Message from the Commissioner
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The adverse effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on the
Japanese economy have been severe. The number of
patent applications filed in 2020 also decreased from the
previous year by approximately 20,000.

Conversely, COVID-19 countermeasures has brought new
business opportunities creating significant growth which
includes acceleration of digitization and changes in social
necessities. The Japan Patent Office (JPO) has implement-
ed various initiatives to support the creation of innovation
through appropriate granting of industrial property rights.

This report is aimed at promptly informing users in Japan
and overseas of the JPO's latest initiatives implemented in
response to current changes, and to publish Japanese and
world intellectual property statistics.

In October 2020, the JPO established the Fundamental
Issues Subcommittee as a framework for discussing basic,
cross-sectoral issues of the industrial property right sys-
tem, including response to issues that have surfaced amid
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Subcommittee discussed and
sorted out ideas on a desirable industrial property right
system and policy for the new era. In addition, it examines
measures to make improvements on the Patent Special
Account, which has continued to be in deficit, such as
reviewing the fees, on the premise of reviewing the opera-
tional processes and cutting costs.

With regard to patents, in February 2021, the JPO published
a report "Desirable Patent System in the Post-Corona/
Under the Corona Pandemic " which covers matters includ-
ing allowing interested parties to witness live, online oral
proceedings, in response to restrictions required for face-
to-face meetings amid the COVID-19 pandemic and chang-
es in the business environment in line with the progress of
Al/loT technologies. Also, the JPO has taken steps to
enhance its communication with applicants, such as
making it possible to hold interviews using a web applica-
tion, in addition to the conventional video conference
interviews, and has revised the interview guidelines in
October 2020 for promoting digitization.

With regard to designs, the revised Design Act became
effective on April 1, 2020, and revisions including the
implementation of protection of "graphical user interface,’
"building," and "interior" designs and expansion of the
related design system came into effect. Design registration
of the new subject matter commenced in October 2020.

With regard to trademarks, due to the importance of the
property value of brands, the number of applications has
increased and, accordingly, the average period of time from
filing to registration has increased. Because of this, the JPO
has continued to strengthen its framework by, for example,
starting to hire fixed-term assistant examiners in FY2020.

As a result of the spread of use of internet shopping and an
increase in small-lot imports of counterfeit goods has
become a serious problem. Therefore, the JPO examined
the need for regulation under the Trademark Act and the
Design Act, and published the results as the "Desirable
Patent System in the Post-Corona/ Under the Corona
Pandemic " in January 2021.

From the international aspect, the JPO is striving to further
harmonize its systems and practices with other countries
and to develop and strengthen systems in emerging coun-
tries, etc., by holding meetings online amid the COVID-19
pandemic. In January 2021, the JPO introduced the new
Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) collaboration with the
National Institute of Industrial Property (Institut national de
la propriété industrielle (INPI)) of France. The JPO will
continue to support your global business activities.

Under the "Second Action Plan for Regional Intellectual
Property Revitalization" formulated in July 2020, a hands-on
approach for business growth will target local and SME
companies showing high potential for intellectual property
utilization, in order to contribute to the innovation creation.
The JPO will continue to provide powerful support to SMEs,
startups, and universities, which are known important
creators of innovation.

We hope that the JPO Status Report 2021 will help you
understand these latest intellectual property trends and
JPO’s initiatives, and will prove useful to your business.

With the aim of realizing a society in which issues will be
solved by each individual's creativity, the JPO will build an
ecosystem of intellectual property together with users, and
will play a role to foster "intelligence" that pioneers the

future of the world.
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