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The business environment surrounding Japan is chang-
ing at an accelerated pace, and innovation has become
even more critical for adapting to further digitalization
and internationalization. The Japan Patent Office (JPO)
has implemented a range of initiatives to ensure stable,
high-quality services, including the “world’s fastest and
highest quality” examinations, and help promote inno-
vation through support for SMEs and startups and other
measures.

The JPO Status Report 2024 presents intellectual prop-
erty (IP) statistics from Japan and the world, and swiftly
informs domestic and overseas users on the latest initia-
tives the JPO has taken according to the changes in soci-
ety.

To support SMEs and startups and help increase the
“earning power” of regions, in March 2023 the JPO
made a joint declaration with the National Center for
Industrial Property Information and Training (INPIT),
the Japan Patent Attorneys Association (JPAA) and the
Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (JCCI) on the
establishment of the “IP business management Support
Network”. Furthermore, in May, with the aim of contrib-
uting to innovation acceleration and further entrenching
IP management, the “Action Plan for Utilization of Intel-
lectual Property” was revised in collaboration with the
INPIT, the Industrial Science and Technology Policy and
Environment Bureau of the Ministry of Economy, Trade
and Industry and the Small and Medium Enterprise
Agency.

Additionally, in 2023, a public call was made for venture
capital (VQ) firms to which IP experts will be dispatched
under the program of VC collaborating on IP Accelera-
tion program for Startups (VC-IPAS), and IP experts were
dispatched to ten VCs. Through these efforts, the JPO
will stand firmly behind the IP management of SMEs,
startups and others.

As our initiative to promote innovations, we released the
result of our patent information analysis in May 2023
based on the Green Transformation Technologies Inven-
tory (GXTI), which was created and published by the JPO
in 2022. We hope this result helps users understand the
filing trends of GX technologies and helps ones who will
conduct further patent information analysis based on
the GXTI.

In 2023, the Diet passed and promulgated a bill amend-
ing the Unfair Competition Prevention Act and other
Acts. To respond to the changes brought about by the
use of digital technology, especially the diversification of
the business activities of SMEs and startups, the amend-

ed Act revised the scheme for industrial property rights
mainly from the following perspectives: to strengthen
the protection of brand, design, etc., and to establish
IP systems and procedures that meet circumstances,
such as COVID-19 and digitalization. We will continue to
make these details of the amendment known to users so
that they can make appropriate use of the new schemes,
etc.

As regards our international efforts, the JPO will strive
to develop IP systems in emerging and developing coun-
tries and to achieve further harmonization of IP systems
and operation by building stronger cooperative relation-
ships with overseas IP offices and the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO) through various channels
of dialogue.

Moreover, one of the strengths of the JPO is that we are
implementing the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)
with the largest number of IP offices in the world (44 of-
fices as of January 2024). We will continue to work with
IP offices around the world to support our users in their
international patent filing strategies by facilitating the
grant of patent rights overseas.

Amidst significant changes in the environment surround-
ing IP, we aim to realize a sustainable society, and to this
end, we are focusing not only on improving operational
efficiency and system activities, but also on securing
and developing human resources and promoting their
interactions, including the establishment of a Diversity
and Inclusion (D&I) Team and efforts to develop career
visions. Through these initiatives, the JPO will work to
maximize its organizational capacity and the capabilities
of individual staff members, reflecting its Mission, Vi-
sion, and Values (MVV), which was updated in 2021.

We hope that the latest IP statistics from Japan and
around the world as well as the JPO’s initiatives, as pre-
sented in the JPO Status Report 2024, will be useful for
your business in the future.

The JPO will further strive to support your business by
encouraging innovation through speedy and high-qual-
ity examinations, and by raising awareness of new

schemes.
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