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7 Patents

The JPO has been aiming to achieve the “world’s fastest
and utmost quality patent examinations”, so that once
applicants obtain patents in Japan, the associated
examination results will be upheld overseas to facilitate
the smooth acquisition of rights abroad. To this end, the
JPO has been implementing various measures focused
on “maintaining speed”, “granting high-quality rights”,
and “cooperating and collaborating with foreign IP
offices”.

1) Examination Performance

With the acceleration of the intellectual property
(IP) creation cycle, comprised of IP creation, the
establishment of rights, and utilization of rights, there
is a growing need to shorten total pendency, and
the JPO has been engaging in initiatives to speed up
examinations. [Figure 2-1-1] [Figure 2-1-2]

2) Initiatives to Speed up Examinations

(i) Securing the Necessary Number of Examiners

In order to maintain and strengthen the patent

examination system, the JPO is working to secure the

necessary number of patent examiners, including fixed-

term examiners.

- For FY2022, the JPO secured a capacity of 1,662
examiners (including fixed-term examiners).

(ii) Outsourcing Prior Art Searches

By outsourcing prior art searches to registered search

organizations, the JPO promotes the speeding up

of examinations and improves examination quality
through utilization of the private sector.

- As of November 2022, there were 9 registered search
organizations.

- In FY2022, approx. 143 thousand searches were
outsourced, all of which involved searching patent
documents in Japanese. Some also included searching
patent documents in English (approx. 73 thousand),
in Chinese or Korean (approx. 15 thousand in total),
and in German (approx. 3 thousand).
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Figure 2-1-1 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Patent Examinations in FY2021
2021 FEICH I 2 REFEED FA BB X OHEFE £ TOHIK

FA Pendency

—REEEA 10.7 months on average /F510.15 A
FTOHAE

Total Pendency
HEFME &£ TOEE

Note:

%% :

Request for Establishment
Examination First Action of Right
ALY —REEBEA KR
® ®

15.2 months on average /#5915.208

- The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the date of examination request until the JPO sends

the first notice of examination results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a notice of patent grant or a
notice of reasons for refusal).

- The total pendency (also called the “standard pendency”) is the period from the date of examination request to

withdrawal or abandonment or until a final disposition (excluding cases where the JPO requests an applicant to
respond to the second notice of reasons for refusal due to the amendments submitted by the applicant, and where
the applicant performs procedures they are allowed to use, such as requests to the JPO for extension of the period
of response and for an accelerated examination).

- —REEBME TOHR (FA ) (L. BEF KAV LBEB (L L2 BER/RORY OB (T (CHFEEX (FIEEERBMNE)

DHBASARE SN F TOHHE,

- AL E TOME (MREREHB] ct05.) F. BEFKANOGIWTIS - BEXIRELDZZ(T 2 E TOHE (HEA

NHESZSHZEICRAL TN OBEDINESZLBAILKRD 2 L5 RIBEL. BHFTICONEPHOERPEHDOE
EEZRDBHAED, HEACROHONTWSFHREAABLIIEEER<),

Figure 2-1-2 Number of Patent Examination FAs, Number of Patents Granted, and Number of International
Search Reports Established / ##FE=ED FA . RHTEEHBERVOCEBRATRES(ERER

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Number of FAs 232,701 227,293 222,344 232,070 242,626
Number of Patents Granted 177,852 167,945 164,846 172,996 187,794
Number of International Search
Reports Established 47,934 51,666 50,338 48,502 49,154
E R IR SR

Note: - The number of first actions in patent examinations is the number of first notices of examination results (for the

fH% :

most part, either a notice of patent grant or a notice of reasons for refusal) issued by examiners to applicants, etc.

- The number of patents granted excludes the number of patents granted after a request for appeals against an

examiner’s decision of refusal was filed (including patents granted through reconsideration by examiners before
appeal proceedings).

- The number of international search reports established is the number by year of issuance of international search

reports prepared and issued by the JPO as the International Searching Authority (ISA) under the PCT (the number
of international search reports includes that of “decisions of not preparing an international search report”).

- FAHE(Z, BEEBICL2FERRORYOBH (EICHFEEXMERBHENSE) NHEBAZARKEINHH,
- FEFEEARL. BREETREVFERUE MIBEEZEL) OBFINLRGFIEENLVEE,
- ERRERSERARIE. PCT OERAEKE E U TRAERFTHIMER - %X U CERRERSORXFGHE (HEHR

BERSICE. [ERAERSEFERULEVWRE] NEEnd.),.
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3) Accelerated Examination and Super-
Accelerated Examination

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers accelerated
examinations and super-accelerated examinations
that, upon the request of an applicant, expedite the
commencement of an examination. [Figure 2-1-3]

(i) Accelerated Examination*'

- The accelerated examination system for patent
applications may be applied for applications that
are also filed in one or more other countries and
applications by small and medium-sized enterprises,
etc.

-In 2022, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 2.3 months on average.

(ii) Super-Accelerated Examination*?

- The JPO is running pilot programs for a super-
accelerated examination system for applications of
higher importance including the applications for
inventions that have already been put into practice
and are filed in one or more other countries.

- First action is issued within one month from the
request, in principle (within two months, in principle,
in the case of DO applications*3).*4

- In 2022, there were 1,241 requests, and first action
pendency from request for super-accelerated
examination was 0.6 months on average (1.4 months
for DO applications).

3) BISE - A—N\—RHEE

—EDEHDT T, HBADILOBRBEEZZ (T TEEDEFR
HEBEICKNTREDLIBRHESE - R—/N\—RHEEL
LTW3, [2-1-3H]

(i) PHEE"

- BFHEICET 2 RFHBEEONRIE. SEICEHEELT
W3 HEE, PNEERFOLHES,

$20225 0. RREZTOREN O —RELBAE TOHH
(349235 A,

(i) R—N—FRHEE*?

- BEICKRIEL TWBREBICHRIHEN DHEICHHEL T
WBHHEZED, NEZEEOEVHEZNREL TR —
N—RREEEHT,

- BEDSRATNBUA (DOHEE*ZD>WTIERA2H,
BUR) [C—REEHRTEN,

- 2022F DERFEEREII 241, R—/N—REHEBDRH
MHO—REFTBANE TORMBIEFH0.67F (DOHRE(C
DWTIEFF1L4H9A),

*1 *2

English
1 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
shinsa/jp-soki/index.html

| BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/soki/v3souki.html

#ee English
i https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
shinsa/jp-super_soki/index.html

. BAGE
kr  https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
7 shinsa/soki/super_souki.html

*3  Applications that have entered the national
phase after international application.
ERRHFER. EPRRRE BT L,

4 CETEME O
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/document/index/
»  supersoukisinsa.pdf
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/document/index/supersoukisinsa.pdf

Figure 2-1-3

Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Patent / 45T R HAEE D EH B4
Number / #
25,000
i 22,912
21137 22,401 22,219 20578
20,000
15,000
10,000
5,000
0
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Year /&

Note: - The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Written
Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” that were
submitted.

%% : -RHEZORLAHRI. [RPSEICEY Z2EEHRAE] S RESNHH,
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4) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Patent Examination”, which
constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of quality
management, and the “Quality Management Manual
for Patent Examination”, which documents quality
management and its implementation system, the JPO
has been engaging in the following initiatives in order to
realize the utmost quality of patent examinations in the
world.**

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents documents
by examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc.,
managers of the examination office check substantive
and formal aspects of such documents for all cases.

- Examiners consult with managers or other examiners
in order to share search know-how and knowledge,
etc. to curb search and decision discrepancies among
examiners.

(ii) Quality Verification

- Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners
are audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and
format before sending official documents to applicants
and agents.

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO
conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-4]

- In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management, which consists
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and
has been implementing initiatives for the quality
management of patent examinations, based on reports
by this subcommittee.

4) REEEICEHTZIE

REEBOEARANEAD (BEBEICHTZRERY
V-] RO, REBERFZOEBESICOVTXELL
- IBFBEOREEEICEHTS V17l OTF. RS
ERENEFEENERICAIT TUTOREET>TWSE ™,
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’

(i) mERE

- BEEICL BN - BEEFICRZ2EAICOVT, HEA -
REBAICHKESNZGAIC, BEZOEBBAREH -
REICDIEOEEFI VY,

Y =F/oNT AEFEHELEL. BEEEOEOY —
FRYHUMOBEZINE I 57H. BEETEEBX (I
DEEE LIHBE R,

(i) mERE

- BEEICLDUNDZOHM KRV ZOHRE LTERSN
ZERERZEOHTICOVT, HEEEEHINEREERERIC
EE &R,

cFA BRI - —XEEETZ-H. BELEDERX

2, BEREICETZ2ERZM, 21— —FEAE%E
Eie, [2-1-4E]

- 2014 8AN L EL£BEEZSNNHENIREDTIC.
AREHEEN ORI BEREETENRESAREBELCH
D, URNEESORELABEZ. BTIEEOREEE
(2817 % B % =1,

2 English
T https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

e
BAGE
= https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
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Figure 2-1-4 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Patent Examination Quality

BHFRHEDEICOWTOI—Y —HERAEDER

Results of User Satisfaction Survey (Overall quality of patent examination on national applications)
AP EREOHER (ENEEICE T 2 RHAFEELROEOTE)

0 20 40 60 80 100%
2018 321 0.7
2019 36.5 0.5
. ‘ .
-
£
200 33.0 2.4/0.3 23
=N
£ 0
2021 32.0 1.2 13
‘ = o
= =
= O
2022 344 0.6 -
=N
FY /&FE %
Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied Neutral Somewhat Unsatisfied Unsatisfied +|J
R B R 8 B ]

Results of User Satisfaction Survey (Overall quality of the international search and international
preliminary examination on PCT applications)
IA—H—HEAEORKR (PCT HEEICH T 2EERATSLROE D)
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e LB R i HBHRHE i
Source: - JPO, “Report on FY2022 Annual User Satisfaction Survey on Patent Examination Quality”
(October 2022)
&axt - BHT (S 4 EERTFEEOBE(COVWTOI—Y—HEAERSEE] (2022410 B)
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5) Revision of Examination Guidelines and Handbook

The JPO introduced the restriction of Multi-Multi
Claims on April 1, 2022 for the purpose of promoting
international harmonization as well as reducing the
workload of examination and the burden of monitoring
by third parties. Accordingly, in March 2022, the
“Examination Guidelines for Patent and Utility Model”*¢
was revised to mention the Multi-Multi Claim restriction,
and necessary amendments were made to the relevant
sections of the “Examination Handbook for Patent and
Utility Model”.*” In addition, the JPO provides a Multi-
Multi Claim detection tool on its website*® to enable
applicants and patent agents to more appropriately
comply with the restriction of Multi-Multi Claims.

6) Examination Measures for Addressing
Various User Needs

(i) Interview Examinations*®
The JPO conducts interview examinations to facilitate
communication between examiners and applicants, etc. In
response to the needs of applicants and agents, etc. in remote
areas, the JPO not only conducts interview examinations
in the JPO’s building, but also conducts on-site interview
examinations and online interview examinations.*™ It is also
possible to conduct an interview examination with some
of the participants participating online. With the spread of
COVID-19, the JPO actively conducted online interviews
from the viewpoint of preventing infection. As a result, the
ratio of online interviews in 2022 was 72% (the ratio of online
interviews in 2019 was 5%).
- In 2022, there were 1,712 interview examinations
(of these, 23 were conducted on-site, and 1,227 were
conducted online).

5) BEBEEE - N\VYRTYvIDHE]

ERANL I CETENEEERVE=EDERGIBOERD
BaND, 2022F481HICVILFVILF I L —LEIR%=E
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HIRRICBES 28 % [H55F - ERMEBEEE ] (2BMT
SUETZTV. [F5EF - EREFRBE/N\Y R TV ¥ OF
EYLEMICOVWTHERBIEET >, oo HEARY
READEDBETICVILFVILF L —LHBARIETES
&5 FHFEFIVITVA MBCEWTTILFIILFIL—A
Y —ILEREL TV,

6) LAY —=—XHWHET Z2-HDEEM
R
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BEECHEEAFEOBIZEVT, HBICEEHREENS -
EHEERNELT, MEEEERMEL TV, EiEMOHEA
PREAZOZ—XICHA. FFTTFETERY 2EEEE
Dfts, HREEZBELA Y S VEEEELRBELTY
%, —EDBMEDHF Y SA4 Y TSML T, HEEEEE
Y2 EEAEETH D, FRIOFT VAL RAEPEILKIC
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fofER, 2022F(2HBFH A4 Y S VEEBLRE72%E B>
TW% QO19FICEIT2A4 YT VEELEZS%).

- 2022FDEEIL, 7126 (N, HREHEE234. TV

T4 VEEEE,22TH).

*6

. English *8
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/tukujitu_kijun/

21¥  index.html

BAE

- https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
guideline/patent/tukujitu_kijun/index.
html

*7 i English *9
8 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/handbook_shinsa/

¢ index.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
3 guideline/patent/handbook_shinsa/
findex.html

English
;  https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
shinsa/multimulticlaims.html

=k
£:  https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/letter/multimultichecker.html

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
shinsa/junkai.html

H BAE
% https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
¥ shinsa/mensetu/junkai.html

BAGE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
3 shinsa/mensetu/telesys_mensetu.html
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(ii) Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting
Business Strategy*"
The Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting
Business Strategy (CEIP) is a measure that supports the
acquisition of rights in time with business development,
with examiners for multiple applications related to the
business (patent, design, and trademark applications)
coordinating with each other to conduct their respective
examinations. [Figure 2-1-5]
To further facilitate the use of CEIP, the JPO reviewed their
implementation and revised the guidelines in July 2022.
- In 2022, there were 11 applications.
- Of these, there were 126 patent applications,
13 applications for design registration, and 3
applications for trademark registration.

Figure 2-1-5 Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting Business Strategy / S # ISR IS £ & HBEE

. : . Building an IP Portfolio /
Entire Project / S8 Company / {23 BB E DRI
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Application contents
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English

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/matome_sinsa.html

; A4E

?; https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/shinsa/general/matome_sinsa.html
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(iii) Phone Communication with Teleworking
Examiners*'2

As more examiners telework with the spread of COVID-19,
the JPO has in place a mechanism for teleworking
examiners to contact applicants, etc. by phone since
April 2021. Even if examiners receive a phone call from
applicants, etc. while teleworking, examiners can call
them back, enabling smooth communication with users
even in a telework environment. In response to the
increase in phone communication and online interviews
with teleworking examiners, the JPO has prepared a
leaflet that introduces these communications.*™

(i) FLI7—VHOBEEE L OEEER?
FRIOFVAIILARBELKICHEN, BEEDTLT7—7
MIERBZH, 2021F4AL L, TLIT—OFDOBEEEHNE
FENZICEBEERTI2FREERBL VWS, NICED. T
L7 —7HDBEEICHBEAZN L BEEELH--HEET
H BEENSOWMDIERLDEFEEENTEDLSITHD,
TL7—OBETICEWTE, - —EOABAII1=
T3 vhagEL o, TLI—VHOEEBELNESE
BEIECA Y S VEBOEMAZIFC. TNH6mIIa1z
T=23VIIDOWTBNTEY =T Ly M*BEER LT,

*12
B
https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2021/04/20210401001/20210401001.html

BAEE 5T
i https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/sonota-info/document/panhu/
tokkyo_communication.pdf

BAZE BE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/sonota-info/document/panhu/
isho_communication.pdf

BAE BE
4 https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/sonota-info/document/panhu/
e shohyo_communication.pdf
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7) Improvement of Foundation for Prior Art
Searches

Prior art searches are one of the important pillars for
maintaining and improving examination quality, and
a constant improvement of the foundation for prior art
searches for both patent documents and non-patent
literature is therefore crucial.

(i) Initiatives Related to Machine Translation Texts

- On the retrieval system for patents and utility models
used by examiners, the JPO continues to accumulate
full text Japanese machine translations of US, EP, and
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
patent documents in English and CN and KR patent
documents in order to retrieve and screen documents
in Japanese.

(ii) Initiatives Related to Improvement of Patent
Classifications

- As part of improving the foundation for prior art
searches, the JPO discussed revising International
Patent Classifications (IPC) for approx. 70 technical
areas in 2022, with aims such as introducing the
superior classification entries of FI*'* and F-term*'® to
the IPCs.

- Under the principle that FI must be compliant with
the latest IPC, in FY2022, the JPO amended the FI
scheme for approx. 450 main groups and conducted
F-term maintenance for approx. 20 themes in order
to search efficiently for Japanese and foreign patent
documents.

- Al is used to automatically assign FI and F-term to
foreign patent documents. Both Japanese and foreign
patent documents may be searched at once using
common patent classifications.

7) FBTRMXHARED-HOEBE R
EOIRMXEBAEL. BEEOEDOHR - M LOFODEER
BO—2THH. ZDIHDOEEERFFXH - FFRFFXE E
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*14 FI (File Index) is an original patent classification system that is a
subdivision of the IPC governed by the JPO.
FI (File Index) &3, IPC Z#IRR L7z BAERFTIRE DD,

*15 F-term (File forming term) is an original classification JPO
expanded to various technical aspects (e.g., purpose, use, structure,
material, manufacturing method, processing and operational
method, and means of control) by technical scope (theme).

F % —L (File forming term) &%, &M#HHE (F—<) JITBE4D
RTERSR (BR0. AR, 85, MRl 85 MBRMERE fIHFRE)
=R’ LBAESSFTHRE DD,
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8) Initiatives for Al- and loT-related Inventions

(i) Team for Supporting Al Examinations

In January 2021, in order to achieve efficient and high-
quality examinations of Al-related inventions, the JPO
inaugurated the Team for Supporting Al Examinations
to improve the examination environment for Al-related
inventions. The team consists of managers, etc. and
experts on Al examination, who work together beyond
their responsible technical fields to accumulate and
share knowledge on the latest Al-related technologies
and case examples of examination results, and to hold
discussions on related measures for patent examinations.
The experts on Al examination collect knowledge from
the respective examination divisions, serving as a hub of
examinations concerning Al-related inventions, provide
consultation services to examiners outside the team
and thereby support examiners in achieving efficient
and quality examinations. In addition, in March 2022,
officials in charge of Al provided training for examiners
to share the collected knowledge and other information.

(ii) Examination Guidelines in Manga: Al/loT Edition*'¢
To further increase readership in ASEAN countries of
the “Examination Guidelines in Manga: Al/loT Edition,”
a manga introducing the basic concepts of examination
guidelines, the JPO created and released a Vietnamese
version®" in February 2022 in cooperation with the
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and a
Thai version®'® in August 2022 in cooperation with the
Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO). In addition,
the JPO created and released an English-language video
of the Prologue and Chapter 1 in March 2022. [Figure 2-1-6]

8) Al - loT BIESEAICEE 9 S ENA

(i) AIBEXEF—L

2021F1R. AIBEXRBONXRNHI DEmBELEEZRR
THH. AIBEXBICET2FERENERFZESAIE
BXEF—LZHELL. AIBEXEF— L3, EEEBSE
EAIBHENOEBREIN, BURMOBFZBA TEEL.
RHOAIBERMICETSARCEESFAOEE - HEAX
VEETIRABTERRDORIZZTOEDTH S, AlE
HEE AIBBERBAICETZIEED /NI ELT &FE
HFIOARZEN L. AIBEXEF—LADEEELSD
BB LB I T, XN OERELBFEOERICEIT
EXEET>TWD, /ol 2022838, AIBHE([R &
WUENREZHET 2O FBEEMITOTMEZREL

(ii) BEEEELE~AI - loTiHE~*"°
EEEEOEANGEZ Az 2EL L BEEEEE~
Al-loT#RE~] I22W T, ASEANNDE LA ERERS
feé. 2022F2B ICIZER G AEE (JICA) AL TR
b LZERAEER L, 2022488 (122 AAE 5 IREMLE
(JETRO) &AL THABR " HEH L. TNETNAK
Lfo &7z 2022F381CIF7O0— 2V EHTIEICDOWTE
EROBEZER L. AFKLUTZ, [2-1-6H]

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/comic_ai_iot_
¥, e.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
% guideline/patent/comic_ai_iot.html

Vietnamese / N k> 1158
fii  https://www.jica.go.jp/project/
&% vietnam/059/materials/index.html

Click on the “;&45-#I#5 ” link at the bottom
of the page. *—ITHD Y > 7 THES-HIf
=70V,


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/comic_ai_iot_e.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/comic_ai_iot.html
https://www.jica.go.jp/project/vietnam/059/materials/index.html
https://www.jetro.go.jp/world/asia/th/ip/

Figure 2-1-6 Examination Guidelines in Manga: Al/loT Edition (left: Vietnamese, right: Thai)
BEBEEEE~ Al - loT i~ (RMFLFEWR () &9 18R (B))
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The JPO has been implementing a variety of initiatives R TR BYSEREORECI—F—0f@EER L. *
including accelerated examinations and quality =RAECZOBES RO, BHEE, JESES,
management, in order to appropriately protect designs, B4 OIEAEERL TS,

improve convenience for users, and strengthen the
competitiveness of Japan’s companies.

1) Examination Performance 1) BEXE
The JPO is working to make examinations more efficient BEZREN BEDIRET N FEOHELEEDHTY
in order to protect designs promptly and appropriately. %, [2-1-7] [2-1-8H]

[Figure 2-1-7] [Figure 2-1-8]

Figure 2-1-7 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Design Examinations in FY2021
2021 EEILBIF2BREEFED FA HIERUHERL E TOHIRK

Application Establishment
Filing First Action of Right
HiFR —REEEN gAML
e ¢ o
FA Pendency I E
—REEBA 6.4 months on average /F#6.478 '
FTOHIM :

Total Pendency
HEFILE TOHEIRE

7.4 months on average /¥#57.4 18

Note: - The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice
of examination results to the applicant, etc. (excluding international applications filed to register designs under the
Hague Agreement, for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons for refusal).

- The total pendency (also called the “standard pendency”) is the period from the application filing to the
establishment of right (excluding international applications filed to register designs under the Hague Agreement,
as well as cases in which applicants are required to respond to the second notices from the JPO for amendments
submitted by the applicants within a certain period of time).

+ Excluding applications for graphic image, building and interior designs, which are newly eligible for protection under
the revised Design Act of 2019.

®E: - —REEZBMNE TOHRE (FAHR) (X, HENSEEEBICLZ2BERRORYOEN (BREEERLEEZR, EICBRE
EX(FEBRBHBNE) S HEASEARKEINS T TOHB,
- R E TOERE (BEEEHE] ctW5.) 3 HENSEIEE TOBME (BREEEREBER, £z, HEADEH
ELROONTWIEHBEZHEWVEESZTS ZEICL> T FHATHIOBEDNEERDONEHBEEER< L),
- BMTFREREECLDHICRETRE L >EREYRVERICHRIBEL VI ICHEDRESICHR D HEOBEZR <

Figure 2-1-8 Number of FAs and Decisions of Registration for Design Examinations

BREZEED FA R UOEFEEFR
pumberof FAs 31,266 31,749 30,164 31,959 33,165
Rgmper gl pecisions of Registration 27,301 27,909 26,465 27,773 29,901

Note: - The number of first actions is the number of first notices of examination results sent by examiners to applicants,
etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or notices of reasons for refusal).

#E: - FAFRIZ, BEBICS2FE/RROBYOBRMA (EICEREEXITEBERENE) NHEASARE I NIHE

60



2) Accelerated Examination*"

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers accelerated
examinations that, upon the request of an applicant,
expedite the commencement of an examination. [Figure
2-1-9]

- The accelerated examination may be applied under
the following conditions: (i) applications for design
registration related to implementations with an urgent
need for registration;*? (ii) applications for design
registration that are concurrently filed in one or
more other countries; or (iii) applications for design
registration by businesses, etc. that have suffered
earthquake damage.

- In 2022, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 1.9 months on average.

2) BgpEE"”

—EOBHOT T, HEADLDOBEEAZIF CTBENEFHE

BHEBEEICHKNTROLZRHEEEAEML TW5S, [2-1-9E]
- BHBREONR@E. (1) EALICOVTRAKEET S
EMEENERESFEE . (i) AEICEHELTOS
BEZFEE. (i) BRICEIRELZH-LLEDE
[F 267 I,

C20226 (3, BHIBEDREA S —RETBME TOHMM
(FFEHET1.9D B,

Figure 2-1-9 Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Design / EE R HAEE DB HFH

Number / #

350

300

278

2018 2019 2020

317
’50 241 ” 254
200
150
100
50
0

2021 2022

Year / &

Note: - The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Written Explanation of Circumstances
Concerning Accelerated Examination” that were submitted.

#%: - RREEOREART. [RPEECETIEEHRAE] 1RESNAZHFE,

https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/
i shinsa/soki/isyou_soukisinri.html

_ %20 Among (i), the JPO is implementing an initiative to commence examinations even earlier for applications where there are
HAE counterfeits already in existence and there are no problems in the application procedure. In 2022, the above period was
0.6 months on average.

(i) 356, FRICBRBERSRELLEDTH> T BEFHRICTHEDBVWERICOWTIE, LN—ERHICEFII2BEZERBEL
THN. 2022 FORIHRBIEF 0.6 BB
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3) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Design Examination”,
which constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of
quality management, and the “Quality Management
Manual for Design Examination”, which documents
quality management and its implementation system,
the JPO has been engaging in the following initiatives
in order to realize the utmost quality of design
examinations in the world.*?'

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents documents
by examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc.,
managers of the examination office check substantive
and formal aspects of such documents for all cases.

- Examiners consult with managers or other examiners
in order to share search know-how and knowledge,
etc. to curb search and decision discrepancies among
examiners.

(ii) Quality Verification

- Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners
are audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and
format before sending official documents to applicants
and agents.

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO
conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-10]

- In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management, which consists
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and
has been implementing initiatives for the quality
management of design examinations, based on
reports by this subcommittee.

mEEEICEHY 5

)

BEEEOEARANELS (REEBEICET2HERY

- R REERERVZOEBEESICOVTXEL L

[BEEEOREERICEISY=a7IL] OT. HRARS
=

\“ B0 w

BEOEREEOERICHIT TUTOREET> TWBE*,

(i) mERE

-EEEICKDEN - BEFICHRBEB@ICOWT, HEA -
REACEEINZFIC, BEEZOEEBIEAE - BRX
HIChh2#FT v,

cH—=F/UND AEEERBELKL. EEBEOROY—F
PHEOEEZINE T 5720, BEEIEEBX(IMOE
BE L HET E.

(i) RERE

- BBEEICLDUDEONM RS ZORERE L TER NS
BREOEERICOWVWT, REEEENERERXAICES
= K.

AR -Z—XZBET . PELOBRKRH
=, ERREGICEY 2RREMN. 1 —U —FARAEZ X,
[2-1-10K]

- 20145 8A L D EEBEBBSNNWMEIBEDOTIZ, 4
HEHELV LR PBEMBERNEEREZRBELTEN,
LRNEESDREZREA. REOBEORBEERICH
1T % BN & Ko

2 English
T https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

e
BAGE
= https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

Figure 2-1-10 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Design Examination Quality
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4) Initiatives for Supporting Design System
Users

(i) Publication of Guide Book for Beginners

In March 2022, the JPO published the “Your Design

Rights: Various Kinds of Usage” guide book for beginners,

namely, businesses thinking about introducing the design

system based on the 2019 amendment of the Design
Act and those who are not very familiar with the design
system. This all-in-one book gives them a detailed
understanding of the basics and merits of the design
system and its effective uses for business, and even
information about the basics of application procedures.

[Figure 2-1-11]

- A total of ten hypothetical characters appear in the
guide book, including a person who wishes to contain
the cost of anti-counterfeit measures, a service provider,
a BtoB company, a startup, and a sole proprietor. The
uses of the design system tailored to their respective
business and creations are explained in four-frame
cartoons in storybook style.

- An electronic version of the guide book can be
downloaded from the JPO website.*?2 The printed
version can be requested free of charge using the
contact form on the JPO website. As of November 2022,
8,000 copies have been distributed.

(ii) Release of Case Examples of Registered Designs
of Newly Added Subject for Protection under the
Design Act as Revised in 2019

Under the Design Act as revised in 2019 which expanded
the scope of protection, in January 2022, the JPO released
“Case examples of registered designs of newly added
subject for protection (graphic image, building and
interior) under the Design Act as revised in 2019”,*% and
in September 2022, the “Case examples of related designs
which were registered as designs including a graphic
image”.*

4) BEREERZXIEY S
(i) #IDERITHA KT Y I ORT

BEIFTIE. SOTEREERELZEICHRICRERNEDER

ERANTHIE WS LBEEL, BEFECHENFLL

BWEABITT, BEFEDEARPAY Y M EVRRICE

DELHRNOFRELEZFUSEBBEL, SOICHEFR

DEREXTEENDESIC. ITNonBEREZIMICE LD

MOEBITIOAART VY [AALDEEE +A+EDD

MWl Z202283RBI12RT LTz, [2-1-11E]

CEHENKEIR MM -VWE, T—EREEZELHE,
BtoB b, NV Fv—10E BEAFEIZFDOFIOADRK
BAYDEBL, ZTNZNOEI X ZAPEHEOERBICE
HELBRERMEDERAEEZ, 43V EEZAWCR ~—
|) —{£3IL T TN,

CHARTY O OBFRISEFT I TH1 NP0 b5Y
vA— RAgE, MFRIE HHFEF V7Y LoBBEL
BOET7A—LEDENTHERTRE, 20228118 £ TIC
8,00088 % Ao i o

(i) REBEZXICEI K HERRENROBEEEZHZRENE
DLFE
THNTEREEEREIC L 2RENRDILIEISH . 2022F
1A, WEBEXICEDSHARENR (B - BEY -
ML) OREZRFE . 2022498, [EHREELEED
BEREEREGE] 2/

BAE
¥ https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/
x% gaiyo/info/minnano_ishoken.htm!l

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
guideline/design/kaisei_hogo.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
guideline/design/kanren_isho.html



https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/gaiyo/info/minnano_ishoken.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/kaisei_hogo.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/kanren_isho.html

Figure 2-1-11 Guide Book for Beginners “Your Design Rights: Various Kinds of Usage”
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3 Trademarks

The JPO has been implementing various initiatives
including accelerated examinations, fast track
examinations, quality management, and protection of
regional collective trademarks in order to appropriately
protect trademarks, and to improve convenience for
users.

1) Examination Performance

In order to promptly and appropriately protect
trademarks, the JPO is working to make examinations
more efficient and reinforce the examination system,
including increasing the maximum allowed number of
trademark examiners. [Figure 2-1-12] [Figure 2-1-13]

2) Accelerated Examination™*

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers accelerated

examinations that, upon the request of an applicant,

expedite the commencement of an examination. [Figure

2-1-14]

-In 2022, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 1.9 months on average.

BEFF ClE. BYREEREORECLI—Y—DOFEER LD
o, FHEE. 77 ANy oRE. REEE. HEEG
BEDORESE, B4OEEZEREL T\,

1) BERE

R REN DHEYCRETANL, BEEODERLKRVEERSE
BEOEEBNESCEERFHORIEEEDH TN D, [2-1-12
E] [2-1-13H]

2) RgEE"”

—TEDNEHEDT T, HEADODHEEZZ(IT CEEDEFR

HEBBICHRTROZRHPEEZERL TW 5, [2-1-14H]

< 2022%F (3, RHETOHRENSO—REBEHROBHET
DEAREIEFE1.9D0 B,

English

% g
g https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/shinsa/soki/shkouhou.html

¢ https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/shinsa/outline_accelerated_trademark.html


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/shinsa/outline_accelerated_trademark.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/shinsa/soki/shkouhou.html

Figure 2-1-12 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Trademark Examinations in FY2021
2021 EEICH I 2EEEED FA BIE X OHEFL £ TOHIRK

Application Establishment
Filing First Action  of Right
HiR —REEBAM R
L ®

FA Pendency

—REEEA 8.0 months on average /F#458.01 A
F CTOHME

——————— ____.-__..

Total Pendency

HEFLE TOMRR 9.6 months on average /¥459.608

Note: - The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice
of examination results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons
for refusal) (excluding applications related to non-traditional trademarks and regional collective trademarks).

- The total pendency is the period from the application filing to the registration (excluding applications related to non-
traditional trademarks and regional collective trademarks, as well as cases where the JPO requests an applicant to respond
to the second notice of reasons for refusal due to the amendments submitted by the applicant, and where the applicant
performs procedures they are allowed to use, such as requests to the JPO for extension of the period of response).

®E: - —RETBHME TOME (FAHRE) (X HENSBEEICLZ2EFERRORYOBA (EICEFEEXFEREHBMNE) A
HEASAREEINDZFTOHBA (LW A TOBRERCHIBEEERICHR S HEZR<),
- EFMEE COEIE. HEDNSRELS F TOHE #FHLWY 1 7OBERCHBEGEERICRD HEZR< £ HEAD
BEEZ2T2CICERAL TRHFTDNOBEDISEEZHBAILRD 2 L5 WIBEP. HHFTIIHEREOEREXRDHDHEEE
=fR<a)o

- B oM
L 491deyd zwued

=i

Figure 2-1-13 Number of FAs and Decisions of Registration for Trademark Examinations
BEEED FA R B REEHE

P e ofFas 137,463 134,834 172,931 213,224 208,740
Rgmper gl pecisions of Registration 119,610 117,186 146,708 185415 188,157
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Note: - The number of first actions is the number of first notices of examination results sent by examiners to applicants, etc. (for
the most part, either a decision of registration or notices of reasons for refusal).

"% : - FAHRIZ, BEEILLIEERROSIOBH (E(CEFEEXIERERENE) NHBEASARKEINHE,

Figure 2-1-14 Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Trademark / FIiE R #AZEZ (O HHF#

Number / #
12,000 11,204 11,450
10,000 9,101
8,110
8,000
6,000 5,278
4,000
2,000
0
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Year / &

Note: - The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of applications for which “Written Explanation of
Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” was submitted.

"E: - RPSEOREARE. [RFHEEICHT2EBEHREE] MRESNIHBEOHE.
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3) Fast Track Examination**

The JPO carries out “Fast Track Examination” on a
trial basis,*?” in an effort to accelerate the processing
of overall examinations by increasing the number
of applications that impose little burden on the
examination on goods or services, while responding to
the needs for early trademark registration. [Figure 2-1-15]
For an application that satisfies the following
requirements, the first action is issued about six months
from the filing of the application. Applications subject to
the fast track examination are automatically selected by
the JPO, so no special application procedure or fees are
required for this examination.

[Condition 1] Applications that only designated goods
or services listed in any of the following at
the time of filing.

@ Examination guidelines for similar
goods and services

@ Appended table of the Ordinance for
Enforcement of the Trademark Act

® International Classification of Goods
and Services (the Nice Classification)

[Condition 2] Applications that have not amended
the designated goods or designated
services until the commencement of the

3) 77ARMMSYOBE™
EIZORHEFEL=—XIZEA DD, BEm - REOBE(CH
HBEEDVHRVWHEZELY & TEESADNERES:
3R, (772 MRSy oBE] #RTH7ICEELT
W3, [2-1-15H]

ROBHAEELLULEEICIOVWTIE, HENIS6HNBARET
—REBFEENMBANSINS, ABEDONRE R 2RISR
TCHEBNICHEETS 0. ABEICET2HREFHRERDS
FEBIIRE,

(BH1) HEREIC. ROWTNNIZEHINTLWIESR -
RBOIHEIBEL TWDHEE
OBLiER - REEEE%E
QOEEEEITRADBIR
QER - Y—EAEEBSEER

(BH2) BEEFRECILEETAR BERBOMEZT
TWAWHEE

examination.
*26 k27 Implementation is reviewed based on the circumstances under the normal
English examination period and other factors.
g BEOEEHHORREZREZ T EBODRELZTS,

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/shinsa/shohyo_fast_e.html

& OASE
% https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/shinsa/fast/shohyo_fast.html
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4) Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Trademark Examination”,
which constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of
quality management, and the “Quality Management
Manual for Trademark Examination”, which documents
quality management and its implementation system,
the JPO has been engaging in the following initiatives in
order to maintain and improve the quality of trademark
examinations.*2®

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents documents
by examiners regarding notices and decisions, etc.,
managers of the examination office check substantive
and formal aspects of such documents for all cases.

- Examiners consult with managers or other examiners
in order to share examination know-how and knowledge,
etc. to make prompt and appropriate decisions.

(ii) Quality Verification

- Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners
are audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and
format before sending official documents to applicants
and agents.

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO
conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-16]

- In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management, which consists
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and
has been implementing initiatives for the quality
management of trademark examinations, based on
reports by this subcommittee.

4) REEEICEHTZIE

RETBOEARAE LD (BESECHTZRERY
v—]. RO ZEEEBERVZOEREHICOVWTXELLE
(BEEENREEE(CETSY-17I/l] OF. BESE
DEOHE - MEERZ 0, UTOBEZT>TWE %,

(i) mERE

-EEEICKDEN - BEFICHRBEB@ICOWT, HEA -
REACEEINZFIC, BEEZOEEBIEAE - BRX
HIChh2#FT v,

CHREO/ UND, MEEEHELL. BE - NEGTINE
1570, BEBIEERX IMOEEE & HH% XK,

(i) MERE

- BBEICLDUADEOHM RS ZORERE L TERIND
BREREOETICOVWT, REEEENERERKXMICE
= K.

AR -Z—XZBET . BELOBRRE
2. ERREGICEY 2BEREMN. 21— —FMERAEZ X,
[2-1-16K]

- 20145 8A L N EXBEBBANNWMESNBEDOTIZ, 4
HEHEN L I2BERBERNEEREREL TEN.
LRNEESDREZREA. AEEEOREEEICST
% Bl = K.

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html

CHTLE
BAE
; https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/index.html
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Figure 2-1-16 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Trademark Examination Quality
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5) Al x Trademark: Image Search Competition*?

For searching figurative trademarks, the JPO has
introduced on a trial basis a tool that uses Al technology
to search for prior similar figurative trademarks (image
search tool) since 2019. In order to improve the accuracy
of this image search tool, the JPO held its first machine
learning competition and called on the wider public to
develop excellent prediction models.

(i) Overview of the Al Competition [Figure 2-1-17]

- The competition furnished actual image data used in
trademark examinations, and data scientists competed
on the accuracy of Al technology-based prediction
models.

- Excellent models will be applied to the image search
tool being piloted by examiners.

- The competition was held from November 2021 to
January 2022.

(i) Results

- The number of participants was 637, and the number
of entries was 1,453.

- The accuracy of the winning prediction models was
approx. 70% correct for the tasks presented by the JPO.

- This activity affirmed that Al competition is effective
for considering improvements in the accuracy of the
image search tool.

- The winning Al engines are being applied to the
image search tool and are being offered on a trial basis
to examiners.

- The JPO expects that improving the accuracy of the
image search tool will increase its contribution to
improving the quality of trademark examination.

5) AIXBIE: A A=V —FOAURFs 3 V**¥
BHF T, REREDRAZICE VT, 201910 5 Al
ZFALEETEUREBERRY —IL (A XA—SY—F
W—)L) ARBIICHBLTVS, ZO1A—JH—Fv—
LOBERALEZENE LT, BEFINRA THIEHEE
AVRTaoavEREL. L—RICENZFHETILO
BREHE ST,

(i) Al Y ~REEE [2-1-17E]

- REERICEEEEREICAVWSHEEKT — Y ZRH L. ARz
RWE=FAETILOBEZRS IVRT 123 VX,

EBNETIVEBEELIRAT M A I —FY—ILIC
B,

- FIEHAR(Z. 2021F11AN B 20225%F 18,

(ii) FAERR

- SMBEE6374. SEHIET,4534,

- ABLEFRHETILOBEL. FFTFIRRUERECH
L THI70% D IEAESE,
cSEDOFEHEBEL T AIQYRNI X =—JY—FY—)L
DEEELOBRHICEVWTENTHD Z L 2R,
CBE. ABLEAIZ VY VEAA—=IY—FY—)LIZE
L. BEEEAITICHTIEMS,

S AA=JY—FY—ILOBENALTEET, B
EEEOREMLICEST2EGVWEEE 2 & ICHE,

¥ English
#  https://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2021/1122_003.html

=k
w  https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2021/11/20211122001/20211122001.html
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Figure 2-1-17 Al x Trademark: Image Search Competition / Al X@&iR : A A=JHF—FAVRT 13V

The most excellent model will be
Japan Patent Office /#55FF implemented in the JPO system.
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6) Regional Collective Trademarks

The regional collective trademark system ** was
introduced in April 2006 in order to more appropriately
protect, as trademarks, regional brands that combine the
name of a region and the name of the goods (or services).
Prior to the introduction of this system, trademarks
comprised of “region name + goods (services) name” were
not approved for registration unless they already possessed
nationwide recognition. However, with this system, such
trademarks can be now registered as long as there is
recognition by consumers to a certain extent. [Figure 2-1-18]
- As of the end of December 2022, there were 1,325

applications filed, and of those 742*3" were registered.

(i) The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks
“The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks”,
which identifies that a local specialty is registered with the
JPO as a regional collective trademark, was established
with the aim of promoting the regional collective
trademark system and enhancing the brand power of
regional collective trademark products (services). In
principle, only associations that own regional collective
trademarks, the members of the associations, and those
who have been licensed by associations to use regional
collective trademarks may use the logo. The logo helps
to differentiate products (services) from those of third
parties. In addition, the logo is expected to help prevent
trademark infringement by third parties by using it on
product packaging, printed materials, and at events as a
tool to publicize registration with the JPO as a regional
brand. [Figure 2-1-19]

- As of the end of December 2022, 228 associations

were using the logo.

(ii) Dissemination and Awareness Raising

As a measure to further disseminate the regional collective
trademark system, the JPO published the “Regional
Collective Trademark Guide Book: Catalog Edition
2022” booklet,*32 which contains an overview of the
regional collective trademark system, support measures
related to the system such as consultation services for
the filing of regional collective trademark applications
and subsidies for foreign applications, and information
on the registered regional collective trademarks. The
Guide Book is distributed to various parties, including
the Intellectual Property Comprehensive Help Desk,
prefectures, municipalities, societies of commerce and
industry, chambers of commerce and industry, and
associations with regional collective trademarks, for
promoting widespread use of the system.

6) o EFEE
MIRFEEESE (3, MR EER (U-ER) &%
HAELE M TS Y RE, BEEE L TR D BEYICRE
T B2, 2006F4BCEASNHIETH D, [HIZ%
+Em (P—ER) &) TEBRINIEEZEE. HIEEAFE
SENAMBELN R FNIEEFENROSNEHN 2128 HIE
BAZE—EHAOEEHEICEHIN TONIEEFAEE
otz [2-1-18H]

< 2022512 £ TIZ1, 3254 HEES N Z D 5 H74244*
HEER,

(i) MBRAGFEEY—2

[HMIBEREEEY— 7 ] (3, HBOZ9H g FEEZEE L
TRHFTICEFINTWS Z EARTIET, MgHEEES
EOEkEMBHAGEEESR (Y—EX) 075V RARL
=ENE LTEE LR, RE. #BREEELRET 2E1EF.
HEDERE R CFEEL S S FEEEDERFEEZ (/-
EDHINERTED, V- DEEICLD. FZHER (F—
ER) EDERMLICRIIDE IS, BRD/NY T — I
RI#. 1RV bOBREIC, #75 Y RE U TRHFTICER
SINTWBZEZPREBZY—ILELTERTAHZET. &
—HICLAEEEREERAICHILET 2HRI RTINS,
[2-1-19M]

< 2022 12B £ TI2228D N ER.

(i) EREs

ISR EEFIEDE R D LR AR T -0, HIBFArEs
EOME., tMAEREDHERXRCAELEFHBERED
FIEICREYT 2XEKR., BHEIN TV 2 MBRMAEEEDOERS
BHLU-MT MERGEELS1 R Ty o~hsOs R~
2022%2] HEM L=, MFHRAXERO, HMEFE, MK
B, BIs - BLIaEA. HiBHEEZEEFRE T 2HGE
ICEEHR L. IAMICEL EREEZT> TS,



Figure 2-1-18 Regional Collective Trademark Composition / #igi FAREZDERK

Common name of the goods (services)
A (R %) DEBEHM

Regional name
HutR D i

Customary name of the goods (services)
I (%) DBRAATR

* Can be combined with characters/terms commonly used when indicating place of origin.
Example) Genuine, specialty, local specialty, etc.

KREMZRTY DEICHSNEIXFE L TUBRASNTWAIXFEAAEDES LN TE S,
B) BB ISEE R ES

Figure 2-1-19 The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks / #isiFAREE~Y — 7

itz B O 7 AR
T

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/

- counted as one in each region).
E$ﬂﬂ
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/

NTW2 (EHEICEN S ED0EZNZNAT Y M),

BAEE

*31 Registration numbers by region are 36 for Hokkaido, 60 for the Tohoku region, 116 for the Kanto-

Koshinetsu region, 66 for the Hokuriku region, 98 for the Tokai region, 163 for the Kinki region,
i trademark/gaiyo/chidan/index.html 52 for the Chugoku region, 32 for the Shikoku region, and 100 for the Kyushu region, and 18 for
Okinawa region, along with 3 for overseas countries (registrations spanning multiple regions are

' BREREBFICRES &, B8 36 4. R 60 4. B - BRE# 116 #. JtkE 66 . FiE 98 #.
Y gaiyo/chidan/index.html SEH 163 . RE 52 . FHE 32 #. AU 100 . REB I8 HRICIIA T, AENSDOERES 3 HFEFS

https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/document/tiikibrand/guidebook-catalog.pdf
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4 Trials and Appeals

1) Performance of Trials and Appeals

The status of the proceedings in 2022 is as shown in

Figure 2-1-20. [Figure 2-1-20]

- Trial for invalidation, trial for correction, trial for
rescission, and opposition are prioritized over ex-parte
appeal cases in principle for early dispute resolution.

- The JPO gives priority to and conducts accelerated
appeal proceedings for appeal against an examiner’s
decision of refusal cases upon request when the cases
satisfy the specific requirements. In 2022, the number of
requests for accelerated appeal proceedings*3* was 208
for patents, 14 for designs, and 35 for trademarks. The
average pendency period*3* was 3.7 months for patents,
4.1 months for designs, and 2.7 months for trademarks.

2) Improvement of Proceedings

The JPO is implementing the following initiatives in
order to further improve proceedings:

(i) Oral Proceedings

- In trials for invalidation and trials for rescission, oral
proceedings where the panel and the parties orally
assert against each other are proactively utilized in order
to accurately grasp and sort out the points of dispute
and to increase the parties’ acceptance of the results.

- In 2022, 95 oral proceedings (of which 68 [72%]
were online oral proceedings) were conducted. The
JPO compiled materials related to the online oral
proceedings launched in October 2021 and has made
them available on the JPO website.*35

- Based on performance, the JPO is considering making
improvements to the implementation of online oral
proceedings, such as increasing the efficiency of pre-
confirmations.

4 =¥

1) BHRE

2022FDFEDRMIE 2-1- 20D EH D TH %, [2-1-20H]

- EREY, FTEEY. BUHEEHRUEBZRI TIIOWTIE,
WEODREHRBRRER SO, R L TEEROEHES
EDBEMICETF,

I EREEAREBHEHICOVWT HENDESEHI-THE.
BRHICKDEEZEENICTS RHEREZXE, 2022F
2612 RHFEOR B A2 (3 T084. BET
14, BIETISHTH D, BEIBLRFFTFEEIT
MA. BEET¥H4IHA. BETHI2INA,

2) BEEDORR
BEL—ERARS LSO, UTOREEREL TV 2,

(i) OESE

- EHEHPECHBHICE W T, WELSERDITE - 18
PLUEEDNEROA LD, ABRAEAE YEEXNSHIO
ETERLH S OEFBEEEENIER,

- 2022%F (3. OSHOOBEER (N, AV 51 Y OEEE6S
# (72%)) =FEHE, 2021E10BNSRB LAY S 1
VOBHFEICOWT, BARERZELH. FFTI 7Y
1 P BE,

A VSA VOBEBEMERICOWT, REEAREXATEM
BROMELL EDHREERE,

*33 The number of cases where the “Written Explanation of
Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Appeal Proceedings” was
submitted and the cases were transferred to the board in charge.
When the cases that were not transferred to the board in charge
(including cases that involve decision to grant a patent upon
reconsideration by examiner before appeal proceedings) are
included, the number of requests for accelerated appeal proceedings
made in 2022 was 337 for patents, 14 for designs, and 35 for
trademarks.

[FEARE(CEY 2BERAE] 1 RESNBPIBE S NIHE. FFIB
BInhbh >4 MBERINENHE) 220D &, 2022 F(CH
172 REARIBORBMAHRIT. FFH 337 . BIED 14 . BIRH 35 #

*34 In the cases that are subject to accelerated appeal proceedings, the
average pendency is an average Calendar Year (CY) period from
the date it becomes ready to conduct proceedings after a request is
made, to the date an appeal decision is dispatched.
BHBEEONREGSEEHICOVT, BEIBRINEEAREL ST
NOBRIFESIND £ TOBMBOEET,

*35 BV

English
! https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trial_appeal/oral_proceedings.html

BAZE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trial_appeal/general-koto/
online-kankeishiryo.html
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Figure 2-1-20 Status of Proceedings in 2022 / 2022 & FE DR

Appeal against an examiner’s

decision of refusal Trial for invalidation Trial for correction Opposition Trial for rescission
# H # 5 Lhvi SHEH
B TR EmahEY JIEZEH EBHILT EUHEH
Number of Number of Number of Number of Number of
dispositions Péggﬁréy dispositions Pér;:ﬁr%y dispositions Pérggqr%y dispositions Péggqr%y dispositions P;éj:ﬁ'};y
IR i SLTRMHEL ’ pUBLIES <3 . SLFRHEEL ’ pUBLEES:2d i
Patents & Utility
Models 8,046 11.7 119 13.4 216 3.6 1,275 8.2 - -
K5 - AR
Designs
oo 313 6.8 12 123
Trad k
Tredemarks 1,153 8.6 70 100 - - 456 89 1,204 6.4

Note:

H% :

- The number of dispositions (excluding oppositions) is the total number of requests granted (including requests partly

granted), requests not granted (including dismissals), and withdrawals/abandonments. The number of dispositions
(oppositions) is counted by opposed patent.

- Pendency is the average processing period (in months) in CY from the date a request is filed (*1), to the date a trial/

appeal decision is dispatched (*2), to the date a withdrawal or abandonment is finalized and concluded, or to the date
a dismissal is dispatched.

(*1) The date a request is filed for opposition is the date an opposition is requested. The date for cases concerning
“reconsiderations by examiners as one of appeal proceedings” in “appeal against examiner’s decision of refusal” is
the date it becomes ready to conduct proceedings (the date the case has been transferred to the board in charge).

(*2) In patent opposition cases, if a “notification of reasons for revocation” (advance notice of a decision) is to be
made, it is the date the notice is dispatched. In trial for patent invalidation cases, if an “advance notice of a trial
decision” is to be made, it is the date the notice is dispatched.

- Only trial for invalidation is recorded for utility models.

CAMEBEH (BEBERULTERLS) (3CBEREEZ (B8R FRTHIL (BHT) RKORTIF - BEOHEDOEE, NEHH (2

BT (SRR OHE,

- BEHBEE. FHEKRB CK1) Mol BR (RIBRE) oFER (k2). WTI - RROHER. XEBHTOREXHETOH

HREOBETY, B3R,
(1) BEFLTCOVWTIERZEFRILH, FFEBEERARBHICSVWTHBEEICRIBHICOVWTUIBETRE A>T
H EBRBER).
(%2) HFRBOBHITICEWCECHERBHN (REDFE) 27003 Z0REH, BHHAREVEHIISVWTERDOTF
EET>LEDIEZDFEXE,

- EREFRIE. EHBHIOVWTOHET L,

JPO STATUS REPORT 2023

- B oM
L 491deyd zwued

=i

=
X
o
3.
5
)
=2
o
=)
(%2
~
_'
=
)
n
)
=)
Q.
>
°
°
o)
ol
)

77



(ii) Circuit Trials and On-Site Interviews

- When companies, universities, etc. in the local regions
are the parties concerned in trial and appeal cases, the
panel may visit their regions at their request to conduct
circuit trials (oral proceedings conducted for trials for
invalidation) or on-site interviews (interviews aimed
at facilitating communication on trial and appeal
proceedings).

-+ In 2022, 11 circuit trials and 4 on-site interviews were
conducted. Online interviews were conducted if onsite
visits were difficult due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

(iii) Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group

- The “Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group”, which
gathers together practitioners such as corporate P
personnel, patent attorneys and lawyers, in addition
to JPO chief administrative judges and administrative
judges, and which studies trial/appeal decisions and
court decisions based on actual cases, is convened.
Judges of the Intellectual Property High Court and the
Tokyo District Court also participate as observers.

- The study group deliberates a total of five themes and
five cases related to patents and trademarks and releases
a report that consolidates its findings.*3¢

(iv) Phone Communication with Teleworking
Administrative Judges
- As more administrative judges telework with the spread
of COVID-19, the JPO has in place a mechanism for
teleworking examiners to contact applicants, etc. by
phone since April 2021.*37

(i) WET - HREE

- HADEE KEENBHEGOUEETHIHERICIL.
YEEOFLEILN U CEREN2ESMIICEHE, KOFH
(BmHBHOOERE) . HREE (BECEALTER
BEAN27-00mE) ®EiE,

< 2022FICEWVWTIE, 1MTHEOKEIEY. 4O REES
EfE, MEIOF VA IILRARPEDEE CHERENRERS
BlE, V54 VvEEEER,

(iii) BHRBERES

cBHR - BHEBICMAT, EEOMMWMERS. FEL.
FELTZEOERBEN—ZICRL T, RAICEIETERRY
FPRIZOWTOMERZTS [EHEBEMES] ZHRE,
ANMESSRYFTRVCRFMARAFORHESL S T
H—/\—&10,

B RUBETHST —YRUSEHAZRT L. ZOHER
ERD EEHLBEECEAK,

(iv) FL7—2ROBHE L OBEER

CHEOOF VAL ABRRELRKICHWN, BHEDOTL T —
IMEZ B 2021F4AN D, TLT—UHOBHEN
HREAZCEEERT D FREERE,

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_
kentoukai.html

B
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_
kentoukai.html

BAZE
https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2021/04/20210401001/20210401001.html
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