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International Initiatives
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Globalization of corporate activities is progressing as the
growth of emerging markets drives the expansion of export
destinations, and the overseas advancement of production
plants and R&D centers. The protection and utilization of
intellectual property in emerging countries are critical both to
companies in order to develop their business in such countries,
and to the emerging countries in order to attract investment
by foreign companies. The JPO is promoting initiatives to
further harmonize intellectual property systems and practices
in various countries and regions, and to improve and strengthen
intellectual property systems in emerging countries.

Harmonization of

IP Systems and Practices

In cooperation with the WIPO and foreign IP offices, the JPO
has been working to further harmonize intellectual property
systems and practices in order to improve convenience when
an applicant files applications for the same invention in more
than one country.

1) Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO
The Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO are a series of
meetings held annually to decide matters related to the entire
organization, such as the formulation of budgets, appointment
of the Director General, and approval of amendments to
regulations under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), the
Madrid Protocol, and the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement.

(i) Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO:

Sixtieth Series of Meetings
(extraordinary) (May 2020, written procedure)

e Mr. Daren Tang (then Chief Executive of the Intellectual
Property Office of Singapore), who was nominated as the
candidate for appointment to the post of the Director
General at the WIPO Coordination Committee in March
2020, was appointed as the next Director General. Mr. Tang
is to serve as the Director General of WIPO for six years
from October 1, 2020, as the successor to Dr. Francis Gurry,
who had held the post since 2008.
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(ii) Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO:
Sixty-First Series of Meetings
(September 2020, Switzerland and online)

e Discussions were held on various important items,

including response to the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic, reports on audit and oversight matters and on
the WIPO Program and Budget Committee, and the
convening of an Extraordinary Session of the General
Assembly in the future to consider the agenda items that
had not been dealt with at the session. On the first day of
the meetings, JPO Commissioner Kasutani provided a
General Statement™' on behalf of Japan through a video. In
the statement, he extended deepest appreciation for the
long years of contribution made by Director General Francis
Gurry, who was to retire from office in September 2020, and
indicated expectation of Japan for the realization of the
“Global IP Ecosystem”, which the next Director General
Daren Tang talked about in his acceptance speech. In
addition, Commissioner Kasutani expressed expectations
of Japan that WIPO will contribute to the international
community in terms of addressing global issues including
response to COVID-19, establishing an IP system that
responds to new emerging technologies, further enhancing
user convenience, and reinforcing IP infrastructure through
capacity building and the development of IT systems.
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Commissioner Kasutani’s General Statement
WIPORERE®ES

Text of Commissioner Kasutani's General Statement is available at
BARED—MWEROABRLE 55D SAFTHE,
s https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/wipo/document/wipo2020-09/general-statement.pdf

Video of the General Statement can be viewed at
—MBESDEE L 55D SREREE.
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/wipo/document/wipo2020-09/general-statement. mp4
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2) Framework of developed countries concerning
patent system harmonization (Group B+)

The Group B+, a framework of developed countries comprised

of the IP offices of 46 countries and 2 organizations*?, is

aimed at the direction to harmonize substantive patent law.

(i) Group B+ Plenary Meeting (September 2020, online)

¢ The main topics of grace period, conflicting applications,
prior use rights, and prior art toward patent harmonization
were discussed.

3) IP5 Meeting

The IP5 is a forum established in 2007 by the five IP Offices of
Japan, the U.S., Europe, China, and South Korea. The IP5
Offices cooperate broadly on issues such as harmonization of
patent laws and practices, mutual utilization of examination
results, enhancing the quality of patent examinations, and
improving patent information services.

(i) The 13th IP5 Heads Meeting (July 2020, online)**

¢ The IP5 Offices agreed to further strengthen the IP5
cooperation to meet the needs of patent system users even
in the post COVID-19 era.

e The offices agreed that they will prepare a roadmap for
advancing discussions on the scope of cooperation in two
aspects: the legal aspect, e.g., comparative study of
examination practices in new emerging technologies and Al
among the IP5 Offices and preparation of a collection of
examination case examples; and the IT-system aspect, e.g.,
information exchange on progress in the introduction of
these technologies to the services of the respective offices
and identification of best practices to solve common
challenges.

¢ The offices agreed to extend the period during which they
assess the ongoing pilot program of the collaborative
search and examination under the PCT by one year and to
conduct the assessment for two years until June 2022.

*2  WIPO Group B (developed countries) member *3 3
countries, EU member countries, European i
Patent Convention (EPC) member countries,
the European Patent Office (EPO), the
European Commission, and South Korea.
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https://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2020/0722_002.html
https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2020/07/20200722005/20200722005.html

- gy
from top left to right, President Campinos (EPO),
Commissioner Kasutani and Deputy Commissioner
Iwasaki (JPO), Under Secretary lancu (USPTO);
from bottom left to right, Director General Gurry (WIPO),
Commissioner Shen (CNIPA), Commissioner Park
(KIPO)
EREDSHVE—/ZEPO RE.BARERUEIRISIFRE.
147VJUSPTORE.
TERENSHUWIPOEHER.HCNIPABR. /WU KIPOFR
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4) ID5 Meeting

The ID5 is a framework established in 2015 to promote
international cooperation in the field of industrial designs
among five IP Offices, responsible for industrial designs, of
Japan, the U.S,, Europe, China, and South Korea, who
collectively handle over 80% of the world's design applications.

(i) The 6th ID5 Annual Meeting (October 2020, online)

The meeting was held online with the USPTO serving as the
host. The offices achieved the following outcomes that might
lead to strengthening international cooperation for the
protection of designs; harmonizing design systems and
practices globally; and improving convenience. The outcomes
of the meeting are published on the ID5 website**.

a. As an achievement of the “Study of Priority Document
Exchange by ID5 Offices,” the EUIPO participated in the
Digital Access Service (DAS) system of the WIPO in
September 2020. Thanks to this, exchanging priority
documents electronically in the field of designs was
achieved at all of the ID5 Offices. This has improved the
user-friendliness in terms of submitting priority documents.

b. In discussions on the “Study on the Admissibility of Internet
Information as Legitimate Disclosure for Novelty
Examinations,” which is a project co-led by the JPO and the
CNIPA to conduct a comparative study on the ID5 Offices,
the offices agreed to start work on preparing “Recommended
Practices of ID5 Offices for the Admissibility of Internet
Information,” which is planned to be completed in 2021.

c. The ID5 Offices adopted five new cooperative projects
which will contribute to achieving international
harmonization of design systems and improving
convenience.

<New Projects >

e Exchange on New Technology
The ID5 Offices share information on the use of new
technologies, such as artificial intelligence and
blockchains, in their services and exchange information on
design examination related to emerging technologies, such
as graphical user interfaces (GUIs).

e Deferment of Publication
The ID5 Offices collect and sort out information on their
practices of deferment of publication of designs based on
laws, regulations, and examination guidelines, etc., and
conduct a comparative study.

4 [@ad:[=] English
- http://id-five.org/
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* Joint Communication Action e YaA Vb -AZaZH—I3v-Po¥3ayv
The ID5 Offices exchange information on communication EFEEROI—Y—EOBEOIIa - r—Y g Vs
and implement actions based thereon with the aim of B EEEMNELT. EBFEATS -5 —aY
reinforcing communication with the ID5 partners and with
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users.
e D55 Year Review

The ID5 Offices investigate their law revisions and practice AFIEHEVT, BESFOBISIT o TANEPEROD
changes over the past five years, and summarize and ZELEEFHEL, FFH. 1—F—DH50=—XIC
clarify the fields in which they have responded to user ISR CET1=DE - EEMNAREICDOVTEN L. B
needs as well as the international issues they have 1t.

addressed.

, s BEDRENBICEIT IME
e A Study of Term of Protection X
The ID5 Offices collect and sort out information on laws AT ICB5TSREDREREICET SEDRUEMNNS
and regulations on the term of protection of designs by the BSOEROBRZNE - BEL. LRAFZ X,

offices and their practices concerning renewal of the term,
etc., and conduct a comparative study.

2020 ID5S ANNUAL MEETING

ID5 Annual Meeting (center: Director-General Taniyama (JPO))
ID5SEREEOHT (PR BUBEEE—HE)

B4R
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
_-" id5/document/index/
project-overview.pdf
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5) TM5 Meeting

The TM5 is a framework established in 2011 to promote
international cooperation in the field of trademarks by the IP
offices of Japan, the U.S., Europe, China, and South Korea.

(i) The 2020 TM5 Mid Term Meeting (August 2020, online)

¢ \Written reports were given on the progress status of the “Bad
Faith Trademarks Project,’ the “Image Search Project,” and
the “User Association Involvement Project” led by the JPO.

(ii) The 9th TM5 Annual Meeting (October 2020, online)

The TM5 Offices shared information on their latest situations,

and actively discussed the state of progress, including

outcomes, of 15 cooperative projects and how the projects
should proceed in the future. They agreed as following with
regard to the projects led by the JPO:

e Under the "Bad Faith Trademark Project,' the TM5 Offices
will update the report on "Laws and Examination Guidelines/
Practices of the TM5 Offices against Bad-Faith Trademark
Filings" and create manga for awareness-raising purposes,
and publish them on the TM5 website as soon as they are
completed. They will also invite other IP offices to
participate in this project and to become involved in various
initiatives, including the holding of "Seminars on Bad-faith
Trademark Filings."

e Under the "User Association Involvement Project,’ the TM5
Offices will hold the 5th Joint Workshop on "Tips for
avoiding refusals by each office" at the 2027 INTA Annual
Meeting.

e Under the "Image Search Project," the TM5 Offices will focus
on such themes as the use of latest technologies in the
examination system and teleworking in their future
information exchanges, and will hold an Experts Meeting in
2021.

5) GiEAT (TM5) &8

BIRAT (TM5) S8 (&, BRERARBEOHBTH. BIESES
CHIT2ERNAEBHERET 212012, 2011 FICAIRS
NIHBHTH B

(i) 2020F TM5HEES (2020%8A. #Y51Y)

o HAERHFAU—RT3 [BROBEZE7OVI U NIA
A=Y —FTIOVIINA-Y—SETOITI ]
DOESKR =S

(ii) BIETMS5ERET (2020108, Fv51V)

BT ORMRROHEBY. 150HBHTOITIMIDNT,

BRZZCEBRRERVSEBOED S EEICET SSERLEE

SHEERME. HAERFTOY—-RT37O0I I MTDVT

UFoEBDER,

e [BEEOBIZIOYI I N TlE. [BEROBIZEEEDFIE
BRESHREE] OFHREUBEEBICETMERLEEYY
HzE, TRRBTME DT THA MIHVWTRAKRT B, F
=« TMSBISNORBIFZZ 07OV T ~ICESMEE,
[BEOBEHECET I I —] OfER S SEEE
NDBESZEENMNT B,

o [I—Y—sE IOV U] Tl E5EI3 1
D—2023v 72021 FEDINTAFEREZICEWNT, [H
FRRFICHIT DR T DOEMIBROERSE] 27—V ELT
FfES 2.

o [AA=IH—FTOITIN] TlE SEDIBRIZIED
F—X%&, BEYATLICHIIIRHEMOER. FL
D=0 EEL, 2021 FICEMRZEZHRET D,



from top left to right, Under Secretary lancu (USPTO), Commissioner Gooder (USPTO), Inspector Yao (CNIPA), Director
Takano (JPO), Director-General Nishigaki (JPO); from bottom left to right, Director-General Moon (KIPO), Executive
Director Archambeau (EUIPO), Director General Tang (WIPO) (as an observer).

EBEDS. AFVIUSPTORE. J—49—USPTOBERER. ¥ 7 CNIPABIER—RURE. SHEIEER. DIEREEHIR,
TEBREHLS.LVKIPOBE -BEFERBR. 7—Y+YRVEUIPORE. YV WIPOEHEBEER (7Y —/\&m)
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6) Meetings with China and South Korea
Meetings among the heads of the JPO, the CNIPA, and the
KIPO have been held repeatedly, since 1994 between Japan
and China, since 1983 between Japan and South Korea, and
since 2001 among Japan, China, and South Korea, to
cooperate with each other in the fields of patents, designs,
and trademarks, etc.

In 2020, the 20th TRIPO Heads Meeting among the JPO, the
CNIPA and the KIPQ, the 27th Heads Meeting between the
JPO and the CNIPA, and the 8th TRIPO User Symposium were
held online at the same time in December.

At the TRIPO Heads Meeting and the Heads Meeting between
the JPO and the CNIPA, the offices confirmed the details of
cooperation made in fields including patent, design, trademark,
automation, appeal/trial, and human resource development
during 2020 and agreed to continue and reinforce the
cooperation in the future. Meanwhile, the TRIPO User
Symposium was held in the form of online streaming for the
first time, under the theme "Latest changes and developments
in IP regulation in TRIPO."

7) Meetings with Taiwan

Between Japan and Taiwan, the Japan-Taiwan Economic and
Trade Conference has been co-hosted by the Japan-Taiwan
Exchange Association and the Taiwan Japan Relations
Association since 1976, where issues such as IP right
protection have also been discussed.

Based on an agreement made at the Japan-Taiwan Economic
and Trade Conference, information on the latest measures
and examination practices in Japan and Taiwan has been
exchanged with the aim of increasing the mutual
understanding of and further improving the Japanese and
Taiwanese IP systems and practices under the framework of
the host associations with the cooperation of examiners and
administrative judges of the JPO and the Taiwan Intellectual
Property Office (TIPO) in the fields of patent, design,
trademark, and appeal/trial.

(i) The 44th Japan-Taiwan Economic and Trade Conference
(October 2019, Japan)

¢ The two host associations signed a memorandum to fully
implement the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) program,
and confirmed that they will continue and reinforce
cooperation in the fields of patent, design, trademark, and
appeal/trial.
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8) Initiatives for IP Protection Through
Economic Partnership Agreements
Japan has actively concluded economic partnership
agreements (EPAs), mainly with Asian countries, with the aim
of strengthening wide-ranging economic relations. IP is
included in the areas of negotiations, as part of the efforts for
developing an environment that contributes to trade and
investment expansion. In IP related negotiations, Japan seeks
adequate, effective and balanced IP protection that exceeds
the level of the TRIPS Agreement, as well as efficient and
transparent practices and sufficient and effective
enforcement. In addition, Japan carries out initiatives that
require counterpart countries to implement enacted EPAs
appropriately and thoroughly.

(i) Agreement between the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and Japan for a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership

The Agreement between the United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland and Japan for a Comprehensive

Economic Partnership (Japan-UK EPA) provides for a new

framework of trade and investment with the UK after its

withdrawal from the EU, in place of the Agreement between
the European Union and Japan for an Economic Partnership

(Japan-EU EPA). The agreement was signed on October 23,

2020, and became effective on January 1, 2021. While Japan

and the UK both already have high-level IP protection systems,

the intellectual property chapter of the agreement not only
has the same provisions as those of the Japan-EU EPA, but
also introduces provisions that exceed the level of the

Japan-EU EPA in order to protect and promote the use of

intellectual property even more effectively.

The main industrial property-related provisions of the

Japan-UK EPA that exceed the level of the Japan-EU EPA are

as follows:

e FEach party shall provide that its competent authority has
the authority to refuse an application or cancel a
registration where the application to register the trademark
was made in bad faith*® (including the case of protection of
a trademark well-known in a foreign country™”).

e "Exporting” was added to third parties' acts that may be
prevented based on the exclusive rights conferred by a patent
and "offering for sale" was added to such acts with regard
to the exclusive rights conferred by a protected design.

*6  For example, in the case where a trademark of a famous Japanese brand

is not registered in another country, an application to register the trademark

in that country filed by an unrelated third party for unfair purposes.
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*7 It was stipulated that an application to register a trademark, which is

identical or similar to another person's trademark well-known in either
Party or in a third country, is also refused or its registration is canceled if it
is determined to have been made in bad faith.
fhEDSHEFHMEEREE—RBEUNOHEHES . BROBREEME YIRS NIZISEI1C
& $EiE - ERECHS NS Z & EREb,

JPO STATUS REPORT 2021

BESHE WO BOE | SOANENIU| [eUONeURI| Z1Rldeyd-ZLied n



90

Chapter2 | 2%

e The term of protection available for industrial designs was
extended (extended from "20 years" under the Japan-EU
EPA to "25 years from the date on which the application
was made").

e The system of filing a collective application for multiple
designs*® was introduced.

e Criminal penalties were obligated for the use of a label or
packaging that infringes a trademark.

¢ Provisions were introduced on enforcement against
infringement of IP rights in the digital environment.*°

(ii) Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement

The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

Agreement is an economic partnership agreement in which a

total of 15 countries (10 ASEAN countries, Japan, China,

South Korea, Australia, and New Zealand) participate. The

agreement was signed on November 15, 2020. India had not

participated in the negotiation since November 2019, and
although it was urged to return to the negotiation, it did not
participate in the signing in 2020. The agreement covers areas
accounting for approximately 30% of the world's GDP total
trade amount, and population, and approximately 50% of

Japan's total trade amount. The intellectual property chapter

of this agreement provides for protection that exceeds the

level of the TRIPS Agreement with regard to acquisition and
enforcement of IP rights.

The main industrial property-related provisions of the RCEP

Agreement are as follows:

e Each party is to provide that its competent authority has the
authority to refuse an application or cancel a registration
where the application to register the trademark was made
in bad faith in accordance with its laws and regulations.

e No party is to require, as a condition for determining that a
trademark is a well-known trademark, that the trademark
has been registered in that party or in another jurisdiction.

e Sound trademarks are to be made subject to protection.*10

e Each party is to provide a system for electronic application
for processing, registering, and maintenance of trademarks
and a publicly accessible online electronic database of
trademark applications and registrations.*®

e Each party is to ensure procedures with respect to import
shipments under which its competent authorities may
suspend the release of suspected counterfeit trademark
goods, etc. by ex officio action.

*8 A system which allows for two or more designs to be registered through

the filing of one application. This provision provides a transition period for
the introduction of the system, and the system of collective application for

multiple designs is to become effective in Japan on April 1,2021.

—DREICL>TULOREDERLRZRD SHE. L5 FHREICFFAZTOH
FHELIROSNTEO HHIEICSV T EHEE—EHRFHEIX2021F481H

AT FRE,

s BEREECHEHRHBEOLER (HEU - EPADEETSHS 204
5 [HEANS 25%] NEE).

o BHEE—IELREIE S DEA,

o BIZEERETISNI - BEDFERSICHIT IFES
DEH.

o FIUHNRBICHTINNPEEDEEICH T SERT
EICDVTIRE%

(i) MUY 4 BB FEISRE
) 4 SIERVAREE (RCEP) HEIE. ASEANTOHDE.
HA, #E, 8. 7 —ASUPROIZ1—-—I—-5 VRO
EH15HAEDSINT SRFELEFETHO. 2020118
15HICEE., 2019F 11 BUBERZSICSML TLEWNA Y
RIZDWTIE, BREEENIT=N2020FEDEZICASM
EHoTz, ABEF. HROGDP. BSRELFADDH
30%. HEHAEDBSMEDDS 5 50% % Lo Db DRRF
HERETHD. AHBEOMNPEEICS WV TIE. WRE
EOBREPITEAEICEL, TRIPSHEZ LESRESEZE
HELTWS,
RCEPHRREICHITDEXMEEDBHOELMEIFIUTDE
HD,
s BEEDZESICHV., BETITONEEHEZIEE - &
REUE T SHERZLBIC5 XD,
BHBETHIERETIEOOREL LT, BEXIE
HETBIZEERSINTVD Z EEDEREEIL,
o BREEFREONRET D0,
BIZDILIE « BiR - OO DBETFHNEHEY AT I
ROBIEDOHEE - BIRICEIIRICFILZRATELA VS
AV DEFT—IN— 2= ZHmHEDRET D%
s FEBEEREFICTL T, #ERDHDHUBSHIRIETHEA
EZELIEHTESFHaHRT Do

*9 It was provided that copyright infringement on internet websites and

trademark infringement through e-commerce platforms and social media
are to be made subject to civil and criminal enforcement procedures.
AVE—RY I I TYA S ETOEFEREC.EFBNEI TSy b T3 —LvY—
VP IAT 4 PEBLBEEDEE . RELRUAEZE LOEFTEFHRONRE T
BIEERELT,



(iii) EPAs under Negotiation

Japan is engaged in the negotiations for a
Japan-China-Republic of Korea Free Trade Agreement (FTA),
Japan-Turkey EPA, etc. Among them, the Japan-China-Republic
of Korea FTA is an FTA with Japan's major trading partners,
China and South Korea. The GDP and the trade amounts of
the three countries combined account for approximately 20%
of the world's total and approximately 70% of Asia's total. The
three countries will continue negotiations toward the
conclusion of a comprehensive, high-level and mutually
beneficial agreement, in order to give the FTA an added value
that exceeds that of the RCEP.

*10 However, transition periods are provided for
some parties to implement this provision.
122 U — BB OFHIE IS [ZAFRE BT E TORTFHIR
NEBHENTND,

(iii) 3ZBHRDEPA

BOEE. HREFTA. BRVIOEPAZOR S ZIToTW
5, INSOSEHPEFTAR. BPEICE>TEELE
SHEFETCHSPERVEEEZHEFELISFTATHO. 3
PEDOGCDPRUESHEE. HRAEMEDN20%. PIFD
W70%ZzhEHd. S%. RCEPZ LRSS INMEZNESY
N, BIEmE. 2EN. SKEDDERRIEIRHE DHFHEIC
B TR %M T S FE.
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Support for Improvement of IP Systems

in Emerging and Developing Countries

Companies from around the world regard emerging countries
such as ASEAN countries and India as promising locations for
their business development. In these emerging countries,
there is a pressing need to improve and strengthen IP
systems from the perspective of developing the investment
environment.

1) ASEAN

The JPO is cooperating with the ASEAN IP offices, not only
through bilateral support based on their respective needs, but
also through multilateral platform such as the ASEAN-Japan
Heads of IP Offices Meeting.

(i) ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting
(July and September 2020, online), etc.

e The Tenth ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting was
held in July 2020, and the offices formulated the "FY2020
ASEAN-Japan IP Rights Action Plan." As part of this plan,
they agreed that, in addition to their conventional
cooperation, they will inaugurate an ASEAN-Japan Patent
Experts Meeting which will serve as an opportunity to hold
technical discussions on the development of patent
examination guidelines in the field of emerging technologies
and on patent translation issues. Moreover, the Special
Session of the Tenth ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices
Meeting was held in September 2020, where the participants
shared information on the current status of patent
examination practices of Al-related inventions at IP offices
of ASEAN Member States. In October 2020, the First
ASEAN-Japan Patent Experts Meeting was held, and the
JPO shared with other participants its knowledge
concerning patent examination practices of Al-related
inventions and issues involved in the translation of
documents for patent applications.

FHEE & LEICHIID
M ERIEEROSIE

ASEANZEEY -~ REOHEEF. SEEENSHEREMN
FELTHRERESNTVD, CNSHEREICHSVTIE., &/E
REOREHFEZOHERN DS, MNEFEORE - 825
EHEDTLVB,

1) ASEAN

HAERHFTE. ZN2NOEOZ—XIZEDW=N1 DX
ErIITHEL. HASEANBHTRESESHEINFDIEZE
SEF LT, ASEANEEE DM ET & DB ANZEEDH T D,

(i) BASEANHEFFRESS (202067898, #v54V)%

e 2020F7BICE10EIHASEANSSFTRESSZ5EL.
[BASEANXII P 0> 3> 75> 2020-2021] %ZERE.
ZNICED, TNETEBEROBAICMR. FlnBiin e
[CHIFDFHBEEEDEMPREFHREICS T BEERDM
BICHOLT 220 DEMMNLERZITOHBELTH
ASEANBSHFEMREEZHICIAIB LT EICEE.
MR T, 2020FE9BICE 10EIHASEANEFTRES
A=EZEL. ASEANZEICHITDAIBEEXRBDOE
EXFBICEBITIRRZHE, 2020F10BIC1E £1E
HASEANSHFEMRSGZREL. BRERHTH S,
AlBERAOEERBE PFFHEICH T DEROMEIC
By 3METHA,

The 10th ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting
£ 10EIHASEANEFTRESS



(i) NALARWIZFEDIEE
e 20208 BN 9RICHIFIT. I KMNBIER BE. 8

(ii) High Level Interactions
¢ From August to September 2020, the JPO (Commissioner,

Deputy Commissioner) held bilateral meetings online with
each of the Department of Intellectual Property (DIP) of
Thailand (Director General, Deputy Director General), the
Intellectual Property Office of Viet Nam (IP Viet Nam)
(Director General, Deputy Director General), the Intellectual
Property Office of Singapore (IPOS) (Chief Executive),
Ministry of Commerce (MOC) of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar (Deputy Minister, Director General, Deputy

BE). NbF LMNMET (B, BEE). Y HR—IVA
NEET (E8). S+ YV —EEE EXE. BE. 8BR).
ROA Y RRIPHNMERS @BE. 8758 & HR
EREFT (BB B7ER) &H ENenNZEB0F VS
1 V=% Eh.

2020F 10BICZ v+ v Y — 5N EB I —B £ 2 A,
F—TZVIJELEZ—-ICHVT, S+ UV—BEARK

Director General), and the Directorate General of Intellectual
Property (DGIP) of Indonesia (Director General, Director of
Patent).

¢ In October 2020, the IP Office of Myanmar partially opened
(soft opening). At the soft opening ceremony, Union
Minister for Commerce of Myanmar, the Union Minister for
Education of Myanmar, and Assistant Director General of
WIPQ, as well as the Deputy Commissioner of the JPO
delivered a congratulatory address.

B. Sy YV—HEEKRE. WIPOEHEBRADMH. B
RENFEF ST REE DR & I Tz,

(iii) EFIROFZEBEAERT A\ DiE
e 2020F(F. 1 VYRRV T, v YN —ICEMRZIREL.
HA LY—=DDF VTV Y REZIEZ M.
o Ffz, 2020FGE. AV RRYP IL—Y T, ZHY
J—. Ta4UEY, 4. R LORMNETEE (S5
(iii) Dispatching JPO Experts to ASEAN IP Offices L. 555F - BIZOEERBFECEIIMELPEIF—%X
e |n 2020, the JPO dispatched experts to Indonesia and i
Myanmar, to continually provide timely and on-demand
support.
e |n addition, in 2020, the JPO conducted training and held
seminars concerning patent and trademark examination
practices, etc. for IP office personnel of Indonesia, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam.
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2) India

Through a deepening of cooperative relations in the field of IR,
such as in the implementation of the Japan-India Patent
Prosecution Highway (PPH), the JPO is supporting the
expansion of investments and business by Japanese

2)1 VR

HAESHT IS, HEESHFER/N\1 D T (BAOPPH) &,
M ENFICH T DB NBEROBMEEBL T, HEMSE
LTEESNS A Y EAOHEDNELEDRE - EIRAEFRH
EZRELTV\S, BEMOEHOEVWSEEEEA Y S VIC
TXEM,

companies in India, which is attracting attention as an
emerging market. The following meetings with no indication
of the venue were conducted online.

94

The JPO Commissioner and the Secretary of the
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) of the Indian Ministry of Commerce and Industry
held high-level talks to exchange opinions (January 2020,
New Delhi).

The JPO held multiple working-level meetings with the
Office of the Controller General of Patents, Designs & Trade
Marks (CGPDTM) of India and the DPIIT to discuss
cooperation, including the Japan-India PPH (June to
November 2020).

The JPO Deputy Commissioner delivered a keynote speech
at a seminar hosted by the Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII) (July 2020).

The Tst Japan-India IT Experts Meeting was held, and the
participants shared information and experience about
information systems of IP offices (August 2020).

The JPO Commissioner and the Controller General of
Patents, Designs and Trademarks (CGPDTM) of India held a
bilateral meeting. They exchanged opinions on the
cooperative relations between the two offices, including
implementation of the PPH and examiner exchange
program (September 2020).

The Japan-India examiner exchange program (biotechnology,
chemistry, electricity, and machinery) was implemented
(October 2020).

The 2nd Japan-India IT Experts Meeting was held, and the
participants exchanged information on teleworking
(December 2020).

Requests for the 2nd year under the Japan-India PPH Pilot
Program started to be accepted (December 2020).

HAERHFTEE SV REIEAEXENERGRERR
BENAULRINTORREIZIREZERM (20200818, Z2—7F
=)o

HEIPPHEODO®BAICEL. 1 Y REEHFEEBZRERV
1Y P IEEXENDEIBER L EBE LNV TORE
ZEHOERM (202066B8~118).

AV RIEER (C) TEOEZIF—IZHVT. BHEERE
TR RN ESREEZEM (202067A8).
E—OHMITEMR=EZHEL. MPTOBRY T
LICEIT BIBHMOREEBREZHSE (2020%588),
HAERHFTEE S VYV REIREEEZRERE & DM
TNA =3 ZEM. PPHYPEAEHRZSOETHICSIT
BB NBRICDOVTERIEZEN (2020F98).
HENEEERE N4, % ES. @) ZEM (20204
108).

S_OHMITEMRzGZHEL. TLT7—JICETD
REXIWEEN (20205128).

SE”HIRFDPPH OREEZMZRMA (2020F128),

Japan-India bilateral meeting (Mr. Gupta,
former Controller General of the CGPDTM)

BEINASROKF (Y TFRI( VY REIREBIFRERE)



3) Middle East

The JPO is building close cooperative relationships with the
countries of the Middle East by strengthening support
provided through the regional IP office (Patent Office of the
Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf) as well as
establishing bilateral ties, etc. Major initiatives conducted
from December 2019 to December 2020 are as follows:

e JPO officials visited the Ministry of Economy of the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) and widely discussed the two IP
offices' future cooperation, including cooperation in
examination operations and human resource development
(December 2019, UAE).

e Based on an MOC concluded with the Saudi Authority for
Intellectual Property (SAIP), the JPO's international training
instructor provided training for SAIP's patent examiners
(November 2020, online).

3) R

HARERSTIIFRERZEEE OB T, ZEEZIITEL. L
Y5557 (Bt HEES (GCC : Cooperation Council for the Arab
States of the Gulf) %% FF) ZBUICZEZELTIHE, B
BEHHBRZREVNTVS, 2019F 128152020512
BOBTOELEBHEFMUTDOESD,

s PSTUEREEN (UAE) BBEZHBL. BEEBRL.
AMBRZESCHMMTOSEOBNICTDOVWTILL &R
(20194128, UAE).

s YOUIPSEFPMNMERS (SAIP) EDETHHELT
MOCICEDE. SAIPORHFBEEEZWURIC. EEME
IBEHEICLDMMEZEN (2020118, #Y51),
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4) Africa

As well as providing support through the regional IP office
(African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPQ))
and the African Intellectual Property Organization
(Organisation Africaine de la Propriete Intellectuelle (OAPI)),
the JPO is also building bilateral cooperative relationships
with African countries.

e In order to support African startups from the IP aspect, the
JPO co-hosted "Seminar on IP Support to Startups in Africa
and One-on-One meetings" with the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO) and JETRO, by bringing
together the representatives of governmental organizations
and startups in Africa (February 2020, Japan).

e The JPO Commissioner sent a video message to ARIPO's
Administrative Council session held in Zimbabwe, and
announced that the JPO will continue to make IP-related
cooperation necessary for Africa's autonomous and
sustainable growth (November 2020, Zimbabwe, online).

e The JPO Commissioner sent a video message to OAPI's
Administrative Council session held in Togo, and announced
that the JPO will continue to make IP-related cooperation
necessary for Africa's autonomous and sustainable growth
(December 2020, Togo, online).

Participants of the Seminar on IP Support to Startups
in Africa and One-on-One meetings

FPIVHARG—PyTHHRELZFT—SMESOEESE

4)7IVA
HAEREFTIET 7V HEEEE OB T, LSRR ERES (7
Z VDR EHBE (ARIPO : African Regional Intellectual
Property Organization) ¥ 7 7 U AR EHRES (0API:
Organisation Africaine de la Propriete Intellectuelle) ) ZiB U7z
XEEFITOSRITELS, ZEETOHNOBERERVN TV S,

e PIUNDAY—bFPy TP TEHIET SO, 77
UNDOBFHEL RS — TP v IEBE [PT7UHR
-7 v TR ECZF— - ERERE] 2 HFAN
FrAMEMES (WIPO) » ¥ T O & HICRIE (2020428, BA).

e IUNTITHESNIZZ TV ALK R EH#ES
(ARIPO) HIITHERICHFTRENET A AvE—I%
ED. PTYUADOBEIN - FHHEHNAEICBDEEIFTDE T
DB HZEMET D & 2R (20208118, IVYNTI 4

RO

o N—OTHESNIZF T HFBIEIEKES (0AP) #1TETE

FRICRIHTEELNSET A XA vE—I%FXD, PTUAN
DBEIIM « FHEMREICHELNSE CORBOZ Mt
BT EERB (2020F 128, =2, FYS1Y),



5) Central and South America

The JPO has developed close cooperative relations with
Central and South American countries by, for example,
reinforcing multilateral support through WIPQ. It has also
deepened cooperative ties with the respective countries by
repeatedly holding high-level bilateral talks and cooperating in
human resource development and examination.

¢ In ajoint training program for patent examiners in Central
and South American region hosted by WIPQO, the JPQO's
international training instructor, etc. provided lectures
(September 2020).

(i) Brazil

¢ Officers of the National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI)
of Brazil visited Japan and held a Brazil IP Seminar
introducing an outline of Brazil's IP system (January 2020,
Japan).

e The JPO Commissioner sent a video message to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of INPI's establishment
(November 2020).

(ii) Mexico

¢ The Director-General of the JPO's Patent Examination
Department (Electronic Technology) and the Director-
General of the Mexican Institute of Industrial Property (IMPI)
held high-level talks and exchanged opinions (January
2020, Mexico City).

(iii) Chile

¢ The Director-General of the JPO's Patent Examination
Department (Electronic Technology) and the National
Director of the National Institute of Industrial Property
(Instituto Nacional de Propiedad industrial (INAPI)) of Chile
held high-level talks and exchanged opinions (January
2020, Santiago).

e The JPO Commissioner and the National Director of INAPI
held bilateral talks and exchanged opinions on the two IP
offices' initiatives, including support for SMEs (October
2020, online).

(iv) Peru

e The JPO Commissioner and the President of the National
Institute for the Defense of Competition and the Protection
of Intellectual Property (INDECOPI) held bilateral talks and
exchanged opinions on the cooperative relations between
the two IP offices, including a request for the holding of
lectures on patent examination and trademark examination
(October 2020, online).

5) AR
HAESHFTIIPEAEE OB T, WIPOZBELTZY L
FTCOXREZBILT DHEE, BEAHIBERERZRNTVLS,
oo ENZNOEE BNA LNV TONA =32 RRT S
EEBIT. AMBRPEERHZMGENICEREL. HHBER
EROTND,

e WIPONDEET 3AEmXMFEADIFTFEETE@ITHE ~
L—=—v207005ALICENT., BAREEITOEBHHE
IBEHESENERZTERE (2020598),

(i) ZF5IW

o JSIUNEEMEFREMNRBL. TSI IINOMNEE
FIEBEEBN I DI IS IINMNBELI S —%F#E
(20201 8. B&),

o ISVNEEMETHRISOBEICEL. BAERHTE
BLOETFTFAvE—I%EMT (2020€118).

(ii) XA¥>O
s HAERHTEEFITEEAT Y IEEMETEES
NA LRIV TOERZIRZFNE(2020F1B. AFYAYT 1),

i) FVY

s HAEBHTEEENMRETFTVEXMETEE E/\ 1
LN TORRRIRZERM (2020818, Y747

s HAERIFTRELFVEEMETEELOBTNASR
HEE. PNREICHT ILZBEZEO@ETEOIREIC DL
TRERIMZERM (2020F108. #V51),

(iv) RI—

s HAERHTEE ENRIN—EXRHS: - MNP ERETE
BLOE TN\ Sk ZE. FAFERUEEERICET
SEEBZDREGELE CHTEORBABRICDOVTERIR
ZENE (2020F108. Y51 V)o
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6) Sending Experts to and Providing Training
for Emerging and Developing Countries

The JPO has been sending experts and providing training in

order to improve and strengthen the IP systems in emerging

and developing countries.

e In 2020, the JPO sent its officials to hold workshops for
government officials on utilizing the international
application system and IT. It also sent experts on a long-
term and on-going basis to Indonesia and Myanmar.

¢ In 2020, the JPO conducted 18 training courses for
IP-related personnel (such as government officials,
including examiners and IP-related personnel from private
companies and universities) from various countries (mainly
the Asia-Pacific region, Central and South America, and
Africa). The JPO conducted training on a variety of topics,
such as examination practices, the international application
system, IT system, raising public awareness, and
Academia-Industry Collaboration, and introduced Japanese
practices. The trainees exchanged views on various IP
issues.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the JPO conducted the
training in and after September 2020 online for the first time
(13 online training courses in total).

6) #ifE-Z LE L DEICHITSD
FRIFRE - HER RS

BAEREFTE. EE - & EEICSIT S MPMEFIEORE

fif - SBEDTd. BFIROREPHHEDRMSEEML TL)

Do

e 2020%F. SEBMBEGRESZURE L CHESNIZER
HEFIEZEDER. ITICBT37—0 Y3 v TEICHE
T8, BEFEICSIEHmE, A VRRYT7 -y UV—ICE
HIEMRZIRE,

o 2020, FIYPKXFEMIE, X, POV HEEEE
FibE T BEL DMIBEIMFRE (EascatBARe. Rl
BROKZCHTBMPAEHREES) (CXWL18DOHMEI—RZ1R
#, BEER. EREEHE. SR, SRBR. EPE
BEFRCEMED Y F VY EREL. BRODTS U712
BN T DEEDIC. SINEB TIBHRIIRZ Ehi.
FREOOFOAIADEEICELD., 2020FE9 BLIEOWH
& (55130-2) [F. DHAELTETCAYSAVTE
i



7) International Training Instructors

The JPO provides cooperation on the practical aspects of
patent examination, mainly through its international training
instructors, to examiners in emerging countries including
ASEAN countries, in order to support Japanese companies
expanding business to those countries.

e The international training instructors are comprised of 29
examiners (as of December 2020) with extensive practical
experience in patent examination.

¢ |n the first half of 2020, the JPO dispatched a total of six
international training instructors to Indonesia, Thailand, and
South Africa, and provided training for a total of approx. 100
examiners and examiner candidates. In the latter half of
2020, the JPO provided online training, instead of
dispatching instructors, in response to changes in the
environment caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. A total of
12 international training instructors provided online training

for a total of approx. 70 examiners in Vietnam, Malaysia,
and Saudi Arabia.

Online training for examiners in Vietnam
NEFLANDZ IS4 VTHEDKRF

7) EFtREIEEHE

HAERFTCIE. BACEOHEESZEADOI O—/NVESE
*(BHZEXIET SO, EEMEEEHEZHROELT, 7
P VEEZRELOH LT IMBEEEAEICN T SFHEAR
BETOWMNZT>TWVD,

s EFMEBIEEHEL. HABFEDERRRIBELESR
B 29% (2020F12885) D SERK.

o 2020FmI# 3. EEMEIEEHEENOGEZ 1A YRRy
. A RUBEFZIUANKEL. SEOEEE - FEE
RN 100 BICHMEZEERL 2. 2020 F&¥(F. T
FROEFHEIAOF DA I 2BEEEDILAKIC K DIRIEDEL
ICHmT B0, REICRZTAYSA VERDIHEER
L. ERHMEREHEEN12ZDONN L, YL—Y
PROYOIFPSEFDEABENN70BICT LIFHEZ
EhEL T,
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Cooperation and Collaboration with

Foreign IP Offices and Related Agencies

1) International Cooperation on Examination

(i) Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)

The PPH is a framework that allows an application

determined to be patentable by the first Office, which is Office

of Earlier Examination (OEE) to undergo, at the request of the
applicant, accelerated examination with simplified procedures
at the Office of Later Examination (OLE) that is a PPH partner
of the OEE. The world’s first PPH, advocated by the JPO, was
launched between Japan and the U.S. in July 2006 as a pilot
program.

e As of January 2021, the number of IP offices participating
in the PPH has increased to 55.

e As of January 2021, the JPO has been implementing the
PPH with 45 IP offices, including new PPH collaboration
with the National Institute of Industrial Property (Institut
national de la propriété industrielle (INPI)) of France from
January 2021.

e With regard to the PPH program between the JPO and the
National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI) of Brazil, the
INPI relaxed the maximum annual number of PPH requests
to the INPI'in January 2021.

e The PPH Portal Site*! provides one-stop access to the PPH
implementation status and statistical information of
participating IP offices.

In addition, the JPO serves as the secretariat of the “Global

Patent Prosecution Highway (GPPH)', a multinational

framework launched in January 2014.

¢ Inthe GPPH, all types of PPH, including PPH-MOTTAINAI
and PCT-PPH,*? are available among the participating IP
offices.

¢ In July 2020, the National Institute of Industrial Property
(INAPI) of Chile joined the GPPH framework, bringing the
number of IP offices participating in the GPPH to 27.

BOHISETIT - BAIREEB E DEIS - 15 D

1) EERHFOEFERD

(i) BEFSENAY A (PPH)

PPH & 3. ZITEEBET ChHIE—T CHFTREE RSN

ZHBEICDWT, HEADREBICED. E—FT &I OEZ

EEL TV EREETICSVW TS EFR CRPEELS

ToNdLSICTdHEATHD, HRMOPPHIE. BAE

ERFTOREBICED. 2006F7BICBXBETHTREIEBES

nrze

» 202151 BIRTE. PPHSIITD#IZ 55 ICHhK,

o HAEHREFTIE. 2021E1BICTS Y AEEMET ED
BTHZICPPHZRI AL, 2021F1BREASDT &
PPH % %/,

s HAERHTEISIINEEPET OB TREMBL TL
BPPHIZDWT., IS IIIEEMEFHIERDRBEZ
HEO_EREZ 2021 F 1 BICHEH,

o BTOPPHEMMKRLMEHEREZ L. PPHR—5 LT
A I HST YA~ T TES AL,

Flz. BREFFTIE. 2014F 1 BICHAS N2 HERS

DHEATHD [JO—NIVEFFEE/NA1 DT A (GPPH) |

DEBBEHEHTND,

e GPPHTIE. 8IFBIZCEVWTPPH MOTTAINAI®
PCT-PPHZZTZ2TOPPH D HAREE %,

e 2020F7BICIF. FYUEEMEFMNGPPHIZSMU.
GPPHSMT DI 27 ITHEK.

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/toppage/
pph-portal/index.html

B&E
https://www.jpo.go.jp/toppage/
pph-portal-j/index.html

*2 PPH-MOTTAINAI is a framework that enables an applicant to request PPH for an application
determined to be patentable by the OEE, regardless of which of the two partner offices first receives the
patent application. PCT-PPH is a framework that enables an applicant to request PPH for an application
whose patentability is positively assessed in a written opinion or international preliminary examination
report at the PCT international phase.

PPH MOTTAINAI (Ev &4 3) &lE EQFICHRICHTHEZ LIh CHHDO S T FTATHEETIC L DHHATREE D
HMFICEDE. PPHORGBZREE T 3EATHO. PCT-PPH & (& PCTEBREEICS VT RBREZERFMH
BERECRFUECHBISNERRICESE, PPHOHBEZAREE I 2HHEH .


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/toppage/pph-portal/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/toppage/pph-portal-j/index.html

Figure 2-2-1 | 2-2-1
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Prosecution Highway
(PPH)
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Figure 2-2-2 | 2-2-2

Effect of the Patent
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Figure 2-2-3 | 2-2-3
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(ii) Patent Prosecution Highway Plus (PPH Plus)

PPH Plus is a framework that enables accelerated right
acquisition within the prescribed period for an application of
the same invention which has already been granted a patent
in Japan, by utilizing the examination results by the JPO. The
JPO is currently implementing this framework only with the
Brunei Intellectual Property Office (BrulPO). While the ordinary
PPH is a framework for mutual sharing of examination results
between the IP offices, PPH plus is intended to allow
applicants that have requested PPH plus to acquire rights in
an accelerated manner in Brunei by using the JPO's
examination results, but the request for PPH cannot be filed
with the JPO based on BrulPO's examination results.

(iii) Cooperation for facilitating Patent Grant (CPG)

CPG is a framework that accelerates patent grant without
conducting substantial examination, for an application of the
same invention which is already granted a patent in Japan.
The JPO is currently implementing this framework with the
Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology and Innovation of
Cambodia, and the Department of Intellectual Property,
Ministry of Science and Technology of Lao PDR.

Figure 2-2-5 | 2-2-5

Application Examination
) toJapan |—)p -
Outline of PPH Plus and BALE BE

- grant patent
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(iv) US-JP Collaborative Search Pilot Program
The JPO launched the US-JP Collaborative Search Pilot
Program (US-JP CSP) with the USPTO on August 1, 2015 in
order to allow users to predict more easily when examination
starts and patents will be granted in both the U.S. and Japan,
and support users to obtain more robust and stable patent
rights. In this program, the JPO and the USPTO examiners
independently conduct their own prior art searches for an
invention for which a patent application has been filed in both
Japan and the U.S,, and after sharing search results and
opinions with each other, the two offices respectively send
their first examination results to the applicant early and
around the same time.
¢ The second phase of the US-JP CSP, which lasted for three
years, ended on October 31, 2020, and the third phase,
which will last for two years, commenced on November 1,
2020.

(iv) BRBERAERTIOIS L
HAESTZ. BXEEICSISIEE - &M BREBEHOF
RBHomEr. KDEELELENREOZEZENE L
T. RESFHBETE OB T2015F8 B 1B SHXBHE
FERTIOISLERBLEZ. £T7O005 L. BXEE
[CHFEFHRE L 2B DVWT, BRXOBEENENZNAIT
RMXAEZEREL. ZOREERLUOEREHELE
2. B DERHICRADEERFEREZEHBAICENT DD
DTHDo
* 202010831 HIC3EBOE28HT TOT S LR
TL. BETTBTH S 2EBOEIRHATTIOI S A
ZFA,

Figure 2-2-6 | 2-2-6 .
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(v) PCT Collaborative Search and Examination (CS&E) Pilot
Project

The PCT collaborative search and examination is an initiative

aimed at producing high-quality products for PCT

international applications, in which a main IP office
collaborates with peer IP offices to determine the patentability
of one PCT application, and finally prepares a single

International Search Report for the applicant.

e From July 1, 2018, to June 30, 2020, the IP5 Offices
conducted the PCT Collaborative Search and Examination
(CS&E) Pilot Project. The IP5 Offices are currently
evaluating the pilot project (until June 2022 according to

plan).

Figure 2-2-7 | 2-2-7

Outline of the PCT CS&E Pilot Project
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*The collaborative search and examination results of peer ISA are made available in WIPO PATENTSCOPE.

*BIHELFTHMHAERERE. WIPO PATENTSCOPEICAR
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(vi) International Cooperation on
Patent Examination Practices

The International Cooperation on Patent Examination Practices

is an initiative through which JPO examiners hold discussions

(examiner exchange) with or provide training on examination

practices for examiners of foreign IP offices in order to

provide support for enabling Japanese companies to smoothly
acquire rights with predictability. The program is conducted
through initiatives that contribute to the harmonization of
examination practices, such as promoting mutual
understanding on examination practices and fostering trust
between JPO examiners and examiners of foreign IP offices,
and providing training for disseminating the JPQ's
examination practices and for developing human resources.

e Cumulatively, from April 2000 to December 2020, the JPO
has executed the International Cooperation on Patent
Examination Practices, either on a short-term or mid-to-long
term basis, with 32 IP offices.

e |In 2020, examiner exchange was conducted online with the
participation of 16 JPO examiners.

e In the first half of 2020, the JPO dispatched a total of six
international training instructors to other countries, and
provided training for a total of approximately 100 examiners
and examiner candidates. In the latter half of 2020, a total
of 12 international training instructors provided online
training for a total of approx. 70 examiners in other
countries.

(vi) EFFEERD

ERESRHE . HPEEEE LMTOEEEDETER

CHTEEERORERMEROER Y. HIEOEEE

BOEREPAMBRO =0 OHHERE R & DEEREDH

MICETIEHEZEL T, HPERENBAICSVWTTRME

RO CHBICEN ZERETE310DXEEITSIZ&2H

HELT, SERHFTOBAE S DER (EaahE) ©. &
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o HAEWHTIE. 2000481 52020F12BFTOD
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e 2020 FEDEEEREIL. 16BOEHAERFTOEEE
DEMLT, VS VICTEBLI

o 2020FRI# 1. ERHEREEHELENOEZZEREL. &
EOEEE - EEERBENN100ZICHEZEREL =,
2020 F & ¥ (F. ERMEBIEEHEEN12EDT Y51
VICTEREOBEEBENN 70T LIHMEZEREL 2.



Figure 2-2-8 | 2-2-8

Results of International Cooperation on Patent Examination Practices (Cumulative Total from April 2000 to December 2020)
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2) International Cooperation in the Field of
Trials and Appeals

The JPO promotes international cooperation, such as

exchange of information, in order to deepen mutual

understanding of trials and appeals with IP offices in other

countries and regions.

¢ In November, the JPO held the meeting of the 7th
JPO-CNIPA-KIPO Joint Experts Group for Trial and Appeal
(JEGTA) online.

¢ In November, the JPO attended the 6th JPO-CNIPA Trial and
Appeal Expert Meeting online.

¢ In November, the JPO attended the 11th Japan-China
Design System Symposium online.

3) Cooperation in the Area of
IP Judicial Systems

On January 21, 2021, the JPO held the Judicial Symposium

on Intellectual Property / TOKYO 2020 online to facilitate

mutual understanding in the area of IP judicial systems
among participating countries, to provide information to
users, etc.

e The Symposium was co-hosted by the JPO, the Supreme
Court of Japan, the Intellectual Property High Court, the
Ministry of Justice, the Japan Federation of Bar
Associations, and the IP Lawyers Network Japan.

¢ All programs of the Symposium were live-streamed on the
Internet.

e The Symposium was held under the theme "Latest
Developments and Challenges in IP Judiciary in Japan, the
United States and Europe." Panel discussions were held
among panelists from Japan, the United States, and Europe
about “Comparative study regarding inventive step based
on a hypothetical case” and “Measures taken by each office
for addressing issues arising from COVID-19".

EE 1

Jean-Michel
aller

Chairman of
aTechnical Board of Appeal,
EPO.

Michael Kim Carl Josefsson

President of
the Boards of Appeal,
EPO

Judicial Symposium on Intellectual Property / TOKYO 2020
EEMIAREY Y RIDL 2020
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4) Initiatives on Anti-Counterfeiting Measures
The JPO is implementing the following initiatives as measures
against counterfeit goods:

e On April 1, 2020, the government transferred the
Anti-Counterfeit Office, a division under the Manufacturing
Industries Bureau, METI, and the General Contact Point for
Matters on Counterfeit and Pirated Goods (a Government
Inquiry Desk) to the JPO, in order to enhance the
government's functions for measures against counterfeit
goods.

¢ |n order to crack down on counterfeit goods overseas, the
JPO exchanged information on measures against
counterfeit goods with related ministries and agencies,
companies, and various other organizations, and held
consultations with foreign governments. In addition, the
JPO conducted projects to hold seminars inside and
outside Japan and carry out research and study, through
public-private collaboration.

e |n order to crack down on counterfeit goods in Japan, the
JPO responded to consultation requests and provision of
information from companies, etc., in coordination with
related ministries and agencies. It also responded to
inquiries from customs, etc., and mutually cooperated with
them in regard to human resource development. The JPO
also implemented the "Anti-Counterfeiting Campaign" for
further raising awareness of consumers.

Figure 2-2-9 | 2-2-9 ‘
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5) Development of Global Dossier

The "Global Dossier" concept is a concept aiming to share
dossier information (information related to patent application
procedures and examinations) and to realize new common
IT-driven services among IP offices. Under the concept, the
IP5 Offices are providing users with a global dossier information
sharing service realized by the connection between the "One
Portal Dossier (OPD)," a system developed by the IP5 enabling
users to collectively access the IP5's dossier information, and
"WIPO-CASE*?" a dossier information sharing system
developed by WIPO. In addition, the IP5 Offices have striven to
improve services, such as enhancing the information accessible
through OPD. Furthermore, the IP5 Offices established the
Global Dossier Task Force with industries, and are promoting
various initiatives aimed at improving user convenience, while
also taking into account the demands from industry.

e Based on the "Memorandum for the Mutual Cooperation in
the Field of Dossier Information Exchange" concluded
between the Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association and the
Taiwan-Japan Relations Association in November 2018, the
JPO commenced dossier information exchange with the
Taiwan Intellectual Property Office (TIPO) in December
2020. As a result, TIPO's dossier information became
accessible through the OPD.

Figure 2-2-10 | 2-2-10 OPD
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* Australia, Azerbaijan, Brunei, Cambodia, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Egypt, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Lao PDR,
Malaysia, Mongolia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, The Philippines, Portugal, Singapore, Thailand, UK, Ukraine,

Uruguay, Viet Nam, EAPO, WIPO
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*3  World Intellectual Property Organization -
Centralized Access to Search and Examination
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6) Collaboration with WIPO GREEN

WIPO GREEN was launched in 2013 for the purpose of
promoting the development and the dissemination of
environmental technologies. Through its online database and
regional activities, WIPO GREEN connects green tech seekers
and providers.

The JPO joined WIPO GREEN as a partner in February 2020.
In April 2020, the JPO opened a website introducing Japanese
partners' initiatives.** In May and December 2020, the JPO
attended the WIPO GREEN Advisory Board Meeting (online).
The JPO will continue to cooperate with WIPO and WIPO
Japan Office, and work on disseminating environmental
technologies.

Collaboration with WIPO GREEN
English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/kokusai/
green.html

WIPO GREEN & D75

HAsE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
wipo/green.html

6) WIPO GREEN & 0Diih

WIPO GREEN 3. RERMOBELERZEBLTSZ
EZBENELT2013FICIS EIFONEETHD. T
SAVT—IRN—APHDOEEEE L. RIERMOFHLEE
EREEZDLESHDTH D,

HAE4FEFT & 2020F2BICWIPO GREENIZ/S—k
F—ELTEMLTz, BFE4BICBEAD/X—~F—0REZ
BNIDR—LR=—IMZRELZ, BESH. 1282
WIPO GREEN Advisory Board Meeting (#>5-<v) IC
HEL Tz,

SHEBWIPOEBCPWIPOBERSEHA (wJo) AL,
RIBRAMT OB RSEB ZHtH L T UL <,
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7) International Cooperation on

Al and loT-Related Inventions
(i) ASEAN-Japan Patent Experts Meeting
At the Tenth ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting™®
held in September 2020, the Economic Research Institute for
ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) presented an interim report of
their study on patent examination practices of Al-related
inventions at IP offices of ASEAN Member States. This study
uses Al-related case examples™® from the JPO Examination
Handbook and investigates examination results for each case,
judging in accordance with laws and regulations of ASEAN
countries. The contents of this report were also discussed at
the first ASEAN-Japan Patent Experts Meeting held in October
2020. Discussions are planned to be held at the ASEAN-Japan
Patent Experts Meeting on an ongoing manner in the future.

(ii) Comparative Study Between the JPO and the EPO

With the aim of further enhancing the contents of the comparative
study on computer implemented inventions/software related
inventions between the JPO and the European Patent Office
(EPO) released in March 2019,*7 the JPO conducted a study
on additional case examples of Al-related inventions, etc.

(iii) NET*¢/Al Task Force of the IP5 Meeting™®

The first IP5 NET/Al task force meeting took place in January
2020. As future initiatives of the IP5 Offices, the task force
discussed clarification of the offices' examination practices
concerning NET/Al-related inventions and information sharing
among the offices regarding utilization of NET/AI technologies
in their internal operations.

(iv) WIPO Conversation on Intellectual Property and Al

In July and November 2020, the JPO participated in the
conversation on intellectual property and Al hosted by WIPO.
The JPO indicated the points that IP offices should pay
attention to and presented the approach to examination
practices as a pioneering office that has worked on discovering
issues and clarifying examination practices in relation to Al
ahead of the times, such as developing case examples of
patent examination on Al-related inventions and considering
the introduction of Al for improving the efficiency of IP systems,
including substantive examination.

*5 See Part 2, Chapter 2, 2.1 "ASEAN."
E282Z 281 IEIASEANI SR

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/ai_jirei_e.html

BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/ai_jirei.html

https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
epo/software_201903.html

7) Al-loT BEEFBICE I S EERD

(i) BASEANFEMRES

2020F 9B DE 10EHASEANFHFTREERAISE S
BVWTERPI T - ASEANBEMFEZ >V H — (ERIA) DD,
ASEANZEODAIBERBORFEDTERICEIT 2HED
REHRESSNZ, CORBR. JPODBENYRTvD
[CHE/ESNTZAIBERBOEG %, ASEANEZEDER
FITRA>THMTDE EDLSHEEERREBLDIDD DY
26D, ARBHREDAAIF. 2020F10BDE1EH
ASEANSBHBEMREBICHVTHERSNTZ, SEDH
ASEAN BHFEFRRESBICEVTHIENICEREZERT DT
Eo

(i) BEIRRLELERERZE

2019F3BICAKLIEY T DT P BhEHFICEI Y KM
1BEFT (EPO) & DLEBHIFE® D= 58 27EIZ BRI,
AlBBEHAEZ DBMEA BB I ST % k.

(i) BF apP5) BE*ICHIFBSNET S/AIFRIT#—2
20201 BICETEY RO T —A5EaZHE. ATDS
ZBOEHREE LT, AFICHSIT 258 - AIBERBROEE
EFEOBREIL Y. FFREFBAN\ OB « AR OIERICE
2 AFBOBHRABL EICDVTEE,

(iv) XMRYEAEEE AlICRES D3d5E

2020&F78. 1M1 BICWIPO D' DB E & Al (CES
TOXMEEICS. AIBERPBICET IHHAEERMERP
ERBEZSCH Y AT LOMELDT=DD AIBADIE
HEE BRICERIT TREOERRVOEEERH ORELS
CBHTELNRAAZTFELT, HFTELTEEINER
DR VEEERRICHITDEXHZHE,

*8 New Emerging Technologies
it

*9  See Part 2, Chapter 2,1.3" IP5 Meeting."
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/ai_jirei_e.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/ai_jirei.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/epo/software_201903.html

8) Joint Statements with Overseas IP Offices in
Relation to the COVID-19 Pandemic

Through the following joint statements, the JPO sent out

messages stating that it will respond to the difficult situation

including the COVID-19 pandemic in cooperation with other IP

offices.

e InJune 2020, the JPO and the USPTO released a joint
message stating that they will support the promotion of
innovation, which is a powerful weapon against COVID-19.%10

e |n July 2020, the JPO released a joint message with the
EPO stating that they will support the development of
common solutions to global challenges in the COVID-19
pandemic.*1"

e After the 13th IP5 Heads of Office Meeting™®'? held in July
2020, an IP5 Joint Statement™'3 was released, stating that
the IP5 Offices will strengthen their cooperation.

e At the Global IP Challenges Forum (IP20+) held in October
2020 as a G20 side event, a joint statement on
enhancement of cooperation among IP offices and other
matters was adopted. 4

¢ In November 2020, the ID5 and TM5 released a joint
message concerning response to the COVID-19 pandemic.*1°

8) IOFRICHIF 3 BANMBIT & DHFFEA
BAEHEFTIE. P OHRRMZEL. IO S ORE
BRRICETHHBL THRT SEDA Y £ —I % H =,

e 2020F6BICUSPTO LB, OO+ D1 ILRIC
SN DO EHEI THD A /=3 VDREETHIEL
TUW EDEBF XY £—I7NK*0,

e 2020F7BICEPO LM T, IOFB/ICHSITSIO—
NIVERRBICH T HBOBAKICAITEHEBA v -
ZRFRF,

e 2020F 7 BIChE=NIE 13MAT IPH RESE 7 #.
ATETOEEZ#bT D EDRTHBRR 2 %K,

e 2020F10BICG20D YA RANRY ~ELTHRfESNT
Global IP Challenges Forum (1P20+) [CEWT. &Al
B TOHmNREEICEE T S HEEBZEFIR 4,

e 2020F 11 BICRIERFT (D5) BZERFT (TM5) T, 10
FHRAOFICICETIHFA Y E—IZRFEK 5,

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/kokusai/
us/202006017-jointmessage.html

*13
HAsE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
us/20200601-jointmessage.html

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/kokusai/
epo/20200716-jointmessage.html

BHAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
epo/20200716-jointmessage.html

*12 See Part 2, Chapter 2, 1.3"IP5 Meeting."
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English
https://www.fiveipoffices.org/wem/
connect/fiveipoffices/f05f03ef-59bc-
4eb2-99¢1-71874bc278fe/
2020+IP5+joint+statement_
07212020.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=

English
https://www.saip.gov.sa/wp-content/
plugins/frontityPlugin/actions/actions.
php?filename=208345-joint-statement-
of-the-global-intellectual-property-
challenges-forum.pdf

B
https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2020/10/
20201027003/20201027003.html

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
id5/document/201116_covid19/
joint_message.pdf

ERE BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/
id5/201116_covid19.html
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/us/20200601-jointmessage.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/kokusai/epo/20200716-jointmessage.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/epo/20200716-jointmessage.html
https://www.fiveipoffices.org/wcm/connect/fiveipoffices/f05f03ef-59bc-4eb2-99c1-71874bc278fe/2020+IP5+joint+statement_07212020.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=
https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2020/10/20201027003/20201027003.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/id5/document/201116_covid19/joint_message.pdf
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