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Support Measures, Law Amendments, etc.
ZEMESR. AUUEE

1 Support Measures

The JPO has implemented various measures to support
the IP activities of companies, universities, communities,
and other users from diverse aspects, such as provision
of information, consultation services, and support
related to fees.

1) Startup Support

For startups aiming for rapid growth based on innovative
technologies and ideas, IP strategies are essential
to compete globally. The JPO is providing support
from multiple perspectives in order to promote the IP
activities of startups.

(i) Intellectual Property Acceleration program for
Startups (IPAS) *' [Figure 2-3-1]

- Aimed at early-stage startups, the JPO dispatches
IP mentoring teams to provide support for the
development of IP strategies.

- IP mentoring teams are comprised of IP experts, such
as patent attorneys, and business experts, such as
venture capitalists.

- In FY2022, the JPO provided support to 25 companies.

- The JPO implemented a knowledge-sharing program for
developing experts who will support startups.

(ii) Super-Accelerated Examination/Accelerated
Examination Using Interviews for Startups

-While the existing super-accelerated examination
requires that applications be both “working-related
applications” and “foreign-related applications”, that
for patent applications of startups may be requested if
they are “working-related applications”.

- For the patent applications of startups utilizing
accelerated examinations,*? the JPO initiated accelerated
examinations using interviews with examiners, which will
lead to the strategic acquisition of patent rights through
interviews conducted prior to first action notification.

-In 2022, there were 27 requests for accelerated
examinations using interviews for startups.

- In 2022, there were 421 requests for super-accelerated
examinations for startups.
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(iii) Dissemination of Information

- The JPO opened “IP BASE”,*? an |IP portal site for
startups, in December 2018. It provides content such
as |P expert search and a Q&A corner for users to ask
questions to IP experts. It also publishes a collection
of IP strategy cases of Japanese and foreign startups,
a collection of IPAS cases, and a guide for venture
investors.

- The IP BASE YouTube channel** contains videos for IP
beginners and videos for startups that recognize the
need for IP.

- The JPO disseminated information on Twitter*s and
Facebook*¢ “|P BASE” accounts as needed.

- The JPO held regular IP seminars and study sessions
for startups.
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Figure 2-3-1 Outline of IP Acceleration Program for Startups (IPAS) / #IfA7 72> L —>3 > 7045 L (IPAS) OHE
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(iv) Fee Reduction and Exemption

- For startups, examination request fees, patent fees,
and international filing fees are reduced to one-third
upon request.

2) Support for Small and Medium-Sized
Enterprises

- The JPO provides SMEs with easy-to-understand
information on the overall support measures
implemented by the JPO and the National Center for
Industrial Property Information and Training (INPIT),
such as the Intellectual Property Comprehensive Help
Desk, the seminar on IP rights systems, and reduction
and exemption of patent fees, as well as information
on the dispatch of global IP producers, the subsidy
for filing foreign applications which subsidizes the
costs required for foreign applications, and support
measures for overseas expansion, such as fee reduction
systems for charges related to PCT applications.*’

- The JPO has opened an IP Finance Portal Site*® that
evaluates the business potential of SMEs utilizing IP,
and introduces initiatives that will lead to financing
and management support from financial institutions
(IPfinance).

- Targeting companies with high potential for IP
utilization, the JPO and INPIT dispatch Specialists
for Industrial Property Rights and others to provide
hands-on follow-up support up to the stage of business
growth, in accordance with the “Second Action Plan
for Regional Intellectual Property Revitalization”*?
formulated in July 2020.
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3) Information on Support Measures for Universities, etc.

The JPO and INPIT are developing comprehensive
support measures, covering the creation of inventions to
utilization of rights and commercialization, in order to
promote IP activities at universities, etc., which are the
source of innovations.*™°

- The JPO implements the “Project for Dispatching IP
Strategy Designers to Universities”. In this project, IP
strategy designers with expertise in university-industry
collaboration and specific technical fields maintain
communication with university personnel responsible
for supporting research as well as researchers. They
help discover research results whose IP rights are not
protected, in parallel with mutually sharing knowledge
and know-how, and suggest IP strategies that will lead
to further development and commercialization of
research that researchers aspire to pursue. In addition,
the knowledge gained in this project is published as a
collection.*1

- The JPO implements the “International Registration
Support Project for Establishing Startups Based on
Japanese Applications”. In cases where universities
and other institutions planning to commercialize
through startups are filing patent applications overseas
based on Japanese applications, this project subsidizes
a portion of the application fees, and thereby,
supports the global commercialization of outstanding
technologies and innovations.

- INPIT implements the “IP Producer Dispatch Project”,
which dispatches IP experts to universities and R&D
consortiums, etc. that promote R&D projects financed
by competitive public funding and supports social
implementation of the project’s research results from
an IP perspective. Furthermore, INPIT implements
the “University-Industry Collaboration/Start-up
Advisor Project”, which provides two types of support:
“Project Accompanying Support”, which dispatches IP
experts to universities and partner companies carrying
out university-industry collaboration activities and
supports social implementation of the research
results of university-industry collaborative projects
promoted by both parties, and “Consultation and
Human Resource Development Support”, which helps
with solving issues through the establishment of
the University-Industry Collaboration/Start-up Help
Desk by accepting consultations from universities on
university-industry collaboration activities.
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4) Model Contracts for Promoting Open
Innovation

Taking into account the content of the “Report on the
Results of the Survey on the Current State of Trade
Practices of Startups”*'2 released in November 2020, the
Japan Fair Trade Commission (JFTC) and the Ministry
of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) formulated
the “Guidelines on Business Partnership Contracts with

Startups”.*"* The JPO and METI then created “Model

Contracts for Promoting Open Innovation between

R&D-based Startups and Business Entities”, a concrete

tool for contract negotiations based on the concept

in the guidelines. The model contracts by technical
field consist of two types, “New Materials Edition” and

“Al Edition”. They specify an “assumed scenario” for a

specific contract negotiation, outline desirable contract

and negotiation approaches for the assumed scenario,
and present “new options” which are different from the

conventional compromises for negotiations. [Figure 2-3-2]

[Figure 2-3-3]

+ In March 2022, the JPO released “Model Contracts
ver. 2.0”, which are model contracts by technical field
that have been revised to improve convenience and
further accommodate contract practices, as well as the
“University Edition”, which addresses collaboration
between universities and startups/business entities.
In addition, the model contracts as well as pamphlets
and videos explaining the model contracts have been
posted on the JPO’s Open Innovation Portal Site.*™*
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Figure 2-3-2 Scope of the Model Contracts in the Open Innovation Process
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5) Support for the Promotion and Implementation
of Management exploiting IP

The JPO is promoting and supporting the implementation
of management exploiting IP utilizing IP landscapes, etc.
IP ePlat*"> publishes online seminars on IP landscapes.

- In May 2022, the JPO published case studies compiling
the results of interviews conducted with companies
that practice management exploiting IP, focusing
especially on communication between manager and
the IP division.

+ In FY2022, management consultants, IP consultants,
and, as necessary, IP information analysis advisors were
dispatched to ten surveyed companies to conduct on-
site studies on matters necessary for the penetration of
management exploiting IP in companies.

6) Development of IP Human Resources

(i) Promotion IP Education

The JPO and INPIT have prepared IP materials for the

development of IP human resources*'¢ and have made

them available on their websites to promote the use of
these materials.

- In 2022, the JPO provided “SDGs and Value Creation
- A Gateway to Inquiry (educational contents on IP
creation for classroom use)”, a collection of teaching
materials that can be used in high school classes,
etc., as well as teaching materials for developing
IP management human resource,*"7 including a
collection of case studies consisting of 17 cases and
questions based on corporate management and IP-
related initiatives.

(ii) 1P Learning School Support Program for Developing
IP Capabilities *'*

The JPO and INPIT support efforts to foster knowledge,
consciousness, and attitudes regarding protection of IP
and utilization of its rights, targeting students who are
the “industrial human resources of tomorrow” study
in vocational upper secondary schools and colleges of
technology.

- In FY2022, 38 schools were selected for support.
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(iii) Patent Contest and Design Patent Contest™"’
The contests (co-organized by the JPO, INPIT, the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology,
and the Japan Patent Attorneys Association and supported
by WIPO) select and recognize particularly outstanding
inventions and designs created by high school, technical
college, and university students, and provide support to
the winning students, ranging from patent application
to acquisition of rights for their submitted works.

- In FY2022, there were 521 entries in the Patent
category and 639 entries in the Design Patent category.
Following screening by the Selection Committee, 61
works were selected for the Special Award and the
Outstanding Achievement Award.
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7) User Support by the Information System

(i) System Development for Improvement of Convenience
for Users
The JPO has undertaken system development in line
with the “Plan for Optimization of Operations and Systems
of the JPO”*2° formulated in March 2013. Subsequently,
the actions to be implemented by FY2022 in the plan
were incorporated into the “METI Digital Transformation
Plan” in June 2018, and the digital transformation plan
was revised on October 14, 2022.*2' At present, in line
with the plan, the JPO is advancing system development
to improve convenience for users along with sweeping
reviews of system structures.
- The JPO completed the renovation of the official
gazette system in January 2022, and the time required
for issuing official gazettes has been shortened.

(ii) Japan Platform for Patent Information (J-PlatPat)

J-PlatPat*?? is patent information online service with

user-friendly functions to search for official gazettes of

patents, utility models, designs, and trademarks and to

check the legal status.

- In 2022, the official gazette information that can be
searched and checked on J-PlatPat was updated daily
with the renewal of the JPO’s official gazette system.

(iii) Trial Provision of API for Obtaining Patent Information

- In January 2022, in order to promote further use of
the patent information held by the JPO, it commenced
trial provision of patent information through API for
interested users.*? This AP| provides bibliographic
information, progress information, and the text of
documents such as notice of reasons for refusal, for
patents in Japan. It is now possible to obtain patent
information mechanically, and the API is expected to
further diversify use of patent information.

- In September 2022, the JPO raised the access limit for
information providers which meet certain terms and
conditions in response to user needs.

7) BHRYRATFLICED1—H—iE
(i) A—v—ofEERLOHDY X T LK
REFTIE. 2013 F3BICKESNT [HFTES - VAT A
BEEE ] 1A CHEEEDTE, D, 2018
F6H. YEBRBLHBEICTED DN TW2022£E £ TD
HHRERIZ BRBEEEETIYIL - ANXA Y hhREAETH |
IZEDRAFEN, HEPRAGEE. 2022F108148IZHE
SN, BEG, YZPREFBEICA>T. YRATLE
EORAMWEBELE S, 22—V —DFEEELED-HD
YRT LRREED T WD,
< 2022F1BICIE. DRI ATLDORIFAETT L. DT
IZE T % M % =B,

(i) $EFE|R TSy b 74— L (J-PlatPat)
J-PlatPat™(3. 453, ERFR. BF. BEOLHRORE
PRBBEROBEFDOHEZE T 2T BERERY —EXT
H5,

< 2022F(21E. BT OREY R T LDORIFT IS L T,
J-PlatPat TR R - BETE 2 AWBERIZ. AR TEH,

(i) JFEFIEIRESAPIDRITIRH

- 2022F 1R, FIFTORET 2T BEROEL D ER%ZR
ETB=H, ZHEHIIF L. APIZFIB L FFBEROR
TIREAFKR™S, RAPIZ. BAERORKHFOEFIER
PRABR., EREHBNEZNEHREFREZRETSE
Do FHFBROBMNRIENTAIEEE R D . FFIBRDE
FARENESICHBILT 52 LN BEEIND,

< 2022498 121F, A—HY—Z—XICHIHEL T, —FEDEHE
BT BRIEMELEICNT 27 7 A LREEM,

5 BxE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
sesaku/gyomu/system_saitekika_2013.
html

BAE

(Text /##E)
https://www.meti.go.jp/policy/digital_
4 transformation/asset/meti-dx/20221014/
“ honbun-dejigaba-chuchouki-keikaku-
meti.pdf

B (Annex /Bl4k)

;i https://www.meti.go.jp/policy/digital_
B3 transformation/asset/meti-dx/20221014/
#% besshi2-dejigaba-chuchouki-keikaku-

= meti.pdf
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v BARE
) https://www.j-platpat.inpit.go.jp
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
sesaku/data/api-provision.html
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2 Review of IP Systems

1) Law Amendments

Since September 2022, the JPO has conducted reviews
on revising the patent system in order to adapt the
Patent System Subcommittee, which is under the
Intellectual Property Committee of the Industrial
Structure Council of METI, to advances in digitalization
and globalization, and to streamline the JPO’s processes
through further digitalization. Furthermore, the same
Committee’s Design System Subcommittee conducted
reviews on revising the design system to address issues
specific to designs, while the Committee’s Trademark
System Subcommittee conducted reviews on revising
the trademark system to address issues related to
the trademark system for the development of brand
strategies utilizing trademarks.

In February 2023, the subcommittees compiled the
following reports containing the details below: “Patent
System for Promoting the Utilization of Intellectual
Property”, “Review of the Design System Concerning
Procedures for Applying the Exception to Lack of
Novelty”, and “Review of the Trademark System for
Developing Brand Strategies Utilizing Trademarks”.

(i) Patent Act
a. Revision of Service by Publication to Adapt to the
Impacts of COVID-19, etc.

- To enable service by publication in cases where
international mail acceptance is suspended due to
COVID-19 or other international circumstances and
items cannot be sent by registered air mail, etc. to
the country concerned for a prolonged period, the
requirements of service by publication should be
revised and service by publication should be possible
by publishing on the Internet.

b. Development of Regulations for Online Submission
of the Priority Certificate

- Regarding the procedure for submitting priority
certificates, which requires the submission of the
original in writing, the law should be revised to
improve user convenience by allowing a copy of the
priority certificate to be submitted and enabling its
submission online.

2 HEO®RE

1) EHMIE
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C.

Introduction of Restricted Access to the Award System

- Among the award-related documents, access should

be restricted to documents for which the party
concerned, etc. have given notice that trade secrets
are contained therein.

(i) Design Act
a. Relaxation of Procedures for Applying Exception to

Lack of Novelty of Designs

- The requirements for applying the provision of

exception to lack of novelty of designs should be
relaxed. It should be sufficient to submit a certificate
of exception for any identical or similar design which
was published as a result of one’s own act and has the
earliest date of publication.

(iii) Trademark Act
a. Relaxation of Registration Requirements for

Trademarks Containing Another Person’s Name

- For trademarks containing the name of another

person which, at present, cannot be registered
unless consent is obtained from the person with
the same surname and name, with the exception of
trademarks containing the name of another person
who is known to a certain degree, the law should be
amended to enable their registration upon taking the
circumstances of the applicant into consideration.
Introduction of a Consent System

- Trademarks similar to a previously registered

trademark of another person may be registered if, in
addition to the consent of the right holder of such
previously registered trademark, confusion over
origin should not arise between the two trademarks.
Change in the Method of Payment of Handling
Fees When Filing an Application for International
Registration using Madrid e-Filing

- The handling fees which must be paid to the JPO

can be paid to the International Bureau in Swiss
francs, together with other fees required for filing an
application for international registration, provided
that the applicant intends to file the application for
international registration using e-Filing.

c HEFREOCRESREA
- HEBRREREDS 6. HEEENSEENENTHIN
FEDRENH > I-EHORESEHIRT 5,
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ER:D

(iii ) B HRIE
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SNBVWADREZECERICOVWT, —EDHZE
ZHEYAMADREZEUHREZRE. LBRADSEEZ
ERLALTEREAREET %,

Cdvey NIEDEA
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BHOFHEEE—FET. A1 AT VICENEREBR
NN T B EEFREET B,



(iv) Act on Special Provisions for Procedures related to
Industrial Property Right
a. Revision of the Transmittal System
- The effective date of the JPO’s online transmittal,
etc. should be revised in light of the introduction of
the online transmittal system in the Code of Civil
Procedure amended in 2022.
b. Establishment of Procedures for Digitalizing Written
Procedures
- In order to improve user convenience, the JPO should
develop related regulations on the digitization of
application documents, etc., so that, in principle,
all application procedures with the JPO can be
conducted online.

2) Review for Enforcement of the System for
Non-disclosure of Patent Applications

- The Act for the Promotion of Ensuring National
Security through Integrated Implementation of
Economic Measures was enacted and promulgated in
May 2022.

- The system for non-disclosure of selected patent
applications in this Act concerns patent applications
for inventions that could involve a huge risk of
detrimental impact to the security of the nation and
its citizens if made known to the public. Until such
circumstances are resolved, the system will suspend
procedures such as publication of applications and
take necessary measures to protect the information.

- The JPO is in charge of primary review, etc. in which
it selects cases relating to the specified technology
fields, etc. stipulated by cabinet order and sends the
cases to the Cabinet Office. The JPO and the Cabinet
Office are currently preparing for the introduction of
the system.

(iv) TEMEEICET 5 FRFnrplIchT 5%
a. XEFEOREL
c B4 FICRESNERERFDRCEWT, AV 51>
EEFENEASINIEERER. FHTICET2F
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Initiatives on Standard
3 Essential Patents (SEP)

The JPO is engaged in initiatives related to SEP in view
of their importance, such as formulating the “Guide to
Licensing Negotiations Involving Standard Essential
Patents” and implementing the “Hantei” (advisory
opinion) for Essentiality Check*?.

1) Revision of the “Guide to Licensing Negotiations
Involving Standard Essential Patents”

The JPO prepared the “Guide to Licensing Negotiations
Involving Standard Essential Patents” in 2018 and
published it on the JPO website*? with the aim of
increasing the transparency and predictability of license
negotiations on SEP, facilitating negotiations between
patent holders and implementers, preventing or quickly
resolving disputes.

- In response to the recent accumulation of court
decisions and the emergence of inter-industry disputes,
the “Guide to Licensing Negotiations Involving
Standard Essential Patents” was revised based on the
court decisions and the latest global trends, as well
as the opinions received from in and outside Japan
through a call for opinions. The revised guide was
released in Japanese in June 2022 and in English in
July 2022.

2) JPO SEP Symposium 2022 - Latest Global
Trends and the Frontier of Discussion - (May
2022, online)

- At the symposium, then JPO Commissioner Mori
delivered a presentation, and experts from Japan, the
U.S., and Europe introduced the latest trends in SEP
discussions in their respective countries and regions.
In addition, panel discussions on the interpretation
of global court decisions and essentiality check were
conducted by panelists from various backgrounds in
Japan, such as business, academia, and law.

3 ESEpERNIICEY 3

BT Tl RELABFOERR(CES. RELARFTD
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Bz DY EHIE EOIEET> T 5,
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k24 In 2022, two requests were filed for “Hantei” (advisory opinion) for Essentiality Check.
2022 EOEERAEICR DM OO DYIE %KD D FRGFHIT 2 ¢

English
i https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/support/general/sep_portal/

: AEE
5 https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/general/sep_portal/
i



https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/support/general/sep_portal/
https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/general/sep_portal/

Presentation by then Commissioner Mori
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Presentation by Mr. Kappos (former USPTO
Commissioner)
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Panel Discussion
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Presentation by METI Deputy Director-General Hasui
REEEE EHEZEICLEE

it TR

Presentation by Mr. Kiljanski (Head of IPR Unit, DG
GROW, European Commission)

FIVPYRFR (RNEESRREKBAMI=Y bR) IC
LBHHEE

YRR ARG R

‘019 ‘SjuswpulwWy MeT ‘sainsesly poddng ¢ uayrdeyd giped

i LAl

L

JPO STATUS REPORT 2023 127



128

-h
\

D

iiiiiﬁlﬂllll

4 GXTI

Nowadays, we are expected to shift economic, social,
and industrial structures, which have depended
upon fossil fuels since the Industrial Revolution, into
structures driven by clean energy, and also to carry out
a green transformation (GX) in the form of an overall
transformation of economic and social systems.
In order to increase their corporate and social value,
companies advance efforts to objectively disclose how
the value they are providing (products and services)
can contribute to GX. In addition, under the revised
Japan’s Corporate Governance Code (June 2021), they
are required to disclose the impact of climate change-
related risks and revenue-generating opportunities on
their business activities and revenue, etc.

- The Green Transformation Technologies Inventory
(GXT1)*% is a technologies inventory which gives
a bird’s-eye view of technologies related to GX
published by the JPO in June 2022. Each item in the
GXTI includes the patent search formulae to search
patent documents. [Figure 2-3-4] [Figure 2-3-5]

- The GXTI presents an example of how patent
documents can be searched for a particular GX
technology. It is expected that GXTI would be used
to disclose GX-related technology trends and the
relationship between a company’s business activities
and climate change issues based on objective data.

4 GXTI

. EXEGLCROCARBPOORE - He. EXBE
., 2)—VIRILF-—hDIIBTSE, BEEERY AT LA
LURDEE, §BRHOEOXEETTHIENKROLNTWD,
Fro, BEFCHWTE, BEMEPEENEEDR LEZB
e LT, BEIRET SME (BR Y—ER) HGXIC
EDESICEBTEDZDONCOWT, BHROICRIEEEE
HONTWD, IMAT, I—RL—rANF YR - O=-FD
®ET (2021F6R) 2L D BEZFCHVTIE. [EEHIC
%2R0 RONEESD, BHOFEFSHCNSEFCER
BREIIDVWTORRAROBONT WD,

TGXTI () =Y bV RTF—X—2 3 VEITR AR,
Green Transformation Technologies Inventory) **|
F U=y bSYRTA—A=2 3> (GX) ICET
EMARET 27=0(2. 2022E6 8 IC¥FFHAER LT
RifIXHRTHDH . ERMRMICEEN DT ERE
T RO FREN EHE TR, [2-3-4R] [2-3-5H]

* GXTHE, GXIXAMTICEU T HHHAXME LD LS ITRET
BENEVSRICOVT—HIZRTENTHN. GXICET
BEMEES. CEOEETEH EIELHMB L OBKRE
BENGT—YICEDWIRTBRISERAINS Z 2 BE
L TERL,

= English
% https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/statistics/gxti.html

a AAREE
3. https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/statistics/gxti.html



https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/statistics/gxti.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/statistics/gxti.html

Figure 2-3-4 Outline of GXTI / GXTI OHE

Four Perspectives for Cross Tabulation / K154 > D=

GXTI

Green Transformation
Technologies Inventory

gxY01
Control / - 5%
Energy Supply .
e.g., Solar Photovoltaic Power IRIVF— G

Generation, Fuel Cells, Hydrogen B ABEFTE . PV, Ak

Technology
P — ﬁ

Energy Saving, Electrification,

Demand-Supply Flexibility HAIx - BAL - AR

Eigztlrig;ggt%lﬁ?g;ng in Buildings, B BEMOETRIVFE— b BEHEEU T«
I I ﬁ

gxC Batteries, Energy Storage N

|::] e.g., Secondary Batteries, Pumped it - ET%

lm:] Storage Power Generation, Thermal B =RES . K RE . BEH
Storage Materials -

XD €02 Reduction in Non-Energy .
FEN W TR HEOCO28IE

L‘(A e.g., Hydrogen Reduction ) BT OERIZH 1S B CO2HIRK. U A7)L.
Steelmaking, Recycling

9xE Storage, :
and of Greenhouse BEMBEAADEIL - B8 - P - B
@ g, CCS, Green Refrigerants De -3

Figure 2-3-5 Hierarchical Structure of GXTI and Patent Search Formulas / GXT| DB & FEFER

Patent Search Formulas /B&#ieER

gxA W .
: orldwide Patent Search (IPC) Text
I —fitia 2 —
Energy Supply / TRV +—4fitka IPC (ERHZ ) FEAP
Level 2 / X4y
01
Level 3 /M5 . ®HO1L31/04-31/078,
Solar Photovoltaic Power Genera HO1L51/42-51/48,H02S
ARBHRR @H02J7/35
10
. @C25B1/02-1/12 @®H2+'hydrogen*'
Hydrogen Production @C25B1/02-1/044 @H2+'h -
ydrogen
OB G ..

.o
oo

RSN RS Mol oW

*219 ‘slUsWpUaWY MeT ‘sainseslp 1oddng ¢ uordeyd zuned

JPO STATUS REPORT 2023 129



130

Initiatives for Operational
5 Improvements at the JPO

1) JPO Design-Driven Management Practice

(i) 1-OPEN*?’ Project

This project supports people with a passion to pave the
future by leveraging IP generated from their creativity
and desire to solve social issues, such as poverty, gender,
and environmental issues (I-OPENER). In addition, the
project aims to encourage the creation of additional
value in the form of industrial property rights and
present new IP approaches to solving social issues.

« In March 2022, the I-OPEN Forum was held online
to report on the results of the one-on-one support,
which matched ten [-OPENERs with teams of experts.
It was attended by approx. 200 people. At the I-OPEN
Forum, the teams of experts and other knowledgeable
persons, including patent attorneys and consultants
(I-OPEN Supporters), held dialogues based on
the cases of the ten I-OPENERs and discussed the
possibilities of leveraging IP that can be used to solve
social issues. [Figure 2-3-6]

- In November 2022, the JPO accepted applications
for I-OPENERs and I-OPEN Supporters for new one-
on-one support and began creating lecture videos.
In the lecture videos, patent attorneys, art directors,
and others each provide about a 10-minute-long
explanation of the knowledge and skills related to IP
which are useful for finding solutions to social issues.

The goal of the project going forward is to provide one-

on-one support for I-OPENERSs, to create a platform for

them to form a community amongst themselves, and to
present new P approaches at EXPO 2025 Osaka, Kansai,
Japan.

5 BHFFICSIT3EBREONE

1) JBEFICEITRTHI VBEORRE
(i) I-OPEN*77AYz o b

A7OYVo I BR, Prvy— (EE). BEMNE
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SLhrAVSA VEEL, 9200805, -OPEN 7 #+ —
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ORI RN % FEif. [2-3-6H]
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SHRIIEETEE, I-OPENERBEA I 2 =27 1« 2K
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%27 The word “patent” comes from Latin which means “open”. The term “I-OPEN” means paving the way for IP and innovation by oneself (1) and making eye-opening achievements.
Patent D EBIR 2 5 7 VB TOpen D BN H %, F 7=, MM ME (Intellectual Property) &4/ ~—> 3> (Innovation) 28B4 ES (1) »EVWTWE ALOBENS#HIESS (Eye-Opening)
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(ii) Support for SMEs

The JPO Design-Driven Management Project established
the SME Design-Driven Management Support Team
in 2020, and is working with the Regional Bureaus of
Economy, Trade and Industry to advance design-driven
management by SMEs.

In FY2021, with the goal of promoting design-driven
management in SMEs, the team established a vision
of “creating a virtuous cycle between design-driven
management and IP and regional penetration” and
carried out pilot initiatives for solving the following four
tasks: (1) integrated awareness-raising of design-driven
management and IP, (2) dissemination of information to
local SMEs and local governments, (3) establishment of
a collaboration system with local governments, etc., and
(4) promoting the introduction and implementation of
design-driven management. In addition, in collaboration
with the Small and Medium Enterprise Agency, the
team helped conduct questionnaire surveys and studies
of cases concerning design-driven management in
SMEs. The results of these studies were published in the
“2022 White Paper on Small and Medium Enterprises in
Japan”*2 (released in April 2022).

(i) PhEEOXIE
BHETTHIUREIOT TV ME. 2020F (12 TH/hBE
DT VUREZEF—L] 2FEBEL. SHBORAEER
EEELARN D, FNREOTH A VREDOHEICAITTZE
EZENEHATWS,

FNBEADTH A VREDERICAIT T, 2021FE (3,
[FH1 VRE CMBEOIFEROEIE &R E] #F— LA
oETaAvIZEIF. (1) TY1URE MO —KNRE
. (2) #gOFNEEPEREREANDOHEKE. (3) BA
FZLOEEAHOBE, (4) BA - EERORE. D4O0D
FEICEBL., INODFEEBRT 272 DHTHREGE
HiToTze Flz. FINBETEEFEEL, FINBEDTHA
VRBICET A7 VT — FMABVCENRESEAOHRAOETo
feo CNODBFBEDORREE. 202268 [F/NDERE?)
(Q022F4BAR) ([CBHINTWS,
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- In 2022, the team was renamed the “SME Support
Team” and reviewed the JPO’s measures to support
SMEs in addition to promoting their design-driven
management. For the former, in order to develop the
potential of the JPO’s support measures for SMEs, the
JPO embarked on the formulation of new measures
while conducting research on stakeholders based on
design thinking. For the latter, based on the previous
fiscal year’s efforts, the team outlined a basic concept
regarding the relationship between design-driven
management and IP, created contents for propagation,
and considered the development of support tools.

2) Streamlining of JPO Procedures

The global COVID-19 pandemic has triggered a need
to rapidly shift to new lifestyles, such as telework and
satellite work. In order to adapt to the social and value
changes brought about by COVID-19, the government
has embraced telework, improved operational
efficiency, and undertaken initiatives to become a digital
government.

In light of the above, the JPO likewise promoted the
digitization of procedures and enabled the submission
of copies of evidence, etc. in DVD-R format for trial and
appeal procedures.

(i) Digitization of Procedures

a. Status of Digitization of Applications Filed with the JPO
The JPO was among the first in the world to digitize
patent applications in 1990, and since then it has
gradually digitized procedures. However, around 500
types of procedures still cannot be filed online or can be
filed online but require the attachment of documents
affixed with seals. Such a situation potentially poses as an
obstacle to the digitization effort and telework of users.
[Figure 2-3-7]

b. Status of Document Dispatches by the JPO

In 1993, an online dispatch system was adopted for
sending documents by the JPO, such as responses to
applications filed with the office. However, only about
a quarter of the total number of documents have been
dispatched online. As with the application procedures,
dispatch procedures also require further digitization.
[Figure 2-3-8]
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Figure 2-3-7 Status of Online Applications at the JPO / F&FTICE T2 F Y 5 1 VEHBEDOHRIK
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(Ex: Power of attorney) (B © =AER)
OProcedures related to changes in rights OEFZEE Y 5 Fit
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written request for trial/appeal procedure)

Figure 2-3-8 Status of Online Dispatches at the JPO / f3FTICH (T2 7 ¥ 5 1 YV EEDRIRK
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c. Digitizing Procedures (Release of “Plan on Promotion
of Digital JPO Procedures”)
In light of the above situation, the JPO formulated the
“Plan on Promotion of Digital JPO Procedures”*#
on March 31, 2021, in which the JPO announced the
desirable form of digitization from the user’s perspective
and intentions for digitizing the filing of applications
and the dispatch of documents.
The plan presents the following schedule for the
development of the digital system.
(1) Applications filed with the JPO
By March 2024, the JPO aims to release a system that
would enable online application for all procedures.
(2) Documents dispatched by the JPO
Priority will be given to procedures for which there is
high user demand for digitization. The JPO aims to
develop the system so that all procedures for which
digitization is possible alongside the development
in (1) will be made digital, according to the
development schedule for (1).
For all other documents dispatched by the JPO, the
office will promptly formulate a concrete plan for
reviewing the workflow based on the status of studies
of similar systems, sorting legal issues and the scope of
the needed system improvements, and proceeding with
digitization sequentially.

(ii) Submitting Copies of Evidence, etc. in DVD-R Format

for Trial and Appeal Procedures™*

For submitting copies of evidence, etc. for inter-partes

trials, such as trial for invalidation, and opposition
cases, which before could only be submitted in writing

(paper), a Ministerial Order has been amended (effective

November 1, 2022) to allow electronic data recorded on

DVD-R to be submitted instead of in writing (paper).

- This applies to the following trials and appeals, etc.:
trial for invalidation, trial for correction, trial for
rescission of registration of trademark, oppositions
(to grant of patent/registration of trademark), retrial
related to these trials or oppositions, and, “Hantei”
(advisory opinion).

- Copies of evidence, etc. refer to the following
documents: “copies” and “drawings” in Article 50(2)
of the Regulation for Enforcement of the Patent
Act, “description of evidence” in Article 50(3), and
“drawings” and “written explanation” in Article 50(4).
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6 Diss,emination of Information on the
JPO’s Measures to Overseas Users

The JPO disseminates information to overseas users
regarding matters such as the JPO’s measures that are
available to overseas users and latest statistics. Through
such dissemination of information, the JPO supports
overseas users in filing applications with the JPO and
smoothly obtaining rights in Japan, and it promotes
their understanding of the JPO’s activities.

-In 2022, “The JPO Quick Reads”*3" was published
50 times, through which the JPO disseminated
information focusing on measures available to foreign
users, such as the JPO’s attachés in various countries,
the JPO’s international cooperation that contributes
to global registration of rights, and reports on
international meetings. [Figure 2-3-9]

- The JPO enhanced the content provided on “The JPO
Key Features”.*3? |t contains information on a range
of measures related to patent, design, trademark, and
trial and appeal. [Figure 2-3-10]

- The JPO enhanced the content of materials that
introduce the JPO’s measures to overseas users and
published the materials on its website.*3?

- The JPO website*3* published successful cases of
foreign companies which are conducting business by
acquiring patent rights in Japan.

- In 2022, the JPO exchanged opinions with 31 foreign
companies, aimed at deepening their understanding
of Japan’s IP rights systems and examination practices
and grasping what foreign companies demand of the
JPO. It established a website for companies to apply
for opinion exchanges with the JPO.*3*

- The JPO offered information using its official English-
language Twitter account**¢ to reach a broad range
of overseas users. In addition, the JPO began offering
information from its official LinkedIn account**” in
January 2023.

- The JPO provided updates of its measures to overseas
users at international symposiums and seminars.
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Figure 2-3-9 The JPO Quick Reads Banner / The JPO Quick Reads 1 X —<

Tips for making the most of JPO's initiatives!

Figure 2-3-10 The JPO Key Features
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