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The boards of appeal, though integrated in the organisational structure of the
EPO, are independent from the Office in their decisions and are bound only by the
European Patent Convention.

There are currently 26 technical boards of appeal, plus the Legal Board of
Appeal, the Enlarged Board of Appeal and the Disciplinary Board of Appeal. The
members and chairmen are appointed for a term of five years.

The technical boards of appeal and the Legal Board examine appeals from the
decisions of the receiving, examining, legal and opposition divisions of the Office.
Details of the division of technical fields between the individual boards can be found
in the "Business distribution scheme" documents in the Patents section of our
website. Work is allocated according to the International Patent Classification.

To ensure uniform application of the law, or if an important point of law arises,
a_question can be referred to the Enlarged Board of Appeal, either by a board of
appeal or by the President of the Office.
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