Japan is witnessing tumultuous changes in its business
environment, such as promotion of Green Transforma-
tion (GX) initiatives and adaptation to ever-increasing
digitalization and globalization to realize a sustainable
society. The Japan Patent Office (JPO) has implement-
ed a range of initiatives to protect industrial property
rights by providing high-quality services, including the
“world’s fastest and highest quality” examinations and
to support the promotion of innovations needed in a
drastically changing business environment.

In the area of GX efforts, in March 2022, the JPO hosted
the “Trilateral Symposium on IP and Environmental
Issues - Contribution of patent system towards Carbon
Neutral”, co-hosted by the European Patent Office
(EPO) and the United States Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO), and the Trilateral Offices adopted the
first joint statement on environmental issues. In
addition, in order to get an overall picture of GX
technology trends, the JPO released the Green Transfor-
mation Technologies Inventory (GXTI) in June 2022,
showing how to search for patent documents related to
GX technologies. Japan’s Corporate Governance Code
requires companies to enhance disclosure of informa-
tion regarding the impact of climate change-related
risks and earning opportunities on their business activi-
ties and profits. We expect that companies will utilize
the GXTI to analyze patent information and enhance
their information disclosure.

Going forward, the JPO will further collaborate with
intellectual property (IP) offices in various countries
and regions towards realizing a decarbonized society
through GX.

Furthermore, as digitization and globalization contin-
ue, the JPO discussed revising IP systems to encourage
SMEs and startups as well as large enterprises to devel-
op new businesses using IP.

With regard to patents, the Patent System Subcommit-
tee discussed measures for adapting to digitalization
and improving user convenience, such as revising the
delivery system and digitalizing written procedures.
The Subcommittee compiled the report, “Patent
System for Promoting the Utilization of Intellectual
Property”, in February 2023.

Regarding designs, the Design System Subcommittee
discussed revisions, such as relaxing requirements for
the procedures for designs published prior to applying
for design registration (“Procedures for Applying
Exception to Lack of Novelty of Designs”), in light of the

increasingly diverse and complex ways in which designs
are published including ramped-up social media
marketing. The Subcommittee compiled the report, “
Review of the Design System Concerning Procedures
for Applying the Exception to Lack of Novelty”, in
February 2023.

Regarding trademarks, the Trademark System Subcom-
mittee discussed measures to address trademark
system issues for developing trademark-utilizing brand
strategies and achieve international harmonization of
systems. They included introducing a consent system
which would allow registration of a trademark similar to
a previously registered trademark if, for example, its
right holder gives his or her consent. The Subcommit-
tee compiled the report, “Review of the Trademark
System for Developing Brand Strategies Utilizing
Trademarks”, in February 2023.

The JPO will continue to examine necessary measures
to ensure further utilization of the industrial property
right system in the changing business environment.

Additionally, in order to support global IP usage by
users, the JPO will build strong cooperative relation-
ships with foreign IP offices and the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO). We will also strive to
further harmonize IP systems and operations with other
countries and regions, along with developing IP
systems and operations in emerging and developing
countries through provision of training.

The JPO has the advantage of implementing the Patent
Prosecution Highway (PPH) with the most IP offices in
the world (44 offices as of January 2023). We will keep
working with IP offices worldwide to support the appli-
cation strategies of users.

We hope that the latest IP statistics from Japan and
around the world as well as the JPO’s initiatives, as
presented in the JPO Status Report 2023, will assist your
business in the future.

The JPO will make every effort to support your business
by encouraging innovation, such as through speedy and
high-quality examinations, and by helping to acquire
rights overseas and improve predictability on IP rights.
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