpoint of users, responding to the actual situations in local
regions.

(iii) Establishing the KPI and the PDCA cycle

In order to enhance effectiveness of the support measures and the
support systems to local regions and SMEs, the JPO will validate results
and effects thereof on a regular basis, and continuously review them for

¥34 HAZERR http://www.jpo.go.jp/sesaku/chiiki/files/index/chizai_
kasseika_honpen.pdf

¥35 FNBEDPHEBELEENREOFRTIEZ D, 71 T TEENSHE
BHECOMMNMEICET 2INACHEKZ. ROXZIREBLENT Y
ANy T TR ZEHXBL, £E4I7THEFRICHKE.

*34 Japanese version http://www.jpo.go.jp/sesaku/chiiki/files/index/chizai_kasseika
honpen.pdf

* 35 One-stop consultation counters have been established in 47 prefectures, in which
counter support staff will provide consultation services for IP-related issues encountered
by SMEs in their businesses, ranging from those at the stage of creating and shaping
ideas to those at the stage of the business development.
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improvement.

The KPI has been established so that results of the support measures
can be evaluated from an objective view point in the central level and the
regional level, respectively. The achievement status of the goals will be
validated on a regular basis. A PDCA cycle will also be established by
revising the goals as well as reviewing and enhancing policy actions,
based on user needs and the results of the satisfaction survey.

The rise in the number of Japanese enterprises’ filing patent
applications overseas has been accompanied by a growing tendency for
such enterprises to become embroiled in IP litigations in other countries.
In particular, for Japanese SMEs, it would raise concerns over the
deterioration in the business environment overseas, due to which, for
example, they may be exposed to greater risk of being forced to withdraw
from the business or facing crises that threaten the very survival of the
companies, because they are unable to pay the vast sums required to
deal with such litigations.

For this reason, in FY2016, the JPO established the group insurance
system to cover the cost of IP litigations overseas as a safety net for
SMEs that become embroiled in IP litigations in other countries.

This insurance is limited to member companies of the following
nationwide organizations that includes SMEs among its members.

5 IZRBRSHE
Underwriting Insurance Companies
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Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Co., Ltd., Tokio Marine &
Nichido Fire Insurance Co., Ltd., Sompo Japan Nip-
ponkoa Insurance Inc.
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Tokio Marine & Nichido Fire Insurance Co., Ltd., Som-
po Japan Nipponkoa Insurance Inc.
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Cooperative associations, industrial associations, and Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Co., Ltd., Tokio Marine &
merchant associations (National Federation of Small Nichido Fire Insurance Co., Ltd., Sompo Japan Nip-

Business Associations)
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ponkoa Insurance Inc.

This Insurance compensates SMEs for litigation costs such as fees for
lawyers and patent attorneys for IP litigations filed in countries in the
Asian region excluding Japan and North Korea, and compensation
coverage is limited to litigations on those corresponding to rights of
patent, utility model, design and trademark in Japan. In the case of SMEs
defined by the Basic Act on Small and Medium-Sized Enterprise, the
premium will be halved with state subsidy covering the rest, which
indicates the government encourages SMEs to utilize this insurance
scheme.
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Enhancement of the Consultation Service System for Intellectual
Property Related to Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

In order to enhance the brand value of agricultural, forestry and fishery
products and protect them as intellectual properties, it is important to
utilize various IP systems in combination including the trademark system,
the design system and the patent system under the jurisdiction of the
JPO, and the geographical indication (Gl) protection system and the
variety registration systems under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF).

The JPO has been working with the MAFF to promote association
between the IP Comprehensive Support Counters in each prefecture
established by the INPIT and consultation counters under the MAFF in
order to further enhance the consultation service system. As part of such
efforts, the IP Comprehensive Support Counters have actively responded
to a consultation since October 2016, on the Gl protection system and
the plant breeder’s rights as prescribed in the Plant Variety Protection and
Seed Act.
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The JPO compiled information on various support measures provided
by the JPO and the INPIT in an easy-to-understand manner for SMEs,

*36

and posted it on the JPO’s website

(i) Overall support measures
a. Seminars on IP-right systems
b. Personal visits by industrial property right specialist and dispatch of
lecturers to seminars

c. Patent fees reduction and exemption system

d. Support for analyzing and utilizing patent information

e. Consultation counters for trade secrets and IP strategies

f. Accelerated examination and proceeding system (See Part I,
Chapter 1, Section 1-3), Same Chapter, Section 2-2), Section 3-2),
Section 4-1))

g. Interview examination system

h. Interview proceeding system

(ii) Support Measures for International Business Expansion

a. Global Intellectual Property Producers

b. Consultation desk for SMEs encountering issues on counterfeit
goods made in foreign countries

c. Fee reduction and exemption system for PCT international
applications

d. Fee grant system for PCT international applications

e. Subsidy for filling foreign applications

f. Subsidy against IP infringements overseas

(iii) Others

a. Intellectual property finance portal site
This portal site introduces various measures to help lead to financing

by financial institutions through visualization of IP values of SMEs.

*37
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%36 HANGERR EExEE

https://www.jpo.go.jp/sesaku/chusho/index.html ?, 7
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X 37 HAEERR
http://chizai-kinyu.go.jp/
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*36 Japanese version E? =
https://www.jpo.go.jp/sesaku/chusho/index.html

* 37 Japanese version
http://chizai-kinyu.go.jp/
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Information on Support Measures for Universities and Research
Institutes

In order to promote IP activities in universities, etc., the JPO and the
INPIT have developed comprehensive support measures for IP activities
from creation of inventions to utilization and successful commercialization

of rights. For more information, see the JPO’s website .

(i) Utilization of advisers
The JPO has been supporting each institution in the following projects
by dispatching IP experts to universities, etc.
a. Dispatch project of intellectual property producers
b. Dispatch project of intellectual property advisors for University-
Industry collaboration

(ii) Promotion of Utilization of Patent Information

Through effective utilization of patent information mainly on patent
gazettes, etc., IP users will be able to prevent redundant R&D, to promote
R&D utilizing prior arts, and to avoid unnecessary disputes, etc. The JPO
provides the following services to promote utilization of patent
information.

a. Japan Platform for Patent Information (J-PlatPat)

b. Gazette fixed-address service for universities

(iii) Support in Patent Applications/Examinations

a. Fee reduction and exemption of patent application and examinations

b. Refund of part of international search fee

c. Accelerated examination system (See Part I, Chapter 1, Section
1-3))

d. Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) (See Part Il, Chapter 2, Section
3-1))

e. Interview examination (See Part Il, Chapter 1, Section 1-5)-(i))

(iv) Utilization of Rights
a. Patent Licensing Information Database
b. Research Tool Patent Database
c. Intellectual Property Transaction Specialists Database

(v) Research, Development, and Human Resource Development for
IP rights

a. Research report on issues of industrial property right systems

b. Research report on promotion project for research about issues of
IP in universities

c. IP-e-learning

d. Materials for IP-learning

e. Lecture materials for seminars on IP-right systems for science and
engineering students

f. Patent contest/Design patent contest

%38 HAGEhR
http://www.jpo.go.jp/sesaku/daigaku/index.html

%38, *38
* 38 Japanese version "
http://www.jpo.go.jp/sesaku/daigaku/index.html
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For implementing the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP
Agreement), the "Act on the Development of the Related Acts along with
the Conclusion of the TPP Agreement,” including the bill to amend the
Patent Act and the Trademark Act, was approved and established on
December 9, 2016, and announced as Act No. 108 of 2016 on December
16, 2016.

Adjustment to the Existing Industrial Property Rights System
for Implementing TPP Agreement in Japan

The TPP Agreement was signed in February 2016. This Agreement
aims at realizing a high level of free trade in the Asia-Pacific region, and
formulates common rules among the contracting parties not only for
goods market access or service trade but also for non-tariff fields such
as the IP field. Amendment was made to relevant provisions of the Patent
Act and the Trademark Act as follows to ensure the implementation of the
TPP Agreement.

(i) Extending the period for claiming an exception to lack of novelty of
invention, during which novelty of an invention is not denied by
publication of the invention at an applicant’s will prior to filing a
patent application, from six months to one year (Patent Act);

(i) Introducing the system of patent term extension in cases where the
establishment of the patent right is registered after 5 years from the
filing date of an application, or 3 years from the filing date of a
request for examination, whichever is later (Patent Act); and

(iii) Introducing a statutory damages system pertaining to trademark
counterfeiting (Trademark Act).

The above “ Act on the Development of the Related Acts along with the
Conclusion of the TPP Agreement,” including the bill to amend the Patent
Act and the Trademark Act, was approved by the Cabinet on March 8,
2016 and submitted to the 190th Ordinary Diet Session on the same day.
The same Bill was approved and established in the192nd Extraordinary
Diet Session on December 9, 2016, and announced as Act No. 108 of
2016 on December 16, 2016
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Consideration of New IP system
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In the Fourth Industrial Revolution, which is driving the rise of the
Internet of Things (loT) and artificial intelligence (Al), more and more
things are connected to the internet, so that the amount of usable and
applicable data will increase dramatically. Such data, data analysis
technologies and business models based on the data are highly
expected not only to become major sources of competitive advantages
for many companies, serving as important intellectual property, but also
to bring about socioeconomic innovation.

In order to consider the existing systems and operations related to
intellectual property, standardization and data that adapt to such
revolutionary changes in the industrial structure, in October 2016, the
JPO established the “Intellectual Property System Study Group for the
Fourth Industrial Revolution” consisting of experts from industry and
academia, in cooperation with other relating authorities under the Ministry
of Economy, Trade and Industry. This Study Group discusses on such as
“Industrial Property Rights Systems Adapting to Changes of Industrial
Structure”, “Promotion of Strategic International Standardization” and
“Promotion of Using and Applying Data” intending to report an interim
summary in April 2017.
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