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Policy Outcomes
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Examinations/Trials and Appeals

&#H - B

The JPQO’s basic principle is to implement various
support measures for the creation of innovation,
based on the world’s fastest and utmost quality patent
examinations. Under this principle, the JPO is steadily
implementing policies that focus on maintaining speed
by enhancing the resilience of patent examination,
further improving quality, supporting the creation of
innovation in response to environmental changes, and
promoting intellectual property (IP) diplomacy.

n Examination Performance

To accelerate the intellectual creation cycle, comprised
of intellectual creation, establishment of rights, and
utilization of rights, the JPO speeded up examination
and shortened total pendency. [Figure 2-1-1] [Figure 2-1-2]

ﬂ Initiatives to Speed up Examinations

(i) Securing the Necessary Number of Examiners

In order to maintain and strengthen the patent

examination system, the JPO is working to secure the

necessary number of patent examiners, including fixed-

term examiners.

- For FY2025, the JPO secured a capacity of 1,668
examiners (including fixed-term examiners).

(ii) Outsourcing Prior Art Searches

By outsourcing prior art searches to registered search

organizations, the JPO promotes the speeding up

of examinations and improves examination quality
through utilization of the private sector.

- As of November 2025, there were 9 registered search
organizations.

- In FY2025, approx. 120 thousand searches were
outsourced, all of which involved searching patent
documents in Japanese. Some also included searching
patent documents in English (approx. 92 thousand), in
Chinese or Korean (approx. 28 thousand in total), and
in German (approx. 4 thousand).

BEFTId. ERRE -  ZEREORKFEEZERE LIt/
NR—Y 3 VORIBICEIF IR BXEREHES D 28 RS
HELTRTFBEEDL YUY I Y A EIC L2 REEDHR.
BOERZELE RREECHIELIA / R—2 3 Y DRIH
XE. MPFAROHEEEROET 2R EERICKEBL TN
%o

L

MMENE. EFRE. EMNEROMMWEANEY 1 V)L ZINEY
B®HIC. BEREEZREL L, EFLE TOBEZERL .
[2-1-1R] [2-1-2[]
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BEEIMTO ETRIMXBAEZ B FAERE NI, R
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- BFAEHEDKIZ. 2025F 11 AK R T 9 #E,
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Figure 2-1-1 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Patent Examinations in FY2024
2024 EEICE T 2 HHFBEED FA BRI R OHEFIL £ TOHRK

FA Pendency i
—REEBA 9.7 months on average /F59. 178 i

Total Pendency
HEFME &£ TOEE

Note:

FTOHMRE

Request for Establishment
Examination First Action of Right
BEHS —REEEH KR
® ® ®

13.0 months on average /¥513.008

- The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the date of examination request until the JPO sends

the first notice of examination results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a notice of patent grant or a
notice of reasons for refusal).

- The total pendency (also called the “standard pendency”) is the period from the date of examination request to

%% :

withdrawal or abandonment or until a final disposition (excluding cases where the JPO requests an applicant to
respond to the second notice of reasons for refusal due to the amendments submitted by the applicant, and where
the applicant performs procedures they are allowed to use, such as requests to the JPO for extension of the period
of response and for an accelerated examination).

- —REEEME TOHR (FA ) (L. BEF KAV LBEB (L L2 BEFRORY OB (T (CHFEEX (FIERERBMNE)

DHBASARKE SN F TOHHE,

- AL E TOME (MREREHB] ct05.) F. BEFKADNOIWTIS - BEXIRELDZZ(T2 £ TOHM (HEA

NHESZTHZEICREAL TN OBEDINESZLBAILKRD 2 L5 RIBEL. BHFTICNEPHOERPEHDOE
EEZRDBHEAED, HEACROHONTWSFHREAABLIIEEER<),

Figure 2-1-2 Number of Patent Examination FAs, Number of Patents Granted, and Number of International Search Reports
Established / 4535 8BE D FA . FHEEHER UVEBEAEREERER

Number / #
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2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Number of FAs 232,070 242,626 246,410 232,968 217,395
Number of patents Granted 172,996 187,794 194,708 183,949 169,027
Number of International Search

Reports Established 48,502 49,1 54 47,332 47,1 22 46,320

ERRAER S ERAF

Note: - The number of first actions in patent examinations is the number of first notices of examination results (for the
most part, either a notice of patent grant or a notice of reasons for refusal) issued by examiners to applicants, etc.

- The number of patents granted excludes the number of patents granted after a request for appeals against an
examiner’s decision of refusal was filed (including patents granted through reconsideration by examiners before
appeal proceedings).

+ The number of international search reports established is the number by year of issuance of international search
reports prepared and issued by the JPO as the International Searching Authority (ISA) under the PCT (the number
of international search reports includes that of “decisions of not preparing an international search report”).

#E: - FAHRIZ, BEBICS2BERROBVOBA (EICHTFEEXIJEBERENE) NHEASARE I NIHE.
- FFEEARE. EREETRENERUE MIBEEEZE0) OFFSINRZAEEENRVEE
- EREERE ARG PCT OERAEEE L U THRERFTHIMER - REULERRERSOREEN4E (ERR
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Accelerated Examination and
Super-Accelerated Examination

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers accelerated
examinations and super-accelerated examinations
that, upon the request of an applicant, expedite the

commencement of an examination.[Figure 2-1-3] [Figure
2-1-4]

(i) Accelerated Examination*’

- The accelerated examination system may be applied
for patent applications, including those that are also
filed in one or more other countries and by small and
medium-sized enterprises.

- In 2025, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 2.3 months on average.

(ii) Super-Accelerated Examination*?2

- The JPO is running pilot programs for a super-
accelerated examination system for applications
of higher importance, including applications for
inventions that have already been put into practice and
are filed in one or more other countries.

ENdo),

5] mmwE - x--EmEs

—EDEHEDT T, HEANLODOBEEHZZIT TEEDEFH
HABEICKRNTRED 2 REHRBERVRA—/N—RHEELEX
WL TWD, [2-1-3] [2-1-4]

(i) PHREE"
- BHFHEICET 2 RHETEONRIE. ARICEHELT
W5 HEE, RNBEOHERE,
- 20250, RYEEFOHREL S —REBETBME COHHE
15230 B,

(i) RA—/N—RHEE*?
- BRICEBL TWAHEBICHRIHENDAERICEEHEL T
W HERED, FNEEENDSVWHEENRE L TR —
IN—RHEEX AT,
- BHEANSEA T HAAMKN (DOEFE (CDWTIEEA 2
MBUA) ([C—RBEER B

i English e 5 English
: g.!  https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
¥ shinsa/jp-soki/index.html

BHAE 5 HAGE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/soki/v3souki.html

! https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
1 shinsa/jp-super_soki/index.html

k! https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
R shinsa/soki/super_souki.html

3 Applications that have entered the national
phase after international application.
ERRHFER. EPRRRE BT L,

*4

https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/
rule/guideline/patent/document/index/
supersoukisinsa.pdf



https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/jp-soki/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/jp-soki/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/shinsa/soki/v3souki.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/shinsa/soki/v3souki.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/jp-super_soki/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/jp-super_soki/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/shinsa/soki/super_souki.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/shinsa/soki/super_souki.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/document/index/supersoukisinsa.pdf
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/document/index/supersoukisinsa.pdf
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/document/index/supersoukisinsa.pdf

- First action is issued within one month from the c A—N—BRHBEOHEENS—REBTEBMNE COHM (T

request, in principle (within two months, in principle, F190.9m 8 (DOHEEIZDWTIZFH1.7H1A),
in the case of DO applications*?).**

- First action pendency from request for super-

accelerated examination was 0.9 months on average

(1.7 months for DO applications).

Figure 2-1-3 Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Patent / #5F R EABE D R 4

Number / #

WU 22912 20401 22219 1,741 22,272

21,137 20,578 20,829
20,000
15,000
10,000
5,000

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Year / &

o

Note: -The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Written
Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” that were
submitted.

#%: -RHBEBZORLAHERIE. [RPBECEYTIEEHRAE] 1 RESNFE,

Figure 2-1-4 Number of Requests for Super Accelerated Examinations for Patent / 4§5F X —/N\—RHAEE D B H 4K

Number / #
1,800 1,714

1o 1,362
1,400 ’ ,331
o | s M98 1241 1224
1,000
800 | 685
600
400
200
0
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Year / &

Note: -The number of requests for super accelerated examinations is the number of
“Written Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination”
that were submitted requesting for super accelerated examination.

#E: - RA—N\—RPBEOHEERIE. A—/N\-RREEZRLETIENTHINL [RPSE
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ﬂ Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Patent Examination”, which
constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of quality
management, and the “Quality Management Manual
for Patent Examination”, which documents quality
management and its implementation system, the JPO
engages in initiatives for realizing utmost quality patent
examinations in the world.**

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents any decisions
and notices, etc. prepared by examiners, managers of
examination offices check their substantive and formal
aspects for all cases.

- Examiners consult with managers and other examiners
in order to share search know-how and knowledge,
etc. to conduct swift and accurate patent examinations
while improving the consistency of searches and
judgement among examiners.

(ii) Quality Verification

- Some of decisions and notices, etc. prepared by
examiners are randomly chosen, and audited by
quality management officers to check compliance and
validity in terms of content and format before sending
official documents to applicants and agents.

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO
conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-5]

(iii) External Evaluation of Quality Management

+ In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management, which consists
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. The JPO
implements initiatives for the quality management
of patent examinations based on reports by this
subcommittee, which convenes every fiscal year.

U mEemicEy s

HTrEEOMEEEOEARRAEAZ FHTFEEICET M
BR)Y—] &, REEBERVZOEBESICOVWTXEL
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English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/tokkyo/index.html
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%4 https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/tokkyo/index.html



https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/tokkyo/index.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/tokkyo/index.html

Figure 2-1-5 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Patent Examination Quality
HTFEEOE( VWD —HEREDER

Overall quality of patent examination on national applications
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Overall quality of the international search and international preliminary examination on
PCT applications
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Source: - JPO, “Report on FY2025 Annual User Satisfaction Survey on Patent Examination Quality”
(September 2025)
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B Initiatives for Al-related Inventions

(i) Research on the Approach to Invention Protection
Considering Advancements in Al Technology6™*
Full-length and abridged versions of the results of a
FY2024 commissioned research titled “Research on
the Approach to Invention Protection Considering
Advancements in Al Technology” were published in April

2025. The research examined mainly the following.

- The current impact and future predictions of Al
technology utilized in the invention creation process

- Analysis of the challenges and strategies related to the
protection of inventions based on an understanding of
the above

ﬂ System for Non-disclosure of Patent Applications

- In July 2025, the JPO and the Cabinet Office published
the “Implementation Status of the System for Non-
disclosure of Patent Applications in FY2024”.*” Following
a primary review by the JPO, 90 patent applications were
submitted to the Cabinet Office for a security review, 0
patent applications fell under a security designation by
the Cabinet Office, and 1,305 patent applications sought a
prior confirmation from the Commissioner of the JPO as to
whether or not the foreign application is prohibited.

) Al mmsenicB s 3 A

(i) AIXTDERZEE A -HHADREDNDEN FICETS
RERMZ

20255 4 B, 2024FEDEFREMFKE LTEREL TAI
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RBEUATDEED,

- HAEAFEBREICEVWTHWLONSAIKIMTORERDEZE
RERD TR
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DD
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- 20255 7 B, ®HTE. RBEAFE & 6120 120245 E &
FFHEOELRICET 2HECH T2 REBINT] V2K,
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BIRESRDROHD B > 1= ¥%1,3054,

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/
guideline/patent/ai_jirei_e.html#report

G pdf

T o AEE
B! https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/
b guideline/patent/ai_jirei.html#report

https://www.cao.go.jp/keizai_anzen_hosho/
suishinhou/patent/doc/patent_jisshijoukyou.


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/ai_jirei_e.html#report
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/ai_jirei_e.html#report
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/ai_jirei.html#report
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/patent/ai_jirei.html#report
https://www.cao.go.jp/keizai_anzen_hosho/suishinhou/patent/doc/patent_jisshijoukyou.pdf
https://www.cao.go.jp/keizai_anzen_hosho/suishinhou/patent/doc/patent_jisshijoukyou.pdf
https://www.cao.go.jp/keizai_anzen_hosho/suishinhou/patent/doc/patent_jisshijoukyou.pdf

Examination Measures for Addressing
ﬂ Various User Needs

(i) Interviews™®
The JPO conducts interviews to facilitate communication
between examiners and applicants, etc. In response
to the needs of applicants and agents, etc. in remote
areas, the JPO not only conducts interviews in the JPO’s
building, but also conducts on-site interviews and online
interviews.*? Interviews may also be conducted with
some of the participants participating online. The ratio
of online interviews in 2025 was 40%.
+ In 2025, there were 2,159 interviews (of these, 113
were conducted on-site, and 872 were conducted
online).

(ii) Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting
Business Strategy™'°

The Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting

Business Strategy (CEIP) is a measure that supports the

acquisition of rights in time with business development,

with examiners for multiple applications related to the

business (patent, design, and trademark applications)

coordinating with each other to conduct their respective

examinations. [Figure 2-1-6]

- In 2025, there were 19 applications.

- Of these, there were 215 patent applications, 0
applications for design registration, and 0 applications
for trademark registration.

ZHLRA—Y—=——X (ST B=8HD
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English
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English
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Figure 2-1-6 Collective Examinations for IP Portfolio Supporting Business Strategy / B XIG £ & HBEE
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(iii) Suspension of Examination of a Divisional
Application While the Original Application Is
Pending Trial*"

Since April 2023, Article 54 (1) of the Patent Act has

been applied to divisional applications which have

been filed in conjunction with a request for an appeal
against an examiner’s decision of refusal of the original
application. The examination of such divisional
applications will be suspended until either the result
of the reconsideration by examiners before appeal
proceedings or the appeal decision of the original
application becomes known. For the applicant, being
able to consider how to proceed with the divisional
application based on either result is expected to lead to

a more efficient and effective filing strategy.

In addition, since April 2024, the examination of a

divisional application may be resumed before the end of

the suspension period based on the applicant’s request.

- The number of suspended examinations in 2025 was

3,668.

(i) FHEL,EHREROASIEEICHT 5EERIEDE
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FEOBEEZFILT2ERZMABL TV, HEAICE>T,
FEEORMBEEEX (FEHORERZEE A THEILEOXNG
EREFTED Z &IE. KD HMERND DRI LRI OE
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Improvement of Foundation for Prior
Art Searches

Prior art searches are one of the important pillars for
maintaining and improving examination quality, and
a constant improvement of the foundation for prior art
searches for both patent documents and non-patent
literature is therefore crucial.

(i) Initiatives Related to Machine Translation Texts

- On the retrieval system for patents and utility models
used by examiners, the JPO continues to accumulate
full text Japanese machine translations of US, EP, and
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
patent documents in English, as well as CN and KR
patent documents, in order to retrieve and screen
documents in Japanese.

(ii) Initiatives Related to the Development of Patent
Classifications and Other Search Indices

- The JPO attended the IPC Union - Committee of
Experts (56th session) and contributed to determining
the procedures for revising the International Patent
Classification (IPC), IPC revision projects, the Guide to
the IPC, etc. (February 2025, hybrid).

- As part of improving the foundation for prior art
searches, the JPO discussed revising the IPC for approx.
100 technical areas, with aims such as introducing
superior classification entries among the File Index
(F1)*> and F-term*™ to the IPC (28th and 29th
sessions of the IP5 Working Group 1-Working Group
on Classification [March 2025, Seoul and online, and
September 2025, onlinel, 53rd and 54th sessions of
the IPC Union - IPC Revision Working Group [May
2025, WIPO and online, and October 2025, WIPO and
onlinel).

- Under the principle that FI must be compliant with the
latest IPC, in FY2025, the JPO amended the Fl scheme
for approx. 730 main groups and conducted F-term
maintenance for 23 themes in order to search efficiently
for Japanese and foreign patent documents.

- Al is used to automatically assign Fl and F-term to
foreign patent documents. Both Japanese and foreign
patent documents may be searched at once using
common patent classifications.

1] wiTRmREED - HOEHER

FORMXBAEL. BEEOHDOHS - ALOLHDEER
BEDO—2THN. ZD1-HDEBZIHF XM - FFFBFFXE L
LICEENCEBHEITDZEDVEETH S,

(i) BWmBRXICEY 38

- BEENFBYTIRERRI AT LICEVTIE XKE,
FRN R DM SRABIFTAAERRS (WIPO) DZEEERFEFCHR.
RBOFFXAICOVWT, BEBETORRRVR YV ) —
SV D DEX HARERMEBIR X T i L TEE,

(i) FFIESERRIVT jazwﬁrlhﬁaiéﬂﬂ%ﬂ
- HB56[EIPCABEMAREESRICESML. IPCEBRKEHFSY
%) Eﬂzft%ﬁr;n’(DlPCEKIE7°D/I7 b. IPCIES AR E DR
EIZEB (20252 8. N1 T U R),

c EBRBEO—EE LT, File Index(FI)*12, F& — L*13
D> Bf%ﬂtﬁ%ﬁlﬁﬁ%wdm“ébt?&t%ﬁﬂ’ﬂl-\
IPCIEIZDWTHI100D T2 B CEm (AT EEE
e [528E (2025F£3 B, VIILRUTAY S A V),
$29E (202589 A, AV S1 V)], IPCUEY 3 ViE
¥8% [5553E (202555 B, WIPORUF VS 1 V).
#54[E (20254108, WIPORUA Y51 V)11,

c BARUAEORT XM ENEL BRI S0, Flx
SEWROIPCICENME B S Z L2 EAE LT, 20256 %
(F. 730414V FIL—FDOFINEREHREL, 237 —
TDFY— LAY TF v A% RN,

cAIEFERLU TAERFFXBICFL, FY — L= B (2
5, £BOBHFNEEXRVTARRUAE DT %
—IERRAEEIC,

- ERRAIENZEFERAL T TN —HOEMT—~<IZD
WT, FieBBRRA VT v 7 AEEEMNICER L. H D,
ERUIERRSA VT v RA%EENICHET 28 ERE
i

*12  An original patent classification system that is a subdivision of the
IPC governed by the JPO.
IPC Z#i &R L 7c B AERFF IR E D28,

*13 An original classification the JPO expanded to various technical
aspects (e.g., purpose, use, structure, material, manufacturing
method, processing and operational method, and means of control)
by technical scope (theme).

BiEEE (7—v) JEITEL ORITHER (B8, AR EE. MR 8EE,
WIBREE, SIEFRE) 2B L CEBARSFTHRE DS HE,
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- The JPO tested the use of generative Al technology to
automatically generate new search indices for selected
technical themes and to automatically assign the
generated search indices.

Group photo from the 54th session of the IPC Revision Working Group (Photo: WIPO)

BS540 IPCYEY 3 VIEERBROESTEHE (EEEH : WIPO)
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The JPO implements a variety of initiatives,
including accelerated examinations and quality
management, in order to appropriately protect designs,
improve convenience for users, and strengthen the
competitiveness of Japan’s companies.

n Examination Performance

The JPO is working to make examinations more efficient
in order to protect designs promptly and appropriately.
[Figure 2-1-7] [Figure 2-1-8]

KEFTClE. BYLBENRE. 1—V-0FEER L. &
HNELEDHRFNRIEDO FHEE REEELREDES
DEEZRBEL TW5,

U] m=xae

REZDENDBEY)CRET N, BEOHR(LEZEDHTL
%, [2-1-7E] [2-1-8H]

Figure 2-1-7 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Design Examinations in FY2024
2024 FEIZE T2 EEBED FA SRR HEFHL £ TOHAM

Application
Filing
L

FA Pendency
—REEBEA
F TOHRE

Total Pendency
HEFHL & TOHRE

5.9 months on average /F55.9n8

6.6 months on average /¥436.608

Establishment
First Action of Right

—REEEM L
. ]

Note: - Excluding international applications filed to register designs under the Hague Agreement and applications for graphic
image, building and interior designs, which are newly eligible for protection under the revised Design Act of 2019.

- The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice

of examination results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons

for refusal).

- The total pendency (also called the “standard pendency”) is the period from the application filing to the
establishment of right (excluding cases in which applicants are required to respond to the second notices from the
JPO for amendments submitted by the applicants within a certain period of time).

%% : - EREEEFEE. ROSHITEREREECLDFLICRESREL > FBREYRVBRICRZBEEL N ICHEOBES (MK

BHBDSEEZR<

- —REZTBANE COHE (FARRE) 3. HENSEEE(CLP2FERROBYOBEHN (EICEREEXITEEREHRENS)

HBRAZFAFEEXSIND & TOHE,

AL ETOBE (MIREFEHE] 6\ 5.) (3 HENSEFMEE TOME (HEANSE LRSS SN TV 2 HHZEVE
EEZT528ICE>T BTN OBEDLEEZRDONDIBEEZR ),
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Figure 2-1-8 Number of FAs and Decisions of Registration for Design Examinations / BEEBZED FA 4k B HRET

Number / 4
35,000 33,165
31,959 4 32,138 32,504
: 30,397
30,000 29,901 . 28,319
25,000
20,000
15,000
10,000
5,000
0
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Year / 4
Number of FAs Number of Decisions of Registration
FAKE BHREEHH
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
pamberof FAs 31,959 33,165 30,397 32,138 32,504
Number of Decisions of Registration 27 773 29 901 27 000 27 872 28 3—' 9
BIREEMFH ’ ’ ’ ’ ’

Note: - The number of first actions is the number of first notices of examination results sent by examiners to applicants,
etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or notices of reasons for refusal).

% : - FAFRI3. BEEICLZ2EERROBYOEA (EICEREEX(SEBEHRBEMNE) NHEEASAEEINHE
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ﬂ Accelerated Examination*"

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers accelerated
examinations that, upon the request of an applicant,
expedite the commencement of an examination. [Figure
2-1-9]

- The accelerated examination may be applied under
the following conditions: (i) applications for design
registration related to implementations with an urgent
need for registration; (ii) applications for design
registration that are concurrently filed in one or
more other countries; or (iii) applications for design
registration by businesses, etc. that have suffered
earthquake damage.

- In the case of accelerated examinations in response
to counterfeit goods in (i) above, first action is issued
within one month from request, in principle. In 2025,
there were 457 requests.

- In 2025, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 2.0 months on average.

V) emwE

—EDEHDT T, HEADLDOBRHZRIITEEDEFRK

HzBECHERNTREHZRRAFEZEBL TV, [2-1-9H]

- RHREEONRIE. (1) EAMEIZOWTERREZET D
EEEEOEEZFLE,. (i) ARCELLHELTVWSE
EEfFLE. (i) BRICL2BEEEZI-LELEDER
kR,

-k (i) D55 BEANEOLODRHBEICOWT
(3. BEHDISERATAAURIC—REEEREZENT 5E
RZRXM, 2025FDRHEREIL4574,

+ 20255 (3, FHBEEOREN S —REEEN X TOHME
(3F192.09° A,

Figure 2-1-9 Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Design / EE R AT E DR HFEH

Number / #
500

450

457

400
350

o o

317 318
300 278 271
250
200
150
100
5

2021 2022 2023

2024 2025

Year / £

Note: - The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Written Explanation of Circumstances
Concerning Accelerated Examination” that were submitted.

"% : - PHEEOREARIE. RHESEICHTZEERBE] MPRESNIZEE.

M Cnglish

m https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/shinsa/soki-isyou_soukisinri.ntml

BAGE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/shinsa/soki/isyou_soukisinri.html
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B Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Design Examination”,
which constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of
quality management, and the “Quality Management
Manual for Design Examination”, which documents
quality management and its implementation system,
the JPO has been engaging in the following initiatives
in order to realize the utmost quality of design
examinations in the world.*"®

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents any decisions
and notices, etc. prepared by examiners, managers of
examination offices check their substantive and formal
aspects for all cases.

- Examiners consult with managers or other examiners
in order to share search know-how and knowledge,
etc. to curb search and decision discrepancies among
examiners.

(ii) Quality Verification

- Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners
are audited by quality management officers to check
compliance and validity in terms of content and
format before sending official documents to applicants
and agents.

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO
conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-10]

(iii) External Evaluation of Quality Management

- In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management, which consists
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. The JPO
implements initiatives for the quality management
of design examinations based on reports by this
subcommittee, which convenes every fiscal year.

5] mEemicEysmE

REEROEARANE G2 [BEESEICEY2RERY ¥—].
RO, RBEEBRUZOEEEICOVWTXELLE [BE
BEOREEEICEYIZYZaT7I/L] OT. HtRARERED
BREBEORRICAIT TUTOREZT>TWE ',

(i) mER

- BBEICLDADEOHM RS ZDRERE L TERIND
BEEICOWVWT, HEA - RBACKESNZHIC, BE
EOERMARMAE - BFREICHIO2EFI VI,

cY=F /N, AEEEHBELL. BEEEOROY—F
CHETOEEZIH T B0, BEEEFEEBRN(IMDOE
BE & HEE R,

(i) REREE

- BEEICEDANEDHMR VO ZDERE LTSNS
ERBOETRICOVWT, REEEE’ERERXMICESR
= K.

AR -Z—XZBET . PELOBRRE
=, EREGICEY 2BREM. 21— —FAERAE = X,
[2-1-10[]

(iii) MBEEEICHNY 2 /N EREEE

‘20145 8 AN LEXRBERZINNMEIRZDOTIC,
ABEREN ORI BEREERNREREREBFE.
LURNEEREREL. ZOREZREA. BEEEEOR
BEEICHIT Iz X,

#15 Bl
: English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/isho/index.html
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Figure 2-1-10 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Quality of Design Examinations

BEEEEOEICODVWTOI—Y—FEREDER

0 20 40 60 80 ~100%
2021 46.3 26.5 5.8/0.0
2022 43.0 34.5 4.1| 0.9
2023 42.8 34.9 3.110.7
2024 41.4 31.3 26/ 0.3
2025 37.8 344 3.0 0.0
FY /&

I Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied ~ Neutral | Somewhat Unsatisfied [ Unsatisfied
e BRI R BB Aiw
Source: - JPO, “Report on FY2025 Annual User Satisfaction Survey on Design Examination Quality” (September 2025)
&axt T (SR 7 EEEEEEOEICDW IO —Y—iHliRAERSEE] (202549 A)

n Interviews ™"

The JPO conducts interviews to facilitate communication
between examiners and applicants, etc. In response
to the needs of applicants and agents, etc. in remote
areas, the JPO not only conducts interviews in the JPQO’s
building, but also conducts on-site interviews and online
interviews.*'” Interviews may also be conducted with
some of the participants participating online.

- In 2025, there were 161 interviews (of these, 24 were

conducted on-site, and 26 were conducted online).

)

EBEEBECHEAZEOBICEVWT, ABICEEREENS Z

EEANELT, mEEERL TW5, EFHOHEANR

BAREDZ—XIZIGA. BFFTTETEEY 2HEEOM,

HREECA VS VEEEEBL TV, —HOEM

BOHA VAV TSML, HEEERT S Z & HAHE,

< 2025FEMEBEIF161E (N, HEREE2148. V51V
HE261) o

BAZE
iy Nttps://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/mensetu_
o1 guide_isyou.html

17 EEE

BAE

T https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/shinsa/general/tv_ishome.html
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Improvement of Foundation for Prior
Design Searches

Prior design searches are one of the important pillars for
maintaining and improving examination quality, and a
constant improvement of the foundation for prior design
searches is therefore crucial.

- To assess the novelty and creativity of designs
during examinations, new design information is
extracted from Japanese and foreign design bulletins,
magazines, catalogs, and the internet, which is
digitized and made available as publicly known design
information.

- Especially in recent years, emphasis has been placed
on enhancing materials in new protection areas, such
as graphic images, buildings, and interiors. In addition,
the JPO has made improvements to Japanese design
classifications and classification definition cards,
which are effective search keys for conducting swift
and accurate prior design searches.

- Since 2024, Al technology has been partially
used to increase the efficiency of Japanese design
classification assignments to foreign design bulletins
that will become publicly known design information.

Research on the Protection of Designs Created
Using Generative Al Under Design Law" "

- The results of the “Research on the Protection of
Designs Created Using Generative Al Under Design
Law” were published in April 2025. The purpose of
this research was to use the results as basic data for
considering the protection of designs created using
generative Al under the Design Act.

L) s BEREO - »OEBEG

ETRERER. BEOEDHE - ALOOHDEELED
—DTHN., ZDHOEBEZEENICEFT D ENEE
TH,
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REBENERzHEL TEF L. BEAMERELT
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CRISEFIR. HREERTHIER. BEYRUVREDOE
BER/BITEH, £ TuE - WEGRETEEREDOD
BEWERBF—THHEEABEDEPL. MEEEN—FD
AVTF VA%,

c 2024F (. BEEANERMEY 2AEBEELBDH
FEEDHEONENXRZB®D Do, AIKITEZERLE
DMEN S & EBD KK,

1 Al £RIR LTS A VA OBES £
] ormor 5183 sEEwHE

- 2025F4R. EBAIZFABLTAHESNIT A VDR
EELEDREDED T ZRIAT2ERENECTHZ %R
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o

BAGE
3 https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/sonota/document/zaisanken-
& seidomondai/2024_05_zentai.pdf
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The JPO has been implementing various initiatives
including accelerated examinations, quality
management, a study on trademark systems and
operations, and protection of regional collective
trademarks, in order to appropriately protect trademarks
and improve convenience for users.

n Examination Performance

In order to promptly and appropriately protect
trademarks, the JPO is working to make examinations
more efficient. [Figure 2-1-11] [Figure 2-1-12]

¥ Trademarks / Ei=

BT T, BYAEEDRECI—Y—DFEER LD
o, FHEE REEE. BEHE - ERICET 2 AEMR.
IR FEREIZDFRER EDEL DEEAEREL TW 5,

Ll

BEERENDEYICHRET AN, BEOMELEZEDTW
%, [2-1-11E] [2-1-12K]

Figure 2-1-11 FA Pendency and Total Pendency for Trademark Examinations in FY2024
2024 EEICH I ZEEEED FA BB R OHERL £ TOHIRK

Application
Filing
L

FA Pendency
—REEBEA
F TOHME

Total Pendency
R & TOHAR

6.8 months on average /F436.87 8

7.8 months on average /457 .808

Establishment

First Action  of Right
—REEEM HEFE
® [ ]

Note: - The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice
of examination results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons
for refusal) (excluding applications related to non-traditional trademarks and regional collective trademarks).

- The total pendency is the period from the application filing to the registration (excluding applications related to non-
traditional trademarks and regional collective trademarks, as well as cases such as where applicants are required to
respond to the second notices from the JPO for amendments submitted by the applicants within a certain period of

time).

#%: - —REEZBANE TOHE (FARERE) 3. HENSBEEE(CLP2FERROBIOBHN (EICEREEXITEREHRBNE) »
HEASAREEINZ ETOHB FHLWY A TOBERROBEGEZRICHRS HEEZR<),
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Figure 2-1-12 Number of FAs and Decisions of Registration for Trademark Examinations / BtREZED FA R U EREEHFR

Number / #

250,000
213,224 208,740

158,060 157,522

200,000 185,415 188,157
150,000 142,461 138,915
125,973 137,845
100,000 —
50,000 —
0

2021 2022 2023

2024 2025
Year / &

Number of FAs Number of Decisions of Registration

FAHE BEREEHH

Number of FAs 213,224 208,740 142,461 158,060 157,522
%L%nﬁ!zeﬁr{ig)ecisions of Registration 1 85,41 5 1 88"] 57 1 25,973 1 37,845 1 38,91 5

Note: - The number of first actions is the number of first notices of examination results sent by examiners to applicants, etc. (for
the most part, either a decision of registration or notices of reasons for refusal).

#E: - FAFRIZ, BEBICL2FERRORYOBMN (EICEREEXITEBERENE) NHEASARE I NHE,

E Accelerated Examination™”’

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers accelerated

examinations that, upon the request of an applicant,

expedite the commencement of an examination. [Figure

2-1-13]

- In 2025, first action pendency from request for
accelerated examination was 1.9 months on average.

V) emwE

—EDEHDOT T, HRANODRBEZERIFTTEEOEFRH

HzRBECURNTROZRHBEZERL TW 5, [2-1-13H]

- 2025 (3, REIBEORED S —REEEROBANE T
DR IZFE1.99° B,

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/shinsa/outline_accelerated_
©  trademark.html

BAZE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/shinsa/soki/shkouhou.html
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Figure 2-1-13 Number of Requests for Accelerated Examinations for Trademark / FIZ R A O H H 4K

Number / #
12,000 11,450
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9,101 8138 8,716
8,000 7,532 !
6,000
4,000
2,000
0
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Year / %

Note: - The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of applications for which “Written Explanation of
Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” was submitted.

®E: - RPSEOREARKE. [RFHEEICHT2RBEHREE] MRESNIHBEOHE.

B Quality Management Initiatives

Under the “Quality Policy on Trademark Examination”,
which constitutes the JPO’s fundamental principles of
quality management, and the “Quality Management
Manual for Trademark Examination”, which documents
quality management and its implementation system,
the JPO has been engaging in the following initiatives in
order to maintain and improve the quality of trademark
examinations*%.

(i) Quality Assurance

- Before sending applicants and agents any decisions
and notices, etc. prepared by examiners, managers of
examination offices check their substantive and formal
aspects for all cases.

- Examiners consult with managers and other examiners
in order to share search know-how and knowledge, etc.
to conduct swift and accurate trademark examinations
while improving the consistency of judgements made
by examiners.

B ELCEE )

REEEBEOEARIEAD MESBEICHT2RERY
V=], RN REEERVZOERBEEHCOVWTXELRLT:
[(EEEEORETEICBEBT Y27/l OT. BESE
DEOHE - MEEMZ S, UTOREZT>TWE Y,

(i) RERI

- BEEICLDNDZEOHM RS ZDRERE LTEREND
BEEICOWVWT, HEA - REACEEINSAIC. BE
EOEBRBARAE - BFXEICDIO2HF IV,

H=F/ONT, MBFREELELL. BEEDHKTDY
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English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/shohyo/index.html

AAFE
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(ii) Quality Verification (i) MERE

- Decisions and notices, etc. prepared by examiners - BAEBICLDUNZDOHM RV ZDRRE L TERSINDS
are audited by quality management officers to check BREZEOEERICOWVWT, REEEENERERXAICES
compliance and validity in terms of content and = E o
format before sending official documents to applicants HRABA—Y - —ZBBETZH. BELOERRM
and agents. 2. ERRGICET 2RERMN. 1— Y —HlREZ Rk,

- In order to ascertain various user needs, the JPO [2-1-14E]

conducts interviews at informal meetings with
businesses, accepts information provided in relation
to individual cases, and implements user satisfaction
surveys. [Figure 2-1-14]

(iii) External Evaluation of Quality Management (iii) MEEHEE(CHT 3 N EREE

- In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee <2014 8 B LN EXEBEEZSANMEIBSDTIC,
on Examination Quality Management, which consists ABEHEL OB LIBERBEENEERZRELTSH
of external experts, under the Intellectual Property N, BHNEEROBEEZRFEZ. BEEEOLEEEIC
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council of H17 2B Z R,

the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and
has been implementing initiatives for the quality
management of trademark examinations, based on
reports by this subcommittee.

Figure 2-1-14 Results of User Satisfaction Survey on Trademark Examination Quality
EIEEEOE(CD\WTO1—Y —HlFAEDHER

40 60 80 100%
2021 415 41.8 78 105
2022 40.1 | 42.0 | | 8.4 20.3
2023 40.6 | \ | 415 | 6.3 0.3
2024 35.0 41.5 5.6(0.3
2025 38.9 | 39.5‘ ‘5.4 0.3

FY/ &E
I Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied Neutral | Somewhat Unsatisfied [ Unsatisfied
e RS R ] HBHE BN
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Study on Trademark Systems and
Operations in Various Countries

The results of the FY2024 JPO’s Comparative Study on
Industrial Property Right Systems in Various Countries
titled “Research Study on Trademark Systems and
Operations in Various Countries and Regions” were
published in April 2025.#?" The purpose of this research
study was to investigate the details of trademark
systems that could be introduced or reviewed in Japan
and their operations in other countries, and to use the
results of such investigation as basic data for considering
whether or not a review of the system and operations in
Japan is necessary. Specifically, the study surveyed and
examined laws, regulations, and operations in various
countries and conducted a questionnaire survey in Japan
and interview surveys in Japan and abroad, regarding
the following themes.

(i) Partial Refusal System

In Japan, if the reasons for refusal in a trademark
examination are issued against only some designated
goods or services, the entire application is rejected unless
the reasons for refusal are resolved by amendments or
other means. By contrast, some countries and regions
have adopted a “partial refusal system” under which,
if the reasons for refusal are not resolved, only the
designated goods or services concerned are refused,
while registration is granted for the designated goods or
services that can be protected.

Against this backdrop, the details of the systems and
operations in various countries and regions, as well as
the need for introducing the partial refusal system in
Japan were investigated.

) sEommsE - ERHIHT 3 REMR

BRICHRIHEDS 5. HAETOEACRE LA R RE
ERDBBHERVZENGICHRZFENEICE 1T HERDM
ZHEL. BHEICSISHE - ERRELOETRFDOE
BERET SO, 2024FEERMERFNESELRRAER
MEREE L CRELEL [RE - EBOEEGHE - ERICHE
TOREMR] OFERRE2025F48(CAK, BRI
213, UTORREFEDONRE LT, BAEDES - ER
EE2HE - -EEYI (L. BNERERBERCERSNE
7 v REE R,

(i) ERoriEMEIE

HHETIE, BEEECOEREAN—TDEEEREZDH
ERRET DIBA. BEFICKDIEREBEEIFEEINLRITN
(£, HESEAERERD, —A, EREBHRISEHEI LWL
FE. WREBH>TWIIEEERFOHZIEMRL. FREEZR
A CZEEARFICOVTIEZFRZARD 2 [T EEHIE ]
FRALTWSE - e FET 5,

Z T, BE - R TORIE - ERAOFEMAC. BNETOE
AZ—XICDWTHEE EH,

g B 2R
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/takoku/document/zaisanken_
i kouhyou/2024_04.pdf

s BATE EHOMR
= https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/takoku/document/zaisanken_
i kouhyou/2024_04-summary.pdf
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(ii) Smell and Other Non-Traditional Trademarks and
Applications Using Non-graphical Methods

In Japan, the following non-traditional trademarks are
not eligible for protection: smell/olfactory marks, touch/
tactile marks, and taste/gustatory marks (“Smell and
Other Non-Traditional Trademarks”).

Following amendments to the Regulations Under the
Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning
the International Registration of Marks, it has become
possible to file international registration applications
for marks, such as sound marks, motion marks, or
combinations thereof, by attaching representations of
marks expressed by non-graphical methods, including
audio or video file (“Applications Using Non-graphical
Methods”). However, whether such marks are eligible
for protection shall be determined by domestic law. In
Japan, these marks are not eligible for protection.
Against this backdrop, the systems and operations in
various countries concerning Smell and Other Non-
Traditional Trademarks and Applications Using Non-
graphical Methods, as well as the need for revising
Japan’s system and operations were investigated.

(i) ICBVWEHEECHENBIZLIESS 71 hILBFEICKD
HiFE
BHETIE, EEHENBEDS 5 [(CEVWEE] [MEREE)
[REEE] UT MCEWEHECHNEE]D (F. RENR
TIEAE L,
¥, [BEQOEBEFICETZ2 Y RY Yy RGERLA] OX
FEICED, EREFHEBEICEWTIE, SEIE. BEBEXE
NHDOEAIEDEEE, BEI77IILPEE 7 7ML E
Wolz, TS 71 AIBFRICEDRINEZEZL UTHE
BICHRGUIHBECITIEES S 7 1+ DhILIRFERIC L B HEE])
NAREERo7=h. 25 LEEEAFRENRET 2HEERN
BICEBZEICHRSTED, BPETIEIING DIZEE(XRE
TRTIER L,
Z T, [CBWEHEERNEENHES S 71 hILBEFEICK
ZHEICET 2EEICE T 2HE - EROEER. BRHNEIC
BIF2HE - EHOHRE=—XIIOWTHAEE X,



B Regional Collective Trademarks

The regional collective trademark system was introduced
in April 2006 in order to more appropriately protect, as
trademarks, regional brands that combine the name of a
region and the name of the goods (or services) *?* Prior to
the introduction of this system, trademarks comprised of
“region name + goods (services) name” were not approved
for registration unless they already possessed nationwide
recognition. However, with this system, such trademarks
can be now registered as long as there is recognition by
consumers to a certain extent. [Figure 2-1-15]
+ As of the end of December 2025, there were 1,383
applications filed, and 791%% registrations were valid.

(i) The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks
“The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks”,
which identifies that a local specialty is registered with the
JPO as a regional collective trademark, was established
with the aim of promoting the regional collective
trademark system and enhancing the brand power of
regional collective trademark products (services). In
principle, only associations that own regional collective
trademarks, the members of the associations, and those
who have been licensed by associations to use regional
collective trademarks may use the logo. The logo helps
to differentiate products (services) from those of third
parties. In addition, the logo is expected to help prevent
trademark infringement by third parties by using it on
product packaging, printed materials, and at events as a
tool to publicize registration with the JPO as a regional
brand. [Figure 2-1-16]

- As of the end of December 2025, 274 associations

were using the logo.

) wmmaswme

Mg HEEERIE & (£, #higE eEmR (T—ER) 2%#EH
EhEME TSV RE, BIEEE L TKDBEYIICRET S
=812, 20065 4 BIZBEASNFHIETH D%, [HiEA
+Em (V—ER) 4] TEBRINIEEE. SIEEARE
SENBRAEEDNRITNLEBFNRO SNEH>1=h HIE
BEAZI—EHEHOEEZCRAINTUONIEEROTEE
to7f, [2-1-15E]

- 20255128 £ TIC1,3834 A HEI N, 791 2D EH

[CEFINTWS,

(i) MBEEAFEE<T—2
[HIREAREIE~Y— 7 ] (3. HBOZ2YH HIsFEEZEE L
THHFTICEFRINTWE Z LA RTIET. HBHEEES
EOoL Rk MBMEEEESR (W—EX) 735y RAME
EEBEMNELTRE L, KA tigHAEEE2RET 2E
&, BEOERE R OCEEL S s MmO FERHEE T
F1=EBEDHIMERTES, V—UVDEEICLD, E=HESR
(H—E'R) EQERUCICRIZDEEEIZ, BARD/Ny T —
IURHRY. AR FOBRE(C, BT S Y RE L TEH
TICEHREINTWEZEZPRTZY—ILELTERTSZ
ET. BZEBICLI2BEEREERAICEIET 2MRHI LR
N3, [2-1-16H]

- 2025128 £ TI22740AGHSER.

English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/index.html

el HIAGE
i https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/index.html

*23 Registration numbers by region are 44 for Hokkaido, 63 for the

Tohoku region, 132 for the Kanto-Koshinetsu region, 71 for the
Hokuriku region, 104 for the Tokai region, 171 for the Kinki region,
57 for the Chugoku region, 34 for the Shikoku region, 102 for the
Kyushu region, and 18 for the Okinawa region, along with 3 for
overseas countries (registrations spanning multiple regions are
counted as one in each region).
BHRABEBIZRIICRS & AEE 44 4. R 63 4. BIR - BEH 132 4,
JeBE 71 #. KB 104 4 EHR 171 . hE ST #. TE 34 4. Al
102 . B I8 HFICIA T, AENLOEED 3 #EFINTVD (B
BRICEN D b DR>ENTNATY ),
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(ii) Dissemination and Awareness Raising

To further promote the regional collective trademark
system, the JPO has held “Discover Charms! Regional
Brand Festa”*?* since 2025. This event sells products
registered in the regional collective trademark system,
with a particular aim of increasing its awareness among
general consumers. In February 2025, the festa was
held at an event space in Tokyo Station for rights
holders from areas affected by the 2024 Noto Peninsula
Earthquake (Toyama, Ishikawa, and Fukui Prefectures).
In August, October, and December, it was held at a
venue near Omiya Station for rights holders from across
Japan.

(i) ERBH

ISR EEFIEDE RS ERER S =8, 2025FEh 5 [
NRERBIVMIBTS Y RT7 TR+ 2Rk, KREE(E, #
BREGEEZECERINTVWIERETRET DEELTH
D, HIC—REEECBSI2FEORMNERALEENE L
TW5, 20255 2 AICIEST 6 FHEEFEHEOE KM (B
WE, BIE, BHE) OEMEENRICERREND A
RNy hZAR—27T, 88, 10B. 12B(ZI32EDEMNE %
HRE L TKEREL DRIB TEM,

Figure 2-1-15 Regional Collective Trademark Composition / #sFIEIE DAL

Regional name
iR B F +

Common name of the goods (services)

iR (7 %5) OB A

or
X%

Customary name of the goods (services)

A (R %) DEAEM

* Can be combined with characters/terms commonly used when indicating place of origin.

Example) Genuine, specialty, local specialty, etc.

KREMZRRI DRICAINDIXFE L TBRASNTWINZLEAEDE S Z LN TE S,

B AE S RES

Figure 2-1-16 The Logo Mark of Regional Collective Trademarks / s E{&RiZ~ — 2

*24 -
r JEES

! https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/gaiyo/chidan/brand-festa/

£, index.html
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n Performance of Trials and Appeals

The status of the proceedings in 2025 is as shown in

Figure 2-1-17. [Figure 2-1-17]

- Trial for invalidation, trial for correction, trial for
rescission, and opposition are prioritized over ex-parte
appeal cases in principle for early dispute resolution.

- The JPO gives priority to and conducts accelerated
appeal proceedings for appeal against an examiner’s
decision of refusal cases upon application when
the cases satisfy the specific requirements. In 2025,
the number of applications for accelerated appeal
proceeding*?* was 158 for patents, 1 for designs, and
23 for trademarks. The average pendency*? was 3.7
months for patents, 3.7 months for designs, and 3.7
months for trademarks.

’’® Trials and Appeals / F$

L

2025 DBEEOKRRIE, 2-1-17HOEE D, [2-1-17H]

- EHEH FTIERH. BUHEHROEFRRITICOVTIE,
MNEORRBREN SO, RAlE L TEERDEHEH
S DBEMNICETF,

CEREEARBYNEGI OVWT REDESHAE-TIHE.
BRBICKDBEZEENICTS PHBEZER. 20255
2H1T2 FHBEORBHE > (ZFF T8, BET
14, ART234THH. BEAR (IFHFTEHEIT
A, BET¥HE3.71A. BETHE3.THNA,

*25 The number of cases where the “Written Explanation of
Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Appeal Proceedings”
was submitted and the cases were transferred to the board in
charge. When the cases that were not transferred to the board in
charge (including cases that involve decision to grant a patent
upon reconsideration by examiner before appeal proceedings)
are included, the number of applications for accelerated appeal
proceedings made in 2025 was 237 for patents, 1 for designs, and
28 for trademarks.

[RHBEICHT2EEHEE] VRESNBPIBE N4 I8
BEINBD >R MBERINBHE) 280D &, 2025 F(CH
172 RHEBORBHRIL. /0237 4. BEHN 1 4. EEN 28

*26 In the cases that are subject to accelerated appeal proceedings, the
average pendency is an average Calendar Year (CY) period from the
date it becomes ready to conduct proceedings after an application
is filed, to the date an appeal decision is dispatched.
BHBEEONREB>FZBHITOVT, BENBRINBEEAREEA ST
NOBRIFEESIND £ TOHMBDEETH,
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Figure 2-1-17 Status of Proceedings in 2025 / 2025 E£&E NIRRT

Appeal against an examiner’s

decision of refusal Invalidation trial Trial for correction Opposition Trial for rescission
4 S = ¥ E:zhva Y
S R M FTIEEH FEFEAILT BUHE
Number of Number of Number of Number of Number of
dispositions nggqr}éy dispositions Pérgsqr%y dispositions P;rggéy dispositions P%gg}éy dispositions Pégg%y
B SMEHH PUBEES SR IR
Patents & Utility
Models 8,932 15.1 133 13.9 166 3.5 1,229 8.3 - -
HET - RATR
Desi
e 395 8.0 5 142 - - - - - -
Trad k
F;E emans 1,099 10.0 86 13.4 - - 284 9.1 1,058 8.2

Note: - The number of dispositions (excluding oppositions) is the total number of requests granted (including requests partly
granted), requests not granted (including dismissals), and withdrawals/abandonments. The number of dispositions
(oppositions) is counted by opposed patent.

- Pendency is the average processing period (in months) in CY from the date a request is filed (*1), to the date a trial/
appeal decision is dispatched (*2), to the date a withdrawal or abandonment is finalized and concluded, or to the date
a dismissal is dispatched.

(*1) The date a request is filed for opposition is the date an opposition is requested. The date for cases concerning
“reconsiderations by examiners as one of appeal proceedings” in “appeal against examiner’s decision of refusal” is
the date it becomes ready to conduct proceedings (the date the case has been transferred to the board in charge).

(*2) In patent opposition cases, if a “notification of reasons for revocation” (advance notice of a decision) is to be
made, it is the date the notice is dispatched. In trial for patent invalidation cases, if an “advance notice of a trial
decision” is to be made, it is the date the notice is dispatched.

- Only trial for invalidation is recorded for utility models.

5% - B (RBHEILTERL) 13 BRRIL (E—FHIL) . ERFTHIL (EAT) . RO TIF-REOHHDEE. LEHH (B
RN C) (IERBEMIOEHE,
- BEHEE. BHEKRE X1) nH. BiR (RIERE) OFEFEH (X2). WTFIF - KEOHEEH. XIZHATORZEHETD
HEOBETY, B3R,
(%1) EFRUTUOVWTEEZRHATH, HFEBEEARBAUCSVHBBREICRZBEHICOVWTIBERREL B>
B (@rMBER),
(%2) BFEBOBRILTCEVWTECHEREN CREDFE) 2T HDIEZ0HRZEH. HTFENBHICEVWTERDF
EHTHEDIEFDORERXH,
- ERAFRE. BUNBHIIOVWTOHET L,
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ﬂ Improvement of Proceedings

The JPO is implementing the following initiatives in
order to further improve proceedings:

(i) Oral Proceedings

- In trials for invalidation and trials for rescission, oral
proceedings where the panel and the parties orally
assert against each other are proactively utilized in
order to accurately grasp and sort out the points of
dispute and to increase the parties’ acceptance of the
results.

- In 2025, 113 oral proceedings (of which 64 [56.6%]
were online oral proceedings) were conducted. The
JPO compiled materials related to the online oral
proceedings launched in October 2021 and has made
them available on the JPO website.*?”

(ii) Circuit Trials and On-Site Interviews

- When companies, universities, etc. in the local regions
are the parties concerned in trial and appeal cases,
the panel may visit their regions at their request to
conduct circuit trials (oral proceedings conducted for
trials for invalidation) or on-site interviews (interviews
aimed at facilitating communication on trial and
appeal proceedings).

- In 2025, 2 circuit trials and 3 on-site interviews were
conducted. Online interviews were conducted if onsite
visits were difficult due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

(iii) Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group

- The “Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group”, which
gathers together practitioners such as corporate IP
personnel, patent attorneys and lawyers, in addition
to JPO chief administrative judges and administrative
judges, and which studies trial/appeal decisions and
court decisions based on actual cases, is convened.
Judges of the Intellectual Property High Court and the
Tokyo District Court also participate as observers.

- The study group deliberates a total of five themes and
five cases related to patents and trademarks and releases
a report that consolidates its findings.***

v =0
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¢ English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trial_appeal/oral_proceedings.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trial_appeal/general-koto/
B online-kankeishiryo.html

o English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_
kentoukai.html

BAE
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_
kentoukai.html

JPO STATUS REPORT 2026

| 19ydeyn zited

e - e RN

s|eaddy pue sjela] /suonjeuiwexsy

7


https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/trial_appeal/oral_proceedings.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trial_appeal/general-koto/online-kankeishiryo.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trial_appeal/general-koto/online-kankeishiryo.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_kentoukai.html 
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_kentoukai.html 
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_kentoukai.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_kentoukai.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/shingikai/kenkyukai/sinposei_kentoukai.html

	Part2 2025 Policy Outcomes / 第2部 2025年の施策成果
	Chapter1 Examinations/Trials and Appeals / 第1章 審査・審判
	Section1 Patents / 第1節 特許
	Section2 Designs / 第2節 意匠
	Section3 Trademarks / 第3節 商標
	Section4 Trials and Appeals / 第4節 審判





