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7 Patents

The JPO has been aiming to achieve the “world’s fastest
and utmost quality patent examinations”, so that once
applicants obtain patents in Japan, the associated
examination results will be upheld overseas to facilitate
the smooth acquisition of rights abroad. To this end, the
JPO has been implementing various measures focused
on “maintaining speed”, “granting high-quality rights”,
and “cooperating and collaborating with foreign IP
offices”.

1) Examination Performance

With the acceleration of the intellectual property
(IP) creation cycle, comprised of IP creation, the
establishment of rights, and utilization of rights, there
is a growing need to shorten total pendency, and
the JPO has been engaging in initiatives to speed up
examinations. [Figure 2-1-1] [Figure 2-1-2]

2) Initiatives to Speed up Examinations

(i) Securing the Necessary Number of Examiners

In order to maintain and strengthen the patent

examination system, the JPO is working to secure the

necessary number of patent examiners, including fixed-

term examiners.

- For FY2022, the JPO secured a capacity of 1,662
examiners (including fixed-term examiners).

(ii) Outsourcing Prior Art Searches

By outsourcing prior art searches to registered search

organizations, the JPO promotes the speeding up

of examinations and improves examination quality
through utilization of the private sector.

- As of November 2022, there were 9 registered search
organizations.

- In FY2022, approx. 143 thousand searches were
outsourced, all of which involved searching patent
documents in Japanese. Some also included searching
patent documents in English (approx. 73 thousand),
in Chinese or Korean (approx. 15 thousand in total),
and in German (approx. 3 thousand).

FEFT I3, BAETHIFZREINE. ZOEEERHIEIN
THLEAL T, BATHENZELNCEND LS54 [HRE
& RemBEORHFEERE] OXBEZABL WS, 2L T,
o MtRER - REmEOFKTEE] 2XRRIT 270, [R
HEDRE] [EORWENDNS ] DEIMGEFT & DEiE-
Bhl LT HELAOBMEERBEL TS,

1) BEXE

HMKRLE. HEFIRE. EFEROMMNEIEY 1 7Lz RS
3L, AL ETCORBEOEBADZ—XADEEH>TET
HhH. BEORRIICIDBATNS, [2-1-1H] [2-1-2H]

2) BEOIE(LICET HENE

(i) BEEDHER

RTEEAHORRE - BEOY, FHNEEEZED. &

ERBEBEDERICEHTWNS,

- 2022FElF. FEEE,662% (FHNEEEZEL.) D
B =R,

(i) ZATEMIXMAEDNNE
BEENTO BITRMXBBAEZEFAERENIL. R
EIEADOFRBICK2EEORARLEREANLZR > TW5,
- BEAEREDHKIE. 2022F 11 B =R TORE,
2022FEOFREHBIINI43AHGHT, 2EHFICEWTH
REBEFFXAEZ X, 52, —BOEFICHWVTIL,
ZERRTXEEE (7.3754). hEERVEEZERFX
BERE (K1.5704) . MEBRIFXEREE K3TH) X1,



Figure 2-1-1 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Patent Examinations in FY2021
2021 FEICH I 2 REFEED FA BB X OHEFE £ TOHIK

FA Pendency

—REEEA 10.7 months on average /F510.15 A
FTOHAE

Total Pendency
HEFME &£ TOEE

Note:

%% :

Request for Establishment
Examination First Action of Right
ALY —REEBEA KR
® ®

15.2 months on average /#5915.208

- The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the date of examination request until the JPO sends

the first notice of examination results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a notice of patent grant or a
notice of reasons for refusal).

- The total pendency (also called the “standard pendency”) is the period from the date of examination request to

withdrawal or abandonment or until a final disposition (excluding cases where the JPO requests an applicant to
respond to the second notice of reasons for refusal due to the amendments submitted by the applicant, and where
the applicant performs procedures they are allowed to use, such as requests to the JPO for extension of the period
of response and for an accelerated examination).

- —REEBME TOHR (FA ) (L. BEF KAV LBEB (L L2 BER/RORY OB (T (CHFEEX (FIEEERBMNE)

DHBASARE SN F TOHHE,

- AL E TOME (MREREHB] ct05.) F. BEFKANOGIWTIS - BEXIRELDZZ(T 2 E TOHE (HEA

NHESZSHZEICRAL TN OBEDINESZLBAILKRD 2 L5 RIBEL. BHFTICONEPHOERPEHDOE
EEZRDBHAED, HEACROHONTWSFHREAABLIIEEER<),

Figure 2-1-2 Number of Patent Examination FAs, Number of Patents Granted, and Number of International
Search Reports Established / ##FE=ED FA . RHTEEHBERVOCEBRATRES(ERER

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Number of FAs 232,701 227,293 222,344 232,070 242,626
Number of Patents Granted 177,852 167,945 164,846 172,996 187,794
Number of International Search
Reports Established 47,934 51,666 50,338 48,502 49,154
E R IR SR

Note: - The number of first actions in patent examinations is the number of first notices of examination results (for the

fH% :

most part, either a notice of patent grant or a notice of reasons for refusal) issued by examiners to applicants, etc.

- The number of patents granted excludes the number of patents granted after a request for appeals against an

examiner’s decision of refusal was filed (including patents granted through reconsideration by examiners before
appeal proceedings).

- The number of international search reports established is the number by year of issuance of international search

reports prepared and issued by the JPO as the International Searching Authority (ISA) under the PCT (the number
of international search reports includes that of “decisions of not preparing an international search report”).

- FAHE(Z, BEEBICL2FERRORYOBH (EICHFEEXMERBHENSE) NHEBAZARKEINHH,
- FEFEEARL. BREETREVFERUE MIBEEZEL) OBFINLRGFIEENLVEE,
- ERRERSERARIE. PCT OERAEKE E U TRAERFTHIMER - %X U CERRERSORXFGHE (HEHR

BERSICE. [ERAERSEFERULEVWRE] NEEnd.),.
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3) Accelerated Examination and Super-
Accelerated Examination

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers accelerated
examinations and super-accelerated examinations
that, upon the request of an applicant, expedite the
commencement of an examination. [Figure 2-1-3]

(i) Accelerated Examination*'

- The accelerated examination system for patent
applications may be applied for applications that
are also filed in one or more other countries and
applications by small and medium-sized enterprises,
etc.

-In 2022, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 2.3 months on average.

(ii) Super-Accelerated Examination*?

- The JPO is running pilot programs for a super-
accelerated examination system for applications of
higher importance including the applications for
inventions that have already been put into practice
and are filed in one or more other countries.

- First action is issued within one month from the
request, in principle (within two months, in principle,
in the case of DO applications*3).*4

- In 2022, there were 1,241 requests, and first action
pendency from request for super-accelerated
examination was 0.6 months on average (1.4 months
for DO applications).

3) BISE - A—N\—RHEE

—EDEHDT T, HBADILOBRBEEZZ (T TEEDEFR
HEBEICKNTREDLIBRHESE - R—/N\—RHEEL
LTW3, [2-1-3H]

(i) PHEE"

- BFHEICET 2 RFHBEEONRIE. SEICEHEELT
W3 HEE, PNEERFOLHES,

$20225 0. RREZTOREN O —RELBAE TOHH
(349235 A,

(ii) R=—N—BRHREE*?

- BRICEBL TWBHAICRLIEENDARICEHEEEL T
WBHEED, FNEEEOSVWHEEZNRE L TR —
N—BHREEZHT.

- BESSRATABUA (DOERE*Z>WTIIRA2A
BUR) II—RBERERZ B,

- 20225 DEREEREIF 2411, Z—/N—RHPBEOHRE
NOo—REBEEFBHME COHAMIITH0.6N"A (DOLREIC
DWTIFTEHL4ANA),

*1 *2

English
1 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
shinsa/jp-soki/index.html

| BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/soki/v3souki.html

#ee English
i https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
shinsa/jp-super_soki/index.html

. BAGE
kr  https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
7 shinsa/soki/super_souki.html

*3  Applications that have entered the national
phase after international application.
ERRHFER. EPRRRE BT L,

4 CETEME O
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/document/index/
»  supersoukisinsa.pdf
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/jp-super_soki/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/shinsa/soki/super_souki.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/document/index/supersoukisinsa.pdf

Figure 2-1-3

Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Patent / 45T R HAEE D EH B4
Number / #
25,000
i 22,912
21137 22,401 22,219 20578
20,000
15,000
10,000
5,000
0
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Year /&

Note: - The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Written
Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” that were
submitted.
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4) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Patent Examination”, which
constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of quality
management, and the “Quality Management Manual
for Patent Examination”, which documents quality
management and its implementation system, the JPO
has been engaging in the following initiatives in order to
realize the utmost quality of patent examinations in the
world.**

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents documents
by examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc.,
managers of the examination office check substantive
and formal aspects of such documents for all cases.

- Examiners consult with managers or other examiners
in order to share search know-how and knowledge,
etc. to curb search and decision discrepancies among
examiners.

(ii) Quality Verification

- Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners
are audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and
format before sending official documents to applicants
and agents.

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO
conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-4]

- In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management, which consists
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and
has been implementing initiatives for the quality
management of patent examinations, based on reports
by this subcommittee.

4) REEEICEHTZIE

REEBOEARANEAD (BEBEICHTZRERY
V-] RO, REBERFZOEBESICOVTXELL
- IBFBEOREEEICEHTS V17l OTF. RS
ERENEFEENERICAIT TUTOREET>TWSE ™,

. O

’

(i) mERE

- BEEICL BN - BEEFICRZ2EAICOVT, HEA -
REBAICHKESNZGAIC, BEZOEBBAREH -
REICDIEOEEFI VY,

Y =F/oNT AEFEHELEL. BEEEOEOY —
FRYHUMOBEZINE I 57H. BEETEEBX (I
DEEE LIHBE R,

(i) mERE

- BEEICLDUNDZOHM KRV ZOHRE LTERSN
ZERERZEOHTICOVT, HEEEEHINEREERERIC
EE &R,

cFA BRI - —XEEETZ-H. BELEDERX

2, BEREICETZ2ERZM, 21— —FEAE%E
Eie, [2-1-4E]

- 2014 8AN L EL£BEEZSNNHENIREDTIC.
AREHEEN ORI BEREETENRESAREBELCH
D, URNEESORELABEZ. BTIEEOREEE
(2817 % B % =1,

2 English
T https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

e
BAGE
= https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html



https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

Figure 2-1-4 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Patent Examination Quality

BHFRHEDEICOWTOI—Y —HERAEDER

Results of User Satisfaction Survey (Overall quality of patent examination on national applications)
AP EREOHER (ENEEICE T 2 RHAFEELROEOTE)

0 20 40 60 80 100%
2018 321 0.7
2019 36.5 0.5
. ‘ .
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£
200 33.0 2.4/0.3 23
=N
£ 0
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‘ = o
= =
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2022 344 0.6 -
=N
FY /&FE %
Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied Neutral Somewhat Unsatisfied Unsatisfied +|J
R B R 8 B ]

Results of User Satisfaction Survey (Overall quality of the international search and international
preliminary examination on PCT applications)
IA—H—HEAEORKR (PCT HEEICH T 2EERATSLROE D)
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Source: - JPO, “Report on FY2022 Annual User Satisfaction Survey on Patent Examination Quality”
(October 2022)
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5) Revision of Examination Guidelines and Handbook

The JPO introduced the restriction of Multi-Multi
Claims on April 1, 2022 for the purpose of promoting
international harmonization as well as reducing the
workload of examination and the burden of monitoring
by third parties. Accordingly, in March 2022, the
“Examination Guidelines for Patent and Utility Model”*¢
was revised to mention the Multi-Multi Claim restriction,
and necessary amendments were made to the relevant
sections of the “Examination Handbook for Patent and
Utility Model”.*” In addition, the JPO provides a Multi-
Multi Claim detection tool on its website*® to enable
applicants and patent agents to more appropriately
comply with the restriction of Multi-Multi Claims.

6) Examination Measures for Addressing
Various User Needs

(i) Interview Examinations*®
The JPO conducts interview examinations to facilitate
communication between examiners and applicants, etc. In
response to the needs of applicants and agents, etc. in remote
areas, the JPO not only conducts interview examinations
in the JPO’s building, but also conducts on-site interview
examinations and online interview examinations.*™ It is also
possible to conduct an interview examination with some
of the participants participating online. With the spread of
COVID-19, the JPO actively conducted online interviews
from the viewpoint of preventing infection. As a result, the
ratio of online interviews in 2022 was 72% (the ratio of online
interviews in 2019 was 5%).
- In 2022, there were 1,712 interview examinations
(of these, 23 were conducted on-site, and 1,227 were
conducted online).

5) BEBEEE - N\VYRTYvIDHE]

ERANL I CETENEEERVE=EDERGIBOERD
BaND, 2022F481HICVILFVILF I L —LEIR%=E
AUTze THUTEEWL, 2022F3BICVIILFRILFIL—LD
HIRRICBES 28 % [H55F - ERMEBEEE ] (2BMT
SUETZTV. [F5EF - EREFRBE/N\Y R TV ¥ OF
EYLEMICOVWTHERBIEET >, oo HEARY
READEDBETICVILFVILF L —LHBARIETES
&5 FHFEFIVITVA MBCEWTTILFIILFIL—A
Y —ILEREL TV,

6) LAY —=—XHWHET Z2-HDEEM
R

(i) EEsE"

BEECHEEAFEOBIZEVT, HBICEEHREENS -
EHEERNELT, MEEEERMEL TV, EiEMOHEA
PREAZOZ—XICHA. FFTTFETERY 2EEEE
Dfts, HREEZBELA Y S VEEEELRBELTY
%, —EDBMEDHF Y SA4 Y TSML T, HEEEEE
Y2 EEAEETH D, FRIOFT VAL RAEPEILKIC
W, BEFHEOBRNOA VS VEEEBEBICERL
fofER, 2022F(2HBFH A4 Y S VEEBLRE72%E B>
TW% QO19FICEIT2A4 YT VEELEZS%).

- 2022FDEEIL, 7126 (N, HREHEE234. TV

T4 VEEEE,22TH).

*6

. English *8
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/tukujitu_kijun/

21¥  index.html

BAE

- https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
guideline/patent/tukujitu_kijun/index.
html

*7 i English *9
8 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/handbook_shinsa/

¢ index.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
3 guideline/patent/handbook_shinsa/
findex.html

English
;  https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
shinsa/multimulticlaims.html

=k
£:  https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/letter/multimultichecker.html

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
shinsa/junkai.html

H BAE
% https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
¥ shinsa/mensetu/junkai.html

BAGE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
3 shinsa/mensetu/telesys_mensetu.html
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/handbook_shinsa/index.html
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/multimulticlaims.html
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(ii) Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting
Business Strategy*"
The Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting
Business Strategy (CEIP) is a measure that supports the
acquisition of rights in time with business development,
with examiners for multiple applications related to the
business (patent, design, and trademark applications)
coordinating with each other to conduct their respective
examinations. [Figure 2-1-5]
To further facilitate the use of CEIP, the JPO reviewed their
implementation and revised the guidelines in July 2022.
- In 2022, there were 11 applications.
- Of these, there were 126 patent applications,
13 applications for design registration, and 3
applications for trademark registration.

Figure 2-1-5 Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting Business Strategy / S # ISR IS £ & HBEE

. : . Building an IP Portfolio /
Entire Project / S8 Company / {23 BB E DRI
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Application contents
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BABOEEEICLDHH
English

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/matome_sinsa.html

; A4E

?; https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/shinsa/general/matome_sinsa.html
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(iii) Phone Communication with Teleworking
Examiners*'2

As more examiners telework with the spread of COVID-19,
the JPO has in place a mechanism for teleworking
examiners to contact applicants, etc. by phone since
April 2021. Even if examiners receive a phone call from
applicants, etc. while teleworking, examiners can call
them back, enabling smooth communication with users
even in a telework environment. In response to the
increase in phone communication and online interviews
with teleworking examiners, the JPO has prepared a
leaflet that introduces these communications.*™

(i) FLI7—VHOBEEE L OEEER?
FRIOFVAIILARBELKICHEN, BEEDTLT7—7
MIERBZH, 2021F4AL L, TLIT—OFDOBEEEHNE
FENZICEBEERTI2FREERBL VWS, NICED. T
L7 —7HDBEEICHBEAZN L BEEELH--HEET
H BEENSOWMDIERLDEFEEENTEDLSITHD,
TL7—OBETICEWTE, - —EOABAII1=
T3 vhagEL o, TLI—VHOEEBELNESE
BEIECA Y S VEBOEMAZIFC. TNH6mIIa1z
T=23VIIDOWTBNTEY =T Ly M*BEER LT,

*12
B
https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2021/04/20210401001/20210401001.html

BAEE 5T
i https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/sonota-info/document/panhu/
tokkyo_communication.pdf

BAZE BE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/sonota-info/document/panhu/
isho_communication.pdf

BAE BE
4 https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/sonota-info/document/panhu/
e shohyo_communication.pdf
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7) Improvement of Foundation for Prior Art
Searches

Prior art searches are one of the important pillars for
maintaining and improving examination quality, and
a constant improvement of the foundation for prior art
searches for both patent documents and non-patent
literature is therefore crucial.

(i) Initiatives Related to Machine Translation Texts

- On the retrieval system for patents and utility models
used by examiners, the JPO continues to accumulate
full text Japanese machine translations of US, EP, and
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
patent documents in English and CN and KR patent
documents in order to retrieve and screen documents
in Japanese.

(ii) Initiatives Related to Improvement of Patent
Classifications

- As part of improving the foundation for prior art
searches, the JPO discussed revising International
Patent Classifications (IPC) for approx. 70 technical
areas in 2022, with aims such as introducing the
superior classification entries of FI*'* and F-term*'® to
the IPCs.

- Under the principle that FI must be compliant with
the latest IPC, in FY2022, the JPO amended the FI
scheme for approx. 450 main groups and conducted
F-term maintenance for approx. 20 themes in order
to search efficiently for Japanese and foreign patent
documents.

- Al is used to automatically assign FI and F-term to
foreign patent documents. Both Japanese and foreign
patent documents may be searched at once using
common patent classifications.

7) FBTRMXHARED-HOEBE R
EOIRMXEBAEL. BEEOEDOHR - M LOFODEER
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*14 FI (File Index) is an original patent classification system that is a
subdivision of the IPC governed by the JPO.
FI (File Index) &3, IPC Z#IRR L7z BAERFTIRE DD,

*15 F-term (File forming term) is an original classification JPO
expanded to various technical aspects (e.g., purpose, use, structure,
material, manufacturing method, processing and operational
method, and means of control) by technical scope (theme).

F % —L (File forming term) &%, &M#HHE (F—<) JITBE4D
RTERSR (BR0. AR, 85, MRl 85 MBRMERE fIHFRE)
=R’ LBAESSFTHRE DD,
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8) Initiatives for Al- and loT-related Inventions

(i) Team for Supporting Al Examinations

In January 2021, in order to achieve efficient and high-
quality examinations of Al-related inventions, the JPO
inaugurated the Team for Supporting Al Examinations
to improve the examination environment for Al-related
inventions. The team consists of managers, etc. and
experts on Al examination, who work together beyond
their responsible technical fields to accumulate and
share knowledge on the latest Al-related technologies
and case examples of examination results, and to hold
discussions on related measures for patent examinations.
The experts on Al examination collect knowledge from
the respective examination divisions, serving as a hub of
examinations concerning Al-related inventions, provide
consultation services to examiners outside the team
and thereby support examiners in achieving efficient
and quality examinations. In addition, in March 2022,
officials in charge of Al provided training for examiners
to share the collected knowledge and other information.

(ii) Examination Guidelines in Manga: Al/loT Edition*'¢
To further increase readership in ASEAN countries of
the “Examination Guidelines in Manga: Al/loT Edition,”
a manga introducing the basic concepts of examination
guidelines, the JPO created and released a Vietnamese
version®" in February 2022 in cooperation with the
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and a
Thai version®'® in August 2022 in cooperation with the
Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO). In addition,
the JPO created and released an English-language video
of the Prologue and Chapter 1 in March 2022. [Figure 2-1-6]

8) Al - loT BIESEAICEE 9 S ENA

(i) AIBEXEF—L

2021F1R. AIBEXRBONXRNHI DEmBELEEZRR
THH. AIBEXBICET2FERENERFZESAIE
BXEF—LZHELL. AIBEXEF— L3, EEEBSE
EAIBHENOEBREIN, BURMOBFZBA TEEL.
RHOAIBERMICETSARCEESFAOEE - HEAX
VEETIRABTERRDORIZZTOEDTH S, AlE
HEE AIBBERBAICETZIEED /NI ELT &FE
HFIOARZEN L. AIBEXEF—LADEEELSD
BB LB I T, XN OERELBFEOERICEIT
EXEET>TWD, /ol 2022838, AIBHE([R &
WUENREZHET 2O FBEEMITOTMEZREL

(ii) BEEEELE~AI - loTiHE~*"°
EEEEOEANGEZ Az 2EL L BEEEEE~
Al-loT#RE~] I22W T, ASEANNDE LA ERERS
feé. 2022F2B ICIZER G AEE (JICA) AL TR
b LZERAEER L, 2022488 (122 AAE 5 IREMLE
(JETRO) &AL THABR " HEH L. TNETNAK
Lfo &7z 2022F381CIF7O0— 2V EHTIEICDOWTE
EROBEZER L. AFKLUTZ, [2-1-6H]

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/comic_ai_iot_
¥, e.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
% guideline/patent/comic_ai_iot.html

Vietnamese / N k> 1158
fii  https://www.jica.go.jp/project/
&% vietnam/059/materials/index.html

Click on the “;&45-#I#5 ” link at the bottom
of the page. *—ITHD Y > 7 THES-HIf
=70V,


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/comic_ai_iot_e.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/comic_ai_iot.html
https://www.jica.go.jp/project/vietnam/059/materials/index.html
https://www.jetro.go.jp/world/asia/th/ip/

Figure 2-1-6 Examination Guidelines in Manga: Al/loT Edition (left: Vietnamese, right: Thai)
BEBEEEE~ Al - loT i~ (RMFLFEWR () &9 18R (B))
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The JPO has been implementing a variety of initiatives R TR BYSEREORECI—F—0f@EER L. *
including accelerated examinations and quality =RAECZOBES RO, BHEE, JESES,
management, in order to appropriately protect designs, B4 OIEAEERL TS,

improve convenience for users, and strengthen the
competitiveness of Japan’s companies.

1) Examination Performance 1) BEXE
The JPO is working to make examinations more efficient BEZREN BEDIRET N FEOHELEEDHTY
in order to protect designs promptly and appropriately. %, [2-1-7] [2-1-8H]

[Figure 2-1-7] [Figure 2-1-8]

Figure 2-1-7 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Design Examinations in FY2021
2021 EEILBIF2BREEFED FA HIERUHERL E TOHIRK

Application Establishment
Filing First Action of Right
HiFR —REEEN gAML
e ¢ o
FA Pendency I E
—REEBA 6.4 months on average /F#6.478 '
FTOHIM :

Total Pendency
HEFILE TOHEIRE

7.4 months on average /¥#57.4 18

Note: - The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice
of examination results to the applicant, etc. (excluding international applications filed to register designs under the
Hague Agreement, for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons for refusal).

- The total pendency (also called the “standard pendency”) is the period from the application filing to the
establishment of right (excluding international applications filed to register designs under the Hague Agreement,
as well as cases in which applicants are required to respond to the second notices from the JPO for amendments
submitted by the applicants within a certain period of time).

+ Excluding applications for graphic image, building and interior designs, which are newly eligible for protection under
the revised Design Act of 2019.

®E: - —REEZBMNE TOHRE (FAHR) (X, HENSEEEBICLZ2BERRORYOEN (BREEERLEEZR, EICBRE
EX(FEBRBHBNE) S HEASEARKEINS T TOHB,
- R E TOERE (BEEEHE] ctW5.) 3 HENSEIEE TOBME (BREEEREBER, £z, HEADEH
ELROONTWIEHBEZHEWVEESZTS ZEICL> T FHATHIOBEDNEERDONEHBEEER< L),
- BMTFREREECLDHICRETRE L >EREYRVERICHRIBEL VI ICHEDRESICHR D HEOBEZR <

Figure 2-1-8 Number of FAs and Decisions of Registration for Design Examinations

BREZEED FA R UOEFEEFR
pumberof FAs 31,266 31,749 30,164 31,959 33,165
Rgmper gl pecisions of Registration 27,301 27,909 26,465 27,773 29,901

Note: - The number of first actions is the number of first notices of examination results sent by examiners to applicants,
etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or notices of reasons for refusal).

#E: - FAFRIZ, BEBICS2FE/RROBYOBRMA (EICEREEXITEBERENE) NHEASARE I NIHE
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2) Accelerated Examination*"

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers accelerated
examinations that, upon the request of an applicant,
expedite the commencement of an examination. [Figure
2-1-9]

- The accelerated examination may be applied under
the following conditions: (i) applications for design
registration related to implementations with an urgent
need for registration;*? (ii) applications for design
registration that are concurrently filed in one or
more other countries; or (iii) applications for design
registration by businesses, etc. that have suffered
earthquake damage.

- In 2022, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 1.9 months on average.

2) BgpEE"”

—EOBHOT T, HEADLDOBEEAZIF CTBENEFHE

BHEBEEICHKNTROLZRHEEEAEML TW5S, [2-1-9E]
- BHBREONR@E. (1) EALICOVTRAKEET S
EMEENERESFEE . (i) AEICEHELTOS
BEZFEE. (i) BRICEIRELZH-LLEDE
[F 267 I,

C20226 (3, BHIBEDREA S —RETBME TOHMM
(FFEHET1.9D B,

Figure 2-1-9 Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Design / EE R HAEE DB HFH

Number / #

350

300

278

2018 2019 2020

317
’50 241 ” 254
200
150
100
50
0

2021 2022

Year / &

Note: - The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Written Explanation of Circumstances
Concerning Accelerated Examination” that were submitted.

#%: - RREEOREART. [RPEECETIEEHRAE] 1RESNAZHFE,

https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/
i shinsa/soki/isyou_soukisinri.html

_ %20 Among (i), the JPO is implementing an initiative to commence examinations even earlier for applications where there are
HAE counterfeits already in existence and there are no problems in the application procedure. In 2022, the above period was
0.6 months on average.

(i) 356, FRICBRBERSRELLEDTH> T BEFHRICTHEDBVWERICOWTIE, LN—ERHICEFII2BEZERBEL
THN. 2022 FORIHRBIEF 0.6 BB
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3) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Design Examination”,
which constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of
quality management, and the “Quality Management
Manual for Design Examination”, which documents
quality management and its implementation system,
the JPO has been engaging in the following initiatives
in order to realize the utmost quality of design
examinations in the world.*?'

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents documents
by examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc.,
managers of the examination office check substantive
and formal aspects of such documents for all cases.

- Examiners consult with managers or other examiners
in order to share search know-how and knowledge,
etc. to curb search and decision discrepancies among
examiners.

(ii) Quality Verification

- Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners
are audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and
format before sending official documents to applicants
and agents.

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO
conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-10]

- In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management, which consists
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and
has been implementing initiatives for the quality
management of design examinations, based on
reports by this subcommittee.

mEEEICEHY 5

)

BEEEOEARANELS (REEBEICET2HERY

- R REERERVZOEBEESICOVTXEL L

[BEEEOREERICEISY=a7IL] OT. HRARS
=

\“ B0 w

BEOEREEOERICHIT TUTOREET> TWBE*,

(i) mERE

-EEEICKDEN - BEFICHRBEB@ICOWT, HEA -
REACEEINZFIC, BEEZOEEBIEAE - BRX
HIChh2#FT v,

cH—=F/UND AEEERBELKL. EEBEOROY—F
PHEOEEZINE T 5720, BEEIEEBX(IMOE
BE L HET E.

(i) RERE

- BBEEICLDUDEONM RS ZORERE L TER NS
BREOEERICOWVWT, REEEENERERXAICES
= K.

AR -Z—XZBET . PELOBRKRH
=, ERREGICEY 2RREMN. 1 —U —FARAEZ X,
[2-1-10K]

- 20145 8A L D EEBEBBSNNWMEIBEDOTIZ, 4
HEHELV LR PBEMBERNEEREZRBELTEN,
LRNEESDREZREA. REOBEORBEERICH
1T % BN & Ko

2 English
T https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

e
BAGE
= https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

Figure 2-1-10 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Design Examination Quality
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4) Initiatives for Supporting Design System
Users

(i) Publication of Guide Book for Beginners

In March 2022, the JPO published the “Your Design

Rights: Various Kinds of Usage” guide book for beginners,

namely, businesses thinking about introducing the design

system based on the 2019 amendment of the Design
Act and those who are not very familiar with the design
system. This all-in-one book gives them a detailed
understanding of the basics and merits of the design
system and its effective uses for business, and even
information about the basics of application procedures.

[Figure 2-1-11]

- A total of ten hypothetical characters appear in the
guide book, including a person who wishes to contain
the cost of anti-counterfeit measures, a service provider,
a BtoB company, a startup, and a sole proprietor. The
uses of the design system tailored to their respective
business and creations are explained in four-frame
cartoons in storybook style.

- An electronic version of the guide book can be
downloaded from the JPO website.*?2 The printed
version can be requested free of charge using the
contact form on the JPO website. As of November 2022,
8,000 copies have been distributed.

(ii) Release of Case Examples of Registered Designs
of Newly Added Subject for Protection under the
Design Act as Revised in 2019

Under the Design Act as revised in 2019 which expanded
the scope of protection, in January 2022, the JPO released
“Case examples of registered designs of newly added
subject for protection (graphic image, building and
interior) under the Design Act as revised in 2019”,*% and
in September 2022, the “Case examples of related designs
which were registered as designs including a graphic
image”.*

4) BEREERZXIEY S
(i) #IDERITHA KT Y I ORT

BEIFTIE. SOTEREERELZEICHRICRERNEDER

ERANTHIE WS LBEEL, BEFECHENFLL

BWEABITT, BEFEDEARPAY Y M EVRRICE

DELHRNOFRELEZFUSEBBEL, SOICHEFR

DEREXTEENDESIC. ITNonBEREZIMICE LD

MOEBITIOAART VY [AALDEEE +A+EDD

MWl Z202283RBI12RT LTz, [2-1-11E]

CEHENKEIR MM -VWE, T—EREEZELHE,
BtoB b, NV Fv—10E BEAFEIZFDOFIOADRK
BAYDEBL, ZTNZNOEI X ZAPEHEOERBICE
HELBRERMEDERAEEZ, 43V EEZAWCR ~—
|) —{£3IL T TN,

CHARTY O OBFRISEFT I TH1 NP0 b5Y
vA— RAgE, MFRIE HHFEF V7Y LoBBEL
BOET7A—LEDENTHERTRE, 20228118 £ TIC
8,00088 % Ao i o

(i) REBEZXICEI K HERRENROBEEEZHZRENE
DLFE
THNTEREEEREIC L 2RENRDILIEISH . 2022F
1A, WEBEXICEDSHARENR (B - BEY -
ML) OREZRFE . 2022498, [EHREELEED
BEREEREGE] 2/

BAE
¥ https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/
x% gaiyo/info/minnano_ishoken.htm!l

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
guideline/design/kaisei_hogo.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
guideline/design/kanren_isho.html



https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/gaiyo/info/minnano_ishoken.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/kaisei_hogo.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/kanren_isho.html

Figure 2-1-11 Guide Book for Beginners “Your Design Rights: Various Kinds of Usage”
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3 Trademarks

The JPO has been implementing various initiatives
including accelerated examinations, fast track
examinations, quality management, and protection of
regional collective trademarks in order to appropriately
protect trademarks, and to improve convenience for
users.

1) Examination Performance

In order to promptly and appropriately protect
trademarks, the JPO is working to make examinations
more efficient and reinforce the examination system,
including increasing the maximum allowed number of
trademark examiners. [Figure 2-1-12] [Figure 2-1-13]

2) Accelerated Examination™*

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers accelerated

examinations that, upon the request of an applicant,

expedite the commencement of an examination. [Figure

2-1-14]

-In 2022, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 1.9 months on average.

BEFF ClE. BYREEREORECLI—Y—DOFEER LD
o, FHEE. 77 ANy oRE. REEE. HEEG
BEDORESE, B4OEEZEREL T\,

1) BERE

R REN DHEYCRETANL, BEEODERLKRVEERSE
BEOEEBNESCEERFHORIEEEDH TN D, [2-1-12
E] [2-1-13H]

2) RgEE"”

—TEDNEHEDT T, HEADODHEEZZ(IT CEEDEFR

HEBBICHRTROZRHPEEZERL TW 5, [2-1-14H]

< 2022%F (3, RHETOHRENSO—REBEHROBHET
DEAREIEFE1.9D0 B,

English

% g
g https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/shinsa/soki/shkouhou.html

¢ https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/shinsa/outline_accelerated_trademark.html


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/shinsa/outline_accelerated_trademark.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/shinsa/soki/shkouhou.html

Figure 2-1-12 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Trademark Examinations in FY2021
2021 EEICH I 2EEEED FA BIE X OHEFL £ TOHIRK

Application Establishment
Filing First Action  of Right
HiR —REEBAM R
L ®

FA Pendency

—REEEA 8.0 months on average /F#458.01 A
F CTOHME

——————— ____.-__..

Total Pendency

HEFLE TOMRR 9.6 months on average /¥459.608

Note: - The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice
of examination results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons
for refusal) (excluding applications related to non-traditional trademarks and regional collective trademarks).

- The total pendency is the period from the application filing to the registration (excluding applications related to non-
traditional trademarks and regional collective trademarks, as well as cases where the JPO requests an applicant to respond
to the second notice of reasons for refusal due to the amendments submitted by the applicant, and where the applicant
performs procedures they are allowed to use, such as requests to the JPO for extension of the period of response).

®E: - —RETBHME TOME (FAHRE) (X HENSBEEICLZ2EFERRORYOBA (EICEFEEXFEREHBMNE) A
HEASAREEINDZFTOHBA (LW A TOBRERCHIBEEERICHR S HEZR<),
- EFMEE COEIE. HEDNSRELS F TOHE #FHLWY 1 7OBERCHBEGEERICRD HEZR< £ HEAD
BEEZ2T2CICERAL TRHFTDNOBEDISEEZHBAILRD 2 L5 WIBEP. HHFTIIHEREOEREXRDHDHEEE
=fR<a)o

- B oM
L 491deyd zwued
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Figure 2-1-13 Number of FAs and Decisions of Registration for Trademark Examinations
BEEED FA R B REEHE

P e ofFas 137,463 134,834 172,931 213,224 208,740
Rgmper gl pecisions of Registration 119,610 117,186 146,708 185415 188,157
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Note: - The number of first actions is the number of first notices of examination results sent by examiners to applicants, etc. (for
the most part, either a decision of registration or notices of reasons for refusal).

"% : - FAHRIZ, BEEILLIEERROSIOBH (E(CEFEEXIERERENE) NHBEASARKEINHE,

Figure 2-1-14 Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Trademark / FIiE R #AZEZ (O HHF#

Number / #
12,000 11,204 11,450
10,000 9,101
8,110
8,000
6,000 5,278
4,000
2,000
0
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Year / &

Note: - The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of applications for which “Written Explanation of
Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” was submitted.

"E: - RPSEOREARE. [RFHEEICHT2EBEHREE] MRESNIHBEOHE.
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3) Fast Track Examination**

The JPO carries out “Fast Track Examination” on a
trial basis,*?” in an effort to accelerate the processing
of overall examinations by increasing the number
of applications that impose little burden on the
examination on goods or services, while responding to
the needs for early trademark registration. [Figure 2-1-15]
For an application that satisfies the following
requirements, the first action is issued about six months
from the filing of the application. Applications subject to
the fast track examination are automatically selected by
the JPO, so no special application procedure or fees are
required for this examination.

[Condition 1] Applications that only designated goods
or services listed in any of the following at
the time of filing.

@ Examination guidelines for similar
goods and services

@ Appended table of the Ordinance for
Enforcement of the Trademark Act

® International Classification of Goods
and Services (the Nice Classification)

[Condition 2] Applications that have not amended
the designated goods or designated
services until the commencement of the

3) 77ARMMSYOBE™
EIZORHEFEL=—XIZEA DD, BEm - REOBE(CH
HBEEDVHRVWHEZELY & TEESADNERES:
3R, (772 MRSy oBE] #RTH7ICEELT
W3, [2-1-15H]

ROBHAEELLULEEICIOVWTIE, HENIS6HNBARET
—REBFEENMBANSINS, ABEDONRE R 2RISR
TCHEBNICHEETS 0. ABEICET2HREFHRERDS
FEBIIRE,

(BH1) HEREIC. ROWTNNIZEHINTLWIESR -
RBOIHEIBEL TWDHEE
OBLiER - REEEE%E
QOEEEEITRADBIR
QER - Y—EAEEBSEER

(BH2) BEEFRECILEETAR BERBOMEZT
TWAWHEE

examination.
*26 k27 Implementation is reviewed based on the circumstances under the normal
English examination period and other factors.
g BEOEEHHORREZREZ T EBODRELZTS,

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/shinsa/shohyo_fast_e.html

& OASE
% https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/shinsa/fast/shohyo_fast.html
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4) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Trademark Examination”,
which constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of
quality management, and the “Quality Management
Manual for Trademark Examination”, which documents
quality management and its implementation system,
the JPO has been engaging in the following initiatives in
order to maintain and improve the quality of trademark
examinations.*2®

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents documents
by examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc.,
managers of the examination office check substantive
and formal aspects of such documents for all cases.

- Examiners consult with managers or other examiners
in order to share examination know-how and knowledge,
etc. to make prompt and appropriate decisions.

(ii) Quality Verification

- Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners
are audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and
format before sending official documents to applicants
and agents.

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO
conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-16]

- In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management, which consists
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and
has been implementing initiatives for the quality
management of trademark examinations, based on
reports by this subcommittee.

4) REEEICEHTZIE

RETBOEARAE LD (BESECHTZRERY
v—]. RO ZEEEBERVZOEREHICOVWTXELLE
(BEEENREEE(CETSY-17I/l] OF. BESE
DEOHE - MEERZ 0, UTOBEZT>TWE %,

(i) mERE

-EEEICKDEN - BEFICHRBEB@ICOWT, HEA -
REACEEINZFIC, BEEZOEEBIEAE - BRX
HIChh2#FT v,

CHREO/ UND, MEEEHELL. BE - NEGTINE
1570, BEBIEERX IMOEEE & HH% XK,

(i) MERE

- BBEICLDUADEOHM RS ZORERE L TERIND
BREREOETICOVWT, REEEENERERKXMICE
= K.

AR -Z—XZBET . BELOBRRE
2. ERREGICEY 2BEREMN. 21— —FMERAEZ X,
[2-1-16K]

- 20145 8A L N EXBEBBANNWMESNBEDOTIZ, 4
HEHEN L I2BERBERNEEREREL TEN.
LRNEESDREZREA. AEEEOREEEICST
% Bl = K.

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

CHTLE
BAE
; https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
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Figure 2-1-16 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Trademark Examination Quality
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5) Al x Trademark: Image Search Competition*?

For searching figurative trademarks, the JPO has
introduced on a trial basis a tool that uses Al technology
to search for prior similar figurative trademarks (image
search tool) since 2019. In order to improve the accuracy
of this image search tool, the JPO held its first machine
learning competition and called on the wider public to
develop excellent prediction models.

(i) Overview of the Al Competition [Figure 2-1-17]

- The competition furnished actual image data used in
trademark examinations, and data scientists competed
on the accuracy of Al technology-based prediction
models.

- Excellent models will be applied to the image search
tool being piloted by examiners.

- The competition was held from November 2021 to
January 2022.

(i) Results

- The number of participants was 637, and the number
of entries was 1,453.

- The accuracy of the winning prediction models was
approx. 70% correct for the tasks presented by the JPO.

- This activity affirmed that Al competition is effective
for considering improvements in the accuracy of the
image search tool.

- The winning Al engines are being applied to the
image search tool and are being offered on a trial basis
to examiners.

- The JPO expects that improving the accuracy of the
image search tool will increase its contribution to
improving the quality of trademark examination.

5) AIXBIE: A A=V —FOAURFs 3 V**¥
BHF T, REREDRAZICE VT, 201910 5 Al
ZFALEETEUREBERRY —IL (A XA—SY—F
W—)L) ARBIICHBLTVS, ZO1A—JH—Fv—
LOBERALEZENE LT, BEFINRA THIEHEE
AVRTaoavEREL. L—RICENZFHETILO
BREHE ST,

(i) Al Y ~REEE [2-1-17E]

- REERICEEEEREICAVWSHEEKT — Y ZRH L. ARz
RWE=FAETILOBEZRS IVRT 123 VX,

EBNETIVEBEELIRAT M A I —FY—ILIC
B,

- FIEHAR(Z. 2021F11AN B 20225%F 18,

(ii) FAERR

- SMBEE6374. SEHIET,4534,

- ABLEFRHETILOBEL. FFTFIRRUERECH
L THI70% D IEAESE,
cSEDOFEHEBEL T AIQYRNI X =—JY—FY—)L
DEEELOBRHICEVWTENTHD Z L 2R,
CBE. ABLEAIZ VY VEAA—=IY—FY—)LIZE
L. BEEEAITICHTIEMS,

S AA=JY—FY—ILOBENALTEET, B
EEEOREMLICEST2EGVWEEE 2 & ICHE,

¥ English
#  https://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2021/1122_003.html

=k
w  https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2021/11/20211122001/20211122001.html
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Figure 2-1-17 Al x Trademark: Image Search Competition / Al X@&iR : A A=JHF—FAVRT 13V

The most excellent model will be
Japan Patent Office /#55FF implemented in the JPO system.
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6) Regional Collective Trademarks

The regional collective trademark system ** was
introduced in April 2006 in order to more appropriately
protect, as trademarks, regional brands that combine the
name of a region and the name of the goods (or services).
Prior to the introduction of this system, trademarks
comprised of “region name + goods (services) name” were
not approved for registration unless they already possessed
nationwide recognition. However, with this system, such
trademarks can be now registered as long as there is
recognition by consumers to a certain extent. [Figure 2-1-18]
- As of the end of December 2022, there were 1,325

applications filed, and of those 742*3" were registered.

(i) The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks
“The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks”,
which identifies that a local specialty is registered with the
JPO as a regional collective trademark, was established
with the aim of promoting the regional collective
trademark system and enhancing the brand power of
regional collective trademark products (services). In
principle, only associations that own regional collective
trademarks, the members of the associations, and those
who have been licensed by associations to use regional
collective trademarks may use the logo. The logo helps
to differentiate products (services) from those of third
parties. In addition, the logo is expected to help prevent
trademark infringement by third parties by using it on
product packaging, printed materials, and at events as a
tool to publicize registration with the JPO as a regional
brand. [Figure 2-1-19]

- As of the end of December 2022, 228 associations

were using the logo.

(ii) Dissemination and Awareness Raising

As a measure to further disseminate the regional collective
trademark system, the JPO published the “Regional
Collective Trademark Guide Book: Catalog Edition
2022” booklet,*32 which contains an overview of the
regional collective trademark system, support measures
related to the system such as consultation services for
the filing of regional collective trademark applications
and subsidies for foreign applications, and information
on the registered regional collective trademarks. The
Guide Book is distributed to various parties, including
the Intellectual Property Comprehensive Help Desk,
prefectures, municipalities, societies of commerce and
industry, chambers of commerce and industry, and
associations with regional collective trademarks, for
promoting widespread use of the system.

6) o EFEE
MIRFEEESE (3, MR EER (U-ER) &%
HAELE M TS Y RE, BEEE L TR D BEYICRE
T B2, 2006F4BCEASNHIETH D, [HIZ%
+Em (P—ER) &) TEBRINIEEZEE. HIEEAFE
SENAMBELN R FNIEEFENROSNEHN 2128 HIE
BAZE—EHAOEEHEICEHIN TONIEEFAEE
otz [2-1-18H]

< 2022512 £ TIZ1, 3254 HEES N Z D 5 H74244*
HEER,

(i) MBRAGFEEY—2

[HMIBEREEEY— 7 ] (3, HBOZ9H g FEEZEE L
TRHFTICEFINTWS Z EARTIET, MgHEEES
EOEkEMBHAGEEESR (Y—EX) 075V RARL
=ENE LTEE LR, RE. #BREEELRET 2E1EF.
HEDERE R CFEEL S S FEEEDERFEEZ (/-
EDHINERTED, V- DEEICLD. FZHER (F—
ER) EDERMLICRIIDE IS, BRD/NY T — I
RI#. 1RV bOBREIC, #75 Y RE U TRHFTICER
SINTWBZEZPREBZY—ILELTERTAHZET. &
—HICLAEEEREERAICHILET 2HRI RTINS,
[2-1-19M]

< 2022 12B £ TI2228D N ER.

(i) EREs

ISR EEFIEDE R D LR AR T -0, HIBFArEs
EOME., tMAEREDHERXRCAELEFHBERED
FIEICREYT 2XEKR., BHEIN TV 2 MBRMAEEEDOERS
BHLU-MT MERGEELS1 R Ty o~hsOs R~
2022%2] HEM L=, MFHRAXERO, HMEFE, MK
B, BIs - BLIaEA. HiBHEEZEEFRE T 2HGE
ICEEHR L. IAMICEL EREEZT> TS,



Figure 2-1-18 Regional Collective Trademark Composition / #igi FAREZDERK

Common name of the goods (services)
A (R %) DEBEHM

Regional name
HutR D i

Customary name of the goods (services)
I (%) DBRAATR

* Can be combined with characters/terms commonly used when indicating place of origin.
Example) Genuine, specialty, local specialty, etc.

KREMZRTY DEICHSNEIXFE L TUBRASNTWAIXFEAAEDES LN TE S,
B) BB ISEE R ES

Figure 2-1-19 The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks / #isiFAREE~Y — 7

itz B O 7 AR
T

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/

- counted as one in each region).
E$ﬂﬂ
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/

NTW2 (EHEICEN S ED0EZNZNAT Y M),

BAEE

*31 Registration numbers by region are 36 for Hokkaido, 60 for the Tohoku region, 116 for the Kanto-

Koshinetsu region, 66 for the Hokuriku region, 98 for the Tokai region, 163 for the Kinki region,
i trademark/gaiyo/chidan/index.html 52 for the Chugoku region, 32 for the Shikoku region, and 100 for the Kyushu region, and 18 for
Okinawa region, along with 3 for overseas countries (registrations spanning multiple regions are

' BREREBFICRES &, B8 36 4. R 60 4. B - BRE# 116 #. JtkE 66 . FiE 98 #.
Y gaiyo/chidan/index.html SEH 163 . RE 52 . FHE 32 #. AU 100 . REB I8 HRICIIA T, AENSDOERES 3 HFEFS

https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/document/tiikibrand/guidebook-catalog.pdf
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4 Trials and Appeals

1) Performance of Trials and Appeals

The status of the proceedings in 2022 is as shown in

Figure 2-1-20. [Figure 2-1-20]

- Trial for invalidation, trial for correction, trial for
rescission, and opposition are prioritized over ex-parte
appeal cases in principle for early dispute resolution.

- The JPO gives priority to and conducts accelerated
appeal proceedings for appeal against an examiner’s
decision of refusal cases upon request when the cases
satisfy the specific requirements. In 2022, the number of
requests for accelerated appeal proceedings*3* was 208
for patents, 14 for designs, and 35 for trademarks. The
average pendency period*3* was 3.7 months for patents,
4.1 months for designs, and 2.7 months for trademarks.

2) Improvement of Proceedings

The JPO is implementing the following initiatives in
order to further improve proceedings:

(i) Oral Proceedings

- In trials for invalidation and trials for rescission, oral
proceedings where the panel and the parties orally
assert against each other are proactively utilized in order
to accurately grasp and sort out the points of dispute
and to increase the parties’ acceptance of the results.

- In 2022, 95 oral proceedings (of which 68 [72%]
were online oral proceedings) were conducted. The
JPO compiled materials related to the online oral
proceedings launched in October 2021 and has made
them available on the JPO website.*35

- Based on performance, the JPO is considering making
improvements to the implementation of online oral
proceedings, such as increasing the efficiency of pre-
confirmations.

4 =¥

1) BHRE

2022FDFEDRMIE 2-1- 20D EH D TH %, [2-1-20H]

- EREY, FTEEY. BUHEEHRUEBZRI TIIOWTIE,
WEODREHRBRRER SO, R L TEEROEHES
EDBEMICETF,

I EREEAREBHEHICOVWT HENDESEHI-THE.
BRHICKDEEZEENICTS RHEREZXE, 2022F
2612 RHFEOR B A2 (3 T084. BET
14, BIETISHTH D, BEIBLRFFTFEEIT
MA. BEET¥H4IHA. BETHI2INA,

2) BEEDORR
BEL—ERARS LSO, UTOREEREL TV 2,

(i) OESE

- EHEHPECHBHICE W T, WELSERDITE - 18
PLUEEDNEROA LD, ABRAEAE YEEXNSHIO
ETERLH S OEFBEEEENIER,

- 2022%F (3. OSHOOBEER (N, AV 51 Y OEEE6S
# (72%)) =FEHE, 2021E10BNSRB LAY S 1
VOBHFEICOWT, BARERZELH. FFTI 7Y
1 P BE,

A VSA VOBEBEMERICOWT, REEAREXATEM
BROMELL EDHREERE,

*33 The number of cases where the “Written Explanation of
Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Appeal Proceedings” was
submitted and the cases were transferred to the board in charge.
When the cases that were not transferred to the board in charge
(including cases that involve decision to grant a patent upon
reconsideration by examiner before appeal proceedings) are
included, the number of requests for accelerated appeal proceedings
made in 2022 was 337 for patents, 14 for designs, and 35 for
trademarks.

[FEARE(CEY 2BERAE] 1 RESNBPIBE S NIHE. FFIB
BInhbh >4 MBERINENHE) 220D &, 2022 F(CH
172 REARIBORBMAHRIT. FFH 337 . BIED 14 . BIRH 35 #

*34 In the cases that are subject to accelerated appeal proceedings, the
average pendency is an average Calendar Year (CY) period from
the date it becomes ready to conduct proceedings after a request is
made, to the date an appeal decision is dispatched.
BHBEEONREGSEEHICOVT, BEIBRINEEAREL ST
NOBRIFESIND £ TOBMBOEET,

*35 BV

English
! https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trial_appeal/oral_proceedings.html

BAZE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trial_appeal/general-koto/
online-kankeishiryo.html
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Figure 2-1-20 Status of Proceedings in 2022 / 2022 & FE DR

Appeal against an examiner’s

decision of refusal Trial for invalidation Trial for correction Opposition Trial for rescission
# H # 5 Lhvi SHEH
B TR EmahEY JIEZEH EBHILT EUHEH
Number of Number of Number of Number of Number of
dispositions Péggﬁréy dispositions Pér;:ﬁr%y dispositions Pérggqr%y dispositions Péggqr%y dispositions P;éj:ﬁ'};y
IR i SLTRMHEL ’ pUBLIES <3 . SLFRHEEL ’ pUBLEES:2d i
Patents & Utility
Models 8,046 11.7 119 13.4 216 3.6 1,275 8.2 - -
K5 - AR
Designs
oo 313 6.8 12 123
Trad k
Tredemarks 1,153 8.6 70 100 - - 456 89 1,204 6.4

Note:

H% :

- The number of dispositions (excluding oppositions) is the total number of requests granted (including requests partly

granted), requests not granted (including dismissals), and withdrawals/abandonments. The number of dispositions
(oppositions) is counted by opposed patent.

- Pendency is the average processing period (in months) in CY from the date a request is filed (*1), to the date a trial/

appeal decision is dispatched (*2), to the date a withdrawal or abandonment is finalized and concluded, or to the date
a dismissal is dispatched.

(*1) The date a request is filed for opposition is the date an opposition is requested. The date for cases concerning
“reconsiderations by examiners as one of appeal proceedings” in “appeal against examiner’s decision of refusal” is
the date it becomes ready to conduct proceedings (the date the case has been transferred to the board in charge).

(*2) In patent opposition cases, if a “notification of reasons for revocation” (advance notice of a decision) is to be
made, it is the date the notice is dispatched. In trial for patent invalidation cases, if an “advance notice of a trial
decision” is to be made, it is the date the notice is dispatched.

- Only trial for invalidation is recorded for utility models.

CAMEBEH (BEBERULTERLS) (3CBEREEZ (B8R FRTHIL (BHT) RKORTIF - BEOHEDOEE, NEHH (2

BT (SRR OHE,

- BEHBEE. FHEKRB CK1) Mol BR (RIBRE) oFER (k2). WTI - RROHER. XEBHTOREXHETOH

HREOBETY, B3R,
(1) BEFLTCOVWTIERZEFRILH, FFEBEERARBHICSVWTHBEEICRIBHICOVWTUIBETRE A>T
H EBRBER).
(%2) HFRBOBHITICEWCECHERBHN (REDFE) 27003 Z0REH, BHHAREVEHIISVWTERDOTF
EET>LEDIEZDFEXE,

- EREFRIE. EHBHIOVWTOHET L,
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(ii) Circuit Trials and On-Site Interviews

- When companies, universities, etc. in the local regions
are the parties concerned in trial and appeal cases, the
panel may visit their regions at their request to conduct
circuit trials (oral proceedings conducted for trials for
invalidation) or on-site interviews (interviews aimed
at facilitating communication on trial and appeal
proceedings).

-+ In 2022, 11 circuit trials and 4 on-site interviews were
conducted. Online interviews were conducted if onsite
visits were difficult due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

(iii) Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group

- The “Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group”, which
gathers together practitioners such as corporate P
personnel, patent attorneys and lawyers, in addition
to JPO chief administrative judges and administrative
judges, and which studies trial/appeal decisions and
court decisions based on actual cases, is convened.
Judges of the Intellectual Property High Court and the
Tokyo District Court also participate as observers.

- The study group deliberates a total of five themes and
five cases related to patents and trademarks and releases
a report that consolidates its findings.*3¢

(iv) Phone Communication with Teleworking
Administrative Judges
- As more administrative judges telework with the spread
of COVID-19, the JPO has in place a mechanism for
teleworking examiners to contact applicants, etc. by
phone since April 2021.*37

(i) WET - HREE

- HADEE KEENBHEGOUEETHIHERICIL.
YEEOFLEILN U CEREN2ESMIICEHE, KOFH
(BmHBHOOERE) . HREE (BECEALTER
BEAN27-00mE) ®EiE,

< 2022FICEWVWTIE, 1MTHEOKEIEY. 4O REES
EfE, MEIOF VA IILRARPEDEE CHERENRERS
BlE, V54 VvEEEER,

(iii) BHRBERES

cBHR - BHEBICMAT, EEOMMWMERS. FEL.
FELTZEOERBEN—ZICRL T, RAICEIETERRY
FPRIZOWTOMERZTS [EHEBEMES] ZHRE,
ANMESSRYFTRVCRFMARAFORHESL S T
H—/\—&10,

B RUBETHST —YRUSEHAZRT L. ZOHER
ERD EEHLBEECEAK,

(iv) FL7—2ROBHE L OBEER

CHEOOF VAL ABRRELRKICHWN, BHEDOTL T —
IMEZ B 2021F4AN D, TLT—UHOBHEN
HREAZCEEERT D FREERE,

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_
kentoukai.html

B
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_
kentoukai.html

BAZE
https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2021/04/20210401001/20210401001.html
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International Initiatives
Es[Edioipd |

Globalization of corporate activities is progressing as
the growth of emerging and developing markets drives
the expansion of export destinations and the overseas
development of production plants and R&D centers.
Improving predictability of IP rights acquisition, coupled
with appropriate protection and utilization of IP, are critical
both to companies in order to develop overseas business,
and to such countries in order to attract investment by
foreign companies. The JPO is promoting initiatives to
further harmonize IP systems and practices in various
countries and regions, and to improve and strengthen IP
systems in emerging and developing countries.

Harmonization of |P
1 Systems and Practices

In cooperation with the WIPO and foreign IP offices,
the JPO has been working to further harmonize IP
systems and practices for improved convenience when
an applicant files applications for the same invention in
more than one country.

1) Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO

The Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO bring
together Assemblies and other bodies of the Member
States of WIPO and of the Unions administered by WIPO.
They are a series of meetings held annually to discuss
and decide matters related to the entire organization,
such as discussion on the committees’ activity reports
and governing bodies, matters related to the global IP
services, discussion on treaties administered by WIPO,
and staff matters.

HEE - B EETISOMRICKEDEHEDIER, £EMS -
MERAERRDOBIERE. EEFHOI/O—/ILLLEA
TV, ANMEENSOTRER L. MMEDET R
R ERAIL. BECES>TRIUZETEEZRRAT 57,
UFEICE > TINELEOREZF AL O, FEICE
EThd. HARERFTIZ. &E - tHONOMERE - &
ROELSHENC. FREFCHTDANMERREOER -
BIEDIZH DR ZEH TN S,

1 MWBHERE - ZERAOREM

HEEADR CHEBICOWTEREICHETYT 258 0FIEEZE
mESEdco, HRMNAEEKE (WIPO) LREREF
FFe®mA L TRNMERE SERDERSHEMICEHT WD,

1) HRMPFABFEKE (WIPO) IBEERS
WIPOMEE#RE$. WIPOMEERVWIPOLERY 3R

BHOMSFEDEAGHRTH S, BEERDFBH/E CEE M
[CBY 23#m. EREE - BRAECRDIEER. WIPOLE
EBIL#HXNICET 25M. BEEEEF. WIPO2KIZED
PERIIDVWTIOBRRREZTIRETHN. BEREIN
W3,



(i) Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO: Sixty-Third
Series of Meetings (July 2022, Switzerland)

- The assemblies discussed reports on the activities of
each committee; amendments to regulations on the
global IP services under the Geneva Act of the Hague
Agreement, the Madrid Protocol, etc.; the convening
of diplomatic conferences for an International Legal
Instrument Relating to Intellectual Property, Genetic
Resources and Traditional Knowledge Associated with
Genetic Resources, and for the adoption of a Design
Law Treaty (DLT); and assistance for Ukraine, among
other matters.

- Commissioner Hamano delivered a General Statement
on behalf of Japan.*' He said Japan looks forward to
WIPQO’s expansion of the IP Ecosystem under the WIPO
Medium-Term Strategic Plan (MTSP) 2022-2026 by
enhancing user-friendliness, raising IP awareness
among the young generation, and expanding its
support for SMEs, start-ups, and universities, as well
as to WIPQ’s contribution to solving global issues
through initiatives utilizing IP, such as WIPO GREEN.
In addition, he announced that Japan will continue
to support WIPO through working with the Funds-in-
Trust Japan Industrial Property Global (FIT/Japan IP
Global), to which Japan has contributed for more than
30 years, and the WIPO Japan Office.

Commissioner Hamano’s General Statement
BEREICKDEM

(i) $63EWIPOMBERS (2022F7H. X1 R)

- BEBROFEHRE. N—IUHEY 21X —THREHBE - 7

FUY FBEBESEOERLE - ZHRHECHRDRAH
. WIPOEGERERMAHEERCPEREFNTRRD:
HOARBDRE. V771 FXEZICOVWTER.

CHBAEERERL CEABRELN—RER 2TV, WIPOD

RHEEEEHE (MTSP) 2022-20260 6 &. WIPOIZ &
3, I—Y—0OFEER LY, BEEREAOMPER, $
INEE RY— KTy REGENDIELTRZE LT
[MF TS RT L] OIEK. RKTWIPO GREENZ:ED
M EERULEEICK D MERBEREORRICERY
ZENOEFEERAT I EH1C. HED, 30FEMLE
# U T3 Funds-in-Trust Japan Industrial Property
Global>WIPOBAEHKFE DB AEBL T, 51 EHKE=
WIPOZ X L TW< BEXRMA,

General Statement (document)
—RES (XE)
¥ https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/wipo/document/wipo2022/01.pdf
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2) Framework of Developed Countries concerning
Patent System Harmonization (Group B+)

The Group B+, a framework of developed countries
comprised of the IP offices of 47 countries and 2
organizations,*? is aimed at moving toward harmonizing
substantive patent law.

(i) Group B+ Plenary Meeting (September 2022, online)

- The main topics of grace period, conflicting
applications, prior user rights, and prior art toward
patent system harmonization were discussed.

3) Trilateral Heads of Office Meeting

The Trilateral Heads of Office meeting is a forum
established in 1983 by the JPO, the United States Patent
and Trademark Office (USPTO), and the European Patent
Office (EPO). Over the years they have discussed a wide
range of items, including IT, work sharing, and the Patent
Cooperation Treaty (PCT). Nowadays, the meeting is
positioned as a policy discussion forum.

(i) The 40th Trilateral Heads of Office Meeting, etc.
(November 2022, U.S.)

The 40th Trilateral Heads of Office meeting was held

with WIPO participating as an observer. On the previous

day, a Trilateral Heads of Office with Trilateral Industry

meeting was held, joined by the Trilateral User Groups

(1T3: Industry Trilateral) from Japan, the U.S., and

Europe. The discussions at the meetings are as follows:

- The Trilateral Offices presented on their digitalization
efforts. Based on the opinions received from the
IT3, the Offices confirmed to continue to promote
digitization to enhance user friendliness.

- Taking into account the opinions received from
the IT3, the Offices discussed their analysis results
regarding the economic characteristics of industries
which have generated numerous patents in Japan, the
U.S., and Europe.

- The Offices’ support for SMEs were presented. Based
on requests from the IT3, the Offices affirmed to
continue to consider various IP support for SMEs,
which are the source of innovation.

- The Offices presented on their initiatives to have
people from all segments engaged in innovation,
and discussed the possibility of future trilateral
cooperation in this area.

2) HEHERMICEAYT 25 EERS (B+ 28
B+&&d. 47hEORFHFFRU2EE TR SN2 LEE
DBHEHTH D . FIFOEANAIE COFIERMICEIF /=&
ROAAKERWVETZEZBNELTWVWS,

(i) B+&£E (2022498, #v51V)
cEFITL—REUF R, BREE (RABLHE). LEH
ERPETRMOBSC DOV FIERMOA Y% HR,

3) =BT RESS

SEREFTRESSGIE. BAESHF. XERHEERF
(USPTO). BRM4EEFT (EPO) [C& > T19834F (RIS
NEBEHFTHN., TNETIT. 79— 7 UV,
BFMAENE. BEAWABIZOWTERZIT> TET,
REG, BERNBRERZTHOHE L TUEMRITONTWS,

(i) BAOE=BIFFTRESEF (20225114, KEH)
FAOE=ZBFHFTRESAF. 7 7Y —/N—& LTWIPO
WA RESNTZ, ZOSEORIBICE, BRRO=B1—
P-H@FzECEDZBFFTRE - 21—V —260 kK
SN TNODRBICHITEERIUTDOEED,

C ZREERTHHEEL TWET VY IUEADOEEZ BN, =&
A—Y-—HaEIoFEONLERZREA. 21— —0F
BEHZSHZOHICSBRETIYIMEEHEL TV Z &
= HERR.

- BRRICEWTHRFZZ < EHH U EEORFRMEICE
TRoMERE. ZR1—Y-HEroFEONERE
e+

F ZBETHAREL TWSFNEERITOXIEER BN
ZEI1-YP-HEDIODEEZREEZ. 1/ R—=23VD
RRTHHIPNEEIZ, I EMERLBRMPFEEREL
TWL Z &= HER,

FZBETHHOPBIUIBDEEA / R—2 3 VIIEMstE
B1-ODKR4L2BEEEZBNL DD SBRIDDFICEWT
7 L TW S ATREE (S D W TR

*2  WIPO Group B (developed countries) member countries, EU member countries, European Patent Convention (EPC) member countries, the European

Patent Office (EPO), the European Commission, and Korea.

WIPO - B Z)L—7 (5E#E) X V/N\—E. EU X V/A—FE, BINEHFFEN (EPO) XV /N\—E. BMEHFT (EPO). RMEERKRUEE



The 40th Trilateral Heads of Office meeting
from left to right, WIPO (Deputy Director General Jorgenson [observer]), EPO (President Campinos), USPTO (Director
Vidal), JPO (Commissioner Hamano)

% 40 @ =BRHHFTRESE
ENB. WIPO [FILF Y EVEBRRE (# 7Y —/1—2m)]. EPO (A¥E—/ZRHE). USPTO (J1¥ILREB). HEXE
KT (BBHRE)
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4) IP5 Meeting

The IP5 is a forum established in 2007 by the JPO, the
USPTO, the EPO, the China National Intellectual Property
Administration (CNIPA), and the Korean Intellectual
Property Office (KIPO). The IP5 Offices cooperate
broadly on issues such as harmonization of patent laws
and practices, mutual utilization of examination results,
enhancing the quality of patent examinations, and
improving patent information services.

(i) The 15th IP5 Heads Meeting™* (June 2022, online)

- The IP5 Offices exchanged views on the role of IP in
helping to achieve the SDGs.

- The Offices celebrated the 10th anniversary of
cooperation with the IP5 Industry, reviewed the
achievements of IP5 cooperation over the past decade,
and agreed to further reinforce cooperation with the
IP5 Industry.

- As the first project based on the roadmap for
cooperation in the field of new emerging technologies
(NET) and Al, the Offices agreed to launch a project
proposed by the JPO to collect materials on the
examination practices of the IP5 Offices on Al-related
inventions.

The 15th IP5 Heads Meeting
from top left to right, EPO (President Campinos), JPO (then Commissioner Mori and then Deputy Commissioner

Iwasaki), KIPO (Commissioner Lee)

#1508 IP5 RESH
ERENS EPO (WY E—/ZRRE). BAERHT [RRE (4F) RUOSEFSFRE (HH)]). KIPO (1FR). TREN

4) AFF (IP5) =&

IPSR&$. BAEMSHT. KEFFERT (USPTO). &K
MEFFT (EPO). REERMHEERS (CNIPA). BES
FT (KIPO) 124> T20074 ICAIRS NI HHEHTH D,
BHOIBICE 1 2 HIEERBAN - BABRROBENR - BE
DEDE L - BFBERY —CAOREEORBIOVT, 1B
EWMBAZEIT> TV,

(i) #I5EIPSRESS* (2022F6A. v 31Y)

- SDGSERICAFIZHM DRE DWW T BRI Z R,

CAFEEFA-—Y-FHFEOHREHI0OEFZHR L. BE1O
FOEFBADHERZRNIRZD L& HI2. 2—F—HiFE
DESHRDELZHABEICER.

SR AIDBOBRAICET SEEO— Yy FITED
<K#o7Aarzy e LT BEERFTHIRE LA
BEEXBICRIATOEERBICHI2ENNE OV
7 hDII5 EIFICAER.

from bottom left to right, CNIPA (Commissioner Shen), USPTO (Director Vidal), WIPO (Deputy Director General
Jorgenson [observer])

5 CNIPA (B/BR). USPTO (Y« #ILRE). WIPO [TV EVEBBRE (# 74 —/1\—3m)]

2 English
https://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2022/0613_001.html

B
https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2022/06/20220613001/20220613001.html
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https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2022/06/20220613001/20220613001.html

5) ID5 Meeting

The ID5 is a framework established in 2015 to promote
international cooperation in the field of industrial
designs by the JPO, the USPTO, the European Union
Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO), the CNIPA, and
the KIPO.

(i) The 2022 ID5 Mid Term Meeting (June 2022, Spain
and online)

The ID5 Offices discussed the progress and next
steps of various projects, including the “Study on the
Admissibility of Internet Information as Legitimate
Disclosure for Novelty Examinations” (co-led by the
JPO and the CNIPA) and the “Study on Recommended
Design Practices” (co-led by the JPO and the USPTO).

(ii) The 8th ID5 Annual Meeting (October 2022, Belgium
and online)
At this meeting hosted by the EUIPO, the ID5 Offices
adopted new cooperative projects, discussed the
progress and future plans of ongoing cooperative
projects, and adopted the 2022 ID5 Joint Statement
and the Operational Guidelines objectives, among
other things, and affirmed to strengthen international
cooperation in the design field, such as adapting to NET.
The outcomes of this meeting are published on the ID5
website.*4
- The Offices adopted the ID5’s first recommended
practices document for the “Study on the Admissibility
of Internet Information as Legitimate Disclosure for
Novelty Examinations”** and agreed on its publication.
Similarly, the Offices agreed to publish final reports,
which constitute an outcome of their cooperation,
for the “Deferment of Publication”, “Remedies and
Relief for Industrial Design Infringement”, and “Term
of Protection” projects. The Offices also discussed the
way forward for the other eight projects.

5) BEAF (ID5) &&

ID51$. BAEHHT, KEMFEET (USPTO). ERNE
BHMMET (EUIPO). TEERMMERER (CNIPA).
BERFT (KIPO) 2k 0. BEAFICHT2ERNRR
NEHET B720(C. 2015F(CAIRS NIBEH TH B,

(i) 2022fID5HMEE (2022F6A. ARA Y RUF
v54Y)

HAERHFTECNIPAKYERTY — KR35 [HEESEIC

BTy —2y MEROTEHMICET /5], BEAE

BHFEUSPTONRETY — R % MEEEREHKICET

MR EOKX AT TV MIDLWTGEBRIRUOSHEDA

=11 Oy

(i) #EIDSERSEA (20225108, NILF—RUF

v354Y)

EUIPODRZA M KD BESNIZSREE T, FRHGH

70V Y hFORIR, BEOHBATIOY TV FOEBKRIK

USHBOAHDOER. 2022FIDSHERAFARTEE L1 R

A v [BE] ORREETV. FIRHAONGLRERR

DPEOEBRBNDBRIEEER LUz, BB, SREEGDOHREIT.

ID5Y = 7Y+ K TAR.

C[HEMEECE TR VY —2y MEROTEHECET
BT TlE, ID5THH TOHRBREXE IR SN,
ARRDODARICER, [ARDEHR]. [BEFEEREDKE .

MREHRE] 0&F 7Oz 7 MIBEWTERAKRIC, B
DHRRTHZ2RICBEEOARICER, TDf8>D /O
TV MIDWTSHDEDH % EHRo

English
http://id-five.org/

k5 It documents specific design practices which the ID5 recommends to IP offices and
users.
HPAFPL—H—ICH LT ID5 & LTHRT 2 RGHNAREICHYT 2RBE2XELLLED,
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- The Offices adopted the following new cooperative
projects: “Indication for Registered Designs”, which
will conduct a comparative study on the indication
systems for registered designs of each office*¢ with
a view to establishing and implementing a common
registered design mark for the ID5 Offices in the
future; “Protection of Digital Design in Metaverse”;
“E-learning Platform on Graphical Representation
for SMEs”; and “Assessment of Design”, which will
conduct a comparative study on finding of the
design in the determination of novelty in design
examinations.*’

- At the user session for user representatives from
industry groups and agent organizations, the Offices
reported on the latest status related to designs,
and users expressed opinions on expectations for
the digitization of procedures and challenges of
hybrid work. Furthermore, the Offices and users
exchanged opinions on the cooperative projects being
implemented by the ID5.

The 8th ID5 Annual Meeting
attending in person: from left to right, WIPO (Director Bisson of The Hague Registry [observer]), JPO (Director-
General Nonaka of the Patent and Design Examination Department [Physics, Optics, Social Infrastructure and
Designl), EUIPO (Executive Director Archambeau), USPTO (Principal Counsel Gerk), KIPO (Director General Mok of
the Trademark & Design Examination Bureau)
attending online: CNIPA (Director General Bai of the International Cooperation Department)
(Photo: EUIPO/Nicolas Economou)

% 8@ ID5 FREE

BFICB 3 BEEBRETHE COUBREEETS> L L b

2. FROETHEEHFEEY— 7 DRE - EFEALR
BICAN: [BHREEICHRDIRER] OMIC, [XF/1-2
CHEFRTYA VRE] [HNEERFONERRICEY
%e5—Zv 0TSy T —Ll. BEEEOHRIES
WICHE T RENREEZ LERBEMET 5 [EIED ]
EHfABHTOI T M UTER,

- ERAR-RBARGRED - -—HKREENRE Liz1—

H—tvavTld, ETHLEEORIRRICDOWVWTER
EH N, - —HDOFHEOTIFILEADEF. EE
BHANORE. (CHTHIREORERMNMTHOhN. HIC.
IDSAEDHZHATAT T MMIOWTA—H—EDER

RipsmE, £55. WIPO [EY Y N—7&FHR (F 7Y —/N\—2m)]. BXAERHT (FHBFEZFE—HBR). EVIPO (7

—Y v YR—RBE). USPTO (A—2XEmEM). KIPO (E/BEETY A VEERR)

FYS4vBME, CNIPA (N1 ERAETER)
(BEE#2# : EUIPO/Nicolas Economou)

k6 Inthe case of Japan, the indication of design registration system stipulated in Article
64 of the Design Act.
BATIE, BEES 64 £ICHEY 2BEBRFRHE,

*7

BAEE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/id5/document/index/
project-overview.pdf
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6) TM5 Meeting

The TM5 is a framework established in 2011 to promote
international cooperation in the field of trademarks by the
JPO, the USPTO, the EUIPO, the CNIPA, and the KIPO.

(i) The 2022 TM5 Mid Term Meeting (April 2022, U.S.
and online)

The JPO reported on the progress of the “Bad-Faith

Trademark Project”, the “IT Support for Trademark

Examination Project”, and the “User Association Involvement

Project” led by the JPO.

(ii) The 11th TM5 Annual Meeting (October 2022,
Belgium and online)

This meeting hosted by the EUIPO was a memorable
one marking the 10th anniversary of the TM5. The TM5
Offices adopted future goals, shared updates, and held
active discussions on the 16 cooperative projects and
one newly proposed project, including their results and
progress and the way forward. In addition, a user session
was held. The outcomes of this meeting are published
on the TM5 website.*®

The discussions held by the Offices on the JPO-led

projects and the overview of the user session are as

follows:

- Regarding the “Bad-Faith Trademark Project”, the
Offices agreed to publish an upgraded version of the
report on bad-faith trademark filings and a digest version
of the case examples. They also agreed to conduct
regular awareness-raising seminars to disseminate
the results of TMS5 initiatives, and to conduct the next
seminar in the Philippines in February 2023.

- Regarding the “IT Support for Trademark Examination
Project”, the Offices agreed to hold an expert meeting
in 2023 following on from 2022.

- Regarding the “User Association Involvement Project”,
the Offices agreed to hold the 7th TM5 Joint Workshop
during the International Trademark Association (INTA)
Annual Meeting in May 2023, and also agreed that
the theme of the workshop would be “Proving Use of
Trademarks in TM5 Offices”.

6) BEAF (TM5) =&

TMSI$, BAERET. KRERKFEET (USPTO). B
EAFMMET (EUIPO). REERMBEERS (CNIPA),
BERIFT (KIPO) (C& 0. BRAFICHT2EENLH
NEHET B0, 2011 FICAIRSNBEH TH B,

(i) 2022FETM5HEEE (2022548, KERTA VS

1)
BAEEHFN) - RT3 [BEOBEIOS M. [FE
EREEXEBIZITY—I/ILAY I b, 12— —5@E
7OV~ OEBRREERSE LI,

(i) EB1METM5ERKE (2022F10A. NILF—RY
FV54Y)
EUIPODKRR MMZ KD REEEINSREEIE. TM5HY10R
FEEMZDERINERETHN. SEBROBEEZFRIRT D&
LB, BEFOBRFRAOEFR, 160HAHTOT TV b
EMMOOFERESOVT I MIOWT, BRESUEY
RRDFE L SHEOEDARE ICET ZFERBRET
foo oo I—P—tvyavEfE, b, SREADRK
R(x, TM5T 7Y A b*3 TR,
HAERHTOY —RT270V o MI>WTo@EAERDS
1I—Y—ty a3 vOBREIIUTDEED,
C[EBREOBEIOYVIV N TlE. BEEOBEHEICET
ZHREEDHETIR. RV, ILFREBEAEDS 12 T X Mk
DARIZDOVWTAEE, TMS5 TOEHEDERZLD D EHR
CIF—AEHNCHETZ . R REDEIF—
2023281274 VEY THET DI EICOPVWTEE,
c[EEBEE®BITAITY—I/IL7OY o b Tl 2022
FE(I5|ERE. 2023F L EFIRSEGEFETSHZLICD
WTEE,
fa—-v—s@E7O0V 7 b TIE 2023F58 OEBE
ERRERRRCEWTER [TMS5Y 34V - T—2
vavr/] zHETSHI L. RO, ¥FT7—o2avTD
T—<% [TMS&TICHE T 2EEDERGER] &352

ETHRE,

English
YEd, http://tmfive.org/
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- At the user session for industry groups and agent - R - RBARFRSEEZNIRE LI -ty a3y
TRMFERARTHELEEIC,
anniversary of the TM5 was published, and the Offices SIS BRSSO N TOBEEER, £, [FE
PHBTFRIEIRRIIEZ S
HP—ICKBBEZEML. 5L, TMSOFAY TS b -
exchanged opinions with users through discussions on EBICETRETA XAy avEBLT, A-Y-LOR

organizations, a booklet commemorating the 10th <lZ. TM5DO10BEAZS

A

gave remarks on their latest measures. In addition, a
user delivered a presentation on the “New technologies
impact on IP offices and business”, and the Offices

TM5 projects and activities. Rz £,

The 11th TM5 Annual Meeting

attending in person: from left to right, JPO (Director-General Nomura of the Trademark and Customer Relations
Department), EUIPO (Executive Director Archambeau), WIPO (Director General Tang [observer]), USPTO
(Commissioner for Trademarks Gooder)

attending online: from left to right, CNIPA (Inspector [Director General Level] Yuan of the International Cooperation
Department), KIPO (Director Park of the Trademark Examination Policy Division)

£11 6 TM5 £R2E

BihsmE. £h o, BAERHTT (BRBEEEPRE) . EUIPO(7—Y+ ViIR—KE)  WIPO[Y VEBRBE (4 7H'—/1\—2m)].
USPTO (¥/'—%—EiERER)

FVSa4vsmE. £hH. CNIPA (27 VEBEERKREE). KIPO (N EEEEBRRR)

1H7F—v&lLz.a—



7) Meetings with East Asia

Meetings among the heads of the JPO, the CNIPA,

and the KIPO have been held repeatedly, since 1994

between Japan and China and since 20017 among Japan,

China, and Korea, to cooperate with each other in the

fields of patents, designs, and trademarks, etc.

- The 29th Heads Meeting between the JPO and the
CNIPA was held. The offices confirmed the outcomes
of their cooperation in such fields as patent, design,
trademark, automation, trial/appeal, and human
resource development, and agreed to continue and
reinforce the cooperation in the future (November
2022, online).

+ The 22nd TRIPO Heads Meeting among the JPO, the
CNIPA and the KIPO was held. The offices confirmed
the outcomes of their cooperation in such fields as
design, trademark, trial/appeal, and human resource
development, and agreed to continue and reinforce
the cooperation in the future (November 2022,
online).

- The 10th TRIPO User Symposium was held on the
theme of “Contribution of IP System to Achieving
Carbon Neutrality” (November 2022, online).

+ The 11th Japan-China-Korea Design Forum was held
as part of the trilateral cooperation on designs (August
2022, online).

- The 4th TRIPO User Symposium (for Trademark) was
held as part of the trilateral cooperation on trademarks
(September 2022, online).

In addition, as a non-intergovernmental framework, the
Japan-Taiwan Economic and Trade Conference has been
co-hosted by the Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association
and the Taiwan Japan Relations Association since 1976,
where issues such as IP right protection have also been
discussed. Based on an agreement made at the Japan-
Taiwan Economic and Trade Conference, information
on the latest measures as well as examination and trial/
appeal practices on both sides has been exchanged
with the aim of increasing the mutual understanding
of and further improving both IP systems and practices
under the framework of the host associations, with the
cooperation of examiners and administrative judges
of the JPO and the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office
(TIPO) in the fields of patent, design, trademark, and
trial/appeal.

- The 45th Japan-Taiwan Economic and Trade Conference

was held (February 2022, online).

7) R7IT7HIBOEE

B TIE1994E M, BHhETE 2001 6% RESE

kG L TR L. R, BE. AESBETORNEER

LTW3,

- EEBFRFTFRESAEMEL. 1555 BRE. BE.
i, B, AMBREDOEZABTOHAIZOWT, BUE
MR ESHOBOOME - AR (2022F118. #
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- BREHFRETFTRESGZHEL. BERE. @iE. 2.
AMBREOEDHFOHBAICOVWT, BHERR & SHDOH
AO#EE - b ERER (2022F118. AV 51 V),

- BI0EBAHFBRFTY VYRIY VLR, [h—RY=Za—+t
SILERANEITT-MEHEDEM] 27 —v & LTHE
(2022F11B. AV 351 V),

cHHFETOEREEABOHBAOO—D2& LT, F11EH+FE
THAY 7+ =5 L&EFE (202298, A V31 V),

- BB TOBENBFOHBAD—o& LT, F4EIH+TER
Bi1—H—2VRID LEREQO2L2EIR.AVI1 V),

o, FBFEOREHRE LT, BEARERRBR EAEH
FERBENERT 2HAESREFRBMI76EL LR
ENTEHEN. MNFEEDRES SOV TERENICHRED
ThNTWa, RAOMWMERE - EROHEEEBLER
PUEICAIT. HREGRASBTOREICEDE, mHz
DOBREHDT THEF. BE. AR BHOEDFICEVWTNR
ANEEE - BHEMH AL, RADRHFOBERLEE - &
HERBICOVWTERRBRZIT> T\,

- EASHHAEERESBERME(Q022F2B. AV 51Y),
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8) Initiatives for IP Protection Through Economic
Partnership Agreements

Japan has actively concluded economic partnership
agreements (EPAs), mainly with Asian countries, with
the aim of strengthening wide-ranging economic
relations. IP is included in the areas of negotiations, as
part of the efforts for developing an environment that
contributes to trade and investment expansion. In IP
related negotiations, Japan seeks adequate, effective,
and balanced IP protection that exceeds the level of the
TRIPS Agreement, as well as efficient and transparent
practices and sufficient and effective enforcement.
In addition, Japan carries out initiatives that require
counterpart countries to appropriately and thoroughly
implement EPAs that have entered into force.

(i) EPAs Under Negotiation

Japan is engaged in the negotiations for the Japan-
China- Republic of Korea Free Trade Agreement (FTA),
the Japan-Turkey EPA, etc. Among them, the Japan-
China-Republic of Korea FTA is an FTA with Japan’s
major trading partners, China and Korea. The GDP and
the trade amounts of the three countries combined
account for approximately 20% of the world’s total and
approximately 70% of Asia’s total. The three countries
will continue negotiations toward the conclusion of
a comprehensive, high-level, and mutually beneficial
agreement, in order to give the FTA an added value that
exceeds that of the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) Agreement, which entered into
force on January 1, 2022.

9) IP Protection Initiatives of the WTO Council
for TRIPS

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is an international
organization which implements and administers
the WTO agreements stipulating international rules
related to trade (Agreement Establishing the World
Trade Organization and its Annexes), with 164
member countries and regions as of January 2023. The
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights (TRIPS) aims to oblige members to
adopt minimum standards of protection for IP rights and
establish procedures for the enforcement of those rights.
The WTO’s TRIPS Council examines compliance with the
obligations under the TRIPS Agreement and discusses
matters related to the agreement at its regular meetings
held three times a year, among other fora.

8) BHEBHELE C-MANMEREZEDIVE
BAEE. BAEWVREBEROBEIEEZEEL T 7YTHERE
UL FEERE (EPA) OfHEABBNICITo>TEHED,
B  RELKICET2REZEREDO—IRE U THNHEICD
WTERBSDEFICEDTWD, MINMESIBF TORFICTEWN
TIE. TRIPSHEICHESI NS REAKEE LEIZ+0. ¥
WL DONT Y ZAOBNI-MNHEREZBIET L L (2.
MEMNHDOEAMUDOH DEA. KU, TADOMRNBIY
TH—RAAY FOBFEREEELTWS, £, EWFDEPA
[22WT, HBFEICKH L AN DHEELETZKD S0
£ T-oTW5,

(i) XHHDEPA

HAEG HRPEEHEZESHE (HPBFTA). HHLO
EPAZDORSZIT>TWD, NHDS> HEHAPEFTAR. &
AEICE>TEERESGHFETHIPERVBEEZHF &
TBHFTATH D, 3NEDGDPRUVEZEIT. HREHEDH
20%. 7IVTOMNI0% EED D, S 2022F181HIC
LN SEREEE (RCEP) HEZ LE SN
fifEZNETNL, SIEHE. EN. SKEHNODEENR
BEDFEREIZRAIT TR Sz MY 5 FE.

9) WTO/TRIPS BERICH T BB EREA
D)V

HREZHE (WTO) (. BRICHET KR4 2ER/IL—
IWEEDHIZWTOBE (WTORIBERSZDNEIHE) D
R - ERFZTOEBREETHD. 2023F18KRT164
DE - HHELSMBL TWD, TRIPSHEIS. MNMEES
BRICOWTRERECEFITEFROEFEZNERE CES
DB EEZENELTED, WTODTRIPSEER T,
TRIPSHEICEA L. ABEICEIKBEHOEFRANDEER
. ARFECETZ2FEEICOVWTORERSENTHOhN. BF3
ORESNZBERGETERI SN TV,



(i) International Discussions on the TRIPS Waiver Proposal
At the TRIPS Council meeting in October 2020, India
and South Africa submitted a proposal for a temporary
waiver from certain provisions of the TRIPS Agreement
(provisions on protection of copyrights, designs, patents,
and undisclosed information and enforcement of those
rights) for the prevention, containment, and treatment
of COVID-19 (TRIPS Waiver Proposal). As a result of
continuous discussions at the TRIPS Council, Ministerial
Decision on the TRIPS Agreement was adopted at
the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference (MC12) held
from June 12 to 17, 2022 to clarify and simplify the
procedures for compulsory licenses under the TRIPS
Agreement, limited to the subject matter of a patent
required for the production and supply of COVID-19
vaccines.

Subsequently, based on the provision in the Ministerial
Decision that members will decide on its extension to
cover the production and supply of COVID-19 diagnostics
and therapeutics no later than six months from the
date of the Decision, the TRIPS Council held a series of
discussions but was not able to reach consensus among
the members by the deadline. At the General Council
meeting on December 20, 2022, it was agreed to extend
the deadline.

(ii) Other Discussions at the TRIPS Council

In addition to the discussions on the TRIPS Waiver
Proposal, Japan has been actively sharing information
and exchanging opinions with other members regarding
various matters related to the TRIPS Agreement.
For example, for “IP & Innovation,” an agenda item
discussed at successive regular meetings of the TRIPS
Council, Japan has actively presented on its initiatives
in line with the topics covered at each meeting and
contributed to lively international discussions.

(i) 2xAN—RERICHT 2 ERNIRER

2020 10BDTRIPSEER(CEWVWT, 1V R -E77UhH
M FEIOFIAIILABRED TR - #HUAD - BED
OICTRIPSHE LO—BDHEHE (EEE. 2R, 1557, EH
TERORERVTZNODEFTEICET2EHE) 1TOWT
UERKRT D EDRR (V1 /N\—EX) %fTo7 TRIPS
BELTHENRITONLBER. BRIEMWIC. 202256A12
B~178I(CHESINALE12EWTORESSE (MC12) (28
WT, FROOF DI FUELEE - HIGT 2 OICHELRS
HFICHERERE LT, TRIPSIHE EDRFIEHEIEZR S FHt
% EARE(L - BRI T 2RBOEBREN R INT,

Ffo. ZOHB. YHBEERTEICEITS. YFREOAN 64
AUANIZ, ZORREFREIOF V1 IILABRFEDZRIER
NAEEICIEKT 2N ENERET D EDREICEDE,
TRIPSEES TRIERNMNMTONIH, HIRE TICEMER
BTAREICEST. 20225128200 —REBERIZE VT,
BROMBEIRE SNT=,

(ii) ZOMEDOTRIPSEERICH TS HHA
DIAN—RE(CETIERMA. TRIPSHEIZET %
RARBEIIOWT, BHEIGBEBNICHA Y NN—EDET
BFHREFPERRBEET>TWS, flZX(£, TRIPSEES
DRROBESKEICEVWTERBINTVWIERETHDIP &
InnovationTlE, FEITWN EIFfont7—<I(THh->TH
HNEORMEZ BB ICBN L. ERNAEROEE L ICER
LTW3,
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2 Support for ImBrovement of IP Systems in

Emerging and Developing Counries
Companies from around the world regard emerging and
developing countries such as ASEAN countries and India
as promising locations for their business development.
In these emerging and developing countries, there is
a pressing need to improve and strengthen IP systems
from the perspective of developing the investment
environment.

1) ASEAN

The JPO is cooperating with the ASEAN IP offices, not
only through bilateral support based on their respective
needs, but also through multilateral platforms such as
the ASEAN-Japan Heads of [P Offices Meeting.

(i) ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting (August
2022, Malaysia), etc.

- The 12th ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting
was held in August 2022, and the offices formulated
the “ASEAN-Japan IP Rights Action Plan 2022-2023".
As part of this plan, they agreed that, in addition to
their conventional cooperation, the JPO will provide
training for the ASEAN [P Academy, a training institute
of ASEAN. In addition, the Economic Research
Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) presented
an interim report of their study on patent examination
practices of Al and loT-related inventions in ASEAN
countries (second phase) and study on the utilization
of patent information. In November 2022, the 3rd
ASEAN-Japan Patent Experts Meeting was held,
and the JPO and the ASEAN [P offices shared their
knowledge concerning patent examination practices
of loT-related inventions and issues involved in the
mistranslation of documents for patent applications.

The 12th ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting
% 12 EIH ASEAN FHFTRERS

ASEANEE VY1 v FEDHEE - 2 LEF. EEEENS
FEEREELTAERINTVWD, ITNOHMEEFICEW
T, RERBEOREFFORRN D, MPMERIEDOER -
BIENRBER>TWVWD,

1) ASEAN

BAEBHF(F. ZNZhOEO=—X(ICESW2ERO
HEL T, BASEANBHFRESALR ESEHDE
%AERA LT, ASEANSEEDRMPMER & DBAEED T W
2o

(i) BASEANKEFTRESRG(202248RA.YL—27)F
- 2022%8 R ICE 12 HASEANFT RESA ZRfEL.

THASEANRIEF 7”2 >3~ 75 22022-2023] %=&KTE,
CNIZEND. INETEERDBAICIMA. ASEANDH
BB TH HASEAN IP P AT I —~DOHHERBICDOW
TABMAT E7 V7 - ASEANBFERR LY 5 —HbH,
ASEANEZE DAl - oTEERBOHHFEETERICET S
RE (E2H) CRHFBRROFERRRICETSREOTE
HREZEM, 2022F118(21%, F3EIBASEANSFERM
ReGZmMEL. BRERFFT S ASEANREOMAHE
TEDET, loTEEXBADODEERB CRFHEICETS
REROMEICET 2MEZHE,




(ii) High Level and Working Level Interactions

- Commissioner Hamano and the Director General
of the Intellectual Property Corporation of Malaysia
(MyIPO) held a meeting and signed a letter of intent
on the future exchange of patent and trademark
gazette data between the two countries (July 2022,
Switzerland).

- Bilateral and multilateral meetings were held between
senior officials of the JPO and senior officials of
ASEAN [P offices.

- Beginning in January 2022, the meetings among the
JPO, practitioners of ASEAN IP offices and Japanese
companies have been held.

(i) Support to ASEAN IP Offices

- The JPO dispatched long-term experts to Indonesia
and Vietnam to provide timely and on-demand
support.

- The JPO conducted training and held seminars
concerning patent, trademark, and design examination
practices, etc. for personnel of ASEAN IP offices.

(i) NTLARIL - EBEHELANILICBIT R ROREE

CEPFRBLVL-VTANVEARRENSHK L. SHBO
MEORS - BEOART — Y OKBICET ZHHAEEIC
EZ (2022F7H. A1 R),

- BARBHFFHEE. ASEANDOE < ORI EFESEE &
D2EMHE - ZEBEOSHK & EHE,

C202F 1B L BARGESZ EART. ASEANDE4 DA
W EFS L £EEBOERR R % R,

(i) BHNHAETNDXZIE

A YRR RMFLICEMIRERAREL. Y 1LY —
MOA VT IV REXEE RN,

- ASEANDE< ORINMEFTBEICH L, KE5F - BiF -
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2) India

Through a deepening of cooperative relations in the field

of IP, the JPO is supporting the expansion of investments

and business by Japanese companies in India, which is
attracting attention as an emerging market.

- A bilateral meeting was held between then
Commissioner Mori and the Ambassador of India to
Japan (June 2022, Tokyo).

- The JPO gave a presentation on the Japan-India
Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) pilot program at
a seminar hosted by Startup India and the Embassy of
India Tokyo, Japan (July 2022, online).

- A meeting was held between Commissioner Hamano
and Deputy Commissioner Katsura from Japan
and the Controller General of Patents, Designs
and Trade Marks (CGPDTM) from India. They
exchanged opinions on the Japan-India Action Plan
and the Japan-India PPH pilot program (July 2022,
Switzerland).

- At a seminar hosted by the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CI1) and the JETRO New Delhi Office,
Deputy Commissioner Katsura delivered opening
remarks, and the JPO gave a presentation on the use
of green technology by Indian companies (September
2022, online).

- At a seminar hosted by the ClI, Deputy Commissioner
Katsura delivered opening remarks, and the JPO gave
a presentation on building global IP partnerships
(November 2022, online).

- A follow-up seminar was held to follow up on those
who completed training provided by the JPO and to
maintain and strengthen their network with Japan
(December 2022, India).

2) 1V F

HABRRFT S, INHESTICEIT2HNBROZFLEZE

CT. FEMHE L TCEEINS A Y RAOERIPELEDE

B-EVXRAEREXIELTWS,

HRE (4B & BRI Y RREFEtOBETCQEBOSE
%R (2022F6H. B|X).

CRY—=bTY T AT TROERA Y RAEEEED
T I+—(2TC, BEIPPHRT 7OV S LICET 2HEES
=iE (2022F78. V51 V),

- EBEBRERVEREL, 1Y NETEEBEERERBELD
HMEEOE2Ea%TVL. BE7Z 23y 75 Y RUHM
PPHRIT 7AV S LAICOWTEBRRMERER (202247
B. 21 2A),

AV RIEEBRVBAESIREEE (JETRO) —a2—
TY—BERAEEOEIF—IIT. EEENSLBHEIZKRE
HETS5LedlC. AV RBEICETZSU—VFo /0
V—DERET—Y & LI-BERERFTHN O D#EEZ X

(2022898, #>¥51V),

AV RIEERFEOLI S —ICT, EEENSBHEICE
BEITS L2 FO="NILIPIR—hF—2y TOREE
ET—XEU-HAERTFT IO DEEZER (20224
1B, #v314V),

- BAREFHFTICEDREHEINEHEDETED 7+ 0—
Ty ITRUOBNIEED XY b7 —0 DR - b BN E
Lf740-7y 73+ —%FH (2022128, 1V
R)o

Bilateral meeting between the JPO and the office of CGPDTM (left:
CGPDTM Pandit, right: Commissioner Hamano)

BAERHT A Y PRFBEERERB LD 2EBSE (£ /v T 1y bF
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3) Middle East

The JPO is building close cooperative relationships
with the countries of the Middle East through not only
bilateral ties but also multilateral framework, etc.

- As part of cooperative activities in the IP field between
the JPO and the Saudi Authority for Intellectual
Property (SAIP), a workshop on quality user
satisfaction*® was held with the aim of deepening
mutual understanding of the actual state of quality
management in patent examination (October 2022,
online).

- The "Third Session of Asian-Arab IP Dialogue between
Japan and selected Arab countries" on "Utilizing the
Intellectual Property System for Economic, Social, and
Cultural Development in the Digital Era” was held with
the aim of sharing knowledge and exchanging views
in the field of intellectual property between Japan and
the Arab region. (January 2023, Egypt)

3) H¥E
BAERHTIIPRFBEE OB, 2EALIT TR, $H
BoOREH+EZEL T, BELHBABRERERVNTVDS,
YOI TISETHNMERB E OMNRENTICE T 51
HO—RELT, FFEEOREEEDER(CODVLWTIHEEA
BRAEFRODZEEBNELZRE - -V —HEEICE
T37—02 3y TREE (20226108, £V 51 V),
CBARET S THIBORNHESFICESIT2MBEOEBERY
BERXBAENE LT, [FTYVYIILBRORE - ##5- X
CREBD-ODHMNMES AT LDFERIZT—<IZ, [5#
3EE 7S TMENEE R (20235F18. TV TR,

Workshop

T—=03 3y IOKTF

*9 =]
. English
7 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/ugoki/202210/2022101701.html
BAZE
-2 https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/ugoki/202210/2022101707.html

*10 H
7 e English
#® https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/ugoki/202302/2023021002.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/ugoki/202302/2023021002.html

The Third Session of Asian-Arab |P Dialogue

from left to right, League of Arab States (Director Zaki), JPO (Deputy
Commissioner Katsura) and Regional Bureau for Arab Countries of WIPO
(Director Abdelnasser)
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4) Africa

The JPO is building close cooperative relationships

with the countries of Africa by strengthening support

provided through regional IP offices (African Regional

Intellectual Property Organization [ARIPO] and the

African Intellectual Property Organization [Organisation

Africaine de la Propriete Intellectuelle (OAPI)]) as well

as establishing bilateral ties, etc.

- Under the support of FIT/Japan IP Global, the JPO
held a regional forum on “IP and Youth” to discuss
effective and comprehensive utilization of IP rights
systems*"" (April 2022, online). In addition, the JPO
held a webinar on “IP and Innovation for SMEs in
Africa”,*12 an |IP event for all of Africa connected with
the 8th Tokyo International Conference on African
Development (TICAD8) (September 2022, online).

- The JPO exchanged opinions with African IP offices
and organizations (ARIPO, OAPI, South Africa, and
Tunisia) on cooperative projects in Africa supported
by FIT/Japan IP Global, and on the JPO’s human
resource development training, etc. for developing
countries in Africa, respectively (July 2022).

- Director-General Yasuda of the Trial and Appeal
Department sent a video message to the session of the
ARIPO Administrative Council held in Mozambique
and to the session of the OAPI Administrative Council
held in Cameroon. He expressed that the JPO will
continue to provide cooperation in the IP field
necessary for the independent and sustainable growth
of Africa*’3 (ARIPO: November 2022, OAPI: December
2022).

- The WIPO-ARIPO-MIP Alumni Regional Workshop,*'4
a program supported by FIT/Japan IP Global, was held
for graduates of the Master’s Degree in Intellectual
Property (MIP) program at Africa University, with
the aim of upgrading the graduates’ knowledge of IP
and supporting the development of human networks
(December 2022, Zimbabwe).

4) 729N

BARESFTET7 7 Hh#EE OB T, 2EBZITTHL,
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DT T7VHMBMERKE (OAP)] #BU-XEZ®ILT

BRE, BELBHBOBREENTVS,

- Funds-in-Trust Japan Industrial Property Global% &
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BRI DO MM EEE] 27 —<7ICLERT 5 —
S LM %BME (202248, AV 31 V), £ $8[E
77 hEERE (TICADS) (CEELEF 7Y HheE%
WRELAMBEARY LT, THNEEDHDHEL
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(202298, #v 31 V),

- REMPT - #B (ARIPO. OAPI, 7 7Y ARUF 2
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FINEEY 27 7 ) hEdRE LIsE EEAMBRIHMES
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(ARIPO:2022%11H. OAPI : 2022%12RH).

<77V AKRZEDOAMEEE L [Master's Degree in
Intellectual Property (MIP)] 7?04 5 LDET 4%
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Trust Japan Industrial Property Globalz Z B L 1= %
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Webinar (September 2022)

VIEF—OKF 202259 A)

5) Central and South America

The JPO is building close cooperative relationships with
Central and South American countries by cooperating
in human resource development and examination,
including multilateral support through WIPO.

- Then Commissioner Mori delivered opening remarks
through a video message at the Caribbean Blue
Economy Forum, which was held under the support of
FIT/Japan IP Global (March 2022).

- Commissioner Hamano and Deputy Commissioner
Katsura held a bilateral meeting with the President of
the National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI)
of Brazil. In addition, they signed a Memorandum of
Cooperation (MoC) aiming to deepen cooperative
relations in the industrial property field (July 2022,
Switzerland).

- Deputy Commissioner Katsura held a bilateral
meeting with the Director General of the National
Institute of Industrial Property (INAPI) of Chile and
the Deputy Superintendent of the Superintendence
of Industry and Commerce (SIC) of Colombia,
respectively (July 2022, Switzerland).

- Deputy Commissioner Katsura attended the WIPO
Regional Meeting of the Directors of Industrial
Property Offices in Latin American Countries, which
was held under the support of FIT/Japan IP Global
and attended by IP offices from 16 Latin American
countries, and gave the opening remarks and a lecture
(October 2022, Peru).

- Deputy Commissioner Katsura held a bilateral
meeting with the Executive President of the National
Institute for the Defense of Competition and
Protection of Intellectual Property (INDECOPI) of
Peru, the INPI President of Brazil, and the Director
General of the Institute of Industrial Property (IMPI)
of Mexico, respectively, and exchanged opinions on
bilateral cooperative relations (October 2022, Peru).
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6) Providing Training for Emerging and
Developing Countries, etc.

The JPO has been providing training, etc. in order to
improve and strengthen the IP systems in emerging and

developing countries.

6) ¥EE - FEEEOMICEH T HTHERME

BAERTT(E. FE8E - 2 LEICH T 2ANMEREDE

% - LD, MEDRMEEEHEL TW5,

NI SFUARUVTVIIICEIT2RFBEEETRE
ULPCTERNEBOEEICET 27— 3y o, 74

- The JPO provided support for the holding of

workshops on examination in the PCT national phase
for patent examiners in Bangladesh and Angola and a
workshop on IP enforcement in the Philippines, etc.

+The JPO conducted 16 training courses online

and by invitation for IP-related personnel (such
as government officials, including examiners, and
IP-related personnel from private companies and
universities) from various countries (mainly the Asia-
Pacific region, Central and South America, and Africa).
The JPO conducted training on a variety of topics, such
as examination practices, the international application
system, IT system, anti-counterfeit measures, and
Academia-Industry Collaboration. The trainees also
exchanged views on various IP issues.

UEVIZBITDIYI74—AAV MNMIBETZ 77— 3y
TEOREEXIE,

C VIUTRPERE, FEK P HEEEEFLETD

E4 OV ERRE (BEEEZE20BNBE. RELSE
RUOKRZIZH S 5 AMOHERBRES) (SN L16DHHED—
REF VA4V RUBAWI TR, BEEEH, ERLE
HE. Bk, REER, EREESEKR2MMEI YT
VY ERBT L L HIC. SMERTREXRE R,

7) International Training Instructors*"

The JPO provides cooperation on the practical aspects
of patent examination, mainly through its international
training instructors, to examiners in emerging countries
including ASEAN countries, in order to support Japanese

companies expanding their business to those countries.

7) ERRSEERE""
HAERFT TlE. BAREOHFEEEADTO—/\LiE
EERZXEY 2O, BRIMEEEREZH L LT,
ASEANFEEZ(FLH LT 2HMEEEREEICNT 2 HFER
RBEBETOWMNZIT> TV,
- BTHEEEHRE . FAEEOXRBRBRIEELEEE

- The international training instructors are comprised of

29 examiners (as of December 2022) with extensive
practical experience in patent examination.

- In 2022, a total of 24 international training instructors

provided online or in-person training for a total
of approx. 230 examiners in emerging countries
on patent examination practices, such as the JPO’s
guidelines for determination of inventive step (Multi-
Factor Reasoning [MFRI]), or patent examination
management. Notably, international training
instructors conducted user-participatory training for
the ASEAN IP Academy, an ASEAN training center,
which was attended by IP office personnel as well as
IP staff from local companies, patent attorneys, etc.

29% (2022F12AKR) MO,

- 2022%F (3, ERTHMEREHE EN4EHHENEEE

EAF230AICKT L. VT4V HEWULFEICZT, JPOD
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ZiRMt, B, ASEANDIFEREI TH 2ASEAN IPT 5
TI—ICRU TR MFTEEICINZ TRMEEDOMME
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Cooperation and Collaboration with
3 Foreign IP Offices and Related Agencies

1) International Cooperation on Examination

(i) Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)

PPH is a framework in which an application determined
to be patentable by the Office of First Filing (OFF),
which is the Office of Earlier Examination (OEE), is
eligible for accelerated examination at the Office of

Later Examination (OLE), a PPH partner of OFF, if

the applicant files a request with OLE with a simple
procedure. The world’s first PPH, proposed by the JPO,
was launched between Japan and the U.S. in July 2006

as a pilot program. [Figure 2-2-1] [Figure 2-2-2] [Figure 2-2-4]

In addition, the JPO serves as the secretariat of the

“Global Patent Prosecution Highway (GPPH)”, a

multinational framework launched in January 2014. In

GPPH, all types of PPH, including PPH MOTTAINAI

and PCT-PPH, are available among the participating IP

offices.*16

- As of January 2023, 54 IP offices has participated in
PPH. [Figure 2-2-3]

- The JPO has implemented PPH with 44 |P offices as of
January 2023.

- With regard to the PPH program with the National
Institute of Industrial Property (INPI) of France, the
pilot period was extended by two years from January
2023.

- With regard to the PPH program with the SAIP of
Saudi Arabia, the pilot period was extended by three
years from January 2023.

- With regard to the IP5 PPH program, the period was
extended by three years from January 2023.

- The PPH Portal Site*'” provides one-stop access to the
PPH implementation status and statistical information
of participating IP offices.

- As of January 2023, 27 IP offices have participated in
GPPH.
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(i) B¥FEBENTY1 (PPH)
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FHREICOWT, HEADRBIZED. B—FT L ZOREE
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EHFFTOREIZL N, 200657 B ICHXE TRITABIN
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£, BAESHFTIE. 2014FE1B ISR SN-Z2KER

DORfEAHTHD [ O—/NILFFFEE/N1 V1 (GPPH) |

NEBBEHEDH TS, GPPHTIE, SMFMEIZHEWTPPH

MOTTAINAIXPCT-PPHAE &L L TOPPHAFIATEETH

%%,

- 2023F1ARA T, S4DTFHPPHAEENE, [2-2-3H]

- BARERFTI(E. 2023F1 8BRS T44DFT & PPH % £,

DSV RAEEMETEDETEREL TLWBPPHIZDWT,
HITHR A 202351 B 5 2EMER,

YOI TSETHNMRBEDE TEREL TWSPPHIZD
WT., STHE%E2023F1A0 5 3 FHEER.

< IP5 PPHIZDWT, HIEA2023F1Ah 53EMER,

- BT OPPHEMIK R HEHERZFIE. PPHR—ZILY 1
NUMBT YR Sy S TEIS AR,

< 2023F1AK AR T, GPPHEMFHIL27T,

*16 PPH MOTTAINAI is a framework that enables the applicant to request PPH for an application
determined to be patentable by the OEE, regardless of which of the two partner offices first
receives the patent application. PCT-PPH is a framework that enables the applicant to request
PPH for an application whose patentability is positively assessed in a written opinion or
international preliminary examination report at the PCT international phase.

PPH MOTTAINAI (Ev %4 7F41) &ld EDTICRICKHHFEEE LMD hETE . BITEEFIC
LDRRAIRRE DHIBICEDE, PPH OBHBEEFREL THRMEATH D, PCT-PPH &(E, PCT EREX
BICEVWTRBREX GERFHREETRS CRHFNRE TSN RBICE DS, PPH ORFZMAEET S

Pt o

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/toppage/pph-
portal/index.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/toppage/pph-
o portal-j/index.html
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Figure 2-2-1 Outline of the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) / %#F&&/\1 V=1 (PPH) DOHE
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Figure 2-2-3 Offices Participating in the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) / f&r&&/\1 2 =1 (PPH) ST
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Figure 2-2-4 Number of Worldwide Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) Applications
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(ii) Patent Prosecution Highway Plus (PPH Plus)

PPH Plus is a framework that enables accelerated
right acquisition within the prescribed period for an
application of the same invention which has already
been granted a patent in Japan, by utilizing the
examination results by the JPO. The JPO is currently
implementing this framework only with the Brunei
Intellectual Property Office (BrulPO). While ordinary
PPH is a framework for mutual sharing of examination
results between the IP offices, PPH Plus is not
bidirectional. It allows applicants that have requested
PPH Plus to acquire rights in an accelerated manner in
Brunei by using the JPO’s examination results, but the
request for PPH Plus cannot be filed with the JPO based
on BrulPO’s examination results.

(iii) Cooperation for facilitating Patent Grant (CPG)

CPG is a framework that accelerates patent grant without
conducting substantial examination in eligible countries,
for a patent application of an invention which is already
granted a patent by the JPO. The JPO is currently
implementing this framework with the Ministry of
Industry, Science, Technology and Innovation of
Cambodia, and the Department of Intellectual Property,
Ministry of Science and Technology of Lao PDR.

(ii) HHFBENI VA - T5R (PPHFS R)

PPHZ7 SR & (3, HAERFF CHFNSESNIEHBEER
ABEDORRE TOFFLEEICOWT, HRERKFTOEER
REEATZHI LT MEOFHRIBANICEHADOEN RS Z
HEEC Y 2RETH D, HEERFTIABHZE TILRIA
NEETEDETOAERL TWD, W, BEDPPHIE
BEERBERORFAANINABTHSH. PPHTI S RFEE
ERFTOEERRZER L CPPHTI S RBFEZTOI &
[ZED TILRA TREGEFNG S TOND EDTHD. 7
IWRADEERREZEFA THARBFFTICPPHT S X @
BETDZEFTERN,

(iii) HEFOHGEMBILICEYT 5HH (CPGQ)
Cooperation for facilitating Patent Grant(CPG) & (4.
BARERFT RIS SIN-EEEERNEONRE TOR
FFHREICOWT, RENICEBETRBILEFNTEEINS
B TH D, BAERTSAREZ, hYy R T ITERSE
BMEHE LS4 RAMNMER & DFETEEL TW 2,

Figure 2-2-5 Outline of PPH Plus and CPG / PPH 75 X & CPG DIEE

Application
to Japan

BALRE

L]

'

) Priority Claim under Paris Convention
: NUBFEETER
]

'

!

!

N prescribed

Application to

IP Office
FRE AT DHFE

Cambodia / Laos / Brune
NVRS T SHR-TILRA

)» grant patent

—>

Decision to

-—-o

Accelerated
examination

RHOEETFE

]
v
Request for CPG
CPGHZE

Request for PPH Plus
PPHZSREREE

BEFTERE

Patent Grant
LS HENE=T



(iv) US-JP Collaborative Search Pilot Program [Figure
2-2-6]

The JPO has launched the US-JP Collaborative Search

Pilot Program (US-JP CSP) with the USPTO on August 1,

2015 in order to allow users to predict more easily when

examination will start and patents will be granted in

both the U.S. and Japan and support users in obtaining
more robust and stable patent rights. In this program,
JPO and USPTO examiners independently conduct

their own prior art searches for an invention for which a

patent application has been filed in both Japan and the

U.S., and after sharing search results and opinions with

each other, the two offices respectively send their first

examination results to the applicant early and around
the same time.

- The second phase of the three-year US-JP CSP ended
on October 31, 2020, and the two-year third phase
commenced on November 1, 2020. The third phase
has been extended by two years and will continue
until October 31, 2024.

- A single petition form was introduced in November
2022, allowing the applicant to use US-JP CSP by
submitting the form to only either the JPO or the
USPTO.

(iv) BRGBERERTIOI S L [2-2-6H]
BAERHT(E. BXEEICEITZ2EE - #FNEKHOF
REomLPy. £N0BCERELEIREOXEZENEL
T, KERTFEET OB T2015F881HD S BKIGEHR
BERAT /OIS LZHBLTWS, ROV S A, BHXA
EICFFHEBUEBICOWT, BROBEENZNZTNE
TEMXMAEZEEL. ZORERRRVURBEHELL
®IC, RN ORARBICRIDEEERZHBEAIIENT 2
EDTH D,

- 2020F10A31HII3FERMOE2HRAIT IO S LHMKT
L. BENATHD S2FEOE3MRATIOY 5 L%EH
W, FIWHIT/OU S LAR2EBEREIN. 20245F10A8
31H & THk#E.

- 2022F1TA. WIND—ADTDHIHE—RFE =R
THNEERGEREZFAIT &2 TREE T HH—HF
ExzEA,

Figure 2-2-6 Outline of the US-JP Collaborative Search Pilot Program / BXI%@ERERT 7055 LDHE
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(v) PCT Collaborative Search and Examination (CS&E)
Pilot Project [Figure 2-2-7]

The PCT CS&E is an initiative aimed at producing high-

quality products for PCT applications, in which a main

IP office collaborates with peer IP offices to determine

the patentability of one PCT application, and finally

prepares a single International Search Report for the

applicant.

- The IP5 Offices are currently evaluating the PCT CS&E
Pilot Project conducted from July 1, 2018 to June 30,
2020 (scheduled to end June 2023).

(v) PCTH@RERT AT S L [2-2-71]
PCTHEREIL. PCTHEICS F2EOEVHEY % EK
22 EHBEMELT, —DODOPCTHEICDWT, FEHD
FEFT BB L ORETT E @ L T, ST IREEICEY 24
WzfTu. BRENIC—DOERRAEREZMER L. HEAIC
RHET2EETH S,
- AFF (IP5) T2018F7H1HN ©2020F6H30H & TE
M UPCTRERAERIT IO > LOFEMEF (20235F6
B&ETEFE),

Figure 2-2-7 Outline of the PCT CS&E Pilot Project / PCT B@HRERT 705 > LDEE
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(vi) International Cooperation on Patent Examination
Practices [Figure 2-2-8]

The International Cooperation on Patent Examination
Practices is an initiative through which JPO examiners
hold direct discussions (examiner exchange) with and
provide training to examiners of foreign IP offices on
examination practices. The program aims to promote
mutual understanding, foster trust, and improve
harmonization of examination practices with foreign IP
offices, and ultimately support Japanese companies in
their smooth and predictable acquisition of patent rights
overseas.

- Cumulatively, from April 2000 to December 2022,
the JPO has executed the International Cooperation
on Patent Examination Practices, either on a short-
term or mid-to-long term basis, with 34 IP offices and
organizations.

- In 2022, 17 JPO examiners participated in online
examiner exchanges with a total of 22 examiners from
the EPO, the CNIPA, and the UK Intellectual Property
Office (UKIPO). They discussed the examination of
cross-filed applications and exchanged information
on examination practices, such as methods of prior
art searches in specific fields and implementation of
search systems and examination guidelines.

-In 2022, a total of 24 international training
instructors*'® provided online or in-person training for
a total of approx. 230 examiners in emerging countries.

(vi) ERBERH [2-2-8=]

EEBERAE (L BABTFTOEEEICH L TEEREIC

B3 2EZEOER (BEEHR) CHERH#ZTSERETH

N, BIMSHEFEOBCEEREOBREIEMR. SEERKY

AMEHEL., BNELEOEBENMIBIT2ABEI >FRES

WREEFIERNSZXIET 2 ZEHBENE L TWS,

- BAERHFTIE. 2000548 1520225128 £ THORE
T, BHPEX P RAOCEBEEREG N Z. 340MMT - 8
& R,

c 202245 (3. BAERHFFD1720OBEEN . BUNSIT.
FEERABEERS. RENNHYETOZREE (51224)
EDFYSAVTHOEEERREICSM, A—DREOEE
[ZDOVWTHERETV. BEDBFICEIT 3 ETRITNERAE
DFEP, BRIVRAT L - BEEEDERBEDEERY
IZE89 % I5H R x £,

< 20224 (4. EEHERERE TEN4GNTFEENEE
BEANN230ZICH L. V514 v RWUTEME & =23,

*18 See Part 2, Chapter 2, 2.7 “International Training Instructors”.
E2ME2EE 2HF 7 B [ERTHERERE] 2R,
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Figure 2-2-8 Results of International Cooperation on Patent Examination Practices (Cumulative Total from April 2000 to
December 2022) / EREEHB NDREHE (2000 & 4 A~ 2022 F 12 ARH)

Results of International Cooperation on Patent Examination Practices (Total Number of Examiners from April 2000 to December 31, 2022)

*Excluding trainings for several countries, etc.
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2) International Cooperation in the Field of
Trials and Appeals

The JPO promotes international cooperation, such as

exchange of information, in order to deepen mutual

understanding of trials and appeals with IP offices

in other countries and regions. All of the following

meetings, etc. were conducted online.

- The IP5 Trial and Appeal Boards High-Level Meeting
(June 2022)

- The 8th JPO-CNIPA Trial and Appeal Expert Meeting
(September 2022)

- The 9th JPO-CNIPA-KIPO Joint Experts Group for Trial
and Appeal (JEGTA) (November 2022)

- Exchange of views with the EUIPO (January 2023)

3) Cooperation in the Area of IP Judicial Systems

The JPO held the Judicial Symposium on Intellectual
Property / TOKYO 2022 to facilitate mutual
understanding in the area of IP judicial systems among
participating countries, to provide information to users,
etc. (October 27 to 28, 2022, Japan).

-The Symposium was co-hosted by the JPO, the
Supreme Court of Japan, the Intellectual Property High
Court, the Ministry of Justice, the Japan Federation of
Bar Associations, and the IP Lawyers Network Japan.

- All programs of the Symposium were live-streamed on
the Internet.

- The Symposium included remarks made under the
themes “Current State of Trials and Appeals” and
“Invalidation and Opposition Systems in Patents
at Each IP Office”, as well as a panel discussion by
administrative judges from Japan, the U.S., and Europe
on the theme “International Comparison of Judgments
on Correction Requirements based on Hypothetical
Cases”.

2) E¥ISBFOEERAD

EZE - HIEHOMNMET L OBHIFICE T 2B EREA R
O30, BRIBEDERHBOEZHEEL TV, LTS
BEIE. IRTAVI1 Y THESINT,

c AFBHEANT LNLEE (202246R)

- BBEIHFEHEMRRE (202249A)

- BIEBHEBHEMREE (2022F118)

- BRMNEBESHINMET & DERRE (2023F18)

3) HMEEIEREFOERE
HMHBEDFICHIT2EEROHEERRBREZRD D Z &%,
I —ABREHET I ZEEEZENE LT, BBRMMAE
SVRY T L2022% B LT (2022410827H~28H.
BA),
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4) Initiatives on Anti-Counterfeiting Measures

The JPO is implementing the following initiatives as

measures against counterfeit goods:

- In order to strengthen crackdown on counterfeit goods
and raise public awareness about anti-counterfeit
measures overseas, the JPO exchanged information
with related ministries and agencies, companies, and
various other organizations, held consultations with
foreign governments, attended and made remarks at
meetings of international organizations relating to
anti-counterfeit measures, and conducted seminars
and studies inside and outside Japan through public-
private collaboration.

- The Trademark Act and Design Act, which were
amended in May 2021, and the Customs Act, which
was amended in March 2022, entered into force on
October 1, 2022. The amendments clarified that the
act of bringing counterfeit goods into Japan by mail
or other means by an overseas business operator
constitutes an infringement of rights, and the goods
involved in such acts were added to the list of items
subject to customs control as goods the importation
of which is prohibited. Accordingly, even in the case
of personal use, if a good sent by an overseas business
operator is a counterfeit good which infringes on
trademark or design rights, it will be subject to
confiscation by customs. The JPO is thus working with
related ministries and agencies to raise consumer
awareness.

- In order to strengthen crackdown on counterfeit goods
in Japan, the JPO responded to consultation requests
and provision of information from companies, etc., in
coordination with related ministries and agencies. It
also responded to inquiries from customs, etc., and
mutually cooperated with them in regard to human
resource development. The JPO also implemented the
“Anti-Counterfeiting Campaign” to raise consumer
awareness.

4) BEBENEICET HEHE
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Figure 2-2-9 The Anti-Counterfeiting Campaign Slogan "We all Otter Be Against
Counterfeit Products!" / AE—ERERF v+ R—>Y2AO—-HV !




5) Development of Global Dossier

The “Global Dossier” is a concept aiming to share dossier
information (information related to patent application
procedures and examinations) and to realize new
common |IT-driven services among |P offices. Under
the concept, the IP5 Offices are providing users with
a global dossier information sharing service realized
by the connection between the “One Portal Dossier
(OPD)”, a system developed by the IP5, enabling users
to collectively access the IP5’s dossier information, and
“WIPO-CASE”,*"? a dossier information sharing system
developed by WIPO. In addition, the IP5 Offices have
striven to improve services, such as enhancing the
information accessible through the OPD. Furthermore,
the IP5 Offices established the Global Dossier Task Force
with industries, and are promoting various initiatives
aimed at improving user convenience, while also taking
into account the demands from industry.
The JPO separately exchanges dossier information with
the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office (TIPO) based
on the “Memorandum for the Mutual Cooperation in
the Field of Dossier Information Exchange” concluded
between the Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association and
the Taiwan-Japan Relations Association.
- In 2022, Germany commenced use of WIPO-CASE. As
of November 2022, in addition to the IP5 Offices, 34
countries and organizations have joined WIPO-CASE.

5) JAO—NIL - RIDHRE

7o—)L- RyI] #RE3. REOBFHEDFHY
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- mgB Y —ERORRABEIBETHZ, [FO—
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Figure 2-2-10 Global Dossier Information Sharing System / "B —/\JL% RS TIEHROEE S R 7 I
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® 34 countries/organizations™ participating, in
addition to the IP5 Offices (as of November 2022)

® Further expansion is expected in the future.

o AANKFEFTICINAT, 340 E - R 0 A
(202211 AKEH)

o SEHDBLADILANAFIND

*Australia, Azerbaijan, Brazil, Brunei, Cambodia, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Egypt,

Finland, Georgia, Germany, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Lao PDR, Malaysia,
Mongolia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, The Philippines, Portugal,
Singapore, Spain, Thailand, Turkey, UK, Ukraine, Uruguay, Viet Nam, EAPO, WIPO

KTENWNAT v AFVR ARTII ATV AVRAVRRIT, 9954F VLT

TA IV A—RRSUT AFYAVRI T ARG VA D3 —=I T IVAR—).
ARAY FALFURAY ML Za—I =SV R NTTZa—F=7 714JVEY,
TAVIVRTIVIL TILRA AR F L RIL— RILMAIL IL—2 T VTl
>7 X, EAPO, WIPO

*19 World Intellectual Property Organization - Centralized Access to Search and Examination
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6) SDGs Initiatives

(i) Collaboration with WIPO GREEN

WIPO GREEN was launched in 2013 for promoting the
development and dissemination of environmental
technologies. Through its online database and regional
activities, WIPO GREEN connects green tech seekers and
providers.

The JPO joined WIPO GREEN as a partner in February
2020. The JPO promotes diffusion of green technologies
in cooperation with WIPO and the WIPO Japan Office,
such as by holding events, including the “International
Symposium on Intellectual Property - Initiatives to Solve
Environmental Issues through WIPO GREEN -"*20 with
an aim to contribute to solving environmental issues
through the effective use of IP, as well as exchanging
views. As of November 2022, Japan ranked first in the
world in the number of WIPO GREEN partners and
second in the number of technologies registered in the
WIPO GREEN database.

The JPO will continue to cooperate with WIPO and
the WIPO Japan Office, and work on disseminating
environmental technologies.*?'

(ii) Trilateral Symposium on IP and Environmental
Issues (March 2022, online)

The JPO, the EPO, and the USPTO co-hosted the
“Trilateral Symposium on IP and Environmental Issues -
Contribution of patent system towards Carbon Neutral”
with the support of WIPO and the IT3 from Japan, the
U.S., and Europe. This was the first international IP
symposium on environmental issues held jointly by
the Trilateral Offices. The purpose was to introduce
case studies of the development and dissemination
of carbon-neutral technologies through strategic use
of the patent system, and to discuss the contribution
of IP toward achieving carbon neutrality, with the
aim of realizing a carbon-neutral society. The Joint
Statement on environmental issues, the first of its kind
by the Trilateral Offices, was also adopted based on the
outcome of the symposium.

6) SDGs ICEd9 2 EUiH

(i) WIPO GREEN i

WIPO GREENIZ, BIERMOMARLERERIFLIE L
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SBRFTCH D EAERTT. BUNKEST (EPO) KU
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VIRV AN REINDIENTH D, A VRI DAL,
H—RyZa—rSIILHLDORRIZEIT. SFHIEEZEIKN
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*20
English

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/kokusai/seminar/wipo_green.html

& BAAGE

https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/seminar/wipo_green.html

*21 WIPO GREEN & D17 : Collaboration with WIPO GREEN
O Mz 0]
3 English
=5 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/kokusai/green.html

: HAEE
¥ https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/wipo/green.html
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Trilateral Symposium on IP and Environmental Issues
from top left to right, JPO (then Commissioner Mori), EPO (Vice-President Rowan)
from bottom left to right, USPTO (Acting Director Hirshfeld), WIPO (Director General Tang)
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7) International Cooperation on Al and loT-
related Inventions

(i) ASEAN-Japan Patent Experts Meeting

At the 12th ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting*??
held in August 2022, the Economic Research Institute
for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) presented an interim
report of their research findings on patent examination
practices for emerging technologies in ASEAN Member
States. This research uses case examples pertinent to
emerging technologies, including Al and loT-related
technologies,*? from the JPO Examination Handbook
and investigates examination results for each case,
judging in accordance with laws and regulations of
ASEAN countries. Based on this report, topics such as
determination of novelty by the IP offices were discussed
at the third ASEAN-Japan Patent Experts Meeting*?*
held in November 2022. Discussions are planned to be
held at the ASEAN-Japan Patent Experts Meeting on an
ongoing manner in the future.

(ii) Comparative Study Between the JPO and the CNIPA
The JPO and the CNIPA confirmed their cooperation at
their Heads Meeting in November 20217 and are carrying
out a comparative study on examination of Al-related
inventions.

(iii) IP5 Meeting™**

At the 14th IP5 Heads of Office Meeting held in June
2021,*% the IP5 Offices agreed on a roadmap for
cooperation in the field of NET and Al. As the first
project based on the roadmap, the IP5 Offices at the
15th IP5 Heads of Office Meeting in June 2022 agreed
to launch a project proposed by the JPO to collect
materials on the examination practices of the IP5
Offices on Al-related inventions. The IP5 Offices will
collect information on the legal texts and examination
guidelines that the Offices will apply and refer to when
examining Al-related inventions, which will then be
published on the IP5 website.

7) Al - loT BEERAICEY 5 ERHN

(i) BASEAN¥HFEFIRSA
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TREEDEOIBRBEERBREBDIDONMDIHLIZEDTH %,
RBE(ICHDE, 2022511 B DFEIEMBAASEANIFHFEFR
RETTIE. BFOFBEHMECOVWTERNTOhN,
S#%EBASEANREFEMIRSBICE W TIRENICERZ T
5 FE.

(i) BRLERHE
20TF1MBOETHFTRESAICTHAZER L. AlE
EXRAOEEICHY 2UBMEAZAT CEDH T WD,

(i) &AF (IP5) &&**

20156 ANEVAEAAFTRESE*ICHE VT, FEIM - Al
DBOBAICETBEEON— Ry FICE&R. 2022F6BD
FISEATRESREICEWVWT, FE - AISBEOHHICE
$REEO— Ry 7ICEIKPn7OYz o LT H
AERFHFTHEELAIBERBICHKZ ATOEEERIC
BAe28RNE/OV Y bbb EIFICER. 5%, AT
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k22 SeePart2, Chapter2,2.1 “ASEAN".
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*2 .
i English

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/

rule/guideline/patent/iot_shinsa.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
guideline/patent/iot_shinsa.html

i English
3 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/ugoki/
A 202212/2022120202.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/ugoki/
o 202212/2022120202.html

See Part 2, Chapter 2, 1.4 “IP5 Meeting”.
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8) G7 Heads of IP Office Conversation
(December 2022, online)

A G7 Heads of IP Office Conversation was held on
December 9, 2022, bringing together officials who head
the IP offices in the G7 member states. In addition to
the G7 Heads of IP Offices, WIPO Director General Tang
also participated as an observer. They held discussions
regarding issues in the IP field, and a joint statement
was adopted by the G7 IP Offices.

Through the meeting, the G7 IP Offices compiled a joint
statement, in which they confirmed that an effective
international IP system is necessary to incentivize
innovation and creativity worldwide, and that fostering
a positive culture of IP and fighting counterfeiting and
piracy are equally important and represent two sides of
one coin.

Commissioner Hamano commented on the importance
of supporting the establishment of a positive IP culture,
not only for existing stakeholders but also for SMEs,
startups, and youth, and touched upon the JPO’s
initiatives specific to the respective actors. With regard
to combating counterfeiting and piracy, he commented
on strengthening Japanese border enforcement against
counterfeit goods and activities to raise IP awareness
among consumers, especially focusing on young people.

Attendees of the G7 Heads of IP Office Conversation

8) G7 HIHMTREMEH (2022F 128, #v 3
1)
20225128908, G78NMEOHNHET (G7HMET) O
BRI —EIZRT 2. GTHAMTRERSH (G7 Heads of
IP Office Conversation) WEfEI Nz, AR TIE. G7H
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hiitzen Innovationen.
Marken Muster

from top left to right, German Federal Ministry of Justice (BMJ; Deputy Director General Wichard), Canadian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO; Chief
Executive Officer Georgaras), WIPO (Director General Tang [observer]), German Patent and Trade Mark Office (DPMA; President Rudloff-Schéffer)
from mid left to right, U.S. Copyright Office (USCO; Director Perlmutter), USPTO (Director Vidal), Italian Patent and Trademark Office (UIBM; Director

General Teti), UKIPO (Deputy Chief Executive Bartlett [photo left])

from bottom left to right, INPI (Director General Faure), JPO (Commissioner Hamano)
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Support Measures, Law Amendments, etc.
ZEMESR. AUUEE

1 Support Measures

The JPO has implemented various measures to support
the IP activities of companies, universities, communities,
and other users from diverse aspects, such as provision
of information, consultation services, and support
related to fees.

1) Startup Support

For startups aiming for rapid growth based on innovative
technologies and ideas, IP strategies are essential
to compete globally. The JPO is providing support
from multiple perspectives in order to promote the IP
activities of startups.

(i) Intellectual Property Acceleration program for
Startups (IPAS) *' [Figure 2-3-1]

- Aimed at early-stage startups, the JPO dispatches
IP mentoring teams to provide support for the
development of IP strategies.

- IP mentoring teams are comprised of IP experts, such
as patent attorneys, and business experts, such as
venture capitalists.

- In FY2022, the JPO provided support to 25 companies.

- The JPO implemented a knowledge-sharing program for
developing experts who will support startups.

(ii) Super-Accelerated Examination/Accelerated
Examination Using Interviews for Startups

-While the existing super-accelerated examination
requires that applications be both “working-related
applications” and “foreign-related applications”, that
for patent applications of startups may be requested if
they are “working-related applications”.

- For the patent applications of startups utilizing
accelerated examinations,*? the JPO initiated accelerated
examinations using interviews with examiners, which will
lead to the strategic acquisition of patent rights through
interviews conducted prior to first action notification.

-In 2022, there were 27 requests for accelerated
examinations using interviews for startups.

- In 2022, there were 421 requests for super-accelerated
examinations for startups.

1 xR
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*2  See Part 2, Chapter 1, 1.3 (i) “Accelerated Examination”
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https://ipbase.go.jp/ipas/

(iii) Dissemination of Information

- The JPO opened “IP BASE”,*? an |IP portal site for
startups, in December 2018. It provides content such
as |P expert search and a Q&A corner for users to ask
questions to IP experts. It also publishes a collection
of IP strategy cases of Japanese and foreign startups,
a collection of IPAS cases, and a guide for venture
investors.

- The IP BASE YouTube channel** contains videos for IP
beginners and videos for startups that recognize the
need for IP.

- The JPO disseminated information on Twitter*s and
Facebook*¢ “|P BASE” accounts as needed.

- The JPO held regular IP seminars and study sessions
for startups.

(iii) TEERRIE

- 29— N7y FEIFREMR—5 LY 1~ [IP BASE®] %

2018F12BCH%Z L. MMBPIRERP. AHHFEFIRA
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Figure 2-3-1 Outline of IP Acceleration Program for Startups (IPAS) / #IfA7 72> L —>3 > 7045 L (IPAS) OHE
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(iv) Fee Reduction and Exemption

- For startups, examination request fees, patent fees,
and international filing fees are reduced to one-third
upon request.

2) Support for Small and Medium-Sized
Enterprises

- The JPO provides SMEs with easy-to-understand
information on the overall support measures
implemented by the JPO and the National Center for
Industrial Property Information and Training (INPIT),
such as the Intellectual Property Comprehensive Help
Desk, the seminar on IP rights systems, and reduction
and exemption of patent fees, as well as information
on the dispatch of global IP producers, the subsidy
for filing foreign applications which subsidizes the
costs required for foreign applications, and support
measures for overseas expansion, such as fee reduction
systems for charges related to PCT applications.*’

- The JPO has opened an IP Finance Portal Site*® that
evaluates the business potential of SMEs utilizing IP,
and introduces initiatives that will lead to financing
and management support from financial institutions
(IPfinance).

- Targeting companies with high potential for IP
utilization, the JPO and INPIT dispatch Specialists
for Industrial Property Rights and others to provide
hands-on follow-up support up to the stage of business
growth, in accordance with the “Second Action Plan
for Regional Intellectual Property Revitalization”*?
formulated in July 2020.

(iv) BERR
c R —RTw7IE BBICLDEEB K. FITRKUE
BRUFEICR 2 FRRONEREN =20 —CBR.

2) FuphEEMITRIE
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BRO. ANMEEFNESPAS. BERNZEOREHES
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2% Hands-on support
NV XF VURE
‘t_ https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/chusho/chitekizaisan/handson/index.html


https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/chusho/index.html
https://chizai-kinyu.go.jp/
https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/chusho/koudoukeikaku.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/chusho/chitekizaisan/handson/index.html

3) Information on Support Measures for Universities, etc.

The JPO and INPIT are developing comprehensive
support measures, covering the creation of inventions to
utilization of rights and commercialization, in order to
promote IP activities at universities, etc., which are the
source of innovations.*™°

- The JPO implements the “Project for Dispatching IP
Strategy Designers to Universities”. In this project, IP
strategy designers with expertise in university-industry
collaboration and specific technical fields maintain
communication with university personnel responsible
for supporting research as well as researchers. They
help discover research results whose IP rights are not
protected, in parallel with mutually sharing knowledge
and know-how, and suggest IP strategies that will lead
to further development and commercialization of
research that researchers aspire to pursue. In addition,
the knowledge gained in this project is published as a
collection.*1

- The JPO implements the “International Registration
Support Project for Establishing Startups Based on
Japanese Applications”. In cases where universities
and other institutions planning to commercialize
through startups are filing patent applications overseas
based on Japanese applications, this project subsidizes
a portion of the application fees, and thereby,
supports the global commercialization of outstanding
technologies and innovations.

- INPIT implements the “IP Producer Dispatch Project”,
which dispatches IP experts to universities and R&D
consortiums, etc. that promote R&D projects financed
by competitive public funding and supports social
implementation of the project’s research results from
an IP perspective. Furthermore, INPIT implements
the “University-Industry Collaboration/Start-up
Advisor Project”, which provides two types of support:
“Project Accompanying Support”, which dispatches IP
experts to universities and partner companies carrying
out university-industry collaboration activities and
supports social implementation of the research
results of university-industry collaborative projects
promoted by both parties, and “Consultation and
Human Resource Development Support”, which helps
with solving issues through the establishment of
the University-Industry Collaboration/Start-up Help
Desk by accepting consultations from universities on
university-industry collaboration activities.
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4) Model Contracts for Promoting Open
Innovation

Taking into account the content of the “Report on the
Results of the Survey on the Current State of Trade
Practices of Startups”*'2 released in November 2020, the
Japan Fair Trade Commission (JFTC) and the Ministry
of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) formulated
the “Guidelines on Business Partnership Contracts with

Startups”.*"* The JPO and METI then created “Model

Contracts for Promoting Open Innovation between

R&D-based Startups and Business Entities”, a concrete

tool for contract negotiations based on the concept

in the guidelines. The model contracts by technical
field consist of two types, “New Materials Edition” and

“Al Edition”. They specify an “assumed scenario” for a

specific contract negotiation, outline desirable contract

and negotiation approaches for the assumed scenario,
and present “new options” which are different from the

conventional compromises for negotiations. [Figure 2-3-2]

[Figure 2-3-3]

+ In March 2022, the JPO released “Model Contracts
ver. 2.0”, which are model contracts by technical field
that have been revised to improve convenience and
further accommodate contract practices, as well as the
“University Edition”, which addresses collaboration
between universities and startups/business entities.
In addition, the model contracts as well as pamphlets
and videos explaining the model contracts have been
posted on the JPO’s Open Innovation Portal Site.*™*
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Figure 2-3-2 Scope of the Model Contracts in the Open Innovation Process
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5) Support for the Promotion and Implementation
of Management exploiting IP

The JPO is promoting and supporting the implementation
of management exploiting IP utilizing IP landscapes, etc.
IP ePlat*"> publishes online seminars on IP landscapes.

- In May 2022, the JPO published case studies compiling
the results of interviews conducted with companies
that practice management exploiting IP, focusing
especially on communication between manager and
the IP division.

+ In FY2022, management consultants, IP consultants,
and, as necessary, IP information analysis advisors were
dispatched to ten surveyed companies to conduct on-
site studies on matters necessary for the penetration of
management exploiting IP in companies.

6) Development of IP Human Resources

(i) Promotion IP Education

The JPO and INPIT have prepared IP materials for the

development of IP human resources*'¢ and have made

them available on their websites to promote the use of
these materials.

- In 2022, the JPO provided “SDGs and Value Creation
- A Gateway to Inquiry (educational contents on IP
creation for classroom use)”, a collection of teaching
materials that can be used in high school classes,
etc., as well as teaching materials for developing
IP management human resource,*"7 including a
collection of case studies consisting of 17 cases and
questions based on corporate management and IP-
related initiatives.

(ii) 1P Learning School Support Program for Developing
IP Capabilities *'*

The JPO and INPIT support efforts to foster knowledge,
consciousness, and attitudes regarding protection of IP
and utilization of its rights, targeting students who are
the “industrial human resources of tomorrow” study
in vocational upper secondary schools and colleges of
technology.

- In FY2022, 38 schools were selected for support.
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(iii) Patent Contest and Design Patent Contest™"’
The contests (co-organized by the JPO, INPIT, the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology,
and the Japan Patent Attorneys Association and supported
by WIPO) select and recognize particularly outstanding
inventions and designs created by high school, technical
college, and university students, and provide support to
the winning students, ranging from patent application
to acquisition of rights for their submitted works.

- In FY2022, there were 521 entries in the Patent
category and 639 entries in the Design Patent category.
Following screening by the Selection Committee, 61
works were selected for the Special Award and the
Outstanding Achievement Award.
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7) User Support by the Information System

(i) System Development for Improvement of Convenience
for Users
The JPO has undertaken system development in line
with the “Plan for Optimization of Operations and Systems
of the JPO”*2° formulated in March 2013. Subsequently,
the actions to be implemented by FY2022 in the plan
were incorporated into the “METI Digital Transformation
Plan” in June 2018, and the digital transformation plan
was revised on October 14, 2022.*2' At present, in line
with the plan, the JPO is advancing system development
to improve convenience for users along with sweeping
reviews of system structures.
- The JPO completed the renovation of the official
gazette system in January 2022, and the time required
for issuing official gazettes has been shortened.

(ii) Japan Platform for Patent Information (J-PlatPat)

J-PlatPat*?? is patent information online service with

user-friendly functions to search for official gazettes of

patents, utility models, designs, and trademarks and to

check the legal status.

- In 2022, the official gazette information that can be
searched and checked on J-PlatPat was updated daily
with the renewal of the JPO’s official gazette system.

(iii) Trial Provision of API for Obtaining Patent Information

- In January 2022, in order to promote further use of
the patent information held by the JPO, it commenced
trial provision of patent information through API for
interested users.*? This AP| provides bibliographic
information, progress information, and the text of
documents such as notice of reasons for refusal, for
patents in Japan. It is now possible to obtain patent
information mechanically, and the API is expected to
further diversify use of patent information.

- In September 2022, the JPO raised the access limit for
information providers which meet certain terms and
conditions in response to user needs.
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2 Review of IP Systems

1) Law Amendments

Since September 2022, the JPO has conducted reviews
on revising the patent system in order to adapt the
Patent System Subcommittee, which is under the
Intellectual Property Committee of the Industrial
Structure Council of METI, to advances in digitalization
and globalization, and to streamline the JPO’s processes
through further digitalization. Furthermore, the same
Committee’s Design System Subcommittee conducted
reviews on revising the design system to address issues
specific to designs, while the Committee’s Trademark
System Subcommittee conducted reviews on revising
the trademark system to address issues related to
the trademark system for the development of brand
strategies utilizing trademarks.

In February 2023, the subcommittees compiled the
following reports containing the details below: “Patent
System for Promoting the Utilization of Intellectual
Property”, “Review of the Design System Concerning
Procedures for Applying the Exception to Lack of
Novelty”, and “Review of the Trademark System for
Developing Brand Strategies Utilizing Trademarks”.

(i) Patent Act
a. Revision of Service by Publication to Adapt to the
Impacts of COVID-19, etc.

- To enable service by publication in cases where
international mail acceptance is suspended due to
COVID-19 or other international circumstances and
items cannot be sent by registered air mail, etc. to
the country concerned for a prolonged period, the
requirements of service by publication should be
revised and service by publication should be possible
by publishing on the Internet.

b. Development of Regulations for Online Submission
of the Priority Certificate

- Regarding the procedure for submitting priority
certificates, which requires the submission of the
original in writing, the law should be revised to
improve user convenience by allowing a copy of the
priority certificate to be submitted and enabling its
submission online.
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C.

Introduction of Restricted Access to the Award System

- Among the award-related documents, access should

be restricted to documents for which the party
concerned, etc. have given notice that trade secrets
are contained therein.

(i) Design Act
a. Relaxation of Procedures for Applying Exception to

Lack of Novelty of Designs

- The requirements for applying the provision of

exception to lack of novelty of designs should be
relaxed. It should be sufficient to submit a certificate
of exception for any identical or similar design which
was published as a result of one’s own act and has the
earliest date of publication.

(iii) Trademark Act
a. Relaxation of Registration Requirements for

Trademarks Containing Another Person’s Name

- For trademarks containing the name of another

person which, at present, cannot be registered
unless consent is obtained from the person with
the same surname and name, with the exception of
trademarks containing the name of another person
who is known to a certain degree, the law should be
amended to enable their registration upon taking the
circumstances of the applicant into consideration.
Introduction of a Consent System

- Trademarks similar to a previously registered

trademark of another person may be registered if, in
addition to the consent of the right holder of such
previously registered trademark, confusion over
origin should not arise between the two trademarks.
Change in the Method of Payment of Handling
Fees When Filing an Application for International
Registration using Madrid e-Filing

- The handling fees which must be paid to the JPO

can be paid to the International Bureau in Swiss
francs, together with other fees required for filing an
application for international registration, provided
that the applicant intends to file the application for
international registration using e-Filing.
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(iv) Act on Special Provisions for Procedures related to
Industrial Property Right
a. Revision of the Transmittal System
- The effective date of the JPO’s online transmittal,
etc. should be revised in light of the introduction of
the online transmittal system in the Code of Civil
Procedure amended in 2022.
b. Establishment of Procedures for Digitalizing Written
Procedures
- In order to improve user convenience, the JPO should
develop related regulations on the digitization of
application documents, etc., so that, in principle,
all application procedures with the JPO can be
conducted online.

2) Review for Enforcement of the System for
Non-disclosure of Patent Applications

- The Act for the Promotion of Ensuring National
Security through Integrated Implementation of
Economic Measures was enacted and promulgated in
May 2022.

- The system for non-disclosure of selected patent
applications in this Act concerns patent applications
for inventions that could involve a huge risk of
detrimental impact to the security of the nation and
its citizens if made known to the public. Until such
circumstances are resolved, the system will suspend
procedures such as publication of applications and
take necessary measures to protect the information.

- The JPO is in charge of primary review, etc. in which
it selects cases relating to the specified technology
fields, etc. stipulated by cabinet order and sends the
cases to the Cabinet Office. The JPO and the Cabinet
Office are currently preparing for the introduction of
the system.

(iv) TEMEEICET 5 FRFnrplIchT 5%
a. XEFEOREL
c B4 FICRESNERERFDRCEWT, AV 51>
EEFENEASINIEERER. FHTICET2F
VI VRRICEY 2MARERHEEZREY,
b. EEF#T V5 ILLICEIFI-ERFHRER
- A—Y—DFEER LD, FHEFFTICNT 5 BHEFH
ZRASTAYSAVTIIENTED LS. BFEE
HOBFZEICEHUBRRREDEREZT S

2) FEFHBEOEARBIEDETICHIT &5

< 2022F581C [BRFHERE—HNICETIZLICL2%E
RIEOFEROHEE(CET 2752 MR - AN,

- COBEEDOS BRTFEBEOFARBIER. AlICTBHI LI
FNERRVERDRLEELIBRELET I2ETNHK
EVWKAORKFHBEICDE, 25 LIRRNMBETSET
O, HEAREOFHREZBREL. DELBERFLHEE.
ELDHED,

ST, BS CEDIRERMABTICRYT 2RSS
BRL TABRICRA T 25— REBEFEBYU T L L
ENTHEH FEEDBAICODWT WEFE &6 I8 HT,
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Initiatives on Standard
3 Essential Patents (SEP)

The JPO is engaged in initiatives related to SEP in view
of their importance, such as formulating the “Guide to
Licensing Negotiations Involving Standard Essential
Patents” and implementing the “Hantei” (advisory
opinion) for Essentiality Check*?.

1) Revision of the “Guide to Licensing Negotiations
Involving Standard Essential Patents”

The JPO prepared the “Guide to Licensing Negotiations
Involving Standard Essential Patents” in 2018 and
published it on the JPO website*? with the aim of
increasing the transparency and predictability of license
negotiations on SEP, facilitating negotiations between
patent holders and implementers, preventing or quickly
resolving disputes.

- In response to the recent accumulation of court
decisions and the emergence of inter-industry disputes,
the “Guide to Licensing Negotiations Involving
Standard Essential Patents” was revised based on the
court decisions and the latest global trends, as well
as the opinions received from in and outside Japan
through a call for opinions. The revised guide was
released in Japanese in June 2022 and in English in
July 2022.

2) JPO SEP Symposium 2022 - Latest Global
Trends and the Frontier of Discussion - (May
2022, online)

- At the symposium, then JPO Commissioner Mori
delivered a presentation, and experts from Japan, the
U.S., and Europe introduced the latest trends in SEP
discussions in their respective countries and regions.
In addition, panel discussions on the interpretation
of global court decisions and essentiality check were
conducted by panelists from various backgrounds in
Japan, such as business, academia, and law.

3 ESEpERNIICEY 3

BT Tl RELABFOERR(CES. RELARFTD
AV ARFICET 2F5IEDRE. BRELHREICHRDH
Bz DY EHIE EOIEET> T 5,

1) BEDFRFIOS 1Y ARFICEHT BF5 DT
T CIVBRELDARTD S A LY ARKFICKY 2 B0
FTRAUELZSH. FFHEE CRXEE OB S =MEL
L HEDORARBLEROCRIHBRZ B E LT 2018F (2[R
EREFFDSA LY ARFBICETSFEIE] 2L, &
FFI T THA RPICTARLT
DEFOHFHPIOERCEREBEMFORALERT. TN
SOFEHPCEEDRFTOBAEEZEIC. EREEZEL
TERATCHFEONLERVBE A, [RELRRBFD
ARV ARBHICET HF5IE] ZHET L. 20225F6R1C
BAET. 2022F78(CHKET. ZNTNAK,

2) BEREBPARFIVYRY VL 2022 ~ZEEDORH
M EBRMORAMR~ (2022 FE58, #v35
. ZK;‘/%?D‘WL\’C“I& RTFTHOHRREE (4R VEEZ
I ebIc. BRROBHED . BELARFTICETS
FE - RICE S 2BR/ORFEBAEZBN. £-. EROD
RERARE. FMERE. FEREDOKRLBRILBNLD/N
RYRMI&D, EERHGOBIRPHEEDOHIBOED
FHREIZODWTONRRILT 1 AN w3y %&£,

k24 In 2022, two requests were filed for “Hantei” (advisory opinion) for Essentiality Check.
2022 EOEERAEICR DM OO DYIE %KD D FRGFHIT 2 ¢

English
i https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/support/general/sep_portal/

: AEE
5 https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/general/sep_portal/
i
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Presentation by then Commissioner Mori
HRE (LW (L2838

Presentation by Mr. Kappos (former USPTO
Commissioner)
HyRRE (GTUSPTO RE) IC£2HE

Panel Discussion
INRILT A RNy 3y

Presentation by METI Deputy Director-General Hasui
REEEE EHEZEICLEE

it TR

Presentation by Mr. Kiljanski (Head of IPR Unit, DG
GROW, European Commission)

FIVPYRFR (RNEESRREKBAMI=Y bR) IC
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4 GXTI

Nowadays, we are expected to shift economic, social,
and industrial structures, which have depended
upon fossil fuels since the Industrial Revolution, into
structures driven by clean energy, and also to carry out
a green transformation (GX) in the form of an overall
transformation of economic and social systems.
In order to increase their corporate and social value,
companies advance efforts to objectively disclose how
the value they are providing (products and services)
can contribute to GX. In addition, under the revised
Japan’s Corporate Governance Code (June 2021), they
are required to disclose the impact of climate change-
related risks and revenue-generating opportunities on
their business activities and revenue, etc.

- The Green Transformation Technologies Inventory
(GXT1)*% is a technologies inventory which gives
a bird’s-eye view of technologies related to GX
published by the JPO in June 2022. Each item in the
GXTI includes the patent search formulae to search
patent documents. [Figure 2-3-4] [Figure 2-3-5]

- The GXTI presents an example of how patent
documents can be searched for a particular GX
technology. It is expected that GXTI would be used
to disclose GX-related technology trends and the
relationship between a company’s business activities
and climate change issues based on objective data.

4 GXTI

. EXEGLCROCARBPOORE - He. EXBE
., 2)—VIRILF-—hDIIBTSE, BEEERY AT LA
LURDEE, §BRHOEOXEETTHIENKROLNTWD,
Fro, BEFCHWTE, BEMEPEENEEDR LEZB
e LT, BEIRET SME (BR Y—ER) HGXIC
EDESICEBTEDZDONCOWT, BHROICRIEEEE
HONTWD, IMAT, I—RL—rANF YR - O=-FD
®ET (2021F6R) 2L D BEZFCHVTIE. [EEHIC
%2R0 RONEESD, BHOFEFSHCNSEFCER
BREIIDVWTORRAROBONT WD,

TGXTI () =Y bV RTF—X—2 3 VEITR AR,
Green Transformation Technologies Inventory) **|
F U=y bSYRTA—A=2 3> (GX) ICET
EMARET 27=0(2. 2022E6 8 IC¥FFHAER LT
RifIXHRTHDH . ERMRMICEEN DT ERE
T RO FREN EHE TR, [2-3-4R] [2-3-5H]

* GXTHE, GXIXAMTICEU T HHHAXME LD LS ITRET
BENEVSRICOVT—HIZRTENTHN. GXICET
BEMEES. CEOEETEH EIELHMB L OBKRE
BENGT—YICEDWIRTBRISERAINS Z 2 BE
L TERL,

= English
% https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/statistics/gxti.html

a AAREE
3. https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/statistics/gxti.html
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Figure 2-3-4 Outline of GXTI / GXTI OHE

Four Perspectives for Cross Tabulation / K154 > D=
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Initiatives for Operational
5 Improvements at the JPO

1) JPO Design-Driven Management Practice

(i) 1-OPEN*?’ Project

This project supports people with a passion to pave the
future by leveraging IP generated from their creativity
and desire to solve social issues, such as poverty, gender,
and environmental issues (I-OPENER). In addition, the
project aims to encourage the creation of additional
value in the form of industrial property rights and
present new IP approaches to solving social issues.

« In March 2022, the I-OPEN Forum was held online
to report on the results of the one-on-one support,
which matched ten [-OPENERs with teams of experts.
It was attended by approx. 200 people. At the I-OPEN
Forum, the teams of experts and other knowledgeable
persons, including patent attorneys and consultants
(I-OPEN Supporters), held dialogues based on
the cases of the ten I-OPENERs and discussed the
possibilities of leveraging IP that can be used to solve
social issues. [Figure 2-3-6]

- In November 2022, the JPO accepted applications
for I-OPENERs and I-OPEN Supporters for new one-
on-one support and began creating lecture videos.
In the lecture videos, patent attorneys, art directors,
and others each provide about a 10-minute-long
explanation of the knowledge and skills related to IP
which are useful for finding solutions to social issues.

The goal of the project going forward is to provide one-

on-one support for I-OPENERSs, to create a platform for

them to form a community amongst themselves, and to
present new P approaches at EXPO 2025 Osaka, Kansai,
Japan.

5 BHFFICSIT3EBREONE

1) JBEFICEITRTHI VBEORRE
(i) I-OPEN*77AYz o b

A7OYVo I BR, Prvy— (EE). BEMNE

BREDHESBEABRLEVWEWSBWEEAEAISEE

NHZANMEZWAL T, KRZVDHALBERZETHE
(I-OPENER) OXEET>TW3, £, HSBBDRE

RIZEIFIZED AT U, EHEMEREE WD B 50

EORIEZRLTWC ZETHLWANMEDED A%ZRY

ZeEBMELTWS,

- 2022438 (2, |-OPENERD10ZICEMRF —LET Y
FYTUIHEEXEBOBRRREDH L LTI-OPEN 7 + —
SLhrAVSA VEEL, 9200805, -OPEN 7 #+ —
S5 L\ TIZI-OPENERDT10Z DEFICEDE, EFARF —
LERBEPIVYILY Y b (IFOPENYR——X) i
EDBEHENINELBEL T, HSFERRICEZD2H0ME
ORI RN % FEif. [2-3-6H]

- 2022F N BICI3FH R EEXEBICH (T TI-OPENERKR T
I-OPENYR—% —XDABZHALI=(EH. EXBEE
1ER. EHRBE CIIHSREDHRRICID BOERICHERA
HMPECELZMBLAFILICOVNT, #EBE, 7— b
TA LI —RENZENZNNI0DRE TR,

SHRIIEETEE, I-OPENERBEA I 2 =27 1« 2K

T3EHDT5Y b TA—LDILNDEFTV, 2025FD KK -

EERAECHLWAINMEDED HAERETHZ L &2BEL

LTW3,

%27 The word “patent” comes from Latin which means “open”. The term “I-OPEN” means paving the way for IP and innovation by oneself (1) and making eye-opening achievements.
Patent D EBIR 2 5 7 VB TOpen D BN H %, F 7=, MM ME (Intellectual Property) &4/ ~—> 3> (Innovation) 28B4 ES (1) »EVWTWE ALOBENS#HIESS (Eye-Opening)

EWSEHRASRAHHN TS



Figure 2-3-6 |-OPEN Forum / I-OPEN 7 #—3 A\

-OPEN

PROJECT 21

7A—=34L

2022.3.3

18:30-20:30 [ONLINE]

(ii) Support for SMEs

The JPO Design-Driven Management Project established
the SME Design-Driven Management Support Team
in 2020, and is working with the Regional Bureaus of
Economy, Trade and Industry to advance design-driven
management by SMEs.

In FY2021, with the goal of promoting design-driven
management in SMEs, the team established a vision
of “creating a virtuous cycle between design-driven
management and IP and regional penetration” and
carried out pilot initiatives for solving the following four
tasks: (1) integrated awareness-raising of design-driven
management and IP, (2) dissemination of information to
local SMEs and local governments, (3) establishment of
a collaboration system with local governments, etc., and
(4) promoting the introduction and implementation of
design-driven management. In addition, in collaboration
with the Small and Medium Enterprise Agency, the
team helped conduct questionnaire surveys and studies
of cases concerning design-driven management in
SMEs. The results of these studies were published in the
“2022 White Paper on Small and Medium Enterprises in
Japan”*2 (released in April 2022).

(i) PhEEOXIE
BHETTHIUREIOT TV ME. 2020F (12 TH/hBE
DT VUREZEF—L] 2FEBEL. SHBORAEER
EEELARN D, FNREOTH A VREDOHEICAITTZE
EZENEHATWS,

FNBEADTH A VREDERICAIT T, 2021FE (3,
[FH1 VRE CMBEOIFEROEIE &R E] #F— LA
oETaAvIZEIF. (1) TY1URE MO —KNRE
. (2) #gOFNEEPEREREANDOHEKE. (3) BA
FZLOEEAHOBE, (4) BA - EERORE. D4O0D
FEICEBL., INODFEEBRT 272 DHTHREGE
HiToTze Flz. FINBETEEFEEL, FINBEDTHA
VRBICET A7 VT — FMABVCENRESEAOHRAOETo
feo CNODBFBEDORREE. 202268 [F/NDERE?)
(Q022F4BAR) ([CBHINTWS,
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- In 2022, the team was renamed the “SME Support
Team” and reviewed the JPO’s measures to support
SMEs in addition to promoting their design-driven
management. For the former, in order to develop the
potential of the JPO’s support measures for SMEs, the
JPO embarked on the formulation of new measures
while conducting research on stakeholders based on
design thinking. For the latter, based on the previous
fiscal year’s efforts, the team outlined a basic concept
regarding the relationship between design-driven
management and IP, created contents for propagation,
and considered the development of support tools.

2) Streamlining of JPO Procedures

The global COVID-19 pandemic has triggered a need
to rapidly shift to new lifestyles, such as telework and
satellite work. In order to adapt to the social and value
changes brought about by COVID-19, the government
has embraced telework, improved operational
efficiency, and undertaken initiatives to become a digital
government.

In light of the above, the JPO likewise promoted the
digitization of procedures and enabled the submission
of copies of evidence, etc. in DVD-R format for trial and
appeal procedures.

(i) Digitization of Procedures

a. Status of Digitization of Applications Filed with the JPO
The JPO was among the first in the world to digitize
patent applications in 1990, and since then it has
gradually digitized procedures. However, around 500
types of procedures still cannot be filed online or can be
filed online but require the attachment of documents
affixed with seals. Such a situation potentially poses as an
obstacle to the digitization effort and telework of users.
[Figure 2-3-7]

b. Status of Document Dispatches by the JPO

In 1993, an online dispatch system was adopted for
sending documents by the JPO, such as responses to
applications filed with the office. However, only about
a quarter of the total number of documents have been
dispatched online. As with the application procedures,
dispatch procedures also require further digitization.
[Figure 2-3-8]

c2022F (3. F—L% HNEEZEF—L] [CHH, F
INEEDTH A VREDHEICMA., FHFTOPNEEX
BMERZ R, fIEICDOVWTE, FEEOREZEIC. T
YA UREENBOBEREICDVWTOERNLREZ HDE
B EREFEIVTVVOER. XEY-ILORREEEZR
o &Fioo BEIIOWTIE. FFTOHRNEEIERED
AR ZRET 2720, THAVBEICEDIE, RT—7
RILT —=AD U Y —FZT WD S BERDIIE (B
B

2) BFFICHEITFHEEEL

FRIOF VAL ARPEOCH RN ARRILRZ LIS, T
L7—0, Y754 b T—0FDH L WVWEFBFRAADBITH
BECKRHONDIZE R T, BFICEWTE, FHEIO
FOAIINRARBREEN =06 LIzits - MESEOERICHIGY
R, TLIT—VEOHEDEBHERL, TIFIL - /13X
v OHEDBHENED 5N TV,

FEEBFEZ T BHFFIZEVWTE, FHROTIVYILE, B
HFHmICHIFDHAMDE LEDDVD-RIZE B EEHICAIT =
A EDHTET

(i) FHROTYIIE
a. HEFTAOHRE(IN)FHEDNT Y ¥ ILEDRA

BEFT(3. T990F (T GR IR IF THFHEZ T V5 )L
L. B IBRFHEDT DI I EEDH TEF, L LAD
B, AVIAVBRBETERVWERY. V51 VBFEHEE
THBHD . REBEE L THRALBESORENMDELTF
A BMS00BEFELTED., 21— F—DTFI 5L -
TLO—V{EDEFERD 5 2RREL>TWD, [2-3-7H]

b. FFH 5 DHEX(OUT) FHDRR
HETAOBREICHT 2REEDRTTHODREF/HEIZD
WTIlE, 1993FICAY S A VEEI R T LOBE KL
b\, REXBEEDS B, AV 514 VREIZADDIREIS
EEE-STVD, HEFMEAKIC, NODREFHKEICD
WTETIZILEDZ—I MFELHNTWS, [2-3-8H]



Figure 2-3-7 Status of Online Applications at the JPO / F&FTICE T2 F Y 5 1 VEHBEDOHRIK

Total number of applications / #AEREE##K
Approx. 3.10 million / 131075

Procedures accepting online application (Approx. 300 types)
TV 54 VERFBRRLFR (K300%&E5E)

Examples: Application and right registration procedures
(Ex: Application for patent, trademark, etc., written amendment of procedure)
B : I - EFIESRICEYT 5 Fh

(Bl : 13 - BRSOHEA. FRALEES)

Applied on paper / #&H#5

Approx. 150,000

Applied online / # > 51 vEasE #1574
A ——

Procedures not accepting online application* (Approx. 500 types)
* V51 VEBRFETER VTR (H5000E18)

*Includes procedures requiring submission of attached documents on paper
¥ ORNERZECRHETIDENH L ENEET

Approx. 200,000 / #2075 #
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Examples: OProcedures for appointment of agent Bl :ORBAREREICEY 5 Fh
(Ex: Power of attorney) (B © =AER)
OProcedures related to changes in rights OEFZEE Y 5 Fit
(Ex: Deed of transfer (procedure for transfer of rights), (B) : HEL®E (ERBEFH)  BHFRICET 27HKE)
written request for trial/appeal procedure)

Figure 2-3-8 Status of Online Dispatches at the JPO / f3FTICH (T2 7 ¥ 5 1 YV EEDRIRK

Total number of dispatches / #F% %
Approx. 3.95 million / #3955 #

Documents that can be dispatched online (Approx. 200 types)
AV 51 VFERREBFH (#92007E58)

Examples: Decision of patent, trademark, etc., written
invitation of amendment of procedure
Bl - 45T - BIRSOEE. FRALESES

Dispatched online / # > 5 1 Vi
Approx. 950,000
(approx. 24%)
WIS (#924%)
A

;Y_)\ v J

Dispatched on paper / i Documents that cannot be dispatched online (Approx. 800 types)
Approx. 200,000 AV 51 URETERVFH (H800EE)

#2074

Procedures based on laws and regulations: Approx. 550 types, approx. 900,000
Procedures not based on laws and regulations: Approx. 250 types, approx. 1.9 million
ERICEDICFR 195501 19 904

EDICEINRWES | #2501 #1905

Examples:  OService of duplicate of written request for trial for invalidation (procedure based
on laws and regulations)
ONotice of patent fee receipt (procedure not based on laws and regulations)
Bl OMMBHFRBEOBIADRE (EHICEDI < Fih)
ORFFRAINE DB (AR ICEIDBVFH)
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c. Digitizing Procedures (Release of “Plan on Promotion
of Digital JPO Procedures”)
In light of the above situation, the JPO formulated the
“Plan on Promotion of Digital JPO Procedures”*#
on March 31, 2021, in which the JPO announced the
desirable form of digitization from the user’s perspective
and intentions for digitizing the filing of applications
and the dispatch of documents.
The plan presents the following schedule for the
development of the digital system.
(1) Applications filed with the JPO
By March 2024, the JPO aims to release a system that
would enable online application for all procedures.
(2) Documents dispatched by the JPO
Priority will be given to procedures for which there is
high user demand for digitization. The JPO aims to
develop the system so that all procedures for which
digitization is possible alongside the development
in (1) will be made digital, according to the
development schedule for (1).
For all other documents dispatched by the JPO, the
office will promptly formulate a concrete plan for
reviewing the workflow based on the status of studies
of similar systems, sorting legal issues and the scope of
the needed system improvements, and proceeding with
digitization sequentially.

(ii) Submitting Copies of Evidence, etc. in DVD-R Format

for Trial and Appeal Procedures™*

For submitting copies of evidence, etc. for inter-partes

trials, such as trial for invalidation, and opposition
cases, which before could only be submitted in writing

(paper), a Ministerial Order has been amended (effective

November 1, 2022) to allow electronic data recorded on

DVD-R to be submitted instead of in writing (paper).

- This applies to the following trials and appeals, etc.:
trial for invalidation, trial for correction, trial for
rescission of registration of trademark, oppositions
(to grant of patent/registration of trademark), retrial
related to these trials or oppositions, and, “Hantei”
(advisory opinion).

- Copies of evidence, etc. refer to the following
documents: “copies” and “drawings” in Article 50(2)
of the Regulation for Enforcement of the Patent
Act, “description of evidence” in Article 50(3), and
“drawings” and “written explanation” in Article 50(4).

c. FHEOTIVIIMEICAITT (BFFICEII32FHROT
I IVLHEERTE] DAR)

FEREORRAERE Z. 2021TF3A31HIC FHFTICETS
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FEHESEICSEWVWT, UTORT Y1 —ILTHREEED D Z
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Ao TIIIRIEOBEENEVWFHRE BT
U, INFROBRKEHE TREBREREDIZETINF
BORREIT Y1 — )L TOREEBIET,

FRUADOUTERICOWTIZ, ELEIEORTIRTEE

BEZDD, #EE7O0-DRBELETV. ESLOFEELY

AT LABEDHBEEABELZLT, IBRT IV ILEEED

TWK ZEE L, BPHMICEFENLZIFEZEREL TWL,

(i) BHIFHKICHIFZINDE LEDODVD-RIC &L B *30

NETE@ (K) TUMNMRHTEAh -, EWNBHZED
UEERBURVEBHUEGFRECE T ZRNE LES
RBET25HE(C. E@ (K) ITRXTDVD-RICEHLEE
FR—Y CRBTAIEATRET DL SESTERELS

(202241181 BHET).

CWRERZEHEFL, EWEHR. FTESH. EEESRICH
BHURY (5T /AEERR) EROBEIT. NHREH
XIFBRBORY TICHRDIBELTITHE,

LB LEFE L TRRERZEHE(E. FHEmTRASE
S50%52EM [EL] RO HEl. RAEHEIED [FEHE
BAE| TCICRALBIED [ME] RO [HBEE],

B
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/sesaku/tetsuzuki_digitalize.html
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6 Diss,emination of Information on the
JPO’s Measures to Overseas Users

The JPO disseminates information to overseas users
regarding matters such as the JPO’s measures that are
available to overseas users and latest statistics. Through
such dissemination of information, the JPO supports
overseas users in filing applications with the JPO and
smoothly obtaining rights in Japan, and it promotes
their understanding of the JPO’s activities.

-In 2022, “The JPO Quick Reads”*3" was published
50 times, through which the JPO disseminated
information focusing on measures available to foreign
users, such as the JPO’s attachés in various countries,
the JPO’s international cooperation that contributes
to global registration of rights, and reports on
international meetings. [Figure 2-3-9]

- The JPO enhanced the content provided on “The JPO
Key Features”.*3? |t contains information on a range
of measures related to patent, design, trademark, and
trial and appeal. [Figure 2-3-10]

- The JPO enhanced the content of materials that
introduce the JPO’s measures to overseas users and
published the materials on its website.*3?

- The JPO website*3* published successful cases of
foreign companies which are conducting business by
acquiring patent rights in Japan.

- In 2022, the JPO exchanged opinions with 31 foreign
companies, aimed at deepening their understanding
of Japan’s IP rights systems and examination practices
and grasping what foreign companies demand of the
JPO. It established a website for companies to apply
for opinion exchanges with the JPO.*3*

- The JPO offered information using its official English-
language Twitter account**¢ to reach a broad range
of overseas users. In addition, the JPO began offering
information from its official LinkedIn account**” in
January 2023.

- The JPO provided updates of its measures to overseas
users at international symposiums and seminars.
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Figure 2-3-9 The JPO Quick Reads Banner / The JPO Quick Reads 1 X —<

Tips for making the most of JPO's initiatives!

Figure 2-3-10 The JPO Key Features
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