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[Patent (Sheet 1)] Overall Quality of Patent Examination on National Applications (1/2)

Please answer questions [1] to [4], according to your experience in the patent examination process (excluding appeal examination) in
FY2020.

[1] How would you rate the overall quality of patent examination at the JPO in FY2020? [Required]

Satisfied O Somewhat O Neutral O Somewhat O Unsatisfied
Satisfied Unsatisfied

[2] How would you rate the following items in patent examination at the JPO in FY20207? [All items are required]
If you did not communicate with examiners, please select Not Sura/No Experience in items 8, 8-1, and 8-2.

Item 9 means whether the scope of granted patent is sufficient or not, in view of the contents of the application and prior art.

Somewhat Somewhat Not Sure/No
Satisfied Neutral u tisfied i
atishe Satisfied eutra Unsatisfied n=atsne Experience

1. Thorough and easy-to-understand description in
notifications of reasons for refusal

2. Thorough and easy-to-understand description in
decision of refusal

3-1. Application of the main paragraph of Article
29 (1) (industrial applicability and the concept of
invention)

3-2. Application of the items of Article 29 (1)
(novelty)

3-3. Application of Article 29 (2) (inventive step)

3-4. Application of Articles 36 (4) (i) and 36 (6)
(descriptive requirements for description and
claims)

4. Consistency of judgements among examiners

4-1. Consistency of judgements among examiners
(inventive step)

4-2. Consistency of judgements among examiners
(descriptive reguirements for description and
claims)

5-1. Prior art searches (Domestic patent literature
searches)

5-2. Prior art searches (Foreign patent literature
searches)

5-3. Prior art searches (Nonpatent literature
searches)

6. Level of examiners' expertise in technical details

7. Responses to written opinions

8. Communication with examiners in face-to-face
interviews and telephone conversations

8-1. Communication with examiners in face-to-
face interviews

8-2. Communication with examiners in telephone
conversations

9. Scope of patents granted after examination

Please feel free to comment on "8. Communication with examiners in face-to-face interviews and telephone conversations” (e.g.
specific reasons for satisfaction/unsatisfaction).

Please feel free to comment on other items in [2] (e.g. specific reasons for satisfaction funsatisfaction).




[Patent (Sheet 1)] Overall Quality of Patent Examination on National Applications (2/2)

[3] Please select all Offices you think are superior at (or preferable for) the following items in patent examination.
Please leave all boxes unchecked if you feel that no office is superior at any item or if you are unable to compare.
Please check the box(es) in 0. Not sure/No experience if you are unsure about an office’s examination guality or if you have an insufficient number of application examinations by an offica to
make & viable comparison.
JPO: Japan Patent Office, USPTO: United States Patent and Trademark Office, EPQ: European Patent Office, CNIPA: China National Intellectual Property Administration, KIPO: Korean Intellectual
Property Office

Item 11 means whether the scope of granted patent is sufficient or not, in view of the contents of the application and prior art.

JPO USPTO EPO CNIPA KIPO

0. Not sure/No experience [ [ [ l

1. Thorough and easy-to-understand description in notifications of reasons for
refusal

2. Judgement on industrial applicability and patent eligibility [ [ [ [

3. Judgement on novelty/inventive step i [ [ [

4, Judgement on descriptive requirements [ [ [ [

5. Consistency of judgements among examiners [ [ [ [

6. Prior art searches i [ [ [

7. Level of examiners' expertise in technical details i i i i

8. Responses to written opinions ( ( [ [

9. Communication with examiners in face-to-face interviews [ [ [ [

10. Communication with examiners in telephone conversations ( ( [ [

11. Scope of patent that was granted after examination ( ( [ [

Please feel free to comment on items in [3] or other national/regional offices.

e

[4] Please provide any other comments/requests/suggestions in the column below.

4

Request for User Satisfaction Survey on Quality of Examination on Specific Applications

We would also like to invite you to participate in our "User Satisfaction Survey on Quality of Examination on Specific Applications" regarding the
quality of patent examination on specific national applications (sent final decisions within a year and published). We would appreciate your
cooperation in helping us improve the quality of patent examination.
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