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Policy Outcomes
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Examinations/Trials and Appeals
B . B

O Patents / 1§5F

The JPQO’s basic principle is to implement various
support measures for the creation of innovation,
based on the world’s fastest and utmost quality patent
examinations. Under this principle, the JPO is steadily
implementing policies that focus on maintaining speed
by enhancing the resilience of patent examination,
further improving quality, supporting the creation of
innovation in response to environmental changes, and
promoting intellectual property (IP) diplomacy.

0 Examination Performance

To accelerate the intellectual creation cycle, comprised
of intellectual creation, establishment of rights, and
utilization of rights, the JPO speeded up examination
and shortened total pendency. [Figure 2-1-1] [Figure 2-1-2]

9 Initiatives to Speed up Examinations

(i) Securing the Necessary Number of Examiners

In order to maintain and strengthen the patent

examination system, the JPO is working to secure the

necessary number of patent examiners, including fixed-

term examiners.

- For FY2024, the JPO secured a capacity of 1,669
examiners (including fixed-term examiners).

(ii) Outsourcing Prior Art Searches

By outsourcing prior art searches to registered search

organizations, the JPO promotes the speeding up

of examinations and improves examination quality

through utilization of the private sector.

- As of November 2024, there were 9 registered search
organizations.

+In FY2024, approx. 131 thousand searches were
outsourced, all of which involved searching patent
documents in Japanese. Some also included searching
patent documents in English (approx. 85 thousand), in
Chinese or Korean (approx. 17 thousand in total), and
in German (approx. 4 thousand).
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Figure 2-1-1 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Patent Examinations in FY2023
2023 FEICH T 2REFFEED FA B R UHEFNL £ TOHAM

FA Pendency i
—REEBA 9.4 months on average /F#59.4 18 i

Total Pendency
HEFME &£ TOEE

Note:

&% :

FTOHMRE

Request for Establishment
Examination First Action of Right
SEE —REEEH HEFIME
® ®

13.8 months on average /%4513.858

- The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the date of examination request until the JPO sends

the first notice of examination results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a notice of patent grant or a
notice of reasons for refusal).

- The total pendency (also called the “standard pendency”) is the period from the date of examination request to

withdrawal or abandonment or until a final disposition (excluding cases where the JPO requests an applicant to
respond to the second notice of reasons for refusal due to the amendments submitted by the applicant, and where
the applicant performs procedures they are allowed to use, such as requests to the JPO for extension of the period
of response and for an accelerated examination).

- —REEEANE TOHE (FA HR) 3. BEF KA SEEBIC L2 BFERRORVOBEN (X (CHHFEEX FIERERELNE)

DHBASARE SN F TOHHE,

- EFEE Coif (MREEEHA] ctW5,) (3. BEFRAVPSITIS - KEXERKLDEZ (T2 ETOHBE (HEA

MBIEEZY 3 CICERAL TRFFDOBEDGEF ZHBAICKRD 2 L5 RIBE L. HFTICHEHHOERCEHDNE
EEZRDBHRED, HEACROHONTWEFHREAABLIIEEER<),

Figure 2-1-2 Number of Patent Examination FAs, Number of Patents Granted, and Number of International Search Reports
Established / 4535 8BE D FA . FHEEHER VEBRAEREERER

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Number of FAs 222,344 232,070 242,626 246,410 232,968
pgmper oL patents Granted 164,846 172,996 187,794 194,708 183,949
Number of International Search
Reports Established 50,338 48,502 49,154 47,332 47,122
E R IR SR

Note: - The number of first actions in patent examinations is the number of first notices of examination results (for the

fH% :

most part, either a notice of patent grant or a notice of reasons for refusal) issued by examiners to applicants, etc.

- The number of patents granted excludes the number of patents granted after a request for appeals against an

examiner’s decision of refusal was filed (including patents granted through reconsideration by examiners before
appeal proceedings).

- The number of international search reports established is the number by year of issuance of international search

reports prepared and issued by the JPO as the International Searching Authority (ISA) under the PCT (the number
of international search reports includes that of “decisions of not preparing an international search report”).

- FAHE(Z, BEEBICL2FERRORYOBH (EICHFEEXJEREBHENSE) NHBAZARKEINHH,
- FEFEEARL. BREETREVUFERUE IBEEZEL) OBFINLRGFIEENLVEE,
- ERFAERSERGRE. PCT OEBRRERE L U THAERSFTAMER - REUCERAERSORXENGE (ERHA

BERSICE. [ERAERSEFERULEVWRE] NEEnd.),.
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Accelerated Examination and
Super-Accelerated Examination

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers accelerated
examinations and super-accelerated examinations
that, upon the request of an applicant, expedite the

commencement of an examination.[Figure 2-1-3] [Figure
2-1-4]

(i) Accelerated Examination*’

- The accelerated examination system may be applied
for patent applications, including those that are also
filed in one or more other countries and by small and
medium-sized enterprises.

- In 2024, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 2.3 months on average.

(ii) Super-Accelerated Examination*2

- The JPO is running pilot programs for a super-
accelerated examination system for applications
of higher importance, including applications for
inventions that have already been put into practice and
are filed in one or more other countries.

- First action is issued within one month from the
request, in principle (within two months, in principle,
in the case of DO applications*?).**

- First action pendency from request for super-
accelerated examination was 0.8 months on average
(1.2 months for DO applications).

€) =mms - 2——=pE=n

—EDEUDOT T, BEANLCOBEEAFIT CEEDEFH
HABEICURNTROZ2RHPBERVRA—/N—RHEETL X
BLTWD, [2-1-3] [2-1-4H]

(i) RfpmE™r

- FTFEEICE T2 RHBEONRIE. ARICHHELT
WS HEE, FUNEEDOHEL E,

- 202450, RHRFEEDOREN S —REEBN X TOHHE
(3139239 A,

(i) R—N—FRHEE*?

- BEICEEL TWBHEBICHRIEENDHEICHHEL T
WHHBERED, LNEEEDEVHEZNRE L TR—
N—REPEFEEZHT,

- BREA SRR T ABMA (DOHEE* (DWW TIXEE 2
NAMA) ([C—REERBRZBM

c A-N-BEHEBORENO—REEBHME TOHBII
T350.8H0° A (DOHFEICDWTIFFH1.2H0A),

shinsa/jp-soki/index.html

=R
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/soki/v3souki.html

% English
Bl https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
shinsa/jp-super_soki/index.html

1 HAE
I:  https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
7 shinsa/soki/super_souki.html
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3 Applications that have entered the national

phase after international application.

ERREER. ERRMEICBIT U HE.
k4 FRNSES
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/document/index/
supersoukisinsa.pdf



https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/jp-soki/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/shinsa/soki/v3souki.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/jp-super_soki/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/shinsa/soki/super_souki.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/document/index/supersoukisinsa.pdf

Figure 2-1-3 Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Patent / %5F R EAE B D B 44

Number / #
25,000
’ 22912 23,401
21,137 : 2219 o578 20829 21741
20,000
15,000
10,000
5,000
0
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Year / &
Note: - The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Written

H% :

Figure 2-1-4 Number of Requests for Super-Accelerated Examinations for Patent / f&F 2 —/\—BHAEE D F H

Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” that were
submitted.

CRHEEORBARIS. [RREEICHT2EEHBPS] MRESNHE.

Number / #
1,600
1,362
1,400 ’ 1,331
1,196 1241 1,224

1,200 1,125
1,000

800 685

600

400

200

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Year / &

Note: -The number of requests for super-accelerated examinations is the number of

&% :

“Written Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination”
that were submitted.

RA-N-—RHBEEOREAFRE. [RHREEICHTIEEHHAES] MMRESNH4EK.

53

JPO STATUS REPORT 2025

3
2
i
%
-
B
=
=
£
$

-
2
S
N
()
—3
[-)
=
-
(2]
-
-t
™
F 3
2
=1
—]
2
=
(-]
—]
£
-
=
]
(7]
-]
—]
(13
=
—]
=
(1]
®
(7]




Chapter1 ==

o Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Patent Examination”, which
constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of quality
management, and the “Quality Management Manual
for Patent Examination”, which documents quality
management and its implementation system, the JPO
engages in initiatives for realizing utmost quality patent
examinations in the world.**

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents any decisions
and notices, etc. prepared by examiners, managers of
examination offices check their substantive and formal
aspects for all cases.

- Examiners consult with managers and other examiners
in order to share search know-how and knowledge,
etc. to improve consistency of search and judgement
among examiners.

(ii) Quality Verification

- Some of decisions and notices, etc. prepared by
examiners are randomly chosen, and audited by
quality management officers to check compliance and
validity in terms of content and format before sending
official documents to applicants and agents.

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO
conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-5]

(iii) External Evaluation of Quality Management

- In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management, which consists
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. The JPO
implements initiatives for the quality management
of patent examinations based on reports by this
subcommittee, which convenes every fiscal year.

() rEz=cEs >R

NHBEOMBEEEOEARA LS [FFEEICHEIT M
BiR)v—] &, REEBERVZOREEKSCOVWTXEL
Lz S BEOREERICEYSZVY=a7IL] OT., R
EERBEORTEEOERICAFTEEET>TWS ™,

(i) mERE

- BEEICLDLDZOHMIR VO ZDRERE L TER SN

ZEEZICOVWT. HEEA - RBANDOHKXRIZ, &
EEBNRAE - ERX@EIChIDEFFI v,

- Y—=F/OND, MBEEHBLL, EEEOEOY —

FRYWOHWERZR LI TS0, BEEEIEEER

HOEEE & DinEE X,

(i) mEWRE
- BEECL2LDZOHM RV ZOBRE L TERSIN
ZEREEICOVWT, HEA - RBAANDHKKFIZT VT
Il REEEENZOESEEE,
AR - —XZLETE-H. BEZLDER
R, ERRGICETZERZAM. 1 - —FHEHAEE
R, [2-1-5H]

(i) MEFBICHT 3 NEREFE

- 20145 8 AN L EEBEBZSMNMENIRESDTIC.
ABEREN O LI EEREERINEERZRE, BF
E. YNEELEREL. TOBREEBEZ. FTE
BEOSBEB(CH (T 3EHE % =,

i English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/tokkyo/index.html

BHAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/tokkyo/index.html
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Figure 2-1-5 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Patent Examination Quality

ﬁ%@ﬁ@g [Z2DWT G)J—ﬁ_ngﬁgﬁﬁo)ﬁ%

Overall quality of patent examination on national applications

EALEICH T2 BHFEELROEICOVWTONE (£4TH)
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Overall quality of the international search and international preliminary examination on

PCT applications

PCT HEICE T 2EBRATZELMOEICOVTONME (S4HE)
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Source: - JPO, “Report on FY2024 Annual User Satisfaction Survey on Patent Examination Quality”

(September 2024)
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9 Initiatives for Al-related Inventions

(i) Establishing a New Position for Al Advisors™®

- In April 2024, “Al Advisors” were established to conduct
appropriate examinations of Al-related inventions,
which are witnessing rapid technological advances.
By leveraging their expert knowledge in Al-related
technology, external experts provide support for
patent examiners, including technological training and
responses to inquiries.

(ii) Research on Protection of Al-based Creations under

the Patent Act*’

- The results of a FY2023 commissioned study titled
“Research on Protection of Al-based Creations under
the Patent Act” were published in April 2024. This
research was carried out for creating foundational
materials to consider the protection of Al-based
creations under the Patent Act.

(iii) Case Examples Pertinent to Al-related Technologies™*®

- In March 2024, ten new patent examination case
examples related to Al technologies were added to
the Examination Handbook for Patent and Utility
Model. These examples provide clear guidance
on determining Inventive Step, Description
Requirements, and Patent Eligibility.

) ArmesmicET 3

(i) Al7 RINA F—D§rEg*¢

- BRNOEERNEVAIBERKBICH L CEYIREBEZTD
f=®I2. 2024F 4 B 5, AIBERMTOEFNERICE
DE. BTN AHEPEBRNIN A E DY R— N & 55HE
BEICHLTITSABEREE LT TAITZ RN —]
.

(i) AIZFER L AEDEFE LOBREDED AICEAT
LREHE
- 2024F 4 B, Al=FEALURMEDRTFE LOFREDE
NAZ®RNT 2 L TCOERERZ/ERT 2 BN T20234F
EOETREME L LTEMLUL TAIZFERLAIME
DRFELDREDED HICET 2REMR] ORER
BENK,

(i) AIBEKFICREIT 5 =6

- 20245 3 B, #EHE., THEGRURBEZYMEICOWVWT
DHBTDRA Y hEDDDRT K RT 2%, AIBERM
[CET 2R EESME L Q0EMZ5 - £H
FREE/N\Y R Ty 7(128EM,

6 System for Non-Disclosure of Patent Applications Q FRTHEFELREIE

In May 2024, the system for non-disclosure of patent 2024F 5 AN . BREZSRBHEECED {HFEED
applications was introduced under the Economic Security FRRATEDERZRA L.

Promotion Act.

- The JPO, in collaboration with the Cabinet Office, has
conducted awareness-raising activities and provided
information to help businesses and others better
understand the system, including its overview, procedural
flow, and points of consideration for foreign applications.

BT, NERCESL T, SIEEE FHoRN. S

EHFEICE T 2BREFERE(COVWT, BEEREVHE
(TN HEBRERETED LS. LRESHCERRER-ZE
Mo (2. 20245 1 AIZ. IP ePlat™ [CHEWT, EHE
BZxAR. £7z. 2024F 9 BIC, B@HgE NBE THD
DR FHEEARBEOR AV M0 ZRE, [2-1-6E]

Notably, in January 2024, an explanatory video was
released on IP ePlat.** Furthermore, in September 2024,
an explanatory manga titled “Key Points of the System for
Non-disclosure of Patent Applications Explained through
Manga”*'° was released. [Figure 2-1-6]

*6 - *8 . *9 _
HAGE English } BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/ https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/ 3 https://ipeplat.inpit.go.jp/Elearning/
gaiyo/sesaku/ai/ai_shutsugan_seibi.html rule/guideline/patent/ai_jirei_e.html 2 View/Login/P_login.aspx
- _ R
*7 B AA:E AAE *10 H o

: https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
guideline/patent/ai_jirei.html

https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
gaiyo/sesaku/ai/ai_protection_chousa.
html

¥ https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
B shutugan/hikokai/comic_hikokai.html
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- With the revised International Patent Classification
set to take effect on January 1, 2025, the government
promulgated the Cabinet Order for the Partial Revision
of the Enforcement Order of the Act for changing
International Patent Classification Codes designated as
specified technology fields in November 2024 (the scope
of specified technology fields remains substantively
unchanged).

- BUFIE, 2024F118(22025% 1 B 1 BICHEMT 2 HER

HFAEOWIEICHS . BERNDEICHR2EBRSHTERD
SELTETHHITRO—PAERET KT BERNOH
DEHE CREMBEFIERWV) EQH,

Figure 2-1-6 Key Points of the System for Non-disclosure of Patent Applications Explained through Manga
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Examination Measures for Addressing
0 Various User Needs

(i) Interviews™"
The JPO conducts interviews to facilitate communication
between examiners and applicants, etc. In response
to the needs of applicants and agents, etc. in remote
areas, the JPO not only conducts interviews in the JPO’s
building, but also conducts on-site interviews and online
interviews.*'? Interviews may also be conducted with
some of the participants participating online. The ratio
of online interviews in 2024 was 43%.
+In 2024, there were 2,196 interviews (of these, 152
were conducted on-site, and 951 were conducted
online).

(ii) Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting
Business Strategy ™"

The Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting

Business Strategy (CEIP) is a measure that supports the

acquisition of rights in time with business development,

with examiners for multiple applications related to the

business (patent, design, and trademark applications)

coordinating with each other to conduct their respective

examinations. [Figure 2-1-7]

- In 2024, there were 23 applications.

- Of these, there were 195 patent applications, 27
applications for design registration, and 3 applications
for trademark registration.

SHBEL—Y—Z— X HIEY B7=HD
BEEMEE
(i) mgE "

EEBCHEAZEOBICEVWT. BBICERREENS Z
CEBMELT, EEEERL TWS, =iEHOHEANLR
BAZFOZ—XIIBA. BFTTECERT 2EEOM. B
REECAYSA VEEEERBL WS, —HOSHE
DHFV AV TEMLT, HEEEMT S EAHRETH
%.2024F 2B %4V S 1 VEERRF43% E > TWE,
- 2024F DEEF2,196F (N, HEREEIS2H., £V >
1 VEEIS14),

(i) BEHBEEE LHBEE"

XYL E COBEL. BXICHETIEMDERE (&
F-RE-BE UKL BPBOEEENEE LY
DHOBEEZTV. BEERRBICADEZY 1 IV T TORERL
EXEYIMRTH D, [2-1-7H]

-+ 2024F DFAFEEMAIL23M4,

C WRESNAKFEFFHER195, BEHBEZ274. BiF

(33

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/junkai.html

BHAE

https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/shinsa/mensetu/junkai.html

*12

b0

BAGE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/shinsa/mensetu/telesys_mensetu.
html
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i https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/matome_sinsa.html

%
¥ https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/shinsa/general/matome_sinsa.
2 html
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Figure 2-1-7 Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting Business Strategy / B3I £ & HBEE
: : e Building an IP Portfolio /
Entire Project / 5% Company / 35 HERMNREDENL

business strategies application contents
manufacturing technology E-E 57 HEOAR
B T e

control unit motor

HEHERE =2
4
(!
([ ®

battery materials

Bty .. =t

electric vehicle

L In line with corporate business activities, Design Sed e = 5B
vehicle body logotype examiners will collaboratively conduct BE otz = 2
BHTYY m) examinations. N 2
(design / 1) (trademark / Ft8) BEEN CEOEEBIRE R ab
EPBOBEEICLHHE 1
R
)
(-
-t
=
m &
” .
(iii) Suspension of Examination of a Divisional (i) REEA BHREEROFEIHEICN T 2 EEPILEDE E g
Application While the Original Application Is B*" 2
Pending Trial*"* 2023F 4 AN n. FEIEEDOS B, REEOEREER. g
Since April 2023, Article 54 (1) of the Patent Act has EMEERREBHERICHOE THEINZEDTH > T, =
been applied to divisional applications which have BN SNIREGICOWT, BIPESES4RE 1 EZEAL, §
been filed in conjunction with a request for an appeal FREBEORMBEEX FEHOBERIHIBET 2 & TUZIEIH =
against an examiner’s decision of refusal of the original FEOBEEZTILTHERZRML TS, HEAICEST, =
application. The examination of such divisional REBEORMBEEEX IEHOREREEE X THELHBEDOIT =
applications will be suspended until either the result ZRETED I L3, KDMEND DR HEEBOE E
of the reconsideration by examiners before appeal RIIOBENB EHHFINTV D, o)
proceedings or the appeal decision of the original Flz. 2024F 4 BH o, BEEPFILEHPEOKRTHIIC, HEA
application becomes known. For the applicant, being BN DRBICEIZNELEBEOBEEZBEHTZ 2 ER%MH
able to consider how to proceed with the divisional w7,
application based on either result is expected to lead to + 2024F (CEEE P UHHIE3,5534,

a more efficient and effective filing strategy.

In addition, since April 2024, the examination of a

divisional application may be resumed before the end of

the suspension period based on the applicant’s request.

- The number of suspended examinations in 2024 was
3,553.

*14 .
English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/bunkatu-shutugan_
c¥ chushi.html

HAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/shinsa/general/bunkatu-
shutugan_chushi.html
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Improvement of Foundation for Prior
Art Searches

Prior art searches are one of the important pillars for
maintaining and improving examination quality, and
a constant improvement of the foundation for prior art
searches for both patent documents and non-patent
literature is therefore crucial.

(i) Initiatives Related to Machine Translation Texts

- On the retrieval system for patents and utility models
used by examiners, the JPO continues to accumulate
full text Japanese machine translations of US, EP, and
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
patent documents in English and CN and KR patent
documents in order to retrieve and screen documents in
Japanese.

(i) Initiatives Related to the Development of Patent
Classifications and Other Search Indices

+ The JPO attended the IPC Union - Committee of
Experts (55th session) and contributed to determining
the procedures for revising the International Patent
Classification (IPC), IPC revision projects, the Guide to
the IPC, etc. (March 2024, hybrid).

- As part of improving the foundation for prior art
searches, the JPO discussed revising the IPC for approx.
70 technical areas, with aims such as introducing
superior classification entries among the File Index
(FI)*™> and F-term*'¢ to the IPC (26th and 27th
sessions of the IP5 Working Group 1-Working Group
on Classification [February 2024, USPTO and online,
and September 2024, online], 51st and 52nd sessions
of the IPC Union - IPC Revision Working Group [April
2024, WIPO and online, and October 2024, WIPO and
onlinel).

- The JPO attended the 10th and 11th sessions of the
Expert Group on Semiconductor Technology, which
is made up of experts from 11 interested patent
offices to discuss large-scale revision projects in the
semiconductor classification (April 2024, WIPO and
online, and October 2024, WIPO and online).

() #EEmXREEO:HOBBESR

FORMXBMBEL. BECHDMR - MLDIZHDEER
BEO—2THH., ZDHDEBZHIXH - FFIFXXHE
BICEBNICEBRI D ENEETH S,

(i) BWEBIRICEY 2R

- BEEVFATIFERRI AT LAICEVWTIE, XE.,
BRI R O SRAAFT A AERRS (WIPO) DIEEERFEF IR

FROFFXBMICOVWT, BAETORRRVRY ) —
TV T DI DEX B ANERBEIR XX E R L TER,

(i) WHFPEERRKI VT /720)”{1“1 K3 S EE

- E55EIPCRBEMREZEERICSML. IPCEBREHFD
) ESZIE%?IW\’-’IPCEA‘CIE?EI/I'? bo IPCIEHBREDR

EICE (2024FE3 8. N17U v R),
BEEO—EBE LT, File Index(FI)*15, F& — L+
DS BLBENE=HEEEAIPCILT 22 EREEBMIC,
IPCRIEICDWTH70D KM 28 CEim (AT 08EEE
Zs (52600 (20245F 2 A, USPTORUA VS 1 V).
%270 (2024F 9 A, v >4 V). IPCUEY 3 U
¥5a [5510 (2024F 4 A, WIPORUA Y 51 V).
52 (20244108, WIPORUA VS 1 )1},

c FEEANBONMEOARERESOT 17 MEERT
BEINTOEMRI SR 2 ELEEREMBEFIRS lwbu
[£10E (2024&F 4 B, WIPORUA Y S 1 V). #11
B (2024F108. WIPORUF Y S 1 V)],

*#15 An original patent classification system that is a subdivision of the
IPC governed by the JPO.
IPC Z iR L7 BAERFT R B D28,

60

*+16 An original classification the JPO expanded to various technical
aspects (e.g., purpose, use, structure, material, manufacturing
method, processing and operational method, and means of control)
by technical scope (theme).
wifrEE (7—v) JEICEL ORMNER R (BR. A 8iS R BUE,
WIBIRET R, BIEFRE) 2EEALU-BRERTTIRE DD,



- The JPO attended a session of the Committee on WIPO
Standards (September 2024, WIPO and online) with
a view to revising the WIPO Standard ST.26 regarding
sequence listing, etc.

- Under the principle that FI must be compliant with the
latest IPC, in FY2024, the JPO amended the FI scheme
for approx. 300 main groups and conducted F-term
maintenance for approx. 43 themes in order to search
efficiently for Japanese and foreign patent documents.

- Al is used to automatically assign Fl and F-term to
foreign patent documents. Both Japanese and foreign
patent documents may be searched at once using
common patent classifications.

7 ROUMANIE _ — R0V

e—— ]

e
~ ROUMANIE

- RHRICET 2WIPOREST.26M R E 4 &£ (CE [T,

WIPOB#EES (2024%F 9 B. WIPORUA VST V)
IZ2&,

- BARUAEORHHXMEDERLKRRY 2728, Flz

BRFMROIPCICENTEZ Z & 2RAE LT, 2024FE
(. #9300 1 ¥ 7IL—FDFIHEREZHREL. W437—
RDFY —LAVT v A%,

< AlZSER U THAESEFXBICFL. FY — LZBMEIIC

5, £BOFHFL/EZAV THARVAE DR E %
—HERTEAEES,

- Bt <
Pt

Group photo from the 52nd session of the IPC Revision Working Group (Photo: WIPO)

528 IPCUEY 3 VIEERBROEESEE (EERER : WIPO)
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Chapter1 ==

@ Designs / BE

The JPO implements a variety of initiatives, R TR BYLEREORE,. 1—F—0f@EEE L. &
including accelerated examinations and quality DEEEDHEFNRIEDO. PHEE. mEERELEDEL
management, in order to appropriately protect designs, DEHZEREL TWD,

improve convenience for users, and strengthen the
competitiveness of Japan’s companies.

0 Examination Performance o BEERE
The JPO is working to make examinations more efficient BEZRED DBETCRET RS, BEOVELZED TV
in order to protect designs promptly and appropriately. %, [2-1-8K] [2-1-9K]

[Figure 2-1-8] [Figure 2-1-9]

Figure 2-1-8 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Design Examinations in FY2023
2023 EEICBIT2REFED FA HIE R UHEFLE TOHRE

Application Establishment
Filing First Action of Right
HiFE —REEBAN  HEFL

FA Pendency
—REEEN
& TOHIRE

6.0 months on average /¥436.008

L4 L ®

Total Pendency

EFIL £ TR 6.8 months on average /F426.878

Note: - Excluding international applications filed to register designs under the Hague Agreement and applications for graphic
image, building and interior designs, which are newly eligible for protection under the revised Design Act of 2019.

- The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice
of examination results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons
for refusal).

- The total pendency (also called the “standard pendency”) is the period from the application filing to the
establishment of right (excluding cases in which applicants are required to respond to the second notices from the
JPO for amendments submitted by the applicants within a certain period of time).

#%: - EFEEEFEE. ROSHITEREREECLDHLICREGRE L > LEEYRVBRICKRZBELFICHEORES (MR
PHBDNEEZR<
- —REEEMNE TOHE (FAERE) (&, BN SEEEICLZ2EFERRORYOEN (EICEREEXEREBHBME) H
HBAFAFEEXSND & TOHE,
- R E COMRE (MREEEHB] ctW5.) (3. HENSEALE TOME (MBEANFELROON TV SHEEZEWE
EEET528ICE->T FHATHOBEDREERDONEHEEER< ),

Figure 2-1-9 Number of FAs and Decisions of Registration for Design Examinations / BEEE&E®D FA HFH R U EREEHE

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

p—— 30,164 31,959 33,165 30,397 32,138
%ggg{igecisions of Registration 26,465 27,773 29,901 27,000 27,872

Note: - The number of first actions is the number of first notices of examination results sent by examiners to applicants,
etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or notices of reasons for refusal).

#E: - FAFRIZ, BEBICS2FE/RROBYOBRMA (EICEREEXITEBERENE) NHEASARE I NIHE

62



9 Accelerated Examination*"

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers accelerated
examinations that, upon the request of an applicant,
expedite the commencement of an examination. [Figure
2-1-10]

- The accelerated examination may be applied under
the following conditions: (i) applications for design
registration related to implementations with an urgent
need for registration; (ii) applications for design
registration that are concurrently filed in one or
more other countries; or (iii) applications for design
registration by businesses, etc. that have suffered
earthquake damage.

- In the case of accelerated examinations in response
to counterfeit goods in (i) above, first action is issued
within one month from request, in principle. In 2024,
there were 13 requests.

- In 2024, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 2.1 months on average.

@) =mmE

—EDEHDT T, HEADLDOBRHZRIITEEDEFRK

HZzBECHURNTREHZRRAFEZEBL TV 5, [2-1-10]

- RHREEONRIE. (1) EAMEIZOWTERREZET D
EEEEOREEZEE. (i) ARICHEEBELTWSE
EEfFLE. (i) BRICL2BEEZI-LEEDER
kR,

-k (i) D55 BEANBOLODRHBEICOWT
(3. BEHDISEREAT ¥ AURIC—REEEREZENT 5E
RZEREM, 2024F0OREEEIST134,

+ 20245 (3. FHBEEOREN S —REEEN E TOHME
([FFE2.1H0° R,

Figure 2-1-10 Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Design / RIE 2B E D H 44K

Number / #
350
300

2020 2021 2022

317 318
254 2 271

250
200
150
100
50
0

2023 2024

Year / £

Note: - The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Written Explanation of Circumstances
Concerning Accelerated Examination” that were submitted.

®Z: - FPFEOREAKE. [RFHEREICHT2EBERBEE] MRHSINEFLK

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/shinsa/soki-isyou_soukisinri.ntml

HAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/shinsa/soki/isyou_soukisinri.html
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9 Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Design Examination”,
which constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of
quality management, and the “Quality Management
Manual for Design Examination”, which documents
quality management and its implementation system,
the JPO has been engaging in the following initiatives
in order to realize the utmost quality of design
examinations in the world.*'®

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents any decisions
and notices, etc. prepared by examiners, managers of
examination offices check their substantive and formal
aspects for all cases.

- Examiners consult with managers or other examiners
in order to share search know-how and knowledge,
etc. to curb search and decision discrepancies among
examiners.

(ii) Quality Verification

- Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners
are audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and
format before sending official documents to applicants
and agents.

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO
conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-11]

(iii) External Evaluation of Quality Management

- In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management, which consists
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. The JPO
implements initiatives for the quality management
of design examinations based on reports by this
subcommittee, which convenes every fiscal year.

€) mEsmcET s

REEEOEARA RS EREEEICET2RER) V—].
kU REEBERVZOERBEHIICOVTIXELLE [BE
BEEOREEEICETAVY-a7IL] OTF. HESESRED
BEEEEOERICAIT TUTORMEETT> TLS 5,

(i) mER

- BBECLDUADEOHM RS ZDRERE L TERIND
BREEICOWVWT, HEA - RBACKESNZHIC. BE
EOERBARMAE - BFREICHIO2EFI VI,

cY=F /N, AEEEHBELL. BEEEOROY —F
CHETOEEZIH T B0, BEEEFEEBRN(IMOE
&E & HEE R,

(i) ®ER
cBETICLZADEOHMIROZO/RE L TERSNS
BREBOHEETICOWVWT., mEEEENREEREMICE

SN

AR - —XZBBET2H. BRELOERERM
&, ERREICET 2BRZM. 21— —FHERE % £,
[2-1-11E]

(iii) MBEEEICHY 2/ ERETE

- 20145F 8 A L EEBEBERSNNMEDIBSDTIC,
ABEREN ORI BEREERNREREREBFFE.
LBHNEEREFREL. TOBEEREA. EEEEDOR
BEE(CH T DB Z R,

0 English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/isho/index.html

BAGE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/isho/index.html
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Figure 2-1-11 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Design Examination Quality

BEEEEOEICODVWTOI—Y—FERETDOER

0 20 40
2020 46.4
2021 46.3
2022 43.0
2023 42.8
2024 4114
FY /| £E

I Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied
HE KRR

60 80 100%

32.2 3.110.3

26.5 5.80.0

345 4109

34.9 3.10.7

31.3 2.6/0.3

Neutral | Somewhat Unsatisfied JI Unsatisfied
HEB G A

Source: - JPO, “Report on FY2024 Annual User Satisfaction Survey on Design Examination Quality” (September 2024)

=) CREET [ 6 FEREFEOE(C DWW —Y—THERERSEE] (2024F9 A)

o Interviews "

The JPO conducts interviews to facilitate communication
between examiners and applicants, etc. In response
to the needs of applicants and agents, etc. in remote
areas, the JPO not only conducts interviews in the JPQO’s
building, but also conducts on-site interviews and online
interviews.*?° Interviews may also be conducted with
some of the participants participating online.

- In 2024, there were 132 interviews (of these, 4 were

conducted on-site, and 47 were conducted online).

0 EiE 0

EBEEBECHEAZEOBICEVWT, ABICEEREENS Z
EEBNELT, mEEERL TW5, EFHOHEANR
BAREDZ—XIZIGA. BFTTETEEY 2HEEOM.,
HREECA V51 VEE LEBL TV, —HOEM

EOHFVSAVTEMLT, BEZRET S ELAET

%60
- 2024F DFEIF132H (A, HREEA4GH V51V
EEE47H) o

¢ HAGE
% https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/mensetu_
2 guide_isyou.html

BAE

https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/shinsa/general/tv_ishome.html
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Chapter1 ==

Improvement of Foundation for Prior
Design Searches

(5]

Prior design searches are one of the important pillars for
maintaining and improving examination quality, and a
constant improvement of the foundation for prior design
searches is therefore crucial.

- To assess the novelty and creativity of designs
during examinations, new design information is
extracted from Japanese and foreign design bulletins,
magazines, catalogs, and the internet, which is
digitized and made available as publicly known design
information.

- Especially in recent years, emphasis has been placed
on enhancing materials in new protection areas, such
as graphic images, buildings, and interiors. In addition,
the JPO has made improvements to Japanese design
classifications and classification definition cards,
which are effective search keys for conducting swift
and accurate prior design searches.

- In 2024, Al technology began to be partially used
to increase the efficiency of Japanese design
classification assignments to foreign design bulletins
that will become publicly known design information.

Release of the Japanese and Chinese Versions
of the Guide Book for Overseas Users

The JPO released the Japanese and Chinese versions
of the English-language guide book titled, “Your Key
to Success: for Obtaining a Design Right in Japan”
in November 2024. It introduces the features of the
design system in Japan and the points to consider when
filing an application for design registration in Japan,
as well as recent revisions made to laws, regulations,
and examination guidelines in a simple and easy-to-

understand manner. [Figure 2-1-12]

- The guide book explains using actual cases of design
registration and hypothetical cases with a particular
focus on points that are often mistaken by overseas
users, such as the scope of protection under the
Design Act in Japan, clarity of design, and procedures
for claiming a priority under the Paris Convention and
for applying the provision on exceptions to lack of
novelty.

- An electronic version of the guide book can be
downloaded from the JPO website.*?'
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() sAREREO L HORBEH

ETRERER. BEOEDHE - ALOOHDEELED
—DTHN., ZDHOEBEZEENICEFT D ENEE
THb,

- REBEICH T BHRERVAMEEOHBTD o, BNt
DRBENR. ML Hy0T. A1V5—y bREDLH
REBEOEREzHEL TEF L. BEAMERELT
B,

CBIEEIR. FREER THIER. BEYRUVREDE
BE/BITEHN, £/ 1HE - WEGETEERED OO
BEWERBF—THHEEABEDEPL. MEEEN—FD
AVTF VA%,

c2024F (3. BEEANERET 2AEBEEABNOHEE
EXEONENEREEHD O, AIKIMEER LI
52 BRI R,

BAL—F—RTH A1 £ Ty 5 OEFE
() 15 - vEEREAR

BT, BROBREFEORKBCAXRICEELEY 2B0
BEEE, AFOEDPRECEEYRITFEZ[EICHND
DI LLBNTDREBOHA K7y 2 [Your Key to Success:

for Obtaining a Design Right in Japan] IZ2WT, 2024

FIMRBICABXRBERIR - PFEFRRZEZAR LIz, [2-1-12E)]

- EEEORENR. EEOBEEE. /NUERNICK2EEE
FRCFREREOANEEDBEADZODFHAE,
(TEAL - —DREREZ LT VRS Y MR- T EEOD
BEREGCRBEFE RO,

CHART Y IVDBFREABHFT IV THA NI osD
vA— FHB,

&R

£ English
3 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/gaiyo/guidebook.html

& BAGE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/gaiyo/info/your_key_to_success.
& html
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Figure 2-1-12

Guide Book for Overseas Users “Your Key to Success: for Obtaining a Design Right in Japan,” Japanese and
Chinese Translation Versions / 8% 11—t —[EI3 4 K 7w [Your Key to Success: for Obtaining a Design
Right in Japan| BAERK - REFERMK

:Your Key to Success:
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© Trademarks / BiE

The JPO has been implementing various initiatives
including accelerated examinations, quality
management, revising the Examination Guidelines
for Trademarks, and protection of regional collective
trademarks, in order to appropriately protect trademarks
and improve convenience for users.

0 Examination Performance

In order to promptly and appropriately protect
trademarks, the JPO is working to make examinations
more efficient. [Figure 2-1-13] [Figure 2-1-14]

e Accelerated Examination™*’

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers accelerated

examinations that, upon the request of an applicant,

expedite the commencement of an examination. [Figure

2-1-15]

- In 2024, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 1.7 months on average.

BEFF i, BYREEOREC LY —DOFEER LD
o, PHEE. REEE BREEEEOYE. HEREGE
BORELEDEL DEMEZEMRL T2,

() =z=xa

FERE A RERA DBV CRE TR, BEOWERLEEZEDH TV
5, [2-1-13K] [2-1-14FE]

@) =mzs

—EDEHDOT T, HEANOCOBREZRITTEEDEFH

HEEBICHUNTROLRHEEZRREL T\ D, [2-1-15E]

c 20245 (3, RPEEOHREUD S —REBEBROEBNE T
DHEIEFEL7H A,

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/shinsa/outline_accelerated_
trademark.html

AAZE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/shinsa/soki/shkouhou.html
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Figure 2-1-13 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Trademark Examinations in FY2023
2023 FEICHIT2HEEED FA BERUHEFL E TOHM

Application Establishment
Filing First Action  of Right
HiFE —REEEMN HEFE
® ® ®

FA Pendency

—REEEA 6.7 months on average /¥96.1 A
FTOHE

Total Pendency

HEFLE TOBR 7.3 months on average /457 .3 08

Note: - The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice
of examination results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons
for refusal) (excluding applications related to non-traditional trademarks and regional collective trademarks).

- The total pendency is the period from the application filing to the registration (excluding applications related to non-
traditional trademarks and regional collective trademarks, as well as cases such as where applicants are required to
respond to the second notices from the JPO for amendments submitted by the applicants within a certain period of
time).

#%: - —RETBHE COHB (FAHR) 3. EEISEFEEICL2BERRORYOEN (EICEREEXIIEBEHBNE)
HEASAREEIND ETOHE GFHLWY A TOEERCHIBEEEIEICRS HEEBR<.),

- EFME E TOHIREIE. HEN S RICLD £ TOHE FHLWY A TOBERVMBEGEZEICHRS EBEZR<, F. HEAN
HELRBOONTVWIHBEEVHESEZTS ZLICE>T FHATHOBEDLEEZEROOLNDIBEFEMR ).
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Figure 2-1-14 Number of FAs and Decisions of Registration for Trademark Examinations / FfEEE D FA HFHER OEREEHHK

Number of FAs 172,931 213224 208,740 142,461 158,060
%gﬁb;r{z%mcisions of Registration 1 46’708 185,415 188,157 125,973 137,845

Note: - The number of first actions is the number of first notices of examination results sent by examiners to applicants, etc. (for
the most part, either a decision of registration or notices of reasons for refusal).
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Figure 2-1-15 Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Trademark / FtE R EAEE D R H A

Number / #
12,000 11,204 11,450
10,000 9,101
8,000 7,532 8,138
6,000
4,000
2,000
! 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Year / &

Note: - The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of applications for which “Written Explanation of
Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” was submitted.
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e Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Trademark Examination”,
which constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of
quality management, and the “Quality Management
Manual for Trademark Examination”, which documents
quality management and its implementation system,
the JPO has been engaging in the following initiatives in
order to maintain and improve the quality of trademark
examinations*#,

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents any decisions
and notices, etc. prepared by examiners, managers of
examination offices check their substantive and formal
aspects for all cases.

+ Examiners consult with managers or other examiners
in order to share search know-how and knowledge,
etc. to make prompt and appropriate decisions.

(ii) Quality Verification

- Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners
are audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and
format before sending official documents to applicants
and agents.

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO
conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-16]

(iii) External Evaluation of Quality Management

- In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management, which consists
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and
has been implementing initiatives for the quality
management of trademark examinations, based on
reports by this subcommittee.
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AAZE
3 https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/shohyo/index.html

{:‘ https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/shohyo/index.html
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Figure 2-1-16 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Trademark Examination Quality
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Publication of the 2024 Guide to
Trademark Use

As part of the FY2023 JPO’s Study on lIssues in the

Industrial Property Rights System, a “Study on

Trademark Use” was conducted, resulting in the creation

of the “Learning from Case Studies: Guide to Trademark

Use 2024,” which was released in April 2024.

- The guide introduces ways to use trademarks in
business, the benefits of trademark registration, and
examples of trademark-related pitfalls.

-The electronic version of the guide may be
downloaded from the JPO’s website.*?*

Formulation of the Guidelines for Designated
Goods and Designated Services Related to Virtual
6 Environments and Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs)

In March 2024, the JPO published guidelines to clarify

the practices for designated goods and designated

services related to virtual environments and NFTs.**

The main contents are as follows.

- Acceptable indications for designated goods and
designated services related to virtual environments

- Acceptable indications for designated goods and
designated services related to NFTs

() mmzEmAi 1 k2024 EROFAT

023 EEEMEETNEMEREMR L LT [BEDER

RREICHT IRAEMR] 2EEL. TOREME LT [E
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A& LT,
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BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/example/document/trademark_
guide2024/guide01.pdf

%05 EEER

; English
5 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/trademark/
® guideline_virtual-nfts.html

HAGE
= https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/gaiyo/bunrui/kaso_nft_
k& guideline.html
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0 Regional Collective Trademarks

The regional collective trademark system was introduced
in April 2006 in order to more appropriately protect, as
trademarks, regional brands that combine the name of a
region and the name of the goods (or services) **¢ Prior to
the introduction of this system, trademarks comprised of
“region name + goods (services) name” were not approved
for registration unless they already possessed nationwide
recognition. However, with this system, such trademarks
can be now registered as long as there is recognition by
consumers to a certain extent. [Figure 2-1-17]
- As of the end of December 2024, there were 1362
applications filed, and of those 781*%” were registered.

(i) The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks
“The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks”,
which identifies that a local specialty is registered with the
JPO as a regional collective trademark, was established
with the aim of promoting the regional collective
trademark system and enhancing the brand power of
regional collective trademark products (services). In
principle, only associations that own regional collective
trademarks, the members of the associations, and those
who have been licensed by associations to use regional
collective trademarks may use the logo. The logo helps
to differentiate products (services) from those of third
parties. In addition, the logo is expected to help prevent
trademark infringement by third parties by using it on
product packaging, printed materials, and at events as a
tool to publicize registration with the JPO as a regional
brand. [Figure 2-1-18]

- As of the end of December 2024, 265 associations

were using the logo.

() weEsmE

Mg HEEERIE & (£, #higE eEmR (T—ER) 2%#EH
EhEME TSV RE, BIEEE L TKDBEYIICRET S
=812, 20065 4 BIZBEASNFHIETH D%, [HiFA
+Em (V—ER) 4] TEBERINIEEE. SIEEARE
SENBRAEEDNRITNILEBFNRO HNEH > 1=h FIE
BEAZI—EHEHOEEZECRA SN TUONILEROTEE
o, [2-1-17H]

< 2024F12B £ TIC1362HENEEIN. 2D 5 £781

7 HIEER,

(i) MBEAFEE<T—2
MEFEEEY— 7] (3. B0’ BEFEEEE L
THHTICEFRINTWE Z LA RTIET. HgHEEES
EOL Rk LMBMAEEEESR (W—EX) 735y KM
EEBEMNELTRE L, KA #igHAEEE2RET 2E
&, BEOERE R OCEEL S s M EEOFERGEE
F1=EBEDHIMERTES, V—UVDEEICLD, E=HESR
(B—ER) EOEFULICRIDEEEIC, BRD/INy T —
PR, AR FOBRE(IC, BT S Y RE L TEH
TIZEHRINTWEZEZPRTZY—ILELTERTSZ
ET. BZBICLI2BEZEREERAICEIET 2RI
N, [2-1-18H]
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English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/index.html

BAZE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/index.html

73

*27 Registration numbers by region are 43 for Hokkaido, 62 for the

Tohoku region, 127 for the Kanto-Koshinetsu region, 71 for the
Hokuriku region, 104 for the Tokai region, 167 for the Kinki region,
54 for the Chugoku region, 34 for the Shikoku region, and 100 for
the Kyushu region, and 18 for Okinawa region, along with 3 for
overseas countries (registrations spanning multiple regions are
counted as one in each region).
BREBEMIRAICR S & AUEE 43 4 50 62 4 BIER - M 127 4,
EBE71 %, RB104 4. EH 167 4. PES4 4. TE 34 4. AM
100 #4, B I8 LFICIA T, HENSOLES 3 HEFINTVD (B
BHBICEN B EDEZNZENAT YN,
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(ii) Dissemination and Awareness Raising

As a measure to further disseminate the regional
collective trademark system, the JPO published the
“Regional Collective Trademark Guide Book: Case
Studies Edition 2024” booklet,*?® which contains case
studies of the use of regional collective trademarks and
considerations for developing regional brands. The
Guide Book is distributed to various parties, including
the Intellectual Property Comprehensive Help Desk,
prefectures, municipalities, societies of commerce and
industry, chambers of commerce and industry, and
associations with regional collective trademarks, for
promoting widespread use of the system.

(i) HkEHE
WHEEAAEEHNEOELR S EREZRY Lo, HIBFGEEER
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ZABEEBH LIMT MBEEEEA A KTy I ~E
FRifR~2024 "= {ERR LTz, MIMBEXZERO, HEN R,
TREN, ALR - BLRHEN. WEEAEEEZRET S
MR EICRAH L. SANICES ERESZIT> TV 2,

Figure 2-1-17 Regional Collective Trademark Composition / #sigiSlARRDE L

Regional name
iR B +

Common name of the goods (services)

iR (7%5) OB A

or
X%

Customary name of the goods (services)

A (R %) DEAEM

* Can be combined with characters/terms commonly used when indicating place of origin.

Example) Genuine, specialty, local specialty, etc.
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Figure 2-1-18 The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks / s E{&rEiE~ —
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BAE
% https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/document/
3 tiikibrand/guidebook-catalog_2024.pdf
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O Trials and Appeals / ¥

o Performance of Trials and Appeals

The status of the proceedings in 2024 is as shown in

Figure 2-1-19. [Figure 2-1-19]

- Trial for invalidation, trial for correction, trial for
rescission, and opposition are prioritized over ex-parte
appeal cases in principle for early dispute resolution.

- The JPO gives priority to and conducts accelerated
appeal proceedings for appeal against an examiner’s
decision of refusal cases upon request when the cases
satisfy the specific requirements. In 2024, the number
of requests for accelerated appeal proceedings**’ was
163 for patents, 1 for designs, and 15 for trademarks.
The average pendency** was 3.9 months for
patents, 0.0 months for designs, and 3.2 months for
trademarks.

() suzm

2024FDEEDRRIE.2-1-1RD EE N TH B, [2-1-19E]

- EHEH FTIERH. BUHEHROEFRRITICOVTIE,
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REHICEDEBZEENICTS RIBEZ RN, 20245
[CHEIFZRHBBOBRHAE (IFFTI63H8. BET
14, ARTISHTHH. BEAF (IHFTEHE39
A, BET¥H0.00A. BETEE3.2H1A,

#29 The number of cases where the “Written Explanation of
Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Appeal Proceedings”
was submitted and the cases were transferred to the board in
charge. When the cases that were not transferred to the board in
charge (including cases that involve decision to grant a patent
upon reconsideration by examiner before appeal proceedings)
are included, the number of requests for accelerated appeal
proceedings made in 2024 was 273 for patents, 1 for designs, and
17 for trademarks.

[RHEBICHTZ2EERAE] VRESNBHIBES N MK FHIB
BINLh > MIBEFRINEHSE) 220 &. 2024 F(CH
172 REABBOREHFRIE. FHN 273 4. BEN 1 4. EIENS 17 ¢,
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#30 In the cases that are subject to accelerated appeal proceedings, the
average pendency is an average Calendar Year (CY) period from
the date it becomes ready to conduct proceedings after a request is
made, to the date an appeal decision is dispatched.
BHREBORREGSLEHIIOVWT, HENRSNEBEAELR>T
MNOBERDFEEIND £ TOHBOEEFH,
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Figure 2-1-19 Status of Proceedings in 2024 / 2024 F£HEE DKL

Appeal against an examiner’s

decision of refusal Invalidation trial Trial for correction Opposition Trial for rescission
2o S £ iy E 1y S ZR Y
B RIREY EMEH FTEEH FEFEAILT BUHE
Number of Number of Number of Number of Number of
dispositions P;}g?%f%y dispositions Pér};j;qr%y dispositions Pég;;%y dispositions Pégg%g dispositions Pér}g;qr%y
IR PUEESES PUBEES IR SR
Patents & Utility
Models 9,026 131 88 15.1 140.0 3.4 1,342 7.9 - -
FET - RAMAR
Desi
e 258 9.5 11 16.0 - - - - - -
BE
Trad k
;% emare 1,301 121 98 14.2 - - 297 9.6 1,122 8.0

Note: - The number of dispositions (excluding oppositions) is the total number of requests granted (including requests partly
granted), requests not granted (including dismissals), and withdrawals/abandonments. The number of dispositions
(oppositions) is counted by opposed patent.

- Pendency is the average processing period (in months) in CY from the date a request is filed (*1), to the date a trial/
appeal decision is dispatched (*2), to the date a withdrawal or abandonment is finalized and concluded, or to the date
a dismissal is dispatched.

(*1) The date a request is filed for opposition is the date an opposition is requested. The date for cases concerning
“reconsiderations by examiners as one of appeal proceedings” in “appeal against examiner’s decision of refusal” is
the date it becomes ready to conduct proceedings (the date the case has been transferred to the board in charge).

(*2) In patent opposition cases, if a “notification of reasons for revocation” (advance notice of a decision) is to be
made, it is the date the notice is dispatched. In trial for patent invalidation cases, if an “advance notice of a trial
decision” is to be made, it is the date the notice is dispatched.

- Only trial for invalidation is recorded for utility models.

fB% : - WEBRGH (RBBRILTERL) 13 BRRIL (E—FHIL) . ERFTHIL (EAT). RO TIF - REOHHDEE. LEHH (B
RN TC) (IERBEMIOGE,
- BEHEZ. BHEKE X1) o, BiR (RIERE) OFEFEH (X2). BT - KEOHEEH. XIZHATORZEHETD
HEOEBEFEY, B3R,
(%1) EFRLTUOVWTEEZRHTH, HFEBEEARBHUCSVHBBREICRZBEHICOVWTIBERREL B>
B (@rFBER),
(%2) BFEBOBRIUTCEVWTECHEREN CREDFE) £T-HDEZ0HRZEH. HTFENBHICEVWTERDF
EETo>EDEZDHEREH,
- ERAFRE. BUNBHIIOVWTOHET L,
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9 Improvement of Proceedings

The JPO is implementing the following initiatives in
order to further improve proceedings:

(i) Oral Proceedings

- In trials for invalidation and trials for rescission, oral
proceedings where the panel and the parties orally
assert against each other are proactively utilized in
order to accurately grasp and sort out the points of
dispute and to increase the parties’ acceptance of the
results.

- In 2024, 81 oral proceedings (of which 50 [61.7%]
were online oral proceedings) were conducted. The
JPO compiled materials related to the online oral
proceedings launched in October 2021 and has made
them available on the JPO website.**'

(ii) Circuit Trials and On-Site Interviews

- When companies, universities, etc. in the local regions
are the parties concerned in trial and appeal cases,
the panel may visit their regions at their request to
conduct circuit trials (oral proceedings conducted for
trials for invalidation) or on-site interviews (interviews
aimed at facilitating communication on trial and
appeal proceedings).

- In 2024, 1 circuit trials and 4 on-site interviews were
conducted. Online interviews were conducted if onsite
visits were difficult due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

(iii) Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group

- The “Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group”, which
gathers together practitioners such as corporate IP
personnel, patent attorneys and lawyers, in addition
to JPO chief administrative judges and administrative
judges, and which studies trial/appeal decisions and
court decisions based on actual cases, is convened.
Judges of the Intellectual Property High Court and the
Tokyo District Court also participate as observers.

- The study group deliberates a total of six themes and
six cases related to patents, designs and trademarks and
releases a report that consolidates its findings.**?
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English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trial_appeal/oral_proceedings.html

w [RGE
% https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trial_appeal/general-koto/
online-kankeishiryo.html
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% English
B https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_
kentoukai.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_
kentoukai.html
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