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Globalization of corporate activities is progressing as the
growth of emerging markets drives the expansion of export
destinations, and the overseas advancement of production
plants and R&D centers. The protection and utilization of
intellectual property in emerging countries are critical both to
companies in order to develop their business in such coun-
tries, and to the emerging countries in order to attract invest-
ment by foreign companies. The JPO is promoting initiatives
to further harmonize intellectual property systems and
practices in various countries and regions, and to improve and
strengthen intellectual property systems in emerging countries.

Harmonization of

IP Systems and Practices

In cooperation with the WIPO and foreign IP offices, the JPO
has been working to further harmonize intellectual property
systems and practices in order to improve convenience when
an applicant files applications for the same invention in more
than one country.

1) Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO
The Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO are a series of
meetings held annually to decide matters related to the entire
organization, such as the formulation of budgets, appoint-
ment of the Director General, and approval of amendments to
regulations under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), the
Madrid Protocol, and the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement.

(i) Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO: Fifty-Ninth
Series of Meetings (September—October 2019, Switzer-
land)

¢ The opening of new WIPQO external offices, the convening of
a diplomatic conference for the adoption of a Design Law
Treaty (DLT), and various other important issues were
discussed. Commissioner Matsunaga, representing Japan,
gave a general statement at the opening of the assembly, in
which he expressed expectations that the WIPO will contrib-
ute to the international community in the promotion of
innovations based on advanced technologies, such as 0T
and Al, and achievement of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

FEEMISOMKRIC LMK, EERS - ATHEE
NaDBNERE. REEFHOIO-/NVEDEATNS,
FEEZCHS\WTHNENMRE - FRSNS I %
[CESTIIUBETEEEZRHAT IO, BFEICESTIE
AECEDOREEHMALT=H. FBICEETHD. HEE
FEETIE. &E - s ORI ERIE - BROE 4 S5,
FEEZCHIT DM ERE O - D) DEHEZ
EHTWD,

FNBY A7 E Hl R < i FH DA

HEADRB CHEBICDWTEHREICHE T 3155 0FEE %
ELEstEsazo. HRIMPIFABEHE (WiP0) LREYFE
FEBPDUTHNMEFE - EROELZIAMICEOTUL
50

1) i RAMFREEREE (wiPo) IEEER =
WIPOMEEHR=E. WIPOZEDFEDEE. EHEBEER
OES. BEFHAFRN - YRV Y RREREE - /\—IHE
I a1 x—TREBEDRRKEERE. WIPORKICED
BEBHEICDODVWTCOREBREZITOSATHD. BFFHESN
W3,

(i) E59EWIPOMEEE#S (2019€9A~10A. 21 2)

o WIPOSAERSEHAROFMRRE. BEEFRN (DLT) ICHRSD
ARZEBORES. BLOEEFEICDOVWTCER. 258
. BPEZRRL TIRARED—MERZTL. loTv
AlDFTEFRMICEDIS A/ R=—yavDERE., B
BEERFEBE (SDGs) DERICDVT. WIPO A ER#t
RICEBY D Z ENDEFERRA,



WIPO Conference Hall
WIPO &5&i521&

WIPOREREEHR

JPO STATUS REPORT 2020

79

HEIRFS Mo—on EW | SSW00INO A910d 610C ZHed n



80

Chapter2 | 2=

2) Framework of developed countries concerning
patent system harmonization (Group B+)

The Group B+, a framework of developed countries comprised

of the IP offices of 46 countries and 2 organizations*’, is

aimed at the direction to harmonize substantive patent law.

(i) Group B+ Meeting (October 2019, Switzerland)

e The main topics of grace periods, conflicting applications,
prior use rights, and prior art toward patent harmonization
with users of Japan, the U.S., and Europe were discussed.

3) IP5 Meeting

The IP5 is a forum established in 2007 by the five IP Offices of
Japan, the U.S., Europe, China, and South Korea. The IP5 Offic-
es cooperate broadly on issues such as harmonization of
patent laws and practices, mutual utilization of examination
results, enhancing the quality of patent examinations, and
improving patent information services.

(i) The 12th IP5 Heads Meeting (June 2019, South Korea)

e The IP5 Offices agreed to launch a task force for discussion
on examination guidelines for Al-related inventions, etc.

¢ The IP5 Offices endorsed the final results of patent harmo-
nization projects for these five years, and agreed to start
work on new topics.

¢ The IP5 Offices reached an agreement on the definition of
metrics for evaluating the benefit of the Patent Prosecution
Highway (PPH) scheme.

¢ The IP5 Offices agreed to conduct a pilot program for
improving users’ access to examination-related information.
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From left to right: Commissioner Shen (CNIPA), Under Sec-
retary lancu (USPTO), Commissioner Park (KIPO), Commis-
sioner Munakata (JPO), President Campinos (EPO), Deputy
Director General Sandage (WIPO)
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*71  WIPO Group B (developed countries) member countries, EU member countries, European Patent Convention (EPC) member countries, the European Patent

Office (EPO), the European Commission, and South Korea.
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4) ID5 Meeting

The ID5 is a framework established in 2015 to promote
international cooperation in the field of industrial designs
among five IP Offices, responsible for industrial designs, of
Japan, the U.S,, Europe, China, and South Korea, who collec-
tively handle over 80% of the world's design applications.

(i) The 5th ID5 Annual Meeting (December 2019, Japan)

¢ Marking the fifth anniversary of the ID5 cooperation, the ID5
adopted the “2019 ID5 Joint Statement.” In the statement,
the ID5 confirmed its important attributes for future cooper-
ation, in particular, striving to establish common design
practices which could serve as a guideline for an effective
global protection of industrial designs, on the basis of
knowledge acquired through comparative studies.

Of the existing cooperation projects, the ID5 compiled and
approved comparative study results on the following
subjects: practices of priority rights, filing forecast, product

indications, admissibility of Internet information as legiti-
mate disclosure, and study of 3D printing and industrial
design protection. In addition, the ID5 official website*? was
renewed to enhance users’ accessibility to the ID5 activities.
At the ID5 user session, the ID5 and users actively ex-
changed views on the topic of more efficient and user

friendly protection of industrial designs. The discussion
also touched on the “Recommended Design Practices”

project, which may be understood as a forerunner of
establishing common design practices.

International Initiatives | EBRFIEE

4) EERF (D5 &8

BERF (105 [F. HROBEZFHEND S LZERD
%5 BAMAPE QM. BESTICHITSERNLH
EWET D02, 201 5FICAIRSNAHBA TH Do

(i) #E5MEIDSHFREE (2019%12A. BX)

o SEEIRRIH S SEBFWR IRE, TNFETESZHIEL
BEEIC. JO0-NIVERERENBIEINEEHELD
HBREERBOERICEAIFTENALTVK I EE, SED
AT HOERGEE S EMERITS [IDSHBEER
20191 =R,

e MEOHAHTOIYIINDS L, BELERKEME. HE
Tl ®WBERR A VI —Ry MEROIIHVER 3D T
VYT« VI EBRFEICEATIMRICDOVT. AFOH
ELhBASHREIMD F&H. £z, ID5OSEEERICT
ITR3A-—HY—FIOEREEALIEIEHIC, ID5TTTY
A 2z RlIF,

o ID5A—Y—tyv Y3 VTlE. RBEFERFEERDRT
EHED HREEEHKICET M5 2ELHELT,
EOPREMN TV —-T L VR —-LBEERFREET—Y
2. AF &1V — DB TERGRRERIRZ .

HEIRFS Mo—on EW | SSW00INO A910d 610C ZHed n

From left to right: Director Bisson (The Hague Registry,
WIPO), Director-General Moon (KIPO), Executive Director Ar-
chambeau (EUIPO), Commissioner Matsunaga (JPO), Deputy
Director General Dong (CNIPA), Senior Patent Attorney Gerk
(USPTO), Director-General Taniyama (JPO)
ENS.EVYWIPON-IJERBE.LVKIPOEE -BREEEBER.
P—YvVRUEUIPORE. X RE.FY CNIPAEESEEREER.
H—UUSPTO LEFFAEL . BAIUEEE R

*2 [@=pPEE] English
iz http//id-five.org/
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5) TM5 Meeting

The TM5 is a framework established in 2011 to promote
international cooperation in the field of trademarks by the IP
offices of Japan, the U.S., Europe, China, and South Korea.

(i) The 2019 TM5 Mid Term Meeting (May 2019, U.S.)

e Reports were given on the progress status of the “Bad Faith
Trademarks Project,” the “Image Search Project,” the “Quality
Management Project,” and the “User Association Involve-
ment Project” led by the JPO, and the JPO proposed to hold
the Working-Level Meeting before the Annual Meeting (the
Working-Level Meeting was held in Beijing, China in August).

(ii) The 8th TM5 Annual Meeting (December 2019, Japan)

e The JPO released the updated “Case Examples of Bad-Faith
Trademark Filings” and the TM5 agreed to create materials
for the Bad Faith Trademarks Project to raise public aware-
ness in 2020.

e The TM5 agreed to hold the 4th Joint Workshop at the INTA
Annual Meeting which will be held in Singapore in April
2020, and that the theme will be “Protection of store design
as a trademark”

e The TM5 agreed to expand the scope of the Image Search
Project to all systems used for trademark examination
procedures.

¢ The Quality Management Experts Meeting was held in
conjunction with the Annual Meeting. The user session was
also held under the theme of quality management.
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From left to right: Director-General Moon (KIPO), Deputy
Commissioner Marsh (USPTO), Director-General Nishigaki
(JPO), Commissioner Matsunaga (JPO), Executive Director
Archambeau (EUIPO), Deputy Director General Dong (CNIPA)
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6) Meetings with China and South Korea
Meetings among the heads of the JPO, the CNIPA, and the
KIPO have been held continuously, since 1994 between Japan
and China, since 1983 between Japan and South Korea, and
since 2001 among Japan, China, and South Korea, to cooper-
ate with each other in the fields of patents, designs, and
trademarks, etc.

(i) The 19th TRIPO Heads Meeting among JPO, CNIPA and
KIPO, the 26th Heads Meeting between JPO and CNIPA,
and the 7th TRIPO User Symposium™° (December 2019,
Japan)

¢ Based on last year's agreement, the TRIPO Heads Meeting,
the Heads Meeting between the JPO and the CNIPA, and
the TRIPO User Symposium were held at the same timing.

¢ At the above two Heads Meetings, the parties confirmed
the outcomes of past cooperation and the continuation and
strengthening of future cooperation in fields such as
patents, designs, automation, trials and appeals, and
development of human resources, along with the new coop-
eration on trademarks that began this year. In particular, at
the Heads Meeting, between the JPO and the CNIPA, the
parties agreed to strengthen the JPO-CNIPA Examiner
Exchange Program.

¢ At the Symposium, presentations and panel discussions
were given by government officials and legal practitioners
from each country under the theme of “Latest Trends in
Administrative and Judicial Protection System of IP”

]

From left to right: Commissioner Matsunaga (JPO),
Commissioner Shen (CNIPA)

EhS MEAREHCNIPABR

A= English
= https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/
} ugoki/201912/120501.html

GE HAEE
¥ https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/
£ ugoki/201912/120501.html
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The 19" TRIPO Heads Meeting

December 4, 2019 Kobe, Japan

» @ E%

From left to right: Commissioner Park (KIPO), Commis-
sioner Matsunaga (JPO), Commissioner Shen (CNIPA)
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7) Initiatives for IP Protection Through
Economic Partnership Agreements
Japan has actively concluded economic partnership agree-
ments (EPAs), mainly with Asian countries, with the aim of
strengthening wide-ranging economic relations. IP is included
in the areas of negotiations, as part of the efforts for develop-
ing an environment that contributes to trade and investment
expansion. In IP related negotiations, Japan seeks adequate,
effective and balanced IP protection that exceeds the level of
the TRIPS Agreement, as well as efficient and transparent
practices and sufficient and effective enforcement. In addi-
tion, Japan carries out initiatives that require counterpart
countries to implement enacted EPAs appropriately and
thoroughly.

(i) Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement

The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Agreement is an econom-

ic partnership agreement among 12 countries located in the

Pacific Rim. While it was signed in February 2016, it has not

entered into force due to the U.S. withdrawal in January 2017.

Following the U.S. withdrawal, the 11 countries excluding the

U.S. entered into renegotiations and reached agreement on

the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pa-

cific Partnership (TPP11), which exceptionally suspends the
application of some articles in the TPP. The TPP11 entered

into force on December 30, 2018.

The main provisions related to industrial property rights in

TPP and TPP11 are as follows:

e Introduction of a patent term adjustment system for
Unreasonable Curtailment with respect to a pharmaceutical
product.** (suspended in TPP11);

¢ |ntroduction of patent term adjustment system for Unrea-
sonable Granting Authority Delays *° (suspended in TPP11);

* Introduction of the provision of exception to lack of novelty™*®;

e Ratification or accession to the Madrid Protocol or the
Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks; and

¢ Establishment or maintenance of a system that provides
pre-established damages or additional damages for trade-
mark counterfeiting.

*4 A system that allows for patent term

*5 A system that allows for patent term
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*6 A provision stipulating that novelty and

adjustments for compensating patent

rights holders for unreasonable curtailment

of the effective patent term as a result of

the marketing approval process for a new
pharmaceutical product.
EXEROIRFTERBOFHOMERIC L DB EHFTHIE
DIERICDVWTRHFIEE [CHET B0 ICBFBREO
ERZRODHIE

adjustments for unreasonable delays , which
includes a delay in the issuance of a patent of
more than five years from the date of filing of
the application, or three years after a request
for examination of the application

HEEDS SE BEFRD S IFZIBE L 5 HRD
ERMEE TICE U RSB ERRIC DS R OE
ReB0HHIE

inventive step will not be denied in cases
where the inventor discloses an invention
before filing a patent application, if the inventor
files a patent application within 12 months of
the date of disclosure.
BEFHERIICESEBEARLIBEFIC.Z0ED
AREDS 12 BURIC LIHFERICHRIEBIE Z
DARICE > THRERPESEDNBESNEZVET
SIRE



(ii) Agreement between the European Union and Japan for
an Economic Partnership

The agreement between the European Union and Japan for

an Economic Partnership is an EPA between Japan and the

European Union (EU), which entered into force on February 1,

2019. The EPA's chapter on IP disciplines the IP protection

that exceeds the level of the TRIPS Agreement because both

Japan and the EU already have high-level IP protection sys-

tems.

The main provisions related to industrial property rights are as

follows:

¢ |ntroduction of a system for an extension of the period of
protection conferred by a patent on pharmaceutical prod-
ucts and agricultural chemical products*’;

¢ Introduction of systems for partial design and secret
design; and

¢ Prohibition of preparatory acts such as manufacturing or
importing labels and packages indicating registered trade-
mark without the consent of the trademark owner.

(iii) EPAs under Negotiation

Japan participates in the negotiations on the Regional Com-
prehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). Japan is also
engaged in the negotiations for a China-Japan-Korea free
trade agreement (FTA), Japan-Turkey EPA, etc. Among them,
RCEP is a major, wide-area economic partnership for which
the ten ASEAN countries and six other countries (Australia,
China, India, Japan, New Zealand and South Korea) are
participating in the negotiations. Its economic sphere ac-
counts for approx. 50% of the world’s population and contrib-
utes approx. 30% of global GDP and total trade amount. RCEP
is expected to facilitate the creation of a free and fair econom-
ic sphere and stimulate trade and investment in this region.

*7 A system that allows for patent term
extensions for compensating patent rights
holders for unreasonable curtailment of
the effective patent term as a result of
the marketing approval process for a new
pharmaceutical product of agricultural
chemical product.
EERXEEEDORFTERBDOFHROMBRICLDBME
FETHIROEMEIC DOV TS IR o8
SR DIER %530 BHIE
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Support for Improvement of IP Systems

HEAE - FLEICHIIS

in Emerging and Developing Countries

Companies from around the world regard emerging countries
such as ASEAN countries and India as promising locations for
their business development. In these emerging countries,
there is a pressing need to improve and strengthen IP sys-
tems from the perspective of developing the investment
environment.

1) ASEAN

The JPO is cooperating with the ASEAN IP offices, not only
through bilateral support based on their respective needs, but
also through multilateral platform such as the ASEAN-Japan
Heads of IP Offices Meeting.

(i) ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting (August 2019,
Tokyo), etc.
The 9th ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting was held
in Tokyo in August 2019, which adopted the "ASEAN-Japan
Joint Statement for Intellectual Property 2019.” While main-
taining the conventional cooperation, this adoption will
facilitate the consolidation of the cooperation framework for
the development of patent examination guidelines in the field
of emerging technologies, and the establishment of a cooper-
ation framework for resolving issues that arise from the
translation of patent applications. The initiatives under this
meeting were applauded in the Joint Media Statement of the
AEM-METI Consultations held in September 2019 and the
Chairman’s Statement of the ASEAN-Japan Summit held in
November 2019.

M ERIEEROSZE

ASEANZEEY -« ~ FEOHEE . SETENSEERM
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1) ASEAN
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ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting
HASEANSEHFFRERS




(ii) High Level Interactions

The Director General of the Intellectual Property Corporation
of Malaysia (MyIPQ) and the JPO Commissioner held talks
and signed a memorandum of cooperation in the field of IP
between the two countries (October 2019, Geneva).

The Deputy Minister for Commerce of Myanmar and the
Deputy Director General of the Intellectual Property Office of
Viet Nam (IP Viet Nam) visited Japan for talks with officials
of the JPO (November 2019, Japan).

Officials of the JPO visited Myanmar, Indonesia, Singapore,
Thailand, and Viet Nam for talks with the officials of the IP
offices.

(iii) Dispatching JPO Experts to ASEAN IP Offices

In 2019, the JPO dispatched experts to Indonesia, Myanmar
and Singapore, to continually provide timely and on-demand
support.

In addition, the JPO dispatched personnel to Indonesia, Lao
PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thai-
land and Viet Nam to provide training courses and seminars
on examination of patent and trademark in 2019.

International Initiatives | EBRFIEE

(ii) N LRIVEFDORE
s YUY PHNBEAHRE EBRERFTRENSHK
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2) India

Through a deepening of cooperative relations in the field of IR,
the JPO is supporting the expansion of investments and
business by Japanese companies in India, which is attracting
attention as an emerging market.

e The seminar on promoting public awareness of IP and the
workshops for IP education and fostering creativity among
youth were held. The workshops on IP education for youths
was attended by approx. 50 Japanese elementary and
junior high school students enrolled in Indian schools as
well as Indian students (January 2019, New Delhi).

The 1st ISA/IPEA Experts Group Meeting was held (March

2019, New Delhi).

The Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trademarks

(CGPDTM) of India paid a courtesy visit to the JPO Com-

missioner (September 2019, Japan).

e The JPO Commissioner and the CGPDTM held a bilateral
meeting. They exchanged views regarding cooperative
relations between their two offices (October 2019, Switzer-
land).

e The JPO and the Department for Promotion of Industry and

Internal Trade (DPIIT) of the Ministry of Commerce and

Industry of India held the 3rd JPO-DPIIT Review Meeting in

India with the aim of maintaining and enhancing cooperative

relations. At the meeting, the two offices signed an Action

Plan that added new cooperation activities in the field of IP

and released a Joint Statement on continuing and strength-

ening their partnership. In addition, a Joint Statement of

Intent on the Japan-India Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)

Pilot Program was signed (November 2019, New Delhi).

The two offices started accepting PPH requests (December

2019).

MRKE N Ngip. <

VAR 740

HAERATE. MNMEAIBICS T 3B ABRORbZRE
CT. #HEMIBE L TEESND 1 Y BEADOBENEREDER
& EIYRABAZEREL VS,

o MpELBEECHATIEIF—RUBSIVEONUHEE
F—NICTBRI—Ivay TafE. SLPEONMHEE
FRICTBT—IYavTITlE. 4V ROBRERITEDS
HEANNRZERDA Y R AZENS0BDSM (20194
18, FU=)o

o F1OISA/IPEABEMRI N —T=EZ=FE (2019438.
FU—)o

s AV RBAREBERBRENMIFTREZRMGME
(2019498, AF).

s HAERHTREE L1V REHREEERBERE & DM
TN == E. BTEORABRICOVTERIR%E
ENE (2019108, 2A2).

e AAERHTES Y RBEIREERE - IREB (OPIT)
EDOBT. HHBEGROMHS - BbzBME LT, £3EH
ENAMMNEI SRS E Z 1~ R T, SETIIMNEED
NETCOBNBEZNTLIHFIEF I3V TS VICE
ZL. BHBROMESMEICDODVWTHEBRBEEREK, %
f=. BENRHEE/N\1 DT (BOPPH) BITICHRIER
NEDEZZREM (2019F118. FU—)o

o HEDPPH QOEREESZIZRIA (2019%128),

From left to right: Commissioner Matsunaga (JPO), Control-
ler General Gupta (CGPDTM)

EhS MERE. I 751V REHEEBFRBRE




3) Middle East

The JPO is building close cooperative relationships with the
countries of the Middle East by strengthening support provid-
ed through regional IP offices as well as establishing bilateral
ties, etc.

¢ The JPO and the Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property
(SAIP) signed a Memorandum of Cooperation (MOC) on
human resource development, PPH, exchange of IP elec-
tronic data, etc. (October 2019, Tokyo).

e The JPO, the Ministry of Economy of the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and WIPO organized a dialogue in Tokyo
between Japan and Arab countries. Participants, including
ambassadors to Japan and the heads of IP offices from
Japan, Bahrain, Egypt, Kuwait, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, UAE
and WIPO discussed utilizing IP in the digital era and ideal
business operations at IP offices (October 2019, Tokyo).

International Initiatives | EFRHIEE

3) R

BAEHEFTEHRRERE OB T, BB TH < LEHE
FrrRLXEERT 8L BELHBIBFRERNT
Wd,

s YUITPSETHNMERS (SAIP) &DET. AMBERK.
PPH. 7 —4 OXBEICEE T B AEZICER (2019
£108. B,

s PSUBEREEN (UAE) BBERUWIPOLEHIC, H
KEPSTHEEEOWEZRRCTHRMEL. BAR. N—L—
V. IVTIh JUI—hk EOwI, YUIFSEF,
UAERUWIPO M oBBXECHMTRES . TI4
WEERIC ST DRBSER P TERE DD D HICDVNTE
i (2019%108. R,

From left to righ: CEO Abdulaziz (SAIP), Commissioner
Matsunaga (JPO)
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4) Africa

As well as providing support through regional IP office, the
JPO is also building bilateral cooperative relationships with
African countries.

4)7IVUhH
HAESEFT>7 7 hEEE OB T. [AEANE ERE%E
BUEXEETSREIITEL, ZERTHHRABERERENT
Wna,

¢ The President of the Egyptian Patent Office (EGPO) visited

Japan. The JPO and the EGPO exchanged views regarding
IP initiatives and future cooperation between the two offices
(February 2019, Japan).

The JPO held a policy dialogue with the Kenya Industrial
Property Institute (KIPI), the Companies and Intellectual
Property Commission (CIPC), South Africa, and the African
Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI) for the purpose of
advancing cooperative initiatives with the respective offices
in the IP field (August 2019, Japan).

As official side events during the 7th Tokyo International
Conference on African Development (TICAD7), the JPO and
WIPO co-organized a panel discussion on “Achieving and
Living the African Dream with IP" and the JPO and JETRO
co-organized a seminar on the IP systems of KIPI and OAPI
(August 2019, Japan).

The JPO personnel were dispatched to a PCT regional
seminar held in Botswana to share knowledge on PCT
international application procedures. The JPO personnel
were also dispatched to a branding project workshop held
in Botswana to share knowledge on branding (September
2019, Botswana).

The JPO personnel were dispatched to a workshop held in
Cameroon on effective utilization of examination results of
other IP offices, and shared knowledge on PPH (October
2019, Cameroon).

The JPO Deputy Commissioner attended a WIPO/ARIPO/
OAPI (WAD) Conference held in Zimbabwe. They shared
knowledge on initiatives that support technology and
innovation, and noted that the JPO will actively back up the
sustainable development of Africa on the IP field (Novem-
ber 2019, Zimbabwe).

The JPO Deputy Commissioner attended a Session of the
ARIPO Council of Ministers held in Liberia. The JPO Deputy
Commissioner stated that the JPO intends to continue
necessary cooperation in the field of IP for the self-sus-
tained and sustainable growth of Africa. The JPO Deputy
Commissioner also exchanged views individually with the
delegations of participating countries, and confirmed the
JPQO’s intent to advance cooperation in the IP field (Novem-
ber 2019, Liberia).

IVIJMFEFRENRBL. @B TOMNMEDE
CHIFBEHEE SEOBHICTDOVTERZIRERE (2019
£28. BE),.

TP EEREERE KIP). BFP 7Y NEE - X
BEERER (CIPC) RUP T U DRI ERE (0AP) &
OHNVENB CORNZHET S LEZBRNIC. H- 7
T DSEFT BRI EE Z R (201988, BX),
E£707 7V NEESE (TICAD7) BERBEF. AN~
RANRYERELT, WIPOEDHRET (R TERT 72
UAYRU—=L] Z2F—ICRXILNTAAAY I,
I OEQRETT =P, 7T U DB EES DR
HEEZF—%F#E (2019588, BHA).

RY DS CRESNZPCTHE I —ICRHFTHRES
REL. PCTEREEFHSICREATIMREEREE, k.
BECCEESNEZIS VT« - IOV I DT —
JvavwICHFTREEREL. JS5VT 1 VJICET
DRREZHE (2019598, RYTF),

BRI —Y THRESNMTOBEFBREOWRN AT B
CBET 37— Y3y JICHFTBEEREL. PPHIC
B dRREZHE (20195108, AXIL—),
IYNTITHRESNIZWIPO/ARIPO/OAPI (WAD) &=
EIC. FEREESSSML. B 1 /=3 VEXX
DERBMERICODVWTCTONRABZITSLEEBIC, PIUR
OFFEHNEREZ MNP OAEH SEENIC/NN\Y o Py TF
BZEICER (2019F118. YVYNTI),

UNRY P TRESNIZP 7 ) AIAEAEE#E (ARIPO)
REFEZ=ITFFRESSML. PT7YAHDOEIN - 755
HRRICHELRNMAPBE CORNZH]GET S EEERT
DEEDIT. BNEEEHERICRREIREITV. MIHD
FOBHEED TV Z EZHESE (20195118, URUT),



5) Central and South America

(i) Brazil

The JPO has developed close cooperative relations with the
National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI) of Brazil, which
has included continuous cooperation on human resource
development and examinations.

¢ INPI officers visited Japan to participate in a Brazil IP
Seminar (January 2019, Japan).

¢ The JPO Commissioner and the INPI President held a
bilateral meeting and exchanged views on the cooperative
relations between the two offices (October 2019, Switzer-
land).

¢ |nresponse to a request from INPI, the JPO held a technical
training course for INPI patent examiners (November 2019,
Brazil).

¢ The limit on technical fields eligible for PPH requests was
removed. All technical fields were made eligible for PPH use
(December 2019).

(ii) Mexico

As well as cooperation between the two nations, the JPO has
deepened cooperative relations with the Mexican Institute of
Industrial Property (IMPI) through cooperation under interna-
tional frameworks such as the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooper-
ation (APEC).

e The JPO and the IMPI exchanged views on the cooperative
relations between the two offices (July 2019, Mexico).

¢ The JPO Commissioner and the IMPI Director-General held a
bilateral meeting. They shared the view on commencing the
exchange of gazette data as early as possible, in accordance
with the MOC updated in 2018 (October 2019, Switzerland).

International Initiatives | EBRFIEE

Commissioner Matsunaga (JPO): front row, second from
right; Deputy Commissioner Shimano (JPO): back row, first
from right; Commissioner Voller (CIPC): back row, first from
left; Managing Director Sange (KIPI): back row, center; Direc-
tor General Bohoussou (OAPI): front row, first from right
WARE #IFADLS 2EB. IRIFFFRE #6151 ER.CIPCU#
| S—RE:#IEL5 1 BB KIPIY VI RE:&IIPR,0API RV~
/ sEwsEsS1BE
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F£10B. 212,
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o« BISYIEPPHDBRBXNRIZMASEFOHIRIHE, =
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F£128)0

(ii) X+
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BOBAZITTIIELS, PIYPRKEBEREHAEVSTZERN
HERHAACHIF D NZEBL T BT OHHIBEREROTE,
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6) Russia

Since the JPO and the Russian Federal Service for Intellectual
Property (ROSPATENT) singed a Memorandum of Coopera-
tion (MOC) in December 2016, the two offices have deepened
cooperative relations. In the MOC, the following are included:
the promotion of understanding of the two countries’ IP
systems and the promotion of interaction with users by
holding seminars to provide information, etc.

¢ |n accordance with the action plan concluded in 2017, the
JPO attended the 23rd Annual Meeting of the ROSPATENT
to introduce JPO initiatives (October 2019, Russia).

e JPO personnel visited the ROSPATENT to exchange views
on the cooperative relations between the two offices
(October 2019, Russia).

7) Sending Experts to and Accepting Trainees
from Emerging and Developing Countries
The JPO has been sending experts and accepting trainees in
order to improve and strengthen the IP systems in emerging

and developing countries.

¢ In 2019, the JPO invited examiners and other IP-related
personnel from various countries (mainly the Asia-Pacific

region) and conducted 20 training courses. The JPO provid-

ed training on a variety of topics, such as examination
practices, improvement of operational procedures, the
international application system, computerization, raising
awareness and university-industry collaboration, and
introduced Japanese practices. The trainees exchanged
views on various IP issues.

* |In 2019, experts were sent on a short-term basis to hold
workshops for government officials on utilizing the interna-
tional application system and IT. Experts were sent on a
long-term and on-going basis to Indonesia and Myanmar.

6e)ay7

HRERZTE. 2016F 12812, O 7HEHFT (ROS
PATENT) EDET. BABEICERLTUUEE. @ITOHH
BRERO TSI, BAHEEICE. MEONNMESEDRE
B, CZF—OBEICKDII—Y—A\DBRAEEFICEL
21— Y- L DOXRBENZFEND,

e 017 EICHELEPoYa vy IS VICEDE, 230
O PHEFTERMEICHE L TARERFTORDEA
[ZDWVWTHRIT (2019F108. Ov7).

s HAERHFTHRESOYPRHFTEHEL. BTEOH
HBERICDOVWTERRIRZERENM (20194108, OY7),.
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EMREZRE. EEICSIEHS, 1 VYRXIYFP-Zv Y
Y — [CREIEMRZIRE.



8) International Training Instructors

The JPO provides cooperation on the practical aspects of
patent examination practices, mainly through its international
training instructors, to examiners in emerging countries
including India and ASEAN countries, in order to support

Japanese companies expanding business to those countries.

¢ The international training instructors are comprised of 28
examiners (as of December 2019) with extensive practical
experience in patent examination.

¢ In 2019, the JPO dispatched a total of 14 international
training instructors to Thailand, the Philippines, Viet Nam,
and Malaysia, and provided training for a total of approx.
240 examiners, particularly, new or junior examiners.

International Initiatives | EFRHIEE

8) EftHERSHE

BAESHT CIE. BAREOMBEEZAOIO—/ LS
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Cooperation and Collaboration with
Foreign IP Offices and Related Agencies

1) International Cooperation on Examination

(i) Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)

The PPH is a framework that allows an application deter-

mined to be patentable by the Office of First Filing (OFF) to

undergo, at the request of the applicant, accelerated examina-

tion with simplified procedures at the Office of Second Filing

(OSF) that is a PPH partner of the OFF. The world's first PPH,

advocated by the JPO, was launched between Japan and the

U.S. in July 2006 as a pilot program. [Figure 2-2-1] [Figure 2-2-2]

[Figure 2-2-3] [Figure 2-2-4]

e As of January 2020, the number of IP offices participating
in the PPH has increased to 54.

¢ As of January 2020, the JPO has been implementing the
PPH with 44 IP offices, including new PPH collaboration
with the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry of
India from December 2019, and the Saudi Authority for
Intellectual Property (SAIP) from January 2020.

¢ With regard to the PPH program between the JPO and the
National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI) of Brazil,
restrictions on the technical fields eligible for PPH requests
to the INPI were eased in April 2019, and all technical fields
became eligible in December 2019.

¢ The PPH Portal Site*! provides one-stop access to the PPH
implementation status and statistical information for partic-
ipating IP offices.

In addition, the JPO serves as the secretariat of the “Global

Patent Prosecution Highway (GPPH)", a multinational frame-

work launched in January 2014.

¢ Inthe GPPH, all types of PPH, including PPH-MOTTAINAI
and PCT-PPH,*? are available among the participating IP
offices.

¢ In January 2019, the National Institute for the Defense of
Free Competition and the Protection of Intellectual Property
(INDECOPI) of Peru joined the GPPH framework, bringing
the number of IP offices participating in the GPPH to 26.

ZAE  English
! % https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/toppage/
gas:  pph-portal/index.html

& BAE
4 https://www.jpo.go.jp/toppage/
pph-portal-j/index.html

BOHISETIT - BAIREEB E DEIS - 15 D

1) EERFOEF D

(i) $SEFEBE/NC1YITAM (PPH)

PPHE G B— T CHREFIRE RIS NIZHBEICDWLT,

HEADREICED, B—TEZOBEZERELTVIET

FICEVWCEBEFRCRAEADIZITIONDLDICT 8

A THD, HREDDPPH (d. BERESFEFTOIRBIZELD.

2006 %7 BICHARE CTHRITHIAS NIz, [2-2-1=]1[2-2-2[]

[2-2-3@1[2-2-4 ]

» 202051 BIR7E. PPHSIIT O#13 54 [ZHEK,

o HAESHTIE. 2019F12BIC4 Y FEITEEXERN
REB. 20201 BICYOYPSEPHEHRBEDBET
IZICPPHZRIAL. 20201 BIRE44 0T & PPH
= Elit,

o HAERHTIE. JSIYNEEBMETEDBTERLT
WBPPHIZDWT., ISINVEXMETANDOPPHRE
ORRELGDRMPETZ2019F4BICEML. 2019F
12 BIZ2EMR B ALK,

o ZTOPPHEMKRCHETIBEHREZIE. PPHR—5 LT
A T HST YA v T TEEA AL,

Fz. BRERFTIE. 2014FE 1 BICHBRSNZHERD

DRRATHD [ 0—/NIVFFEE/N1 DT (GPPH) J

DEBRBZEBEHTND,

e GPPHTIE. SmFBICEWVWTPPH MOTTAINAIY
PCT-PPHZZETZ2TDPPH D RIAREE*%

* 2019F 1 BICIE. NIV —EFRERS - MNFMEEERET D
GPPHIZ&ML. GPPHSIIT D#13 26 [CHhK.

*2 PPH-MOTTAINALI is a framework that enables an applicant to request PPH for an application
determined to be patentable by the Office of Earlier Examination (OEE), regardless of which of the two
partner offices first receives the patent application. PCT-PPH is a framework that enables an applicant
to request PPH for an application whose patentability is positively assessed in a written opinion or
international preliminary examination report at the PCT international phase.

PPH MOTTAINAI (Ev &4 7F4) & EDFFICHICHZFEEZ LIz CHDDE T RITEETIC L DHHFATREE D
¥IRfCE DS, PPHORBZRREE § A TH D, PCT-PPH &13. PCTEREMEICEV\T RBEN ZEKFHE
BRE TR TRECHMSNERBICEDE, PPHORBZTREE 3304,


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/toppage/pph-portal/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/toppage/pph-portal-j/index.html

Figure 2-2-1 | 2-2-1

Outline of the Patent Pros-
ecution Highway (PPH)
BEFEENAM VA (PPH) D
i

Figure 2-2-2 | 2-2-2

Effect of the Patent
Prosecution Highway
(PPH)

BHrEENMYU A
(PPH) %R
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Figure 2-2-3 | 2-2-3

Offices Participating in the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)
HFEE/N\C1UIA (PPH) 817

As of January 20207202051 B3R
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Figure 2-2-4 | 2-2-4 Humber/
. 40,000
Number of Worldwide Pat-
ent Prosecution Highway 30,641 32,541 31,417
(PPH) Applications 30,000 27,737 28,771
HAOHHFEENIVTA
(PPH) EREH# DS 20,000
10,000
0
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Year / &

Note: The number of applications for 2019 is the total as of March 3, 2020.
fBE: 2019F0RBHHIZ. 202043 B 3 BRFmEsT.

(ii) Patent Prosecution Highway Plus (PPH Plus)

The PPH Plus is a framework that accelerates acquisition of
right for an application of the same invention which is already
granted a patent in Japan, by utilizing the examination results
by the JPO. The JPO is currently implementing this framework
with the Brunei Intellectual Property Office. [Figure 2-2-5]

(iii) Cooperation for facilitating Patent Grant (CPG)

CPG is a framework that accelerates patent grant without
conducting substantial examination, for an application of the
same invention which is already granted a patent in Japan.
The JPO is currently implementing this framework with the
Ministry of Industry and Handicraft of Cambodia, and the
Department of Intellectual Property, Ministry of Science and
Technology of Lao PDR. [Figure 2-2-5]

(i) HHEBENAIIA «- TSR (PPHISR)
PPHZS 2 &3, BEATHENSSNEBEBERNEDR
FHREICDOVWT, HRDEEREREER IS LT. BHOD
HEFEREEAEE T BT H D, BARERFTFITIEAE
. TIRAHPRET & DB TERL TWSD, [2-2-5E]

(iii) O EMBLICEAT 31%H (cPG)

CPG &I, HEATHREFNESSNI-HEEBERNBEDHEEIZD
WT. RBNICEEECRHICEFMIESNIREHRTH
5. BRESHFT IR NE. hYRIPIEFIZEES
F 25N EBS E DB TREREL TWVD, [2-2-5H]

Figure 2-2-5 | 2-2-5 A .
. | sgplcation | | caminaion _, 2209110
Figure 2-2-5 Outline of PPH BAHE #E IS examination
Plus and CPG . SHOEETE
PPHZ 3 & CPG OHE i Priority Claim under Paris Convention
b RUBSRIRTE
]
H Applicatign Jo Request for CPG
o prescribe CPGHz5 Patent grant
> __Ip Office Request for PPH Plus —> HEHIS
FREFEAT A\ DHER PPHZFS2Es5

Cambodia / Lao PDR / Brunei
HAVIRIF «SF R TRA
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(iv) US-JP Collaborative Search Pilot Program

The JPO launched the US-JP Collaborative Search Pilot
Program (US-JP CSP) with the USPTO on August 1, 2015in
order to allow users to predict more easily when examination
starts and patents will be granted in both the U.S. and Japan,
and support users to obtain more robust and stable patent
rights. In this program, the JPO and the USPTO examiners
independently conduct their own prior art searches for an
invention for which a patent application has been filed in both
Japan and the U.S,, and after sharing search results and
opinions with each other, the two offices respectively send
their first examination results to the applicant early and
around the same time. [Figure 2-2-6]

¢ The first phase of the US-JP CSP, which lasted for two

years, ended on July 31,2017, and the second phase, which

will last for three years, commenced under a new operation
scheme on November 1, 2017.
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DTHD. [2-2-6E]
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(v) PCT Collaborative Search and Examination (CS&E) Pilot
Project

The PCT collaborative search and examination is an initiative

aimed at producing high-quality products for PCT internation-

al applications, in which a main IP office collaborates with

peer IP offices to determine the patentability of one PCT

application, and finally prepares a single International Search

Report for the applicant. [Figure 2-2-7]

e OnJuly 1,2018, the IP5 Offices commenced the PCT
Collaborative Search and Examination (CS&E) Pilot Project.

e On April 1, 2019, the JPO began accepting PCT applications
filed in Japanese into the PCT CS&E Pilot Project.

¢ Based on requests by applicants, each office accepts
approx. 100 applications (50 applications per year) into the
pilot, over the two-year pilot period.

e During the pilot, applicants can obtain search results from
the IP5 Offices for only the standard PCT international appli-
cation search fee (for main ISA).

Figure 2-2-7 | 2-2-7

Outline of the PCT CS&E Pilot Project
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(vi) Examiner Exchange and Examination Practice Training

The international examiner exchange program is an initiative

through which JPO examiners discuss face-to-face with or

provide training on examination practices for examiners of

foreign IP offices, primarily for the following purposes: [Figure

2-2-8]

¢ Promotion of work-sharing of patent examination among
the IP offices based on a mutual understanding of prior art
searches and examination practices.

¢ Propagation of the JPO’s examination practices and exam-
ination results to other IP offices.

e Harmonization of examination requirements at a higher
level of quality.

e Harmonization of patent classifications.

¢ Advancement of JPO policies.

Since 2012, in addition to dispatching and accepting patent
examiners to and from developed countries, the JPO has also
been striving to contribute to the establishment of proper IP
systems and the development of human resources in emerg-
ing countries such as India and the ASEAN countries by
dispatching JPO examiners and providing training on exam-
ination practices as described in Part 2, Chapter 2, 2.8)
International Training Instructors.

e Cumulatively, from April 2000 to December 2019, the JPO
has executed the international examiner exchange program,
either on a short-term or mid-to-long term basis, with 29 IP
offices.

¢ In 2019, the JPO dispatched 29 JPO examiners to foreign IP
offices and received 10 examiners from foreign IP offices.
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2) International Cooperation in the Field of

Trials and Appeals

The JPO promotes international cooperation in order to
deepen mutual understanding by exchanging information
about trials and appeals with IP offices in other countries and
regions.

In March, the JPO exchanged views with the Nanjing
Intermediate People’s Court in Japan;

In March, the JPO held a video conference with the EUIPO;
In April, the JPO exchanged views with the Patent Trial and
Appeal Board (PTAB) of the USPTO and attended the
Japan-US Judicial Program on Intellectual Property in the
us.;

In April, the JPO attended the WIPO High-level Forum on
China IP Protection in Ching;

In June, the JPO attended the JPO-EPO-CNIPA-KIPO
Meeting of the Heads of Patent Trial and Appeal Boards in
South Koreg;

In July, the JPO exchanged views with the Boards of Appeal
of the EPO in Japan;

In July, the JPO held the Japan-China-Korea IP User Semi-
nar, the 5th JPO-CNIPA Trial and Appeal Expert Meeting
(TAEM) and the 10th JPO-KIPO Trial and Appeal Experts
Meeting in Japan;

In November, the JPO attended an exchange of views with
the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office (TIPO) in Taiwan; and
In December, the JPO held a video conference with the
EUIPO.

3) Cooperation in the Area of IP Judicial

Systems

From September 25 to 27, the JPO held the Judicial Sympo-
sium on Intellectual Property / TOKYO 2019 to facilitate
mutual understanding in the area of IP judicial systems
among participating countries, to provide information to
users, etc.

The Symposium was co-hosted by the JPO, the Supreme
Court of Japan, the Intellectual Property High Court, the
Ministry of Justice, the Japan Federation of Bar Associa-
tions, and the IP Lawyers Network Japan.

Approximately 1,100 IP-related persons including lawyers,
patent attorneys, and people involved in IP from the indus-
try participated.

A speech on the subject of “International Intellectual Prop-
erty Disputes and Trials and Appeals” was given, followed
by a panel discussion among Japan, China, South Korea,
India, Australia and Singapore on the concept of judgment
on inventive step, one of the main issues in patent validity
disputes.
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4) Initiatives on Anti-Counterfeiting Measures

The JPO is implementing the following initiatives as measures

against counterfeit goods:

¢ Responding to each inquiry from the police and customs
concerning infringements of industrial property rights in
order to crack down on counterfeit goods in Japan.

¢ Strengthening cooperation with customs, such as by
sending experts on patents, designs, and trademarks to act
as instructors in IP training for customs officers in order to
strengthen border control measures against counterfeit
goods.

¢ Annually implementing the “Anti-Counterfeiting Campaign,’
which publicizes the importance of IP rights and the harm-
ful effects of counterfeit goods, to further improve consum-
er awareness. [Figure 2-2-9]

Figure 2-2-9 | 2-2-9
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5) Development of Global Dossier
The “Global Dossier” concept is the one aiming to share
dossier information (information related to patent application
procedures and examinations) and to realize new common
IT-driven services among IP offices. Under the concept, the
IP5 Offices are providing the global dossier information
sharing service, which is realized by the connection between
the “One Portal Dossier (OPD)", the IP5's dossier information
sharing system, and WIPO-CASE*?, the WIPQ’s dossier
information sharing system. In addition, the IP5 Offices have
striven to improve services, such as enhancing the informa-
tion accessible through OPD. Furthermore, the IP5 Offices
established the Global Dossier Task Force with industries, and
are promoting various initiatives aimed at improving user
convenience. [Figure 2-2-10]
¢ In May 2019, the JPO made dossier information from the
trial and appeal phase accessible through OPD. In addition,
the JPO shortened the time for reflecting its dossier infor-
mation in OPD to one day in principle. In November 2019,
New Zealand's dossier information became accessible
through OPD.
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6) International Cooperation on Al and 6) Al-loTEEFRICRET SEERD
loT-Related Inventions « 201946 BICRMISERT & Al BBEREIOEGIFEERAIC
¢ In June 2019, the JPO and the EPO agreed to launch case o,
studies on Alrelated inventions. - 201946 81 ASEAN &ETO Al BEEHIADEAIFHFEE

¢ InJune 2019, the JPO launched case studies on Al-related

72N =
inventions in ASEAN countries (commissioned by ERIA). 5 (ERIAZSD).

¢ In November 2019, the JPO held the International Sympo- * 2019511 BICEBRABTEERBG Y VRIY D LZREL.
sium on Patent Examination Practices on Al-related Inven- [AIBEHEBO I O—/NVRENREICEITT) 27 —<
tions. On the theme of acquisition of global rights on 2. BFF (P5) OB/FEGZE OO EERRE,. RELE
Al-related inventions, speeches were given by government CLBHE. HBEAICESVEF A APy o VvEEE
officials from the IP5 Offices, company practitioners, patent 5.

attorneys, and others, which were followed by discussions
based on common cases.

Patant
Examination
Practicas on

International Symposium on Patent Examination Practices
on Al-related Inventions
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