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Support Measures, Law Amendments, eté.

XIEMR. ARESE

n Support Measures

The JPO has implemented various measures to support
the IP activities of companies, universities, communities,
and other users from diverse aspects, such as provision
of information, consultation services, and support
related to fees.

1) Joint Declaration for the Establishment

of the IP Business Management Support

Network*’
The core entities for IP business management support,
namely, the JPO, the National Center for Industrial
Property Information and Training (INPIT), the Japan
Patent Attorneys Association (JPAA), and the Japan
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (JCCl), issued a
joint declaration for establishing a four-party IP business
management Support Network in March 2023. Through
this network, we will strengthen and enhance support
for regional SMEs and startups and help increase the
“earning power” of the regions.

Joint declaration ceremony
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2) Startup Support

For startups aiming for rapid growth based on innovative
technologies and ideas, IP strategies are essential
to compete globally. The JPO is providing support
from multiple perspectives in order to promote the IP
activities of startups.

(i) Intellectual Property Acceleration Program for
Startups (IPAS) ** [Figure 2-3-1]

-Mainly aimed at early-stage startups, the JPO
dispatches IP mentoring teams to provide support for
the development of IP strategies.

- IP mentoring teams are comprised of IP experts, such
as patent attorneys, and business experts, such as
venture capitalists.

- In FY2023, the JPO provided support to 19 companies.

- The JPO also implemented a knowledge-sharing
program for training experts who will support startups.
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(ii) VC Collaborating on Intellectual Property
Acceleration Program for Startups (VC-1PAS) **
[Figure 2-3-2]

-The JPO dispatches IP experts, such as patent
attorneys, to venture capital (VC) firms to provide
support for the development of startup IP strategies,
etc. through the firms.

- In FY2023, the JPO dispatched IP experts to 10 VC
firms.

- Outline of VC-IPAS
Figure 2-3-2 . -
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(iii) Super-Accelerated Examination/Accelerated
Examination Using Interviews for Startups

- While the existing super-accelerated examination
requires that applications be both “working-related
applications” and “foreign-related applications”, that
for patent applications of startups may be requested if
they are “working-related applications”.

- For the patent applications of startups utilizing
accelerated examinations*®, the JPO initiated
accelerated examinations using interviews with
examiners, which will lead to the strategic acquisition
of patent rights through interviews conducted prior to
first action notification.

-In 2023, there were 32 requests for accelerated
examinations using interviews for startups.

- In 2023, there wer 413 requests for super-accelerated
examinations for startups.

(iv) Dissemination of Information

- The JPO opened “IP BASE”*¢, an IP portal site for
startups, in December 2018. It provides content such
as |P expert search and a Q&A corner for users to ask
questions to IP experts.

- The JPO also disseminated information on X (formerly
Twitter)
needed.

and Facebook*® “IP BASE” accounts as

- It also publishes a collection of IP strategy cases of
Japanese and foreign startups, a collection of IPAS
cases, and a guide for venture investors.

- The JPO held regular IP seminars and study sessions
for startups.

- The IP BASE YouTube channel*® contains videos for IP
beginners and videos for startups that recognize the
need for IP.
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See Part 2, Chapter 1, 1.3 (i) “Accelerated Examination”.
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(v) Support of Fee for startups

- Startups can reduce the cost burden of examination
request fees, patent fees*'%, and international filing
fees*'" to one-third based on requests.

3) Support for Small and Medium-Sized
Enterprises

- The JPO provides SMEs with easy-to-understand
information on the overall support measures
implemented by the JPO and the National Center for
Industrial Property Information and Training (INPIT),
such as the Intellectual Property Comprehensive Help
Desk, the seminar on IP rights systems, and reduction
and exemption of patent fees, as well as information
on the dispatch of ” global IP producers”, the subsidy
for filing foreign applications which subsidizes the
costs required for foreign applications, and support
measures for overseas expansion, such as fee reduction
systems for charges related to PCT applications.”"”

- The JPO has opened an IP Finance Portal Site*' that
evaluates the business potential of SMEs utilizing IP,
and introduces initiatives that will lead to financing
and management support from financial institutions
(IP finance).

- The JPO and INPIT, targeting regional core companies
that are supported by local governments, etc., provide
hands-on and other customized support for utilizing
IP for business management, in accordance with the
“Third Action Plan for Regional Intellectual Property
Revitalization” """ formulated in May 2023.
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The JPO and INPIT are developing comprehensive
support measures, covering the creation of inventions to
utilization of rights and commercialization, in order to
promote IP activities at universities, etc., which are the
source of innovations.

- The JPO implements the “Project for Dispatching IP
Strategy Designers to Universities”. In this project, IP
strategy designers with expertise in university-industry
collaboration and specific technical fields maintain
communication with university personnel responsible
for supporting research as well as researchers. They
help discover research results whose IP rights are not
protected, in parallel with mutually sharing knowledge
and know-how, and suggest IP strategies that will lead
to further development and commercialization of
research that researchers aspire to pursue. In addition,
the knowledge gained in this project is published as a
collection.

- The JPO implements the “International Registration
Support Project for Establishing Startups Based on
Japanese Applications”. In cases where universities
and other institutions planning to commercialize
through startups are filing patent applications overseas
based on Japanese applications, this project subsidizes
a portion of the application fees, and thereby,
supports the global commercialization of outstanding
technologies and innovations.

- INPIT implements the “IP Producer Dispatch Project”,
which dispatches IP experts to universities and R&D
consortiums, etc. that promote R&D projects financed
by competitive public funding and supports social
implementation of the project’s research results from
an IP perspective. Furthermore, INPIT implements
the “University-Industry Collaboration/Start-up
Advisor Project”, which provides two types of support:
“Project Accompanying Support”, which dispatches IP
experts to universities and partner companies carrying
out university-industry collaboration activities and
supports social implementation of the research
results of university-industry collaborative projects
promoted by both parties, and “Consultation and
Human Resource Development Support”, which helps

Part2 Chapter3 Support Measures, Law Amendments, etc.

28 $3EFE XEER. AREF

BHFTREINPITTIE, 1/ RXR=2 3 VDRRTHDIRESE
[CHETHAMNAETE ZHEET 27, EEDRIED SHEF]
SEF - SECE TOMBNLIEREZERAL TWS 5,
- EREECRERMATOEFMNGARZE Y 5 M
THAF—H, REOMEXEBLEPHRELIZI 2=
T—23vEN-ST. BEWIHRN/ N\ EHEB LA
No. MNHEEDREI RSN TWERWARREDHKE
ZTW. AREDVBETELLIMRAOKELEENLIZ DN
(FH-ODOMUBEREDREZTS [MMEET 1
F—REBE] 2EM, £, FBELCEVWTELONZA
REFLyIEELTREYS
A= TV TICEBEELEFELTVWDRREED, H
AEEZERE L TOBANORFTFEEZT>HSIC. Z0
HBEERO—S%EBRT 2 L&D, BNE&fTer /
R=23vD7O0—NILEREELERIET S, [BALE
EEREE LIRS — 77y FRRIICE IS = BRI HEFIME
XESE| £,
- INPITTIE, BENLRANESIS’BASIN-MRFERE IO
VIV M EHET ZRZCMERRE IV Y — 2T LEICH
NMEOEMRZMKEL. AV TV FOMRBEREDHS
EREAMORKRNOXET 2 [MNHE/AT 21— —
TOESE] =X, £/, EXEETHZERTIAER
CI—= b —BEICHANMEOHMREZTE L., MENH
ETHEFEE IO FOMTRBRROUSELE LT XIE
I35 [7AV o MEERXE]| &, RENODEFER
EBICETIERERIIMIT2EZEE - RV TV
EHRBOZHRE L CGRERRZXIET D MK - AMBER
BLE| O2O00XEETS [EFEE - R5—sT7v 7
7 RN Y- ]| & EHE,

o ]
£
&
[
o

https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/daigaku/index.html

https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/daigaku/designer_haken.html

JPO STATUS REPORT 2024 117


https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/daigaku/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/daigaku/designer_haken.html

118

Part2 Chapter 3

with solving issues through the establishment of
the University-Industry Collaboration/Start-up Help
Desk by accepting consultations from universities on
university-industry collaboration activities.

5) Action Plan for Utilization of Intellectual
Property*"’

In May 2023, the JPO and INPIT, in collaboration with
the Industrial Science, Technology and Environment
Policy Bureau of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry (METI) and the Small and Medium Enterprise
Agency, released a revised version of the “Action Plan
for Utilization of Intellectual Property by Small and
Medium Enterprises and Startups” and the “Action Plan
for Utilization of Intellectual Property by Universities”
(both released December 2021), collectively called
the “Action Plan for Utilization of Intellectual Property
(rev.)”). The aim was to, inter alia, contribute to
innovation acceleration and further entrenchment of
IP business management practices. Key points of the
revision are: (1) the realization of one-stop IP business
management support services tailored to local needs,
(2) the permeation of IP strategies to achieve the social
implementation of R&D results, including university
seeds, and (3) the integration of business management
strategy and IP strategy. In conjunction with the various
measures to date, the JPO will provide comprehensive
support to further entrench IP business management
practices.

6) For Promoting Open Innovation
(i) Model Contracts for Promoting Open Innovation
[Figure 2-3-3] [Figure 2-3-4]

Taking into account the content of the “Report on
the Results of the Survey on the Current State of
Trade Practices of Startups”*'® released in November
2020, the Japan Fair Trade Commission (JFTC) and
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI)
formulated the “Guidelines on Business Partnership
Contracts with Startups”.”" The JPO and METI
then created “Model Contracts for Promoting Open
Innovation between R&D-based Startups and Business
Entities”, a concrete tool for contract negotiations
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based on the concept in the guidelines. The model
contracts by technical field consist of two types, “New
Materials Edition” and “Al Edition”. They specify an
“assumed scenario” for a specific contract negotiation,
outline desirable contract and negotiation approaches
for the assumed scenario, and present “new options”
which are different from the conventional compromises
for negotiations. [Figure 2-3-3] [Figure 2-3-4]
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- In March 2022, the JPO released “Model Contracts FILT A R0 [CEWTAK,
ver. 2.0”, which are model contracts by technical
field that have been revised to improve convenience
and further accommodate contract practices, as
well as the “University Edition”, which addresses
collaboration between universities and startups/
business entities. In addition, the model contracts
as well as pamphlets and videos explaining the
model contracts have been posted on the JPO’s Open

Innovation Portal Site.*?°

Figure 2-3-3
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Figure 2-3-4 )

An Actual Ol Model Contract
and Its Features
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(ii) Etiquette Book for Promoting Open Innovation

- The JPO released an etiquette book for promoting
open innovation by corporations and startups in
May 2023. It outlines four key etiquettes that both
parties should be aware of to establish favorable
partnerships for successful open innovation.

7) Support for the Promotion and
Implementation of Management exploiting IP

The JPO is promoting and supporting the implementation

of management exploiting IP by utilizing IP landscapes.

IP ePlat™' publishes online seminars on IP landscapes.

+In April 2023, the JPO published case studies
presenting communication issues between
management and the IP division, as well as the items
that need to be addressed to exploit IP for business.

- In FY2023, an expert team comprised mainly
of consultants in business management and IP
was dispatched to seven companies. Through
supporting IP strategy creation and discussing the
effective disclosure of such strategies, the team
conducted onsite studies on matters necessary for IP
exploitation in companies. The JPO is also studying
specific methods used in the IP landscape.
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(i) Access to IP Teaching Materials

The JPO prepares IP teaching and reference materials

for the development of IP human resources** and

promotes the use of the materials, making them
available on the JPO and INPIT websites and holding
seminars that utilize them.

- In 2023, the JPO released “The Skills and Mindset of
IP Human Resources Contributing to the Business
Growth of Startups”, aiming to train and increase
IP professionals responsible for designing and
implementing IP strategies necessary for the business
growth of startups.

- In 2023, the INPIT held group-work seminars for IP
management personnel. This seminars, “Learn from
Real and Latest Cases! Strong Business Management
and the Next Move: Intellectual Property Management
Worth Knowing”, use teaching materials based on
actual companies’ cases.”” The seminar was held

11 times in collaboration with 8 regional chambers

of commerce and industry, Japan Patent Attorneys

Association, and other organizations. Additionally,

two online seminars were conducted.

(i) IP Learning School Support Program for Developing
IP Capabilities

The JPO and INPIT support efforts to foster knowledge,
consciousness, and attitudes regarding protection of IP
and utilization of its rights, targeting students who are
the “industrial human resources of tomorrow” study
in vocational upper secondary schools and colleges of
technology.

- In FY2023, 42 schools were selected for support.

(i) Patent Contest and Design Patent Contest

The contests (co-organized by the JPO, INPIT, the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology, and the Japan Patent Attorneys Association
and supported by WIPO) select and recognize
particularly outstanding inventions and designs created
by high school, technical college, and university
students, and provide support to the winning students,
ranging from patent application to acquisition of rights
for their submitted works.
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- In FY2023, there were 511 entries in the Patent
category and 622 entries in the Design Patent
category. Following screening by the Selection
Committee, 62works were selected for the Special
Award and the Outstanding Achievement Award.

9) User Support by the Information System
(i) System Development for Improvement of
Convenience for Users

The JPO has undertaken system development in line

with the “Plan for Optimization of Operations and

Systems of the JPO*?* formulated in March 2013.

Subsequently, the actions to be implemented by FY2022

in the plan were incorporated into the “METI Digital

Transformation Plan” in June 2018, and the digital

transformation plan was revised on October 14, 2022.%*

At present, in line with the plan, the JPO is advancing

system development to improve convenience for users

along with sweeping reviews of system structures.

- The JPO increased user convenience for fee payments.
System improvements were made to enable
prepayment by electronic cash in January 2023 and
lump-sum payment of individual fees under the
Madrid Protocol in March 2023.

(ii) Japan Platform for Patent Information (J-PlatPat)
J-PlatPat is patent information online service with
user-friendly functions to search for official gazettes of
patents, utility models, designs, and trademarks and to
check history information.*?

Enhancements were made in 2023, including
increasing the number of CSV outputs in search
results (3,000 items), providing the legal status data of
patents, and relaxing download limits (bulk download
of official gazettes, download of One Portal Dossier
[OPD] examination documents).

(i) Trial Provision of APIs for Retrieving Patent
Information

- In January 2022, the JPO commenced trial provision

of patent information through APIs to interested
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users, aiming to promote further use of our patent

information.”™ The APIs provide information on
patents in Japan, including bibliographic information,
history information, and the text of documents, such
as notice of reasons for refusal. By making it possible
to retrieve patent information mechanically, the APIs
are expected to further diversify the use of patent
information.

- In addition to history information on patent
examinations, the JPO began providing APIs for
retrieving history information on trademark and
design examinations in April 2023 and OPD
information in May 2023.

- The JPO, the Chubu Bureau of Economy, Trade,
and Industry, the Export and International Affairs
Bureau and the Hokuriku Regional Agricultural
Administration Office of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries, and Ishikawa Prefecture
entered into the Partnership Agreement on Protection
and Utilization of Intellectual Property in April
2023, in order to work together and collaborate with
businesses in Ishikawa Prefecture and others for the
protection and utilization of IP.

- The JPO will help foster understanding of IP among
local businesses and provide support to protect and
utilize IP, for example, by organizing “Tsunagaru JPO”,
an event designed to promote IP by connecting the
local community and the JPO, and dispatching highly
skilled experts to provide hands-on IP utilization
support to SMEs and medium-sized enterprises in
Ishikawa Prefecture. Additionally, the JPO will help
protect the IP of Ishikawa Prefecture’s outstanding
agricultural, forestry, and fisheries products through
raising awareness and providing consultations
for strengthening brand protection, including the
utilization of the Regional Collective Trademark
system, etc.

Part2 Chapter3 Support Measures, Law Amendments, etc.

28 $3EFE XEER. AREF

HERCEBBER. EEERBENEFOEERGFZRM
THEDTHD. FHBROEBMHLIMENTREL 0D Z
&N, FHFBEROFAWENSSICEKRIETEI LD
BEND,

CERDOFHFEERBBRICIMA T, 2023F4 BIC(%. &
TEERBER. EEFERBBE®W. 2023F 5 BICIE
OPDBEMZEIE TE 2 APIDRMZRR,

- BEFT. PERBERD. RMOKESRE - ERE. dukE
REERUCANERE., AINIBRNEEEECNT ZMNME
DREFERCERICE T THEIZER - HH L TIROETE
&, 2023F 4 AIC [MINWMEDRERFCERICET %8
BinE] ZiiE %

R E LT, IR RSFT 2B CHNHEDE R E X
ARV NTHD [DBHNBEHT] ORED. BELRE
FIRDIMEZE CANIETOH/N - RERPZEICHT S/\
VAFAVICKBAMEERXELE. RAFEEDNNYE
NDBROBRCRE - FREXE, £ AIIELEDS
BNIEMKEDONMNHAEDREICOWTIE, MIREF
BEHIEOZERE &, 7oy MRERLICAITER
BEHLEHRTINE EDXIE L R,

https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/ugoki/202304/2023041701.html
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Review of IP Systems

1) Law Amendments

Environmental changes in the IP field, such as further
digitalization and internationalization, are necessitating
revisions to IP systems to meet the needs of the times,
including to support new business development
utilizing IP by startups and SMEs.

To adapt to digital technology’s diversification of
business activities, particularly by startups and SMEs,
the industrial property right system has been revised to
enhance the protection of brands, designs, etc. as well
as improve |IP procedures in response to COVID-19 and
digitalization.

These amendments to the Patent Act, Utility Model
Act, Design Act, Trademark Act, and Act on Special
Provisions for Procedures related to Industrial Property
Right are closely linked to the amendment of the Unfair
Competition Prevention Act. Accordingly, it was decided
that these laws would be collectively amended and
submitted to the 211th ordinary Diet session as the Act
Partially Amending the Unfair Competition Prevention
Act, etc. It was enacted on June 7, 2023 following Diet
deliberations and promulgated as Act No. 51 on June 14,
2023.

The Act Partially Amending the Unfair Competition
Prevention Act, etc. made the following amendments to
the Patent Act, Utility Model Act, Design Act, Trademark
Act, and Act on Special Provisions for Procedures related
to Industrial Property Right.

(i) Patent Act
a. Revision of the Service by Publication associated with

International Mail Service Suspension, etc.

- The relevant requirements were revised to enable
Service by Publication in cases where international
mail service is suspended due to COVID-19 or other
international circumstances and documents cannot
be sent to the country or region concerned for a
certain period. In addition, Viewing on monitors at
the JPO office was added to the way of Service by
Publication.

b. Development of Regulations for Online Submission of
the Priority Certificate

- To improve the applicant’s convenience and
promote digitalization, priority certificates, the
original of which had to be submitted in writing
in principle under the current regulation, can be
submitted online, and the submission of its copy
will be accepted as well.

* Accordingly, similar amendments were made to
the Utility Model Act, Design Act, and Trademark
Act.
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c. Imposing limitations on Access to Documents
Containing Trade Secrets Submitted in Award
Proceedings

- Limitations can be imposed on access to documents
submitted in award proceedings for which the party
concerned, etc. have given notice that trade secrets
are contained therein.

* Accordingly, similar amendments were made to the

Utility Model Act and Design Act.

d. Revision of the Fee Reduction/Exemption Program

- A limit on the number of fee reductions applied
to eligible applicants was implemented in the fee
reduction/exemption program for examination
request fees available to SMEs and others, taking
into consideration that there were some situations
which are not consistent with the aim of encouraging
invention by persons with financial constraints, etc.

(ii) Design Act
a. Relaxation of Requirements for Design Registration
Procedures (Exception to Lack of Novelty)

- The provision of exception to lack of novelty of
design will be applied not only to the design shown
in a proving document, but also to any identical or
similar designs subsequently published through
an act of the person entitled to obtain a design
registration if any of the public disclosures on the
first date of publication is included in the proving
document.

(iii) Trademark Act
a. Introduction of a Consent System for Trademarks
- A consent system was introduced that allows

the concurrent registration of a trademark that
is identical or similar to a previously registered
trademark of another person if, in addition to
the consent of the right holder of the previously
registered trademark for designated goods or
services pertaining to the registered trademark or
similar goods or services, it is found that there is no
likelihood of confusion over the source between the
two trademarks.

b. Revision of Registration Refusal Requirements for
Trademarks Containing Another Person’s Name

- For trademarks containing the name of another

person, which cannot be registered without the
consent of all people with the identical name, the
registration requirements were relaxed by imposing
the following requirements: (1) the name of another
person is known to a certain degree; and (2) the
circumstances of the applicant are taken into
consideration.
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c. Revision of the Payment Method of Fees in
Connection with Filing an Application for
International Trademark Registration using Madrid
e-Filing

+ The handling fee payable to the JPO when filing
an application for international registration of
trademarks under the Madrid Protocol can be
paid to the International Bureau of WIPO in Swiss
francs, together with other fees required for filing an
application for international registration, provided
that the applicant intends to file the application using
Madrid e-Filing (web service provided by WIPO).

(iv) Act on Special Provisions for Procedures related to
Industrial Property Right
a. Revision of the Online Transmittal System
- For those who hope to receive the JPO documents
online, such documents will be considered to
have arrived when ten days have passed since the
documents have been stored on the JPO’s dedicated
server and available for the applicant, etc. However,
for those who act as an agent, the documents will
be considered to have arrived when ten days have
passed, regardless of whether they hope to receive
them online.
b. Amendment for Digitalizing Written Application
Procedures
- To improve user convenience by allowing all
applications to be filed online with the JPO in
principle, applications that were accepted only in
paper form will also be accepted in electronic format
(i.e., in PDF format).

2) Enforcement of the System for Non-disclosure

of Patent Applications

-The system for non-disclosure of patent
applications based on the Act on the Promotion
of Ensuring National Security through Integrated
Implementation of Economic Measures is scheduled
to be implemented on May 1, 2024.

- The government announced the guiding principles
(outlining the basic concept, etc.) in April 2023,
promulgated the cabinet order (stipulating the
technology fields, etc. that may be subject to non-
disclosure requirements) in August 2023, and
promulgated the order of the Cabinet Office and the
order of the Cabinet Office and METI (stipulating
details of related procedures, etc.) in December 2023.

+ The JPO and the Cabinet Office are currently in
preparation for the introduction of the system.

+ The JPO is widely disseminating information about
the system in collaboration with the Cabinet Office,
through information sessions, an online video and so
on.
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Nowadays, we are expected to shift economic, social,
and industrial structures, which have depended
upon fossil fuels since the Industrial Revolution, into
structures driven by clean energy, and also to carry out
a green transformation (GX) in the form of an overall
transformation of economic and social systems.
In order to increase their corporate and social value,
companies advance efforts to objectively disclose how
the value they are providing (products and services)
can contribute to GX. In addition, under the revised
Japan’s Corporate Governance Code (June 2021), they
are required to disclose the impact of climate change-
related risks and revenue-generating opportunities on
their business activities and revenue, etc.
- The Green Transformation Technologies Inventory
(GXTI)
a bird’s-eye view of technologies related to GX
published by the JPO in June 2022. Each item in the
GXTI includes the patent search formulae (prepared

is a technologies inventory which gives

based on the IPC as of January 2022) to search patent
documents.

- The GXTI presents an example of how patent
documents can be searched for a particular GX
technology. It is expected that the GXTI would be
used to disclose GX-related technology trends and the
relationship between a company’s business activities
and climate change issues based on objective data.

- The JPO conducted a survey to overview trends in
patent applications filed with countries by GXTI
technology category and published the survey results
in May 2023.
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/statistics/gxti/tokkyo-joho-bunseki_
chousa-kekka.html
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Figure 2-3-5 )

Outline of GXTI
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Figure 2-3-6 )

Hierarchical Structure of
GXTI and Patent Search
Formulae

GXTI DREEHE L FFFRER

GXTI Four Perspectives for Cross Tabulation / Bliti%G4 D 0O8 =

Green Transformation
Technologies Inventory

gxYO01
Control / il - 8%

Energy Supply

gg., Solar Phot?vgltlzlaic Po(\iNer TRIVF—ftG

eneration, Fuel Cells, Hydrogen =y, S e

Technology B ABZIEFEE  MRRHE o AR BeAl
P S EE—

Energy Saving, Electrification, e

Demand-Supply Flexibility AT x - Bk - B

e.g., Energy Saving in Buildings, ) REMOE T4 — (b, BREL 5 ¢

Electromobilities
P e —

Batteries, Energy Storage N
e.g., Secondary Batteries, Pumped it - 1%

Storage Power Generation, Thermal B =/RE . 5k T B
Storage Materials : P

FTRIVF =D CO 24
) BT O RIZHS 3CO2MH. UH A2

Storage, :
and of Greenhouse SREMR A ADDUY - e - AU BRE
m@m BI)CCS HU—> At

Patent Search Formulas /BZFRER

9XA Worldwide Patent Search (IPC) Text
o_smen
Energy Supply / T®IL+—{itfh IPC (BB 558) FEZ
01
Level 3 / hE5y @®HO1L31/04-31/078
Solar Photovoltaic Power Genera HO1L51/42-51/48,H025
ABEFER @H02J7/35

10

DC25B1/02-1/12 @H2+'hydrogen®’
a Hydrogen Production @C25B1/02-1/044 @H2+'hydrogen®"
KEOBE g e

BRI T A E DR

*Prepared based on the 2022.01 version of the IPC.
%2022.0ThHROIPCICE T W TR

[ Search formulae are prepared by patent examiners ]




(i) 1-OPEN
This project supports people with a passion to pave the

Project

future by leveraging IP generated from their creativity
and desire to solve social issues, such as poverty, gender,
and environmental issues (I-OPENER). In addition, the
project aims to encourage the creation of additional
value in the form of industrial property rights and
present new |P approaches to solving social issues.

- The results of the accompanying support for 11
[-OPENERs in FY2022 were reported at the [-OPEN
Forum in March 2023 by video streaming. At the
Forum, each I-OPENER reported on their initiative and
shared the advice received from IP and social solution
experts (I-OPEN Supporters) who provided the
accompanying support. In addition, knowledgeable
persons and |-OPEN Supporters held dialogues and
discussed the possibilities of leveraging useful IP for
solving social challenges.

- Under the project, for two years from FY2021, the
JPO provided accompanying support by experts to
support 21 organizations and individuals in using IP
rights to solve social challenges, training courses, and
communities. In October 2023, the outcomes and the
design of the project were recognized and awarded the
Good Design Award 2023

- The JPO accepted applications for I-OPENERs and
I-OPEN Supporters for new accompanying support
in FY2023, and began scaling up its lecture and
[-OPENER interview videos.

- Furthermore, to better operate the community of
[-OPENERs, I-OPEN Supporters, and knowledgeable
persons (I-OPEN CAMPSITE) where I-OPEN Project
participants can connect with each other continuously
and work toward solving social challenges, the JPO
supported study sessions and collaborations with self-
sustaining projects and began working with regional
hubs, etc.

The JPO continues to provide accompanying support for

I-OPENERSs, and to create a platform for them to form a
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(i) I-OPEN**Z7FAay¥z o b

A7OYI MEI BR, Dy — (). BERE

BEDHSBFEBEEBRLIEVWEWSBWERNEDNOEE

NEZAMNMEZ WAL T, KRRZVNDHALIEHRZETSE
(I-OPENER) OXEZET>TW53, £, HEFBDOR

RICENFIZEND AT U, EZEMERE &\ D B35 (0

EBORIEZREL TWK ZETHULWANMEDED A%ZRT

ZEEBRELTWS,

- 2023 3 A, M4 EEDOXENRI-OPENER(11%#)
NOHEXEICET I2HRESEZI-OPENT A —S LEL
THERE, 74— L TIEEI-OPENERA E S DEUEE
WET DL BT, HEZBICBO > AMEMRCHS
SRREMRZEDHEPIR (I-OPEN Supporters) mHDBIE
HHE, £7=. BEELI-OPEN SupportersD i EE%E L.
S RERRCRIL DB TER DA BEME % o

- 20235108 (214, I-OPEN7AY 7 k& LT, $73
FEENL2EBT2IEICH L, EMRICK S HEXE.
MELIIa=ZT+EEZEREL. AINMEEDERZE
CTHaBE8mrsSZBZB U (EERELEZOEEFDTY
A VI SN 2023FE Sy RTH 1 VEETE,

- Fz e, SUS EEOHAMHEEREICEIFTI-OPENER
K TFI-OPEN Supporters@ AB %175 & &£, #EERE
EI%|-OPENERAD A ¥ 7 £ 1 —BIBD L% Fik.

- EBIZ, I-OPENZOY T 7 hADSMER LA BERN
[Z2ADHV, HRFEERREZEET. |-OPENER,
I-OPEN Supporters R UBHENEMT 5 I1I2 =7«

(I-OPEN CAMPSITE) OEEFRELEZRK DL, fhA
EVHINBEEOEEREAZRPLT L &6, i
% & DEE L B,

SEHREEEXIEL, I-OPENERAENNIZ 2 =71 2K T

28D 7F5y T4 —LDLDEHREL. 2025F DK -

EEAETHLULWANHMEDED FERIETDHLEBFLE

LTW3,

The word “patent” comes from Latin which means “open”. The term “I-OPEN” means paving the way for IP and innovation by oneself (1) and making eye-opening achievements.
Patent DEBIR 3 5 7 VB TOpen D Mk A & %, & 7. MM ME (Intellectual Property) & /~—> 3> (Innovation) ZBHES (1) ML TLWE A4DENSENESS (Eye-Opening)

EVWSBHRIADHNT WS,

JPO STATUS REPORT 2024 129



130

Part2 Chapter 3

Figure 2-3-7 )

Winner of the Good Design
Award 2023

2023 FES Y RTFHIVED
®H

community amongst themselves, and the JPO targets to
present the new role of IP at EXPO 2025 Osaka, Kansai,
Japan.

(i) Initiatives for Supporting SMEs
The JPO Design-Driven Management Project is working
with relevant JPO departments and the Regional
Bureaus of Economy, Trade and Industry to provide
support to SMEs.
Since FY2020, it has promoted design-driven
management by regional SMEs through case studies
and information dissemination. In FY2022, it considered
the JPO’s new SME support measures based on design
thinking, and proposed a trademark system awareness-
raising campaign for those indifferent to IP, etc.
a. Promotion of Design-Driven Management by SMEs
- In FY2023, the Project released the “Handbook on
Design-Driven Management for SMEs 2: Design-
Driven Management and Intellectual Property for
Opening the Future”,”
conducted in FY2022, as well as “Design-Driven

a product of the activities

Management Compass”, a tool for supporting design-
driven management.”” In addition, in collaboration
with local governments and support organizations,
etc., the Project held workshops using the Design
Management Compass for SMEs in five regions in
Japan and made enhancements to the tool. [Figure
2-3-8]

(i) FMEEXEICETSEE

BT VREIOY TV L TlE. FTROBRBELE

HOBRFEER & EHE LN OR/NEEXEICEYT 2%

EfELTW5S,

2020 EN D 1E, HIBOHRNCEDT VA VIREAHEET

578, EOIORABECREEZT > TCE, £, 2022FE

1213, BT ORI CEREREEZTY 1V BEICE

DTLWTRE L. MBFORELEICNT 2AEFNEOT REH

REDREET 7T

a. FINBEOTS1 VREDHE

< 20235 E (L. 2025EDOFHOBRYITH S [F/hk

EDHOTYAIVURENYRT VI 2 —KKkEVS
KTHAVRE XA -] FROTHA UVREREX
BY — )L [FHAUBEIVISR] T E AR LT, £,
RO EARPZERESE - 0EEDE L, [Ty
BEIVNAR] ZRAWEHNRERITOT -3y S
Z2ESHIRTHEL. HFETEY—ILORRICEDE
A T2 [2-3-8]

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/soshiki/design_keiei/chusho_2.html

BAE

2 : https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/soshiki/design_keiei/compass.html



https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/soshiki/design_keiei/compass.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/soshiki/design_keiei/chusho_2.html
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b.“My StoryMark”**¢ Trademark System Outreach b. =L dStoryMark] 12 & 2 BEIEHIEDE REH

Program

- In FY2023, as part of the trademark system outreach
measures for SMEs, the JPO released “My StoryMark”,
a media platform that shares the stories behind the
names of products and services. We interviewed SME
owners about their passion to the names, the reasons
for obtaining trademark registration, and its tangible
effects and made them available on social media.

+ 2023FE (3 FNEEANDERFIEOE REFKEL LT,

AmPY—ERDEZRTADONBVDR =Y —%
BNTDAT 47 [Hf-LDStoryMark] =1 ) —2,
FUNBEDOREEIC [XR—IVJITAHZRWEWN] &
EBIC, BEEROBREERLTVWAHRICOVWTA
vHEa2—L. SNSEFALTRELL BLWEAZSD
x—IVIEERT 2703y TEEHE TER,
[2-3-9]

Workshops were also organized to offer a hands-on
experience with producing meaningful names. [Figure
2-3-9]

Figure 2-3-8 |

Handbook on Design-Driven
Management for SMEs 2

FINEED-HDTH 1 VRE
NYERTvo2

Figure 2-3-9 )

My StoryMark
H7=L d StoryMark

BAGE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/soshiki/design_keiei/storymark/
index.html
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(iii) Diversity and Inclusion (D&I) Initiatives

In August 2023, the JPO Design-Driven Management

Project established a D&I Team to serve as a cross-

organizational taskforce comprised primarily of young

female personnel. The Team is working to turn the JPO
into an organization that offers both job satisfaction and

an enabling work environment for all members, with a

commitment to pursuing diversity and inclusivity.

- In 2023, the Team interviewed the JPO personnel
and other IP professionals to encourage personnel
to develop individual career visions independently.
These interviews offered insights into the diverse
backgrounds and experiences of IP officials both
within and outside the JPO and helped personnel to
envision ideal role models, in turn raising awareness
about their roles in the IP ecosystem and shaping their
future aspirations. Based on this experience, the Team
has been developing tools for the JPO personnel to
identify their future goals and challenges and visualize
their career visions.

Furthermore, to contribute to international efforts,

the Team participates in the Global Mentoring Pilot

led by the United States Patent and Trademark Office

(USPTO), which builds partnerships between mentors

and mentees and promotes the formation of a global

IP network across |P offices and related organizations

around the world.

D&l Team

FAN=ITFA AV IIIN—VaVvF—LA

(i) FAIN=2F 1AV INL—-YaVICETZIHE
BETFHIUREIO0V T MME 20235FE 8 BIZ. it
EFBEZROETHEBENNRIZIT74—RELT
[P AN—VF 1 AVIIN—V 3V F—L] EHFHHRLU,
EBOZIREPTEEEER LGNS, BE—A—ADLBE
NWEBEPTIARL ONZEBOERICMI(F7=5EEHCE
DA TV,

202353, BE—A—ADBENRF vV T7EI 3 VDR
BERET AR, FTFTHECTARREADI V21—
EEAEEMLZ, 1V YE2—%BL. TRAATERET A
HEREODZHLRE - BB(Can, BROO-IILETILE
AA=IL22, MIHIIAVRATAICEIT2ECEDEEICD
WTEHZEHD LB, MREOERMIC DA, 2D
BBRZENL. FTETHBENSROBELCEELZEE L+
DFPEYIVERELT D00V —)LORFEET> T,
o, BRNAEHEICEM TN, RO T EE
BOBET. AVI—EAVYTA—DIN— =Yy T%HE
FTL, JO—NILEBIPRY T -V DFEREZRET 5%
ERFFAET (USPTO) FEDHT 7O 4 > L (Global
Mentoring Pilot) [Z&LTW3%,



(iv) Initiatives for IP Creation in Fukushima Prefecture
In April 2023, the JPO Design-Driven Management
Project established the Fukushima Collaboration
Team, comprised primarily of personnel from relevant
departments within and outside the JPO, as well as those
engaged in reconstruction-related work in Fukushima
Prefecture. The aim is to help businesses in Fukushima
Prefecture create IP with a view to strengthening their
branding and generating new industries. In FY2023, the
Team challenged to identify fundamental problems and
prototype effective support measures by conducting
design thinking-based interview surveys and other
activities with businesses operating in Fukushima
Prefecture.

The global COVID-19 pandemic has triggered a need
to rapidly shift to new lifestyles, such as telework and
satellite work. In order to adapt to the social and value
changes brought about by COVID-19, the government
has embraced telework, improved operational efficiency,
and undertaken initiatives to become a digital
government.

In light of the above, the JPO likewise promoted the
digitization of procedures and enabled the submission
of copies of evidence, etc. in DVD-R format for trial and
appeal procedures.

(i) Digitization of Procedures
a. Status of Digitization of Applications Filed with the
JPO
- The JPO was among the first in the world to digitize
patent applications in 1990, and since then it has
gradually digitized procedures. However, around
500 types of procedures still cannot be filed online
or can be filed online but require the attachment of
documents affixed with seals. Such a situation could
be an obstacle to the digitization effort and telework
of users.
b. Status of Document Dispatches by the JPO
- In 1993, an online dispatch system was adopted for
sending documents by the JPO, such as responses
to applications filed with the office. However, only
about a quarter of the total number of documents
have been dispatched online. As with the application
procedures, dispatch procedures also require further
digitization.
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(iv) EERICSIFZMWMEDRILICEY 2EE
BHETTHAVRESOY Y MMEL 2023F4 BI2. TA
AOBEREEOHECES R CEEBERFICIKET 2HE
BEEFLET D [RBEBAIF—L] ZHRLI. BBRT
EEBTDEEEREDT S VT 4 VT DBRIEOFREEDR
HICRIF TN EDRINESZXET S e Z2BNELT
W%, 2023FERBEER TEH IS EEELLIINLTT
YA VBEIEOWEA VYL —RBELEEEHTDH &
TRENLREZHE L. DROLXEROTOLY 1Y
ZIZID AT

FRIOF VI ZARBEOHRNGRERIBARZZMEIC. T
L7—2. Y754 b T—0F0OH L WAEERAANOBITHN
BREIIKOOND I L &>z, BUFICEWTE, FE IO
FOAIINRARBRPEN -6 LIS - MEREOERICHIGT
R, TLT—VEQHEEDEBMEWL, TIFIL - H/AX
v N OHEDBHENED 5N T WD,

rRAEEEZ T BHFFIZEVWTE, FHROTIVYILE. B
HFFRICHITREMDE LEDDVD-RIZCKZEHICEIT =
BfEEEOTET,

(i) FmoTIILE
a. BEFANOBRB(IN)FROT I ILEDRI
- FEEFT(E. T990F (CHFRICERI; TRIFEEZT VY
JUEL, L. IBRFHEOT V7 ILEEED TET=, L
MUBH L, AV A VEBETELVFRP, £V 510
VEFBETETHIN. RAEHE L TRNL-ESE
ZEORENDERFHEIRBHS00BEFEEL TEN,
A—HY—DFIVFIE - FLI—VLDEZTEHRD S5 S
RRER>TW,
b. FFFTHHDOFE(OUT)FHDKRN
- BFTAORBICHT BIGEEDRITFTH D DREEFH
[2DOWTIE 1993FICA Y S A VRIEY AT LDBE
HEREB LD, REXEBEDS B, AV 51 U FKiElL4
PDOTRBEICEEEH>TWVWE, BEFHREEKRIC. N
LOREREFHEIIOVWTET I ILEDZ—IHEFELHN
W3,
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. Status of Online Applications at the JPO
Figure 2-3-10 _ _ _
REFICEII2F Y54 vHBEORR

Total number of applications / #AEREE#F4K
Approx. 3.10 million / 93105 4

Procedures accepting online application (Approx. 300 types)
AV 51 VEREARE AT (H93007E58)

Examples: Application and right registration procedures
(Ex: Application for patent, trademark, etc., written amendment of procedure)
B 1 B - EFERICEY 2 FiH

(1 : 53 - BIRSOHE. FRALEEE)

Applied on paper / #&55
Approx. 150,000

# #1574
—

Applied online / #> 54 v
A

Procedures not accepting online application*(Approx. 500 types)
7+ VT A VERETERWFR (H95007E18)
*Includes procedures requiring submission of attached documents on paper
X ORNBEEZETRETIVDELNHDEDEET
Approx. 200,000 / #9207 #

Examples: OProcedures for appointment of agent B :ORBAEEICET 2 Fh
(Ex: Power of attorney) (B : FEIR)
OProcedures related to changes in rights OEFZEEICEY % F#it
(Ex: Deed of transfer (procedure for transfer of rights), (B : HELE EFBEGETFR) . BHFHRICET 25FXRE)
written request for trial/appeal procedure)

. Status of Online Dispatches at the JPO
Figure 2-3-11 _ _
FEFTICEII Y 51 Y EEDRR

Total number of dispatches / #aFsX 4
Approx. 3.95 million / #3957

Documents that can be dispatched online (Approx. 200 types)
AT A VFEEARER T (192007258)

Examples: Decision of patent, trademark, etc., written
invitation of amendment of procedure
Bl K57F - BIRSOEE. FHMERDES

Dispatched online / > 5 o v %%
Approx. 950,000
(approx. 24%)
W95 (#924%)
A

U . )
Dispatched on paper / R Documents that cannot be dispatched online (Approx. 800 types)
Approx. 200,000 Y54 VEETERVWFR (HU8001EE)
120751

Procedures based on laws and regulations: Approx. 550 types, approx. 900,000
Procedures not based on laws and regulations: Approx. 250 types, approx. 1.9 million
ERICEDICFRH T #5501 #9 907t

ERICEINRWFR K250 #1905 %

Examples:  OService of duplicate of written request for trial for invalidation (procedure based
on laws and regulations)
ONotice of patent fee receipt (procedure not based on laws and regulations)
Bl OFHBHFRBORIADRE (ERICEDIFH)
ORFFREINEDBA (ERICEIDRWVWFH)
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c. Digitizing Procedures (Release of “Plan on Promotion c. FroTIILEICEITT (REFTICHEIFT2FHROT

of Digital JPO Procedures”)

- In light of the above situation, the JPO formulated
the “Plan on Promotion of Digital JPO Procedures**””
on March 31, 2021, in which the JPO announced
the desirable form of digitization from the user’s
perspective and intentions for digitizing the filing of
applications and the dispatch of documents.

- The plan presents the following schedule for the
development of the digital system.

(1) Applications filed with the JPO
In January 2024, the JPO released a system that
enables online application for all procedures.

(2) Documents dispatched by the JPO
Priority will be given to procedures for which there
is high user demand for digitization. The JPO
aims to release the system so that all procedures
for which digitization is possible alongside the
development in (1) will be made digital by March
2024.

- For all other documents dispatched by the JPO, the
office will promptly formulate a concrete plan for
reviewing the workflow based on the status of studies
of similar systems, sorting legal issues and the scope
of the needed system improvements, and proceeding
with digitization sequentially.

VY ICHEERTE] DAR)

CERORREBER. 2021E3 A0 [KHFICETS

FROTIYICHEBE ] ZRE L. FHFTICE
(72855 (IN) RUFE (OUT) FHlcoWT, 2—1%—
B TOT VY IULDEN FEZDRRICEIFLSERD
IHtERFz LT

- FEHEEREICEDE, UTORT V21— /L THREZES

TET,

@ (IN)
ETDFHROAY A4 VEHBNOUREERD LS.
2024 1 BICVRTLEY ) —R LT,

@ (OUT)

Ao TFIFILRIEOEENEVFHREELN
IZHRET L. INFHROBRELITL THETRLRED
FET2024E3BETCOYRT LY ) —R%BIET,

- ERMADOUTERICOWTIE, EUHEORTRR

ZEBEZ o0 EBEU7O-DRBELETV., ES9LED
FECY AT LBEOHESEARELZ LT, IBRTY
ZILEESH TV ZE &L, FEPHICEFRNREE%
FELTWL,

1' https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/sesaku/tetsuzuki_digitalize.html
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(ii) Submitting Copies of Evidence, etc. in DVD-R

Format for Trial and Appeal Procedures™***

For submitting copies of evidence, etc. for inter-partes

trials, such as trial for invalidation, and opposition
cases, which before could only be submitted in writing

(paper), a Ministerial Order has been amended (effective

November 1, 2022) to allow electronic data recorded on

DVD-R to be submitted instead of in writing (paper).

Furthermore, from January 2024, all application

documents, including trial and appeal requests, etc. may

be submitted online in principle.***

- The amendment applies to the following trials and
appeals, etc.: trial for invalidation, trial for correction,
trial for rescission of registration of trademark,
oppositions (to grant of patent/registration
of trademark), retrial related to these trials or
oppositions, and “Hantei” (advisory opinion).

- Copies of evidence, etc. refer to the following
documents: “copies” and “drawings” in Article 50(2)
of the Regulation for Enforcement of the Patent
Act, “description of evidence” in Article 50(3), and
“drawings” and “written explanation” in Article 50(4).

(i) BHFEICSITZANDELENDVD-RICK BRI
NETEEDCTULIRETERD o7z, BYEHEDOYUSEE
RBHRUVEZRUBEHRE LI 2IHMOE LELZRET
2HBAIC. EEICRATCDOVD-RICEHRLIZBFT—% TR
HEBZEEFMBETDEOBERZHRELL (2022F118
1 B#ETT),
BEH. 2024F 1 ARG, BHFEREEzED. RAETO
HESEEEA Y S VRE TR ENAREE > TWVD T,
CWREBDEHEF L, BEYBY. FTESH. BEEERIUH
BHRG (FFF/ARER) RBORILT. INoREH
XFRBDRILTICHRZBELLICHE,
CEHLDELEE L THREBZBHEIL. FPEETRAIE
50%%21EMD [BEL] kU [HE). B&RFEIED [
HAE] LNCRAFEIED [RE] RO [HEAE

% O
3 https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trial_appeal/shoko_dvd-r.ntml

s BERE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trial_appeal/shinpan_digitalize.html
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The JPO disseminates information to overseas users
regarding matters such as the JPO’s measures that are
available to overseas users and latest statistics. Through
such dissemination of information, the JPO supports
overseas users in filing applications with the JPO and
smoothly obtaining rights in Japan, and it promotes
their understanding of the JPO’s activities.

- In 2023, “The JPO Quick Reads”**° was published
45 times, through which the JPO disseminated
information focusing on measures available to foreign
users, such as the results of patent information
analysis based on the GXTI, the JPO’s attachés in
various countries, the JPO’s international cooperation
that contributes to global registration of rights, and
reports on international meetings.

- The JPO enhanced the content provided on “The JPO
Key Features”.**' It contains information on a range
of measures related to patent, design, trademark, and

trial and appeal.

- The JPO enhanced the content of materials that
introduce the JPO’s measures to overseas users and
published the materials on its website.

- The JPO website
cases of foreign companies which are conducting

published three more successful

business by acquiring patent rights in Japan. Now
nine cases are listed (U.S., Europe, Asia), and the
technology fields expanded to include healthcare,
Al solution, robotics, and electronics. The JPO raised
awareness about the cases at events attended by
overseas users.

Part2 Chapter3 Support Measures, Law Amendments, etc.

28 $3EFE XEER. AREF

REFT T, ALY —mFC, BN —DFIETEE
AT ORERIER - BT BEREOBEREEZT> TV
%, RERFEEICL> T BALI—P—(ICL2FFTADH

FE - FIBAEFNEEXIET DL 62, BETOFEBADE

AR L TW5,

- 2023%(Z(F. [The JPO Quick Reads**°] (ZT45EI(Zh
=D, =Y RS VR T — A=Y 3 VEMRAER
(GXTI) [CEIKFHHBERIMMMER. STV D
BN, FA—NILBEFLICET 2 ERBHOBE. B
SEORERSEME. AR —Y—HFIATEERERER
ZHRDICEREHKE.

- [The JPO Key Features™"' | TIZBEHABR % FTEL, 5.
BRE. BE. BYEEORKRZL<IBH,

CEAL—Y-EFICHAERTTORREBNT 5288,
ZORBERESITRHFT Y T 741 M2,

CEACENBATRITEZIRE L TEEET>TVWIRY
EFICOWT, 3HOEFAEEBMLTR/HTFTI T YA b

[ZAK, TNTEMIOA CRE. BRM. 727) (2,

BMiABTEANILRT T, AIVYa—y3y, ARy~
ILY MOZY R, BAI-F—DSMT 21 Ry
b TEEM,

< https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/quickreads/index.html

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/keyfeatures/index.html
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- In 2023, the JPO exchanged opinions with 32 foreign
companies, aimed at deepening their understanding
of Japan’s IP rights systems and examination practices
and grasping what foreign companies demand of the
JPO. Companies that wished to exchange opinions
with the JPO were invited to apply on its website.**

+ The JPO reached a broad range of overseas users also
through its English-language official X (formerly
Twitter) account**® and official LinkedIn account.**¢

- The JPO provided updates of its measures to overseas
users at international symposiums and seminars.

Figure 2-3-12 )
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